
GOD HAS ASCENDED AMID SHOUTS OF JOY 
 
Psalm 47:1-9  Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.  2 How 
awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth!  3 He subdued 
nations under us, peoples under our feet.  4 He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of 
Jacob, whom he loved. Selah  5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the 
sounding of trumpets.  6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing 
praises.  7 For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.  8 God reigns 
over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.  9 The nobles of the nations assemble 
as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is 
greatly exalted. 
 
Forty days have passed since the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection on Easter morning. 
Throughout that forty day period, Jesus appeared, disappeared, and reappeared to his disciples to 
prove to them he was alive and that he would never leave them nor forsake them. 
 
However, on the fortieth day, the Bible tells us how he led them to the Mount of Olives, lifted 
his hands to bless them, and ascended into heaven. Clouds of glory hid Jesus from their sight, 
and angels announced that he would one day return as he had left them. As they looked at his 
nailed punctured hands, they must have been reminded that this Jesus had died for their sins, and 
for the sins of every sinner. But as he lifted off the ground in his ascension, they must have also 
been reminded of his promise – that in his Father’s house were many mansions, and that he 
would go to prepare a place for them there. 
That is what the celebration of the Ascension of our Lord is all about. The Redeemer who died 
on the cross to atone for our sin and rose from death to prove our salvation has now ascended 
into heaven where he is glorified.  
 
Psalm 47 is traditionally the psalm associated with the Ascension, since it contains the words: 
God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. There is 
some debate about the occasion for which this psalm was written, but many believe it was used 
to commemorate the time when King David brought the Ark of Covenant up to Jerusalem. Since 
Jerusalem is built on a hill, any time one goes to Jerusalem the Bible always says they are going 
up, even if they are traveling south. 
 
Perhaps you recall that David’s first attempt was unsuccessful. He tried to bring the Ark from the 
city of Kiriath-Jearim on a nine mile journey to Jerusalem, but David failed to heed what God 
had commanded under Moses, and rather than having the priests carry the Ark on poles, he 
attempted to move it with a cart. The results were disastrous as the oxen pulling the cart 
stumbled, a  man named Uzzah put out his hand to steady the Ark, but was struck dead by the 
LORD, since he wasn’t supposed to touch it. 
 
David was angry, perhaps mostly with himself. For a time the Ark rested at the home of a priestly 
man Obed Edom. During that time, God richly blessed the home of Obed Edom, indicating he 
was still showing favor to his people who worshiped him before the Ark. David then tried again, 
the next time doing it as God had prescribed. Not only so, but David wore a linen ephod, a 
priest’s garment, and danced before the Ark all the way to Jerusalem. What a celebration it was as 
the Ark of God entered into Jerusalem and came to rest in the tent David had prepared especially 
for that purpose. The Ark of the Covenant was the article which Moses himself had built under 



God’s direction. It was the place where God met with his people at the Mercy Seat, between the 
image of the two cherubim that adorned the top of the Ark. 
 
The writer of the book of Hebrews reminds us: Hebrews 9:11  When Christ came as high 
priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.  Our 
Lord has ascended into heaven, not to an earthly copy of the Mercy Seat of God, but to the place 
where God dwells between the living Cherubs of heaven in unapproachable light. Eight times in 
the Old Testament there is a reference to this. 
For this reason, every time we sing or read Psalm 47, we can be reminded that God has 
ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. Jesus Christ 
ascended into heaven and was welcomed by the angels of God back into his homeland and his 
exalted place of honor. We sing praises to our exalted King, not only because his glory is 
restored, but because he promises he will share it with us. The day is coming when we too shall 
ascend on high, and his promise which was secured by his perfect life, death, and resurrection 
will be ours. We will go to live in the mansions prepared for us by Jesus himself. It was he who 
promised: “If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for 
you.” 
 
Blessed Ascension. 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee 

 

 

 

Your Synod at Work 
 

CALLED TO SUPPORT 
 

This month we will take a look at the section in the WELS Annual Report dedicated to the topic 
of “Called to Support.”  The section includes the Northwestern Publishing House, the WELS 
Foundation, WELS Investments funds, WELS Church Extension Fund, and the WELS Benefit 
Plans Office. 
 

The Northwestern Publishing House delivers Christ-centered, biblically sound resources within 
the WELS and beyond.  Last year they released more than 50 Christian resources in print and 
digital formats, including:   (1) two new titles in the Bible Discover series (A chosen Land for a 
Chosen people and Time Between the Testaments); (2) seven devotional books; (3) fourteen 
books and resources in anticipation of Reformation 500; (4) two resources for pastoral growth; 
(5) Christ-Light homeschool curriculum; (6) a summer vacation Bible school program;  (7) twelve 
music offerings for children and adults; and (7) six new Bible studies for large and small groups.  
They also held 95 book fairs in churches and schools. 
 

The WELS Foundation helps God’s people support gospel ministry through funding for WELS 
congregations, schools, missions, and other affiliated ministries.  Last year they distributed $6.6 
million in donor directed gifts. 



 

WELS Investment Funds is a self-supporting subsidiary of WELS.  It exists to provide cost-
effective, professionally managed investment portfolios for WELS affiliated ministries.  They 
current manage $180 million in assets, which includes $36 million for 171 congregations and 35 
affiliated ministries. 
 

The WELS Church Extension Fund provides financing through loans and grants to mission 
congregations to acquire land and ministry facilities to be used for gospel outreach.   During the 
last fiscal year $32.8 million of new loans and $4 million new grant requests were approved. 
 

The WELS Benefit Plans Office serves WELS and Evangelical Lutheran Synod workers and 
organizations through administration of the WELS Voluntary Employees’ Beneficiary 
Association Health Plan, the WELS Pension Plan, and the WELS Shepherd Plan.  Coverage and 
benefits provided are uniform throughout all 50 states. 
 

Gerald Woodley 
 

 

 

From Your Staff Minister 
 

Vacation Bible School dates have been finalized.  They are July 25-27.  It will be for children who 
are four years old to going into 6th grade. For those who would like to assist with VBS we are 
looking for those going into 7th grade and older. 
 
“He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.  For 
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  Consequently you are no longer 
aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”  
(Eph 2:17-20) 
 
Kelly Emde 
 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
 

 

BoCD Work (SP Board of Child Discipleship) 
Raise in Tuition and Fees 
Since the BOCD needed to make additional cuts and/or increase fees to help close the gap to 
maintain a balanced St. Paul’s Church budget, the board decided to do both in their May 11th 
meeting. It is recommending to withdraw the request for a $5000 Technology budget line item, 
propose several administrative expense cuts, and add an additional $15 increase in tuition for 
the 2017-18 school year over its April proposal. It is also making a recommendation to raise the 
cost of PreK an additional $5 per child per year over the April proposal. The school tuition is 
now recommended at $1075. St. John’s Council will review the amount for Tuition Off-set for 



our members in the June meeting following St. Paul’s voter’s budget meeting in June. PreK fees 
are proposed to be $877 for 2-day and $1314 for 3-day. Lunch prices will not change from the 
proposed increases in April. 
 
Building Project 
There was no new information presented at the May meeting, yet the good news of reaching a 
milestone—receiving an amount that was forecasted by the campaign group for three years 
within two years. Over $1.8 million has been received into the Building Campaign. This is 
awesome news and is optimistic for the campaign to grow larger to meet the need for the 
anticipated building. The first phase cost at this point is anticipated at $4.3 million which 
includes a new entrance with elevator, offices located at the entrance, additional rooms in the 
upper level of the entrance, needed renovation in the present building, and an anticipated Early 
Childhood addition. The much needed gymnasium is in the 2nd phase. Continue to keep this 
project in your prayers and consider gifts to the project over the amount you presently give to 
support St. John’s ministries. 
 
New Call 
Mr. Plocher had received a Call to teach Science and Math at Crown of Life Lutheran School in 
West St. Paul in late April – He has since Returned the call. We are blessed to have Mr. Plocher 
remain with us serving the upper grades with teaching Science and Computer as well as 
supplying much in the area of technology throughout the school. 
 
Although not directly connected to the school, Brandon Steenbock, St. Paul’s Staff Minister, 
accepted a call to a Staff-Ministry position in De Pere, Wisconsin. Indirectly, it affects the 
school in a couple ways. Mr. Steenbock has offered several classes to parents within his 
“Family” ministry over the years. Also, his wife, Nikki, has been serving as paraprofessional in 
the PreK rooms during sessions when the enrollment was over ten students—a state 
requirement. 

 
Registration Day 
Registration Day will take place on August 10th with two sessions. One will run from 10:00 - 2:00 
and the other from 4:00 until 7:00 pm. LifeTouch will take school ID pictures. A packet of 
information will arrive in early July with forms to fill out and other information. If you are 
planning a vacation and will not be able to come on August 10th, please stop in the office before 
that day to register your child. The office will be open Tuesdays through Thursdays from  
8 - 3 pm.  
 
The school year 2017-18 will begin for Grades 1-8 on Tuesday, September 5th with an opening 
service at about 8:20 am.  
 

Calendar 
 Aug 10 Registration with ID Pictures taken 
 Sep 5 School Begins: Opening Service: 8:20 am 
 

School’s website: www.splnewulm.org/school 
 
Respectfully submitted,  



James L. Dretske,  
Administrative Teacher: jdretske@splnewulm.org 
 

 

 

 

Archives 
 

Miscellany 
 

Like previous months, some more items from service bulletins, newsletters, and council and 
congregational minutes from 60, 50, 25, 10, and 1 years ago.  Hope you will find them interesting.  
Comments, questions, suggestions and even corrections are welcome at kruegerh@mlc-wels.edu. 
 
1957, Pastor was Rollin Reim.  In June a special bulletin was included with the service folder 
with the reminder: “In order to meet our obligations and goals for the first half of 1957, we must 
bring more than TWICE the usual amount of offerings from now until June 30.”  August repeats 
a similar concern:  “Please don’t groan.  We were reminded correctly at the convention that the 
reward for faithful service in the Kingdom is MORE work, the reward for miserly effort LESS 
opportunity to work.” 
 
1967, Pastor was Frederick Nitz.  Practice and schedules for St. John’s dartball team were 
noted for each week January through April and again beginning in September.  St. John’s hosted 
the area tournament in April.  [Could not find a reference as to who won.]  In April members 
were invited to join the newly organized softball team.  [No note as to gender.] 
 
1992, Pastor was David Kolander; David Zabel was Director of Christian Education.  
“Opportunity [not Wish] List” included a computer along with a monitor, a printer and a work 
station.  A report to the Council in March noted the purchase of a video projector to show 
WELS Connection tapes and of a low-light camcorder to improve the quality and video of tapes 
of the services. 
 
2007, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James 
Dretske.  A report by Bob Krueger to the Council in October reviewed the history of archives 
collection and noted that no specific action regarding the regular appointment of an archivist had 
even taken place.  A list of duties was also proposed.  The position was officially approved in the 
October voters’ meeting.  

 
2016, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James 
Dretske.  In March MVL’s Fellowship Policy was referred to the Board of Elders for review.  Of 
concern was the participation in religious services of students not of WELS’ fellowship.  A series 
of discussion meetings were also held in this regard and to explain St. John’s concerns. 
 
To be continued. 
 
Bob Krueger 
 



Church Council Digest 
 
The St. John’s Church Council met on May 16.  A summary of reports and action not reported 
elsewhere in the Fortress follows: 
 
Membership changes 
 Benjamin Dose to Mt. Olive Lutheran, St. Paul, MN  
 
Although most of the council members were present for the meeting, a report on the voters’ 
meeting a week earlier featured the extension of a call to Rev. Joel Spaude of St. Peter Lutheran 
Church, Fort Collins, Colorado.  This is the sixth call extended for an administrative associate 
pastor to serve St. John’s. 
 
Pastor Bovee noted that 17 eighth graders were confirmed on April 30 and Vacation Bible 
School will be held from July 24-28. 
 
Jonathan Bleick, reporting for the Board for Youth and Education, noted that St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School is considering a larger than anticipated increase in tuition for the 2017-18 school year.  St. 
John’s is monitoring the situation closely to see what effect, if any, this will have on the tuition 
offset support it provides for families with children enrolled at St. Paul’s. 
 
Board of Trustees Chairman David Rausch reported that he has received two bids for improving 
the surface of the basement floor in the $12,000-14,000 range.  He will continue to investigate 
suitable options for the work. 
 
The Church Council often omits one of its summer meetings and decided not to meet during the 
month of June.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 11, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The next regular quarterly voters’ meeting has been rescheduled for Tuesday, July 18, at 7:00 p.m. 
The rescheduling will avoid a conflict with Vacation Bible School the following week. 
 
Steven R. Thiesfeldt,  
Congregational Chairman 
 

 

 

Library News 
 
Because we are celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, I have placed some of the 
materials about Martin Luther and the Reformation on the cart in the library. Much new material 
about Martin Luther and his life has been published this year. A recent addition to the library by 
Martin Luther for his friend Peter, the barber, is called “A Simple Way to Pray.” Peter was greatly 
trouble about his sin of murder. Luther used his small catechism as the basis of his devotions.  
 
“Living Life, Living Faith” is a devotional book written by a father and son, Edward and Aaron 
Grube. It contains 52 devotions covering many different life issues such as adjusting to life 
changes and handling the stresses we face in life. Aaron shares his real-life experiences while 



Edward shares fatherly and biblical advice. Each devotion assures you of God’s love in whatever 
challenges you face in your life.  
 
Please return any library materials you are no longer using so others may use them.  
 
Eleanor Runke 
Church Librarian 
 

 

 

Women’s Summer Devotions in the Park 
 

 

The Friday morning women’s Bible study group invites all women and moms to join them during 
the summer months for devotions in the park. We meet at 10 am at the listed park and read a 
devotion followed by free play and a picnic lunch (optional). Feel free to bring a friend! If you 
have any questions please contact Sarah Strackbein at 612-361-0425. 
 
 June 2 Riverside Park 
 9 North Market Park 
 16 Washington Park 
 23 North Park 
 
 July 7 Nehl’s Park 
 14 Hermann Heights Park 
 21 South Park 
 28 German Park 
 
 August 4 Hermann Heights Park 
 11 Lincoln Park 
 18 Harman Park 
 25 Highland Park 
 

 

 

 

Women of St. John’s 
 
The Women of St. John’s met on May 2, 2017.  Pastor Bovee’s devotion was a meditation on 1 
Corinthians 15.  There was a problem in Corinth.  False teachers were saying that there was no 
resurrection of the dead.  Paul began by reminding the Corinthians of the gospel message of 
which they once believed.  He went on to point out that we have nothing if Christ has not been 
raised.  Why even bother being a Christian?  The proof is Jesus’ resurrection.  He is the firstfruits.  
We are certain of His resurrection because of the many recorded accounts of those who 
witnessed Him alive.   
 
Our program for the evening was a discussion session to re-evaluate our mission, constitution 
and bylaws as well as other topics of interest.  We worked in groups of four, going through 



assigned portions of the constitution, and then came together to share notes with the entire 
group.  We will continue our discussion in September. 
 
Next Meeting: Come join us for an evening of food, fellowship and fun! The Women of St. 
John’s will meet on Tuesday, June 6 at 6 pm. Our gathering that night will be a meal served in 
the church basement followed by a fun fellowship activity. The main course will be a casserole 
from Happy Joe’s. Babysitting, beverages, salad and dessert will be supplied as well. Please sign-
up on the sheet in the narthex by June 4, so we know how many women to plan for that night.  
Or, if you prefer, you may call the church office at 507-354-6744 or email to 
stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com by June 2. Please indicate if you will need babysitting. If your 
children will eat with you, please include them in the count on the sign-up sheet.  Everything will 
be provided – just bring yourself!  We hope to see you there! 
 
Christine Baganz 
Secretary 
 

 

 

 


