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Worship Notes 
Second Sunday of Easter 

April 18/19, 2020 
 

Prayer before worship: Dear Jesus, we know that it was because of our sins that you went to the 
cross and so, in a sense, it was we who killed you. We know that for our sins we deserve to be 
abandoned to the grave and worse, to hell. But we also know that because of your perfect life and 
innocent death in our place, proven by your glorious resurrection, we will not be abandoned to the 
grave, but instead will live with you forever in heaven. Help us now to boldly proclaim the message 
of Easter to others that they might not be abandoned to the grave either. Send us your Spirit to 
make us bold to do so. In your name we pray, amen.  
 
 
 Order of Service: Morning Praise CW page 45 

 
 

OPENING HYMN If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death  CWS 721   

M: O Lord, open my lips. 
C: And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 
M: Hasten to save me, O God. 
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
 
M: The Lord is risen: let us worship him.  
 
C: Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving, let us make a joyful noise to him with 
songs of praise. For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. The deep 
places of the earth are in his hand; the heights of the hills are also his. The sea is his, for 
he made it, and his hand formed the dry land. Oh, come, let us worship and bow down, let 
us kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is our God, and we are the people of his 
pasture and the sheep of his hand.  

 
Be seated 

1. If Christ had not been raised from death, 
  Our faith would be in vain, 
 Our preaching but a waste of breath, 
  Our sin and guilt remain. 
 But now the Lord is ris’n indeed.  
  He rules in earth and heav’n: 
 His gospel meets a world of need— 
  In Christ we are forgiv’n. 
 
2. If Christ still lay within the tomb, 
  Then death would be the end, 
 And we should face our final doom 
  With neither guide nor friend. 
 But now the Savior is raised up, 
  So when a Christian dies 
 We mourn, yet look to God in hope— 
  In Christ the saints arise! 

3. If Christ had not been truly raised, 
  His Church would live a lie; 
 His name should nevermore be praised; 
  His words deserve to die. 
 But now our great Redeemer lives; 
  Through him we are restored; 
 His Word endures, his Church revives 
  In Christ, our risen Lord. 



 

 

PSALM of the DAY Psalm 16  p. 68  

 
 
 

Keep me safe, O God,* 
 for in you I take refuge. 
 

I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;* 
 apart from you I have no good thing.” 
 

I have set the LORD always before me.* 
 Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
 

Refrain 
 

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;* 
 my body also will rest secure, 
 

because you will not abandon me to the grave,* 
 nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
 

You have made known to me the path of life;* 
 you will fill me with joy in your presence. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 
 
LESSON  1 Corinthians 15:12-22 

GOSPEL  John 20:19-31 

On the evening of that first day 
of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, "Peace be with 
you!" After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and 
side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the 

Lord. Again Jesus said, "Peace 
be with you! As the Father has 
sent me, I am sending you." And 
with that he breathed on them 
and said, "Receive the Holy 

But if it is preached that Christ 
has been raised from the dead, 
how can some of you say that 
there is no resurrection of the 
dead?  If there is no resurrection 
of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised. And if 
Christ has not been raised, our 
preaching is useless and so is 
your faith. More than that, we 
are then found to be false 

witnesses about God, for we 
have testified about God that he 
raised Christ from the dead. But 
he did not raise him if in fact the 
dead are not raised. For if the 
dead are not raised, then Christ 
has not been raised either. And 
if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still in 
your sins. Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ are 

lost. If only for this life we have 
hope in Christ, we are to be 
pitied more than all men. But 
Christ has indeed been raised 
from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 
For since death came through a 
man, the resurrection of the 
dead comes also through a 
man. For as in Adam all die, so 
in Christ all will be made alive.  



 

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE 
 

The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Death has been swallowed up in victory. Alleluia! 
 
 
HYMN of the DAY O Sons and Daughters of the King CW 165 Stanzas 1 - 5 

 
SERMON  Acts 22-32 

Preach Easter 
 1.  God Won’t Abandon You to the Grave 
 2.  Don’t Abandon Others to the Grave 
 
 
 

"Men of Israel, listen to this: 
Jesus of Nazareth was a man 
accredited by God to you by 
miracles, wonders and signs, 
which God did among you 
through him, as you yourselves 
know. This man was handed 
over to you by God's set 
purpose and foreknowledge; 
and you, with the help of wicked 
men, put him to death by nailing 
him to the cross. But God raised 
him from the dead, freeing him 
from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for 

death to keep its hold on him.  
David said about him: "'I saw the 
Lord always before me. 
Because he is at my right hand, 
I will not be shaken. Therefore 
my heart is glad and my tongue 
rejoices; my body also will live in 
hope, because you will not 
abandon me to the grave, nor 
will you let your Holy One see 
decay. You have made known 
to me the paths of life; you will 
fill me with joy in your presence.'  
"Brothers, I can tell you 
confidently that the patriarch 

David died and was buried, and 
his tomb is here to this day. But 
he was a prophet and knew that 
God had promised him on oath 
that he would place one of his 
descendants on his throne. 
Seeing what was ahead, he 
spoke of the resurrection of the 
Christ, that he was not 
abandoned to the grave, nor did 
his body see decay. God has 
raised this Jesus to life, and we 
are all witnesses of the fact.  

1. O sons and daughters of the King,  
 Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 
 Today the grave has lost its sting! Alleluia! 
 
2. On that first morning of the week,  
 Before the day began to break,  
 The Marys went their Lord to seek. Alleluia! 
 
3. An angel bade their sorrow flee,  
 For thus he spoke unto the three, 
 “Your Lord will go to Galilee.” Alleluia! 

4. That night th’ apostles met in fear; 
 Among them came their Lord most dear 
 And said, “Peace be unto you here.” Alleluia! 
 
5. When Thomas afterwards had heard 
 That Jesus had fulfilled his word, 
 He doubted that it was the Lord. Alleluia! 

Spirit. If you forgive anyone his 
sins, they are forgiven; if you do 
not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven." Now Thomas (called 
Didymus), one of the Twelve, 
was not with the disciples when 
Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him, "We have 
seen the Lord!" But he said to 
them, "Unless I see the nail 
marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and 
put my hand into his side, I will 

not believe it." A week later his 
disciples were in the house 
again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were 
locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, "Peace 
be with you!" Then he said to 
Thomas, "Put your finger here; 
see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. 
Stop doubting and believe." 
Thomas said to him, "My Lord 
and my God!" Then Jesus told 

him, "Because you have seen 
me, you have believed; blessed 
are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed." Jesus 
did many other miraculous signs 
in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not recorded in this 
book. But these are written that 
you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have 
life in his name.  



 

 

HYMN O Sons and Daughters of the King CW 165 Stanzas 6 - 9 
 In place of Te Deum   

  
OFFERING 
 

Please stand 
 
 
M: In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.   
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this 

 new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor 
 run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us praise the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  
C: Amen.  
 
 
 

†  †  † 
 
 

PREACHER  Pastor Rob Guenther 
LITURGIST  Pastor Jeff Bovee 
ORGANIST  Jonathan Roux 

6. “Thomas, behold my side,” said he, 
 “My hands, my feet, my body see; 
 And doubt not, but believe in me.” Alleluia! 
 
7. No longer Thomas then denied; 
 He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
 “You are my Lord and God,” he cried. Alleluia! 

8. Blessed are they that have not seen 
 And yet whose faith has constant been; 
 In life eternal they shall reign. Alleluia! 
 
9. On this most holy day of days 
 To God your hearts and voices raise  
 In laud and jubilee and praise. Alleluia! 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Voters’ Meeting ~ The St. John’s voters’ assembly will meet in virtual session on Tuesday, April 28, 
at 7 pm. In addition to quarterly reports from our called workers, officers, boards, and committees, 
the church council is recommending the extension of two one-year calls:  1) to Mr. James Dretske to 
be our full time staff minister; and 2) to Mrs. Emily Stoering to be our 5-6th grade teacher at St. 
Paul’s School. Both calls would be for the period of July 1, 2020, to June 30, 2021.  
 

Look for additional information and rationale on the council’s recommendations in an email from 
congregational president Steve Thiesfeldt prior to the meeting. Because of mandatory social 
distancing constraints, the virtual voters’ meeting will employ Google Meet in a manner similar to our 
Bible classes. A link to join the meeting will be shared in advance. 
 
Bible Classes ~ will continue online. Join us Thursday mornings at 10:30 am for a study on the 
book of Colossians, on Thursday evenings at 7 pm for a study on the book of 2 Kings, and Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 am for a study of the book of Isaiah. All three classes will be held at 
Meet.Google.com (or with the Google Meet app on your smartphone or tablet) with "meeting 
code" tjx-anhj-gvx. Or use this shortcut which automatically enters the code for you: https://bit.ly/
STJLCNUMeet (Note: the link is case sensitive). You can also call in over the phone at (209) 457-
0523 using PIN: 100 259 597# (Note: This will be a long distance call.) The meeting room can hold 
up to 250 participants, so feel free to tell your friends!   
 
Sending Offerings through Bill Pay ~ Several members of St. John’s have asked if there is a way 
for them to make their weekly offerings automatically either online or by an automatic bank 
transaction. St. John’s is investigating our online giving options, but are not yet ready to receive 
online gifts. For the time being, we suggest that our members consider using your bank’s online Bill 
Pay service to make weekly or monthly gifts to St. John’s. If you have questions about using Bill Pay 
to make donations, please contact Financial Secretary Mike Thom at 507-217-7671. 
 
MVL Announcements ~ Tiaras & Ties  Looking for something fun to do on Saturday, April 18? Join 
in to our "virtual" Tiaras & Ties father-daughter dance from your home from 3 - 4 pm! We've created 
a music playlist, activities, and online environment so that you can still make some wonderful 
memories at home. Check out the MVL Facebook event (facebook.com/mvlhs) and feel free to 
contact Kristin Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org with any questions.  
 
Community Food Shelf ~ During the month of May St. John members have an opportunity to help 
serve our NU community by volunteering at the NU Emergency Food Shelf. If you are able please 
take a few hours to lend a helping hand. The need is greater now than ever before. Both college and 
high school students are encouraged to help out. Please contact Rita Walters via phone or text at 
507-351-8603 or email rmwalters@hotmail.com.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fruits of faith given:: 
 $15,769 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need  
 $1,516 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need $85 St. Paul’s School Building Fund 
 $1,751 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $50 Benevolence Fund 
 $1,781 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $30 LWMS 
 $15 Undesignated Memorials $10 K-12 Education Assistance 



 

 

Job Openings at Martin Luther College ~ Do you have college students home for the 
summer?  Are they looking for employment?  The MLC Early Childhood Learning Center is in 
urgent need of workers for the summer - and depending on when restrictions are lifted possibly 
earlier. The position would be for 129 hours per month. The shifts run anywhere from 6:45 am-5:30 
pm Monday-Friday and we are willing to schedule around other employment they may have. Child 
care experience is a plus but we are willing to train as needed. If interested please fill out an 
application on line  https://mlc-wels.edu/student-employment/. There is also a link to Summer 
employment on the MLC Portal.  If you would like more information please feel free to call us at 233-
9105.  Ask for Michelle or Liz.  We are here from 7am - 4:30 pm Monday-Friday. Thank you and 
blessings as we all work to navigate these unusual circumstances.    
Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for one temporary limited term Men's Cross 
Country - Head Coach. A comprehensive description for this position can be found at mlc-wels.edu/
hr. Interested individuals should apply online. Applications will be accepted through 12:00 pm on 
Tuesday, April 28. Additional information and details can be obtained by contacting the Martin Luther 
College Human Resources Office at 507-354-8221.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Administrative Teacher Jim Dretske jdretske@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Jean Schroeder jschroeder@splnewulm.org 
St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 
 
About the Cover ~ What a different Peter we see on the day of Pentecost! No longer hiding behind 
locked doors, he boldly preaches his first sermon to a crowd of more than 3,000 people! What made 
such a change? Well, the Holy Spirit, of course! The Spirit of God brought clarity to Peter on what 
Easter was all about! Though we put Jesus on the cross because of our sins, nevertheless, because 
of his work for us, we, like King David (whom Peter quotes in his sermon) and like Jesus, will not be 
abandoned to the grave. Because Jesus lives we too will live with him!  


