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Worship Notes 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 28/29, 2020 
 

Prayer before worship:  Dear Jesus, we know that one day you will raise us from death to life. One 
day you will defeat your last enemy, Death, and life will reign forever when we walk with you! As we 
constantly hear of disease taking more lives every day, today we see you come face to face with 
death and defeat it! During our Lenten walk to Calvary, where you gave your life, help us to 
remember that in that act, you who are the resurrection and the life have made us heirs of eternal 
life and give us peace. 
 

Order of Service: Morning Praise page 45 
 

OPENING HYMN Drawn to the Cross  CW 387 

 
M: O Lord, open my lips. 
C: And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 
M: Hasten to save me, O God. 
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
 
M: (Lent) Behold the Lamb of God: let us worship him.  
 
C: Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our  salvation. 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving, let us make a joyful noise  to him with 
songs of praise. For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all  gods. The deep 
places of the earth are in his hand; the heights of the hills are also his. The sea is his, for 
he made it, and his hand formed the dry land. Oh, come, let us worship and bow down, let 
us kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is our God, and we are the people of his 
pasture and the sheep of his hand.  

 
Be seated 

 
LESSON  Isaiah 43:16-24 

1. Drawn to the cross, which you have blessed 
 With healing gifts for souls distressed, 
 To find in you my life, my rest, 
 Christ crucified, I come. 
 
2. How well you know my griefs and fears, 
 Your grace abused, my misspent years; 
 So now to you with contrite tears, 
 Christ crucified, I come. 

3. Wash me and take away each stain; 
 Let nothing of my sin remain. 
 For cleansing through your cross and pain, 
 Christ crucified, I come. 
 
4. To pledge my labor willingly, 
 Which shall so sweet a service be 
 That angels well might envy me, 
 Christ crucified, I come. 

This is what the LORD says-- he 
who made a way through the 
sea, a path through the mighty 
waters, who drew out the 
chariots and horses, the army 
and reinforcements together, 
and they lay there, never to rise 
again, extinguished, snuffed out 

like a wick: "Forget the former 
things; do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way 
in the desert and streams in the 
wasteland. The wild animals 
honor me, the jackals and the 

owls, because I provide water in 
the desert and streams in the 
wasteland, to give drink to my 
people, my chosen, the people I 
formed for myself that they may 
proclaim my praise. "Yet you 
have not called upon me, O 
Jacob, you have not wearied 



 

 

 
PSALM Psalm 73 CW p. 94 

 
I am always with you, O Lord; 
 you hold me by my right hand. 
 
You guide me with your counsel, 
 and afterward you will take me into glory. 
 
Whom have I in heaven but you? 
 and earth has nothing I desire besides you. 
 
My flesh and my heart may fail, 
 but God is the strength of my heart 
 and my portion forever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
LESSON  Romans 11:11-21 

Again I ask: Did they stumble so 
as to fall beyond recovery? Not 
at all! Rather, because of their 
transgression, salvation has 
come to the Gentiles to make 
Israel envious. But if their 
transgression means riches for 
the world, and their loss means 
riches for the Gentiles, how 
much greater riches will their 
fullness bring! I am talking to 
you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am 
the apostle to the Gentiles, I 
make much of my ministry in the 
hope that I may somehow 

arouse my own people to envy 
and save some of them. For if 
their rejection is the 
reconciliation of the world, what 
will their acceptance be but life 
from the dead? If the part of the 
dough offered as firstfruits is 
holy, then the whole batch is 
holy; if the root is holy, so are 
the branches. If some of the 
branches have been broken off, 
and you, though a wild olive 
shoot, have been grafted in 
among the others and now 
share in the nourishing sap from 

the olive root, do not boast over 
those branches. If you do, 
consider this: You do not 
support the root, but the root 
supports you.  You will say then, 
"Branches were broken off so 
that I could be grafted in." 
Granted. But they were broken 
off because of unbelief, and you 
stand by faith. Do not be 
arrogant, but be afraid. For if 
God did not spare the natural 
branches, he will not spare you 
either.  

yourselves for me, O Israel. You 
have not brought me sheep for 
burnt offerings, nor honored me 
with your sacrifices. I have not 

burdened you with grain 
offerings nor wearied you with 
demands for incense. You have 
not bought any fragrant calamus 

for me, or lavished on me the fat 
of your sacrifices. But you have 
burdened me with your sins and 
wearied me with your offenses.  



 

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE 
 

 All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
By his wounds we are healed. 

 
 
HYMN Now I Have the Firm Foundation  CW 386 

 
SERMON  John 11:17-27, 38-45 

Trust in Jesus… 

 1.  …as the Resurrection 
 2.  …as the Life 

1. Now I have found the firm foundation 
  Which holds my life forever sure; 
 ‘Twas laid before the world’s creation 
  In Christ my Savior’s wounds secure, 
 Foundation which unmoved shall stay 
  When heav’n and earth will pass away. 
 
2. It is that mercy never ending, 
  Which human wisdom far transcends, 
 Of him who, loving arms extending, 
  To wretched sinners condescends. 
 His heart with pity still will break  
  Whether we seek him or forsake. 
 
3. Our ruin God has not intended; 
  For our salvation he has yearned. 
 For this his Son to earth descended 
  And then again to heav’n returned; 
 For this so patient evermore 
  He’s knocking at our heart’s closed door. 

4. O depth of love, to me revealing 
  The sea where my sins disappear! 
 In Christ my wounds find perfect healing; 
  There is no condemnation here! 
 For Jesus’ blood through earth and skies 
  Forever “Mercy! Mercy!” cries. 
 
5. Let mercy cause me to be willing 
  To bear my lot and not to fret. 
 While he my restless heart is stilling, 
  May I his mercy not forget! 
 Whatever comes my heart to test, 
  His mercy is my only rest. 
 
6. Lord, I will stand on this foundation 
  As long as I on earth remain; 
 This will engage my meditation 
  While I the breath of life retain. 
 And then, when face to face with you, 
  I’ll sing your mercy great and true. 

On his arrival, Jesus found that 
Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days. Bethany was 
less than two miles from Jerusa-
lem, and many Jews had come 
to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them in the loss of their brother. 
When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went out to 
meet him, but Mary stayed at 
home. "Lord," Martha said to Je-
sus, "if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. But 
I know that even now God will 
give you whatever you ask." Je-
sus said to her, "Your brother 
will rise again." Martha an-
swered, "I know he will rise 
again in the resurrection at the 
last day." Jesus said to her, "I 
am the resurrection and the life. 

He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; and who-
ever lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe 
this?" 
"Yes, Lord," she told him, "I be-
lieve that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, who was to come 
into the world."  
 
Jesus, once more deeply 
moved, came to the tomb. It was 
a cave with a stone laid across 
the entrance. "Take away the 
stone," he said. "But, Lord," said 
Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, "by this time there is a bad 
odor, for he has been there four 
days." Then Jesus said, "Did I 
not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of 

God?" So they took away the 
stone. Then Jesus looked up 
and said, "Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I 
said this for the benefit of the 
people standing here, that they 
may believe that you sent me."  
When he had said this, Jesus 
called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, 
come out!" The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet wrapped 
with strips of linen, and a cloth 
around his face. Jesus said to 
them, "Take off the grave 
clothes and let him go." There-
fore many of the Jews who had 
come to visit Mary, and had 
seen what Jesus did, put their 
faith in him.  



 

 

Please stand 
 
 
TE DEUM HYMN God, We Praise You CW 277 

 
Be seated 

 
OFFERING 
 

Please stand 
 
M: In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.   
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER and PRAYERS 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
 us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
 Amen.  
 
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have  brought us safely to this 
 new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor 
 run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus 
 Christ, your Son, our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us praise the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you all.  
C: Amen.  
 
 

1. God, we praise you! God, we bless you! 
  God, we name you sov’reign Lord 
 Mighty King whom angels worship, 
  Father, by your Church adored: 
 All creation shows your glory; 
  Heav’n and earth draw near your throne, 
 Singing, “Holy, holy, holy,  
  Lord of hosts and God alone!” 
 
2. True apostles, faithful prophets, 
  Saints who set their world ablaze, 
 Martyrs, once unknown, unheeded, 
  Join one growing song of praise, 
 While your Church on earth confesses 
  One majestic Trinity: 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
  God, our hope eternally. 

3. Jesus Christ, the King of glory, 
  Everlasting Son of God, 
 Humble was your virgin mother, 
  Hard the lonely path you trod: 
 By your cross is sin defeated, 
  Hell confronted face to face, 
 Heaven opened to believers,  
  Sinners justified by grace. 
 
4. Christ, at God’s right hand victorious,  
  You will judge the world you made; 
 Lord, in mercy help your servants  
  For whose freedom you have paid: 
 Raise us up from dust to glory; 
  Guard us from all sin today. 
 King enthroned above all praises,  
  Save your people, God, we pray. 



 

 

CLOSING HYMN Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ CW 401 
   Stanzas 2, 3 and 5 

†  †  † 
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2. Your blood, not mine, O Christ, 
 Can heal my sinful soul; 
 Your wounds, not mine, contain 
 The balm that makes me whole. 
 
REFRAIN: 
 To whom but you, who can alone 
 For sin atone, Lord, shall I flee? 
 
3. Your cross, not mine, O Christ, 
 Has borne the dreadful load 
 Of sins that none could bear 
 But the incarnate God.  
 REFRAIN 

5. Your righteousness, O Christ, 
 Alone can cover me; 
 No other righteousness 
 Can set a sinner free.  
 REFRAIN 



 

 

ABBCDBEFGFBHI 
 

Bible Classes ~ will continue online. Join us Thursday mornings at 10:30 am for a study on the 
book of Revelation, on Thursday evenings at 7 pm for a study on the book of Colossians, and 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am for a study of the book of Isaiah. All three classes will be held at 
Meet.Google.com (or with the Google Meet app on your smartphone or tablet) with "meeting 
code" tjx-anhj-gvx. Or use this shortcut which automatically enters the code for you: https://bit.ly/
STJLCNUMeet (Note: the link is case sensitive). You can also call in over the phone at (209) 457-
0523 using PIN: 100 259 597# (Note: This will be a long distance call.) The meeting room can hold 
up to 250 participants, so feel free to tell your friends!   
 
Sending Offerings through Bill Pay ~ Several members of St. John’s have asked if there is a way 
for them to make their weekly offerings automatically either online or by an automatic bank 
transaction. St. John’s is investigating our online giving options, but are not yet ready to receive 
online gifts. For the time being, we suggest that our members consider using your bank’s online Bill 
Pay service to make weekly or monthly gifts to St. John’s. If you have questions about using Bill Pay 
to make donations, please contact Financial Secretary Mike Thom at 507-217-7671. 
 
MVL Announcements ~  
UPDATE: MVL Capital Campaign God has blessed MVL's Building on the Rock campaign with more 
than $800,000 in gifts and pledges, and we are confident that He will continue to bless our efforts. 
However, we want to be cognizant of our families and individuals who love and support this ministry. 
We don't want to put them in a position to have face-to-face meetings or to question how to make 
their best gift to our capital campaign at this time. As a result, the Board of Directors has voted to 
pause Building on the Rock. For further information, please contact MVL Mission Advancement 
Director Phil Scriver at pscriver@mvlhs.org or 507-233-8659.  
POSTPONED: Jeans & Dreams The MVL Booster Club Auction "Jeans & Dreams" originally 
scheduled for March 28 is postponed. The most current event news can be found at mvl.org/
auction or the MVL Facebook event.  
MODIFIED: Tiaras & Ties MVL will not be hosting the Tiaras & Ties father-daughter dance event this 
year. Instead, each and every one of your living rooms or backyards will! More details will be 
coming, but we're working on creating a music playlist, activities, and online environment for April 18 
so that you can still make some wonderful memories at home. Please stay tuned to the MVL 
Facebook event and feel free to contact Kristin Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org with any questions.  
 
Job Openings ~ Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for: 

One regular full-time Early Childhood Learning Center - Assistant Teacher 
One regular part-time Early Childhood Learning Center - Administrative Assistant 
One temporary limited term Men's Cross Country - Head Coach 

Comprehensive descriptions for these positions can be found at mlc-wels.edu/hr. Interested 
individuals should apply online. Applications will be accepted through 12:00 pm (noon) on Tuesday, 
April 7, 2020 for the Early Childhood Learning Center positions and Tuesday, April 28, 2020 for the 
Men's Cross Country Head Coach position. Additional information and details can be obtained by 
contacting the Martin Luther College Human Resources Office at 507-354-8221. 
 
 



 

 

About the Cover ~ Lazarus had been dead for several days already. That made those at his grace 
object to Jesus suggestion that the tomb stone be rolled away! What a stink that would make! Death 
comes as a result of the stink of sin that fills the nostrils of God. But Jesus has removed our sin by 
his death on the cross. And he has robbed death of its sting. Jesus performed the greatest miracle of 
his ministry – the resurrection of a man dead for many days – to prove to us the certainty of his 
greatest promise: Because he has conquered death we will live forever with him.  


