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A Service of  Thanksgiving 
 

For the 100th Anniversary  
of  the Minnesota District  

of  the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod  
 

Order of  Service 
  

Opening Hymn  Voices Raised to You We Offer CW Supplement 724 
  

Please stand to sing the final stanza 
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Invocation  
  

M: In the name of  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
  
Dialogue of  Promises  
  
M: Gracious Father, for centuries you promised a Savior who would crush the head of  Satan. You 

revived Adam and Eve with this promise. You uttered it again to the patriarchs Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. You announced it from the mountaintops through your prophets Moses, 
Isaiah, David, and others. When your time was right, you fulfilled your promise through your 
Son, Jesus Christ. We stand here today as spiritual benefactors of  the forgiveness you 
promised and accomplished through Christ.   

C: Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
  
M: Almighty God, together with your Son you promised to send the Holy Spirit – the comforter 

and  counselor. On Pentecost you vividly displayed the keeping of  that promise. Today you 
continue to keep this promise as you send your Holy Spirit to our hearts to do his work 
through Word and Sacraments administered in this congregation and throughout this 
Minnesota district.    

C: The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. 
  
M: Eternal God, we are attacked on every side. Our flesh tempts us from within, the world 

tempts us from without, and the Devil schemes with both. We have come to realize that we 
cannot rely on the things of  this world for lasting security against the assaults of  Satan. We 
would fall into despair if  not for your promise that your Word will last forever. We can rely on 
your Word because your promises in Christ will last forever. This, Lord, is our strength today 
as we face the challenges of  being twenty-first century confessional Lutherans.   

C: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
  
M: Merciful Lord, your fulfilled promises give us strength and hope today. When your Church has 

 struggled, your grace has prevailed, always leaving a remnant sheltered by your love. When 
your people have faced times of  testing, you have shown us your love by using those times to 
draw us closer to you.    

C: Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. 
  
M:  Let this be the time, O Lord, when you renew us again by Word and Sacrament, when you 

reform our hearts and minds, and when you restore to us the joy of  fellowship and service. 
Grant to us in this age and in this place the courage of  the apostles, the steadfastness of  the 
reformers, and the  dedication of  the fathers of  our churches in the past. 

C:  May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor  
 forsake us. 
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M: Let this be a time, O Lord, of  confession and repentance. For Jesus’ sake forgive us whenever 
we love ourselves more than you and serve ourselves instead of  your people. Forgive us for 
the apathy that harms our faith and hinders our work. Rid us of  indifference for public 
worship and continued growth, and destroy every thought that harms the unity of  the Spirit 
and the bond of  peace.  

 
C: Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Restore to 

me the joy of  your salvation, and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me.   
  
M:  Let this be the time, O Lord, when we recommit ourselves to the ministry of  the gospel of  

your Son. Let us find joy in our unity, zeal for our work, and if  it is your will, success in our 
labor. And give us faith, O Lord, to take up the trumpet none can silence or mistake and grant 
us courage to proclaim once more for all the world to hear: The feast is ready! Come to the 
feast!  

 
C:  May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, that your 

ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.   
  

  
Hymn We All Are One in Mission   CW 566 
 
 We all are one in mission; We all are one in call, 
 Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of  all. 
 A single great commission Compels us from above. 
 To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 
 
 We all are called to service, To witness in God’s name.  
 Our ministries are diff ’rent; Our purpose is the same: 
 To touch the lives of  others With God’s surprising grace, 
 So ev’ry folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace.  
 
 
Prayer of  the Day 
 
M: Gracious Lord, you have made us your own dear children through faith in Christ Jesus. In 

your mercy you have brought us together in this church body called the Minnesota District of  
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. We praise you that your Word is still proclaimed 
among us. We thank you that the message of  forgiveness and eternal life in Jesus Christ is still 
our central teaching. We glorify you for the mission you have given us: to reach the lost and 
strengthen the saved. Today we ask you to send the Holy Spirit and rekindle in us our zeal for 
the work you have given us, that more people may come to trust in Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C: Amen. (spoken)  
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Lesson  Deuteronomy 4:1-10 
Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may 
live and may go in and take possession of  the land that the LORD, the God of  your fathers, is 
giving you. Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the 
commands of  the LORD your God that I give you. You saw with your own eyes what the LORD 
did at Baal Peor. The LORD your God destroyed from among you everyone who followed the 
Baal of  Peor, but all of  you who held fast to the LORD your God are still alive today. See, I have 
taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my God commanded me, so that you may follow them 
in the land you are entering to take possession of  it. Observe them carefully, for this will show 
your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, 
"Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people." What other nation is so great as to 
have their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? And 
what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of  laws I am 
setting before you today? Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget 
the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to 
your children and to their children after them. Remember the day you stood before the LORD 
your God at Horeb, when he said to me, "Assemble the people before me to hear my words so 
that they may learn to revere me as long as they live in the land and may teach them to their 
children."  
 
The Psalm   Psalm 78:4, 13-16, 24-26 
“We Will Tell”         setting by Phillip Magness 

Soloist: Refrain 
Congregation: Refrain 
 
S: He divided the sea and led them through;  

He made the water stand firm like a wall.  
He guided them with the cloud by day  

and with light from the fire by night.  
C: Refrain 

1 Peter 1:3-9  Praise be to the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, and 
into an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade-- kept in 
heaven for you, who through faith 
are shielded by God's power until 
the coming of the salvation that is 

ready to be revealed in the last 
time. In this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while you 
may have had to suffer grief in all 
kinds of trials. These have come 
so that your faith-- of greater 
worth than gold, which perishes 
even though refined by fire-- may 
be proved genuine and may result 
in praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed. Though 

you have not seen him, you love 
him; and even though you do not 
see him now, you believe in him 
and are filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy, for you are 
receiving the goal of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls.  
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S: He split the rocks in the desert  
and gave them water as abundant as seas.  

He made streams come out of  the rock  
and caused water to flow down like rivers.  

C: Refrain 
 
S: He rained down manna for the people to eat;  

He gave them the grain of  heaven.   
Men at the bread of  angels;  

He sent them all the food they could eat.  
C: Refrain 
 ©2013 Liturgy Solutions, Inc. Reprinted by permission.  All rights reserved.  
 
Lesson  1 Peter 1:3-9 
Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade-- kept in heaven for you,  5 who through faith are 
shielded by God's power until the coming of  the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time.  6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief  in 
all kinds of  trials.  7 These have come so that your faith-- of  greater worth than gold, which 
perishes even though refined by fire-- may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even 
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy,  9 for you are receiving the goal of  your faith, the salvation of  your souls.  
 
Gospel  John 15:1-17 
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off  every branch in me that bears no 
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  You 
are already clean because of  the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in 
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 
unless you remain in me. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If  a man remains in me and I in 
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If  anyone does not remain in me, 
he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the 
fire and burned. If  you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be given you.  This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be 
my disciples. "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If  you 
obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and 
remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete.  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  You are my friends if  you do what I command. 
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I 
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit-- fruit that will 
last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each 
other.  
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Hymn How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts CW 509 

Sermon  1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
Theme: Our Inheritance in Jesus Can Never Perish, Spoil, or Fade 
 

Hymn For Years on Years of  Matchless Grace CW 621 

 
Offering 

1. How shall the young secure their hearts 
 And guard their lives from sin? 
 Your Word, O Lord, the truth imparts 
 To keep the conscience clean. 
 
2. Your Word is like a heav’nly light 
 That guides us all the day, 
 And through the dangers of  the night 
 A lamp to lead our way. 
 
3. The starry heav’ns your rule obey; 
 The earth maintains its place; 
 And these your servants night and day 
 Your skill and pow’r express. 

 
4. But still your law and gospel, Lord, 
 Have lessons more divine; 
 Not earth stands firmer than your Word 
 Nor stars so nobly shine. 
 
5. Your Word is everlasting truth; 
 How pure is ev’ry page! 
 That holy Book will guide our youth 
 And well support our age. 

1. For years on years of  matchless grace 
 We come, O God, before your face; 
 Your undeserved love and care 
 Rouse us to praise and stir to prayer. 
 
2. For founding fathers filled with zeal 
 To preach your gospel and reveal 
 Your love to sinners far and wide, 
 Let now your name be glorified. 
 
3. For staunch confessors, praise, O Lord, 
 For, bound and governed by your Word, 
 They led our church to firmer ground, 
 Though error flourished all around. 
 
4. For growth in numbers, growth in grace, 
 For missions born in many a place, 
 For gospel work in foreign climes, 
 We ring the glad thanksgiving chimes. 

5. For many schools our thanks we pay, 
 The schools that teach the young your 

way, 
 The schools that train a ministry 
 Who want your will their will to be. 
 
6. Oh, grant that we may never view 
 Your blessings as our right and due, 
 But see ourselves as beggars giv’n 
 To be your own and heirs of  heav’n. 
 
7. Lord, keep us steadfast, keep us true; 
 Give zeal your glorious work to do. 
 Until we join in heaven’s song, 
 Your boundless grace to us prolong! 
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Prayer 
 
 

M: Gracious Lord God, as we pause this day to recall your blessings to our district, we are filled 
with humble gratitude: 

C: We give thanks to your gracious name.  
 
M: Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, you freed us from the guilt of  sin, the fear of  death, 

and the slavery of  Satan: 
C: Help us to always trust in Jesus as our only Savior from sin and hope of  heaven.  
 
M: You have given us your Word so that we might know you as a loving God and know for 

certain we will live in your love eternally:  
C: Help us to faithfully cling to your truth and to freely share that truth with others.  
 
M: You have given us your Sacraments of  baptism and holy communion to create and strengthen 

faith in our hearts and assure us that our sins are forgiven - fully, freely, and forever: 
C: Help us to treasure these gifts and use them often for our comfort. 
M: Through your Word you have given blessings to couples at weddings and comfort to family 

and friends at funerals:  
C: Help us be faithful to you and to one another for as long as we live.  
M: You have given us faithful pastors, school teachers, and Sunday School teachers to impart your 

Word of  promise:  
C: Help us to honor them as your representatives. 
 
M: You have given us numerous opportunities to grow in our Christian faith and life through 

Sunday School, Lutheran elementary school, Lutheran high school, and youth and adult Bible 
studies:  

C: Help us to show our appreciation by making good use of  them, for ourselves and for 
our children.  

 
M: You have given us dedicated organists, choir members, council men, organizational leaders, 

and countless volunteers who have given of  their time and talents to serve your kingdom: 
C: Help us to want, not so much to be served, as to serve and to give ourselves to your 

glory. 
 
M: With your assurance of  sins forgiven and the promise of  life in heaven, you have given us a 

purpose for living and hope in dying:  
C: Help us to be eager to live for you, to serve you, and to share the gospel for you.  
 
M: Through war and peace, recession and prosperity, you have given us faith to meet every 

obstacle:  
C: Help us to trust you to always see us through every challenge you set before us.  
 
M: For 100 years, you have given us the privilege of  sharing your gospel in the various 

communities of  our Minnesota District:  
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C: Until we are privileged to join all the saints who from their labors rest, help us as 
individuals and congregations to do all we can to share your Word of  salvation.  

 
M: Lord, we pray as your Son taught us: 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  Hallowed be your name, 
  Your kingdom come, 
  Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, 
  As we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
 
Blessing  
    
M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.   
C:  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn  God’s Word is Our Great Heritage  CW 293  
                      Tune by Fritz Reuter,  
   first music professor called to  
   Dr. Martin Luther College  
 

God's Word is our great heritage 
And shall be ours forever; 
To spread its light from age to age 
Shall be our chief  endeavor. 
Through life it guides our way, 
In death it is our stay. 
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 
We keep its teachings pure. 
Throughout all generations. 

 
†  †  † 

 
GUEST PREACHER Brian Dose 
ORGANIST Steve Thiesfeldt 
SOLOIST Erin Laabs 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 11 am Adult Bible Class 
Tue 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
Fri 10 am Women’s Summer Devotions at Washington Park, 715 N. State St. 
 5 pm Wedding Rehearsal 
Sat  Diersen / Grefe Wedding 
 6:30 pm Service in the Park at German Park, 200 N. German St. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Jun 17 11 am Adult Bible Class 
Jun 17-23  Camp Shetek 
Jun 19 7 pm Council Meeting 
Jun 22 10 am Women’s Summer Devotions at North Park, 1801 N. State St.  
Jun 23 3 pm Wedding Rehearsal 
Jun 24 11 am Adult Bible Class  
  Plocher / Doble Wedding 
Jun 25 7 pm Installation Choir Rehearsal 
Jun 26 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
Jun 29 10 am Women’s Summer Devotions at Nehl’s Park, 1100 Summit Ave. 
Jul 1 11 am Adult Bible Class 
Jul 2 7 pm Installation Choir Rehearsal 
Jul 4  Church office closed 
Jul 8 11 am Adult Bible Class 
 4 pm Pastor Guenther Installation Service 
Jul 10 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
Jul 13 10 am Women’s Summer Devotions at Hermann Heights Park, 14 Monument St. 
Jul 15 11 am Adult Bible Class 
Jul 17 7 pm Council Meeting 
Jul 18 5:15 pm St. Paul’s Church Family Night 
Jul 20 10 am Women’s Summer Devotions at South Park, 1800 S. State St. 
Jul 21 9 am Basement Reserved 
Jul 22 11 am Adult Bible Class 
Jul 24 9 am Vacation Bible School 
 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
 7 pm Quarterly Voters’ Meeting 
Jul 25 9 am Vacation Bible School 
Jul 26 9 am Vacation Bible School 
Jul 27 10 am Sunset Apt. Service 

 

†  Upcoming Weekend Services  † 
Saturday: 6:30 pm at German Park 

Sunday: 8 & 9:30 am 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was .  

Hospitalized ~ Please remember in your prayers Pastor Laitinen who underwent delicate neck 
surgery in Mankato this past week; for LeRoy Kramer who was hospitalized and dealing with 
congestive heart failure; for Richard Hoffman who is now in hospice care at home following  his 
body’s rejection of chemo;  and for Paul Willems who was hospitalized due to do AFib at New Ulm 
Medical Center. May God grant health and healing according to his will, and give these people 
comfort and courage through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
New Associate Pastor ~ Pastor Rob Guenther has accepted the call to be the  pastor of St. John's 
as the associate of Pastor Bovee. Pastor Guenther, his wife Rebecca, and their four children will arrive 
in late June. The Guenthers plan to live in the recently-purchased home at 601 S. Washington St. 
Therefore, we are thankful for the timing of the purchase of that property. Keep the Guenthers in 
your prayers as they prepare for the long move from Alaska to Minnesota. His installation will take 
place on July 8th at 4 pm. Please watch the bulletin and Fortress for further developments.  
 
Volunteers Needed ~ St. John’s is responsible for staffing the food shelf in July. Volunteers are 
needed. Norreen Ubel is the contact at 354-8661.  
 
Summer Bible Class ~ The summer Bible class takes place following the 9:30 service on Sunday 
mornings. The study will be on the book of Hebrews, starting chapter 8 — Jesus our Great High 
Priest in the order of Melchizedek. Even if you have not been in the class yet, you can jump in any 
time. 
 
Fellowship Sundays ~ Sunday, June 17, will be the first of our summer Fellowship Sundays. Stop 
under the covered walkway for some morning snacks after the 8:00 am service, continuing until after 
the 9:30 service.   
 
Confirmation Pictures ~ The pictures have arrived and can be found on the table in the new 
narthex.  
 
Flowers on the Altar were supplied by Chuck and Wendy Enter as they celebrate their 40th 
wedding anniversary. May God continue to bless their lives together. 
 
Installation Service Choir ~ Pastor Guenther's installation is on July 8 at 4 pm. We would like to 
have a choir for this service. There will be rehearsals on June 25 at 7 pm and July 2 at 7 pm.. We will 
rehearse in the balcony. If you would like to sing for this service, please contact Laura Balza at 
lbalza@splnewulm.org.  

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $ Home Operations ~ $14,532 is our weekly need  
 $ MVL ~ $1,118 is our weekly need $ Audio/Video Equipment 
 $ Missions ~ $1,648 is our weekly need $ Christian Family Solutions/WLCFS 
 $ Building Fund ~ $1,603 is our weekly need $ Church Library Fund 
 $ K-12 Education Assistance $ Sunday School 
 $ Prison Ministry 
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Pastor Guenther Installation Information ~ Installation of Pastor Guenther will be Sunday, July 
8 at 4:00 pm with a dinner to follow. Help will be needed for set up, food prep, decorations, serving, 
and clean up/take down. Emails will be sent out asking for helpers, and also watch for sign up sheets 
as plans are set.  A cash collection is being gathered to fill the pantry for the Guenthers and provide other 

necessities for their home. You are invited to include donations in the offering plate with your check or envelope 
labeled "Guenther." Donation deadline is Sunday, July 1  
 

Moving Fund Envelope ~ When using the moving fund envelope, please include your envelope 
number to assist the Finance team and to ensure proper credit. 
 
MN District Convention Opening Service Choir ~ As in the past, a choir made up of area singers 
has been asked to sing in the opening service of the district convention at MLC. The service is 
Tuesday, June 12 at 9 am in Chapel of the Christ. There will be just two rehearsals: Sunday, June 10 at 
7 pm and Tuesday, June 12 at 7:30 am at Chapel of the Christ. Music will be distributed at the 
rehearsals. Contact Bethel Boeder at boederbj@mlc-wels.edu or 507-217-0182 with questions.  
 
MVL Job Openings ~ At the close of this school year, Mrs. Donna Dose will be retiring as our head 
of the food service. Thankfully, Mrs. Beth Fluegge will assume her role. As a result, Minnesota Valley 
Lutheran High School has a part-time position open in the food service at MVL. This position is 
for about 6 - 6 1/2 hours per day during the school year. Tasks include food preparation, service, 
washing dishes and clean up. Individuals interested in this position should contact Principal Tim Plath 
at MVL at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org. Palmer Bus Service is looking for a full-time bus 
driver for the 2018-19 school year. They are also looking for a bus manager to replace Randy 
Gieseke, who is retiring after twelve years as MVL's bus manager. A knowledge of diesel engines is 
helpful for the applicants for the manager position. Interested individuals should contact Shane 
Johnson at 507-327-6764.  
 
Thank You’s ~ Dear members of St. John's, Thank you for all the well-wishes, cards and gifts as I 
celebrated my 25th year in the teaching ministry this past week. All glory to our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
who has enabled me to publicly serve him for the past quarter of a century and you through St. Paul's 
School for the past 15 years. Over the years I have seen many changes come to education, but an 
important constant during this time has been Christ's love for us. I am looking forward to continuing 
to share the message of Jesus' love with you and your children — In Christ's Service, Michael Plocher. 
 
Thank you so much for the wonderful worship servicer and wonder reception for my 25th year in the 
ministry. I thank you for all the special notes, cards, messages, and gifts. It was an overwhelming and 
humbling day. I am so blessed to teach at St. Paul’s School and serve at St. John’s Church. Thank you 
for all your support and encouragement. — In Him, Laura Balza  
 
Staff Minister Kelly Emde kremde@comcast.net 
Administrative Teacher Jim Dretske jdretske@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Jean Schroeder jschroeder@splnewulm.org 
St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 
 
About the Cover ~ This year marks the 100th Anniversary of the WELS Minnesota District, which 
includes Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, a small section of Wisconsin, and parts of Canada north of the 
Minnesota border.  For more information, the booklet, “Continue in My Word,” is available for $3.  


