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“I myself will tend 
my sheep and have 

them lie down, 
declares the 

Sovereign LORD.”  
~ Ezekiel 34:15 
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Christ the King Sunday 
November 21/22, 2020 

 
Prayer before worship:  Jesus, shepherd of the sheep, who your Father’s flock does keep, safe we 
wake and safe we sleep, guarded still by you. Thank you, Jesus, our Shepherd-King, for taking care 
of us, your flock, so well! Thank you for giving your life for us that we might live. Thank you for ruling 
all things for our eternal good. Thank you for the promise that one day soon you will take us into 
your glory where you will shepherd us for all eternity. Help us now to live for you and follow you all 
our days. Amen.  
 

 
OPENING HYMN At the Name of Jesus CW 344 
1. At the name of Jesus Ev’ry knee shall bow, 
 Ev’ry tongue confess him King of glory now; 
 ’Tis the Father’s pleasure We should call him Lord, 
 Who from the beginning Was the mighty Word. 
 
2. At his voice creation Sprang at once to sight, 
 All the angel faces, All the hosts of light, 
 Cherubim in heaven, Stars upon their way, 
 All the heav’nly orders In their great array. 
 
3. Humbled for a season To receive a name 
 From the lips of sinners Unto whom he came, 
 Faithfully he bore it Spotless to the last, 
 Brought it back victorious When from death he passed; 
 
4. Bore it up triumphant With its human light, 
 Through all ranks of creatures To the central height, 
 To the throne of Godhead, To the Father’s breast, 
 Filled it with the glory Of that perfect rest. 
 
5. In your hearts enthrone him; There let him subdue 
 All that is not holy, All that is not true. 
 Crown him as your captain In temptation’s hour; 
 Let his will enfold you In its light and pow’r. 
 
6. Christians, this Lord Jesus Shall return again 
 In his Father’s glory, With his angel train; 
 For all wreaths of empire Meet upon his brow, 
 And our hearts confess him King of glory now. 
 
  
P: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt. 
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P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give 
you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
♫: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
 Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues 

forever. Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill our hearts with 

joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every creature in heaven and earth will 
acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending praise and glory; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

♫: Amen. 
 
 
 

FIRST LESSON  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24 
 

PSALM of the DAY Psalm 47 page 7 
 
 

SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 15:20-28 

VERSE of the DAY 
♫: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the 
 Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

For this is what the Sovereign 
LORD says: I myself will search 
for my sheep and look after 
them. As a shepherd looks after 
his scattered flock when he is 
with them, so will I look after my 
sheep. I will rescue them from 
all the places where they were 
scattered on a day of clouds and 
darkness. I will bring them out 
from the nations and gather 
them from the countries, and I 
will bring them into their own 
land. I will pasture them on the 

mountains of Israel, in the 
ravines and in all the 
settlements in the land. I will 
tend them in a good pasture, 
and the mountain heights of 
Israel will be their grazing land. 
There they will lie down in good 
grazing land, and there they will 
feed in a rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. I myself will 
tend my sheep and have them 
lie down, declares the Sovereign 
LORD. I will search for the lost 
and bring back the strays. I will 

bind up the injured and 
strengthen the weak, but the 
sleek and the strong I will 
destroy. I will shepherd the flock 
with justice.  
 
I will place over them one 
shepherd, my servant David, 
and he will tend them; he will 
tend them and be their 
shepherd. I the LORD will be 
their God, and my servant David 
will be prince among them. I the 
LORD have spoken.  

But Christ has indeed been 
raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. For since death 
came through a man, the 
resurrection of the dead comes 
also through a man. For as in 
Adam all die, so in Christ all will 
be made alive. But each in his 
own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; 
then, when he comes, those 

who belong to him. Then the 
end will come, when he hands 
over the kingdom to God the 
Father after he has destroyed all 
dominion, authority and power.  
For he must reign until he has 
put all his enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. For he "has 
put everything under his feet." 
Now when it says that 

"everything" has been put under 
him, it is clear that this does not 
include God himself, who put 
everything under Christ. When 
he has done this, then the Son 
himself will be made subject to 
him who put everything under 
him, so that God may be all in 
all.  
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GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 27:27-31 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  
♫: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
HYMN of the DAY The Head that Once Was Crowned CW 217 
1. The head that once was crowned with thorns Is crowned with glory now; 
 A royal diadem adorns The mighty victor’s brow. 
 
2. The highest place that heav’n affords Is his, is his by right, 
 The King of kings and Lord of lords And heav’n’s eternal light, 
 
3. The joy of all who dwell above, The joy of all below 
 To whom he manifests his love And grants his name to know. 
 
4. To them the cross, with all its shame, With all its grace, is giv’n; 
 Their name, an everlasting name; Their joy, the joy of heav’n. 
 
5. They suffer with their Lord below; They reign with him above, 
 Their profit and their joy, to know The myst’ry of his love. 
 
6. The cross he bore is life and health, Though shame and death to him; 
 His people’s hope, his people’s wealth, Their everlasting theme. 
 
 
SERMON  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24 
 

“I’ll Shepherd Them Myself” 
 1.  Out with the Old 
 2.  In with the New 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Then the governor's soldiers 
took Jesus into the Praetorium 
and gathered the whole 
company of soldiers around him.  
They stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him, and then 
twisted together a crown of 

thorns and set it on his head. 
They put a staff in his right hand 
and knelt in front of him and 
mocked him. "Hail, king of the 
Jews!" they said. They spit on 
him, and took the staff and 
struck him on the head again 

and again. After they had 
mocked him, they took off the 
robe and put his own clothes on 
him. Then they led him away to 
crucify him.  
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OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT  
 
 
PRAYER of the CHURCH  
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,   
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and forever. Amen. 
 
 
HYMN Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 436 
1. Jesus, Shepherd of the sheep, Who your Father’s flock does keep, 
 Safe we wake and safe we sleep, Guarded still by you. 
 
2. In your promise firm we stand; None can take us from your hand. 
 Speak—we hear—at your command, We will follow you. 
 
3. By your blood our souls were bought; By your life salvation wrought; 
 By your light our feet are taught, Lord, to follow you. 
 
4. Father, draw us to your Son; We with joy will follow on 
 Till the work of grace is done, There to live with you. 
 
5. We, in robes of glory dressed, Join th’ assembly of the blest, 
 Gathered to eternal rest In the fold with you. 
 
 
P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by 
 your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 
 holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
♫: Amen. 
 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  
♫: Amen. Amen. Amen.  
 
 



6 

 

CLOSING HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns CW 341 
1. Crown him with many crowns, The Lamb upon his throne; 
 Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own. 
 Awake, my soul, and sing Of him who died for thee, 
 And hail him as thy matchless King Through all eternity. 
 
2. Crown him the Lord of love—Behold his hands and side, 
 Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified. 
 No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 
 But downward bends his wond’ring eye At mysteries so bright. 
 
3. Crown him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave 
 And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save. 
 His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high, 
 Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 
 
4. Crown him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above; 
 Crown him the King to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love. 
 Crown him with many crowns As thrones before him fall; 
 Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns For he is King of all. 

 
 

†  †  † 

 
 
PREACHER Pastor Rob Guenther 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee  
ORGANIST Jeneane Thiesfeldt 
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PSALM of the DAY Psalm 47 CW p. 85 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Clap your hands, all you nations;* 

shout to God with cries of joy. 

 

How awesome is the LORD Most High,* 

the great King over all the earth! 

 

God reigns over the nations;* 

God is seated on his holy throne. 

 

Refrain 

 

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,* 

the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 

 

Sing praises to God, sing praises;* 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

 

For God is the King of all the earth;* 

sing to him a psalm of praise. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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AFFGHFIJKJFLM 
 
Attendance for the past weekend was 255 with 202 attending Communion. 
 

Altar Guild ~  is looking for a few more helping hands. Participation is not a time consuming com-
mitment. We help on a rotating basis to prepare the sanctuary for worship. We have one formal 
meeting per year, but most of our communication is done via email. If you're interested in joining us 
or have any questions, please contact Val Bovee at 507-217-7811, or boveehome@gmail.com. We 
will have a meeting on Tuesday, November 24th at 6:30 pm. We will decorate for Thanksgiving and 
touch base on a few other items as well. Please wear a mask. See you there!  
 
Benevolence Fund ~ Dear saints, as you may know, St. John's has a benevolence fund to help 
those of our fellow members who encounter a special financial need, to be disbursed by the elders. 
Two such cases have come to the elders' attention right now, and the need is ongoing. If you have a 
desire to help defray some of the costs of these fellow members in need (in any amount), please 
leave your offering in an envelope marked "Benevolence Fund" in the drop box at church or mail it to 
St. John's Lutheran Church, New Ulm, 56073 with "Benevolence Fund" indicated on the check or 
envelope. Thank you, saints, for your care for one another!   
 
In-Person Bible Classes ~ Given the limitations of our St. John's campus facilities, pandemic 
guidelines prevents adult Bible class from being held on Sunday mornings, but expanded Thursday 
options will be offered. Pastor Guenther will lead a study of the book of Revelation at 10:30 am and 
Pastor Bovee will have the topic of Civil Government at 7 pm.  They will present the same topics in 
the opposite time slots when they switch in 2021. The in-person class will be held in the basement or 
join the class online at bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass.  
 

 

ANJO AFFGHFIJKJFLM 
 
MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary ~ Take home copies of the MLC Ladies Auxiliary List of New Projects for 
2020-2021 are available in the narthex. 
 
Volunteers Needed ~ Treasure Haus is looking for a few new volunteers. If you have any spare 
time please consider helping us out. If interested, please call the store and speak with a manager.  
 
Job Openings ~ Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for one full-time Early Child-
hood Learning Center Assistant Teacher. A comprehensive description for this position can be found 
at mlc-wels.edu/hr. Interested individuals should apply online. Applications will be accepted through 
12:00 pm (noon) on Tuesday, December 1, 2020. Additional information and details can be obtained 
by contacting the Martin Luther College Human Resources Office at 507-354-8221. Bethany Luther-
an College is taking applications for the Cashier/Accounts Receivable Clerk position. Please visit the 
Bethany Jobs page on our website for more information!  
 
About the Cover ~ “Good Shepherd” by Del Parson portrays Jesus as the Good Shepherd tending 
his flock. We rejoice that our Good Shepherd loved us so much that he gave his life for his sheep. 
He still rules over us as our perfect Shepherd-King working all things for our eternal good. And he 
promises one day to take us to his heavenly Kingdom where he will rule over us in perfect peace for 
all of eternity. We rejoice in his grace and long to follow our Shepherd-King wherever he leads us!  

 

Fruits of faith given: 
 $10,208 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need  
 $545 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need $1,310 Benevolence Fund 
 $1,495 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $240 Undesignated Memorials 
 $363 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $75 Endowment Fund 
 $75 St. Paul’s School Building Fund $50 Designated Miscellaneous 


