
 

 



 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 
March 14/15, 2020 

 
Prayer before worship: Almighty God, you have called us out of  darkness into light, out of  death 
to life, and out of  condemnation to salvation. Now we come before you in worship and praise, and 
ask that our offerings and prayers may be acceptable to you through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord and Savior. May we take seriously the warnings of  your law, but also embrace with joy the 
comforts of  your glorious gospel promise that we are saved by your grace alone through faith in 
Jesus our Savior. We pray these things in Jesus' name. Amen. 
 

Order of  Service: Christian Worship Supplement 
Divine Service I  p. 15 

 
ANTHEM My Heart Is Filled Keith Getty/Stuart Townend 

8 and 9:30 am 
My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who bore my pain; 
Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace and gave me life again; 
Who crushed my curse of sinfulness and clothed me with His light, 
And wrote His law of righteousness with pow’r upon my heart. 
 

My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who walks beside; 
Who floods my weaknesses with strength and causes fear to fly; 
Whose ev’ry promise is enough for ev’ry step I take, 
Sustaining me with arms of love and crowning me with grace. 
 

My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who reigns above; 
Whose wisdom is my perfect peace, whose ev’ry thought is love; 
For ev’ry day I have on earth is given by the King. 
So I will give my life, my all, to love and follow Him. 

 
OPENING HYMN O Savior, Precious Savior CW 368 
 6:30 pm, 9:30 and 11 am 
BAPTISMAL HYMN Church of  God, Elect and Glorious CWS 774 
 8 am 
 
FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 42:14-21 

For a long time I have kept 
silent, I have been quiet and held 
myself back. But now, like a 
woman in childbirth, I cry out, I 
gasp and pant. I will lay waste 
the mountains and hills and dry 
up all their vegetation; I will turn 
rivers into islands and dry up the 
pools. I will lead the blind by 
ways they have not known, along 
unfamiliar paths I will guide 

them; I will turn the darkness 
into light before them and make 
the rough places smooth. These 
are the things I will do; I will not 
forsake them. But those who 
trust in idols, who say to images, 
'You are our gods,' will be turned 
back in utter shame. "Hear, you 
deaf; look, you blind, and see!  
Who is blind but my servant, and 
deaf like the messenger I send? 

Who is blind like the one 
committed to me, blind like the 
servant of the LORD? You have 
seen many things, but have paid 
no attention; your ears are open, 
but you hear nothing." It pleased 
the LORD for the sake of his 
righteousness to make his law 
great and glorious.  



 

 

PSALM of  the DAY Psalm 143  6:30 pm, 8 & 9:30 am: CW p. 118 
 Choir:  Refrain  11 am: Insert 

 Choir: When morning lights the eastern skies, O Lord, your mercy show;  
  On you alone my hope relies, Your kindness make me know.  
 All: Refrain 
 

 Choir: O teach me, Lord, the way I should go; To you I lift my plea; 
  For refuge from my cruel foe To you, O Lord, I flee. 
 All: Refrain 
 

 Choir: O Lord, my God, to you I pray; Teach me your will to heed; 
  In your own right and perfect way May your own Spirit lead. 
 All: Refrain 
 

 Choir: For your name’s sake, O gracious Lord, Revive my soul and bless. 
  May your own care and faithful love Redeem me from distress. 
 All: Refrain 

 
SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 5:8-14 

VERSE of  the DAY 
 

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of  Man must be lifted up,  
that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.  

- John 3:14,15 
 
ANTHEM What Grace Is This! Grace Hennig 

 11 am 
What grace is this! My Lord and King has set his face to suffering.  
My God eternal dies to bring eternal life to me.  
 

What grace is this that very God would stoop to lift a cross of wood 
And walk a road of rock and blood, a sinner’s road, for me.  
 

What grace is this! Though Lord of all, he yields to Pontius Pilate’s law,  
And let the Roman hammers draw a rush of blood for me.  
 

What grace is this! Rude agonies! With common thieves he hangs and bleeds.  
The sinless Son bears each misdeed. He pays for all, for me.  
 

What grace is this! Once wrapped in cloths and gently laid in mangertrough,  
He’s taken, dead, from wretched cross and wrapped again for me.  
 

What grace is this? How can it be? He wears this raw humility to lift me to eternity. 
Such grace sweet grace for me.  

For you were once darkness, but 
now you are light in the Lord. 
Live as children of light (for the 
fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness, righteousness and 
truth) and find out what pleases 

the Lord. Have nothing to do 
with the fruitless deeds of 
darkness, but rather expose 
them. For it is shameful even to 
mention what the disobedient do 
in secret. But everything exposed 

by the light becomes visible, for 
it is light that makes everything 
visible. This is why it is said: 
"Wake up, O sleeper, rise from 
the dead, and Christ will shine 
on you."  



 

 

GOSPEL  John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 

  
NICENE CREED  p. 19 
 
HYMN of  the DAY Amazing Grace - How Sweet the Sound CW 379 
 
SERMON  Isaiah 42:14-21 
 

WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO MAKE YOU SEE AND HEAR? 
1.    THE SHARPNESS OF GOD’S JUDGMENT 
2.    THE GENTLENESS OF GOD’S MERCY 

 
 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYERS and LORD’S PRAYER  p. 22 
 
THE SACRAMENT  p. 22 
 To our worship guests seeking an altar at which to commune: Since the Lord's Supper is an expression 
 of outward unity in the faith as well as inner union with Christ, we ask that those who are not  
 communicant members of our fellowship please schedule a meeting with one of the pastors before 
 coming to the Lord's Table. We ask this in loving obedience to the Scriptures and not in judgment of 
 anyone's faith, sincerity, or standing before God. 
  

As he went along, he saw a man 
blind from birth. His disciples 
asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he 
was born blind?" 
"Neither this man nor his 
parents sinned," said Jesus, "but 
this happened so that the work 
of God might be displayed in his 
life. As long as it is day, we must 
do the work of him who sent 
me. Night is coming, when no 
one can work. While I am in the 
world, I am the light of the 
world." Having said this, he spit 
on the ground, made some mud 
with the saliva, and put it on the 
man's eyes. "Go," he told him, 
"wash in the Pool of 
Siloam" (this word means Sent). 
So the man went and washed, 
and came home seeing.  

They brought to the Pharisees 
the man who had been blind. 
Now the day on which Jesus had 
made the mud and opened the 
man's eyes was a Sabbath. 
Therefore the Pharisees also 
asked him how he had received 
his sight. "He put mud on my 
eyes," the man replied, "and I 
washed, and now I see." Some of 
the Pharisees said, "This man is 
not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath." But others 
asked, "How can a sinner do 
such miraculous signs?" So they 
were divided. Finally they turned 
again to the blind man, "What 
have you to say about him? It 
was your eyes he opened." The 
man replied, "He is a prophet."  
 
 

To this they replied, "You were 
steeped in sin at birth; how dare 
you lecture us!" And they threw 
him out. Jesus heard that they 
had thrown him out, and when 
he found him, he said, "Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?" 
"Who is he, sir?" the man asked. 
"Tell me so that I may believe in 
him." Jesus said, "You have now 
seen him; in fact, he is the one 
speaking with you." Then the 
man said, "Lord, I believe," and 
he worshiped him. Jesus said, 
"For judgment I have come into 
this world, so that the blind will 
see and those who see will 
become blind."  



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: St. John’s Mission Statement 
 12 pm Basement Reserved 
Mon 6 pm Evangelism Meeting 
Tue 6 pm Finance Committee Meeting 
 7 pm Council Meeting 
Wed 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Services 
 5:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7:15 pm Mixed Choir 
Thu 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: Picture Your Victory: Book of Revelation 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: Colossians 
Fri 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God Part 2” 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: I Apologize 
 7 pm St. Paul’s School Raider Musical: Rockin’ Robin Hood  
Sat 5 pm St. Paul’s School Italian Bistro 
 7 pm St. Paul’s School Raider Musical: Rockin’ Robin Hood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Mar 22 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: St. John’s Mission Statement 
Mar 23 6:30 pm Worship Committee Meeting 
Mar 24 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
 6 pm Gr. 3-4 Musical at St. Paul’s School 
Mar 25 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Services 
 5:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7:15 pm Mixed Choir 
Mar 26 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: Picture Your Victory: Book of Revelation 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: Colossians 
Mar 27 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God Part 2” 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: I Apologize 
 10 am Sunset Apt. Service 
Mar 28 5 pm MVL Auction, Turner Hall 

The full church calendar can be found at www.stjohnsnewulm.com 

 

†  Upcoming Services  † 
 

 

Lent Midweek: Wednesday: 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm 
Saturday: 6:30 pm  

Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11 am 

DISTRIBUTION  O Gracious Lord, I Firmly Am Believing CWS 743 
HYMNS Today Your Mercy Calls Us CW 339 
 

†  †  † 
 
PREACHER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST Craig Hirschmann 
MIXED CHOIR Bethel Boeder 



 

 

ST. JOHN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 493. 

Born Again Through Holy Baptism ~ this weekend is Johanna Lynn Schaefer, newborn daughter 
of Jon and Carrie Schaefer. May the Lord bless this family and keep Johanna in her baptismal grace all 
the days of her life.   
 
Lost and Found ~ Please check the table in the new narthex labeled “Lost and Found” for any items 
that may be yours. If not claimed, the items will be given to Treasure Haus.  
 
Youth Group ~ On April 4th, John and Paul Ministries will host Easter for Kids at St Paul's 
School! Easter for Kids is a congregation and community event where children in grades Prek3-grade 
4 come for a morning of fun and learning the Easter message of our Savior! Many hands are needed 
for such an event! Please go to the John and Paul Ministries website: johnandpaulministries.com for 
the online volunteer sign-up form. Areas of crew leaders/helpers, decorators, crafts, snacks, games 
etc. are all needed. Contact coordinator Beth Scharf with any questions at 920-757-5606 or 
dbscharf@hotmail.com. Thank you!    
 
Handbell Choir ~ If you’d like to be a part of something musical but you have limited vocal ability, 
then the new Handbell Choir is for you!  If you’re not good at reading notes or rhythm, I can teach 
you! Practices will be in the church basement at 6-7 pm on Wednesday. I need 11-17 Confirmed 
members. Please indicate your willingness to join the Handbell Choir by email to Becky Berg: 
rberg@mvlhs.org. As soon as we have enough people, we will begin practices.   
 
New Ulm Food Shelf ~ March is food share month at the food shelf. A portion of all gifts will be 
matched. Bring monetary donations to the church office.  
 
St. John’s Coffee Mugs ~ Newly ordered St. John's coffee mugs are used by our prospective 
member visitation team as a gift to help our new friends remember our local congregation. Perhaps 
you wish you had your own St. John's mug to help you remember to pray for our ministry during your 
morning java. Your wish has been granted! Stop by the display table in the narthex to pick up one of 
these stylish mugs for only $5 each! Leave your payment, cash or check to St John's, in the box.  
 
Contributions for St. Paul’s School Building Fund ~ Please make out checks to “St. John’s 
Lutheran Church" and indicate “St Paul’s School Building Fund” on your offering envelope. This will 
help us better track our congregation's support of the building project. These amounts will be 
reflected on your St. John’s contribution statement. Thank You!  
 
 
 
 

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $11,966 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need  
 $786 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need $266 Food & Fellowship 
 $1,741 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $505 K-12 Education Assistance 
 $150 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $150 St. Paul’s School Building Fund 



 

 

Dear members of St. John's, 
 
In view of recent corona virus concerns, St. John's will implement a number of temporary measures. 
 
We Will Continue... 
...to hold worship services on Saturday evenings, Sunday mornings, and the three midweek Lenten 
services on Wednesdays. Attend as you are comfortable doing so. 
...to record, upload, webcast, and telecast our services so that you can hear the message even if you are 
unable to attend or are uncomfortable doing so. 
...to hold Bible Classes, both midweek and on Sundays. You are welcome to attend as you are 
comfortable. Call or email the pastors for a copy of the handout if don't make it in person, but still 
wish to receive it. 
...to hold council, board, and committee meetings at the discretion of the individual group leaders. 
Watch the weekly bulletin for any changes. 
 
Prevention of Spread at St. John's 
In order to help prevent the spread of germs... 
...We will suspend shaking hands and will instead greet with a smile or an "elbow." We will do this not 
only to prevent the spread of germs, but to help those who may feel uncomfortable shaking hands 
not feel out of place. We do this in Christian love, not in fear. 
...We will suspend the use of the common cup. We will make sure that we have plenty of extra 
individual cups. 
...We will suspend our fellowship meals for Lent. (Stay tuned to see what is decided about our Easter 
brunch.) 
 
What You Can Do to Help... 
...If you are sick, have a fever, cough, or tickle in the throat, please stay home. Rest up. Get better. 
...Cough or sneeze into a tissue or your sleeve. The virus is airborne and not just transmitted through 
touch. 
...If you are high risk, stay home. We don't want you to get sick. This isn't displaying a lack of trust in 
God, but is wise prevention. 
 
If You Wish to Take Further Precaution... 
...Stay home from church. Watch online (https://www.stjohnsnewulm.com/worship) or on NUCAT 
(our services are on Comcast, Channel 14, and Nuvera, Channel 3, on Mondays at 6pm, Tuesdays at 
1pm, and Thursdays at 10am). Again, this is not a sign of a weak faith, but shows prudence in taking 
precaution. 
 
That being said, the fellowship and encouragement that we enjoy in corporate worship can't be 
entirely reduplicated with a service on the computer or television. So consider some ways of staying 
connected to your brothers and sisters in Christ... 
...Call or email a fellow member with a word of encouragement. Let's not stop encouraging others 
even if we stay at home. 
...Pray for your fellow members, especially those who are sick and suffering. Ask God to grant us all 
health in body and soul and the peace that only comes through trust in his promises. 
 
 



 

 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Italian Bistro and Show ~ The Raider Events Committee will once again be hosting a fun night of 
fellowship at the Italian Bistro on Saturday, March 21, at 5:30 pm, before the Saturday showing of the 
Raider Choir musical, "Rockin’ Robin Hood.” Social time begins at 5 pm. This pasta dinner includes 
salad, spaghetti and meatballs, breadstick, and cheesecake for dessert, all served to you by a charming 
5th grade waitstaff. Seats for this dinner must be reserved in advance at cutt.ly/italianbistro by 
Monday, March 16th, and paid for when you arrive at the event. Cost is $7/children (10 and under), 
and $10/adult. All proceeds benefit the Raider Choir to help cover production expenses. Please email 
Sarah Zahrt at zahrtse@gmail.com with any questions you may have.  
 
MVL Announcements ~ MVL Capital Campaign The Building on the Rock capital campaign is off to 
a great start following the kickoff on March 1! With your support and prayers, together we can 
enhance the academic and activity experiences for MVL students. The Mission Advancement team is 
available to discuss any questions you have: contact missionadvancement@mvlhs.org or 507-233-8659. 
May God bless our work together! Save the Date: Jeans & Dreams Join us at Turner Hall in New Ulm on 
Saturday, March 28 for the MVL Booster Club Auction! Come in your favorite denim for a delicious 
dinner, spectacular socializing with the MVL family, and an amazing array of items and experiences. 
Visit mvl.org/auction or MVL Facebook page for all the details! Thrivent Choice Dollars® Allocation MVL 
is a participating organization of the Thrivent Choice program. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
recommend where Thrivent gives back! Eligible members have until March 31 to direct their Choice 
Dollars. Visit thrivent.com or speak with your local office for more information. Bus Drivers Needed 
Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable transportation for students. We're looking for MVL 
route drivers and substitute drivers for these great kids. Paid training! Full-time and part-time positions 
available. Interested individuals should contact Site Manager Casey Stearns at 507-995-5387. 
 
Pie Donations ~ MVL has made a request of all congregations within the association to donate pies 
for the auction on Saturday, March 28th.  
 
Volunteer Opportunity: Builders for Christ ~ Make a difference today and volunteer to build 
churches in AZ, TX, or NC. Sign up for any length of time and help these congregations reach even 
more people in their community. No experience? No problem! Training is provided on site. Volunteers 
are especially needed March through April. To learn more about Kingdom Workers go to  
www.kingdomworkers.com/volunteer or call 414-771-6848.  
 
Job Opening ~ Bethany Lutheran College is currently taking applications for full-time custodian 
work in the men's residence hall. This position is responsible to the Director of Facilities for 
maintaining a clean, safe, and comfortable environment for student learning, relaxation, and recreation. 
Salary range is $13.00-$14.00/hr with comprehensive benefits package. Please visit the "Bethany Jobs" 
page on the Bethany Lutheran College website for more information or to apply.  
 
About the Cover ~ The prophet Isaiah saw and foretold many things. He proclaimed the Word of 
the LORD in all it's sharpness and with all its comfort. In our text for today we hear how he calls all 
people everywhere to repentance through the sternness of God's law and through the consolation of 
the gospel.  


