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WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 
Luke 2:21  On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the 
angel had given him before he had been conceived. 
 
What is in a name? Often in literature, names given to people have significance. It is especially true in the Bible. For 
example: Eve, whose name means “Life,” was so named because she was the mother of all living people. Moses 
means “Drawn Out,” for he was drawn out of the Nile River when he was found by the daughter of Pharaoh. 
Jacob, whose name means the “Heal-grabber,” was given this title for he was holding unto his twin brother’s heel 
when was being delivered from his mother’s womb, and he ended up living up to his name by tripping people with 
deceit throughout his life. Nabal, was the man who foolishly defied King David when David asked him for help, 
thus David almost put him to death, and would have if it had not been for the intervention of Nabal’s wife, Abigail. 
Ironically Nabal means “fool,” for he was a fool. Ichabod was the son of Phineas the wicked priest who died on the 
day the Israelites lost an important battle against the Philistines, and the Ark of God was stolen; therefore when 
Phineas’ wife went into labor and had a son they named him Ichabod, which means, “No Glory,” for the glory had 
left Israel on the day of his birth. The Apostle Simon in the New Testament was given the title Peter by Jesus, which 
means, “Rock” or “Stone.” That is because Peter had made a rock solid confession that Jesus was the Christ. 
 
And so, throughout the Bible many names had significance. It is not surprising then, that our Lord’s name also was 
given with purpose. He was named “Jesus,” a name which means, “The LORD Saves” or “Savior.” His name is 
very significant because he came to fulfill the title which was given to him. He came to be the Savior of the world.  
That is what the naming and circumcision of Jesus is all about. 
 
In order to understand the significance of all this, it is first of all necessary for us to understand the purpose of 
circumcision.  When God first instituted the rite of circumcision, he made it clear to Abraham that any male who 
was a believer in the true God had to be circumcised.  It was a sign which identified those who received it as 
belonging to the one true God.  They entered into God’s covenant through circumcision.  (Genesis 17:10-14). 
 
A covenant is a contract or agreement.  Now, usually when one makes a contract with someone else, it is an 
agreement signed by two parties which obligates each party to hold up his end of a bargain.  However, the strange 
thing about the covenant God made with Abraham was that it was completely one-sided.  God did not make 
Abraham swear to keep his part of the agreement.  The Bible tells us that God simply promised to fulfill the 
agreement himself. And because he couldn’t swear by anyone greater, he swore by himself. 
 
 
And what was God’s covenant?  That Abraham would be the father of many nations and that through his Seed all 
the nations of the earth would be blessed.  As St. Paul points out the book of Galatians, the “Seed” spoken of was 
singular, indicating one person. That person is Jesus. Yes, God promised that a Savior would come who would 
deliver the world from the curse of sin.  He promised that all who believed in this promise would be saved. 
 
God then commanded that any male who embraced this promise would thus enter his covenant, and receive the 
sign of circumcision.  God warned that without this sign, no one could be a part of his chosen people.  
Circumcision became an Old Testament sacrament. God promised that through it people would receive the 
blessings he promised, but without it, they did not belong to him. 
 
Everyone who was circumcised was committing himself to obey God’s commands.  God also commanded that all 
men and boys, even male babies only eight days old, were to receive this sign.  He thus was indicating that the 
blessings which came through this Old Testament ritual were not contingent upon the person receiving them, but 



the blessings came from God himself by promise. Women, who could not be circumcised, were also saved through 
faith. 
 
The rite of circumcision even became a part of the Mosaic Law.  When God instituted the feast of the Passover, 
God said that no one who was uncircumcised could partake in that feast.  And of course, anyone who could not 
partake of the Passover was still symbolically under God’s curse from the standpoint that he was not a part of 
God’s assembly. 
 
It is interesting then, that when Jesus, who is himself God Almighty, was born, his parents brought him to receive 
this Old Testament Sacrament in the Temple.  They wanted to make him a part of God’s assembly.  Their intent was 
to fulfill the requirements God had for them.  And so Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day, according to the 
Law.  Yes, Jesus entered into God’s covenant. 
 
But why Jesus? The answer is that Jesus had to be like us in every way in order to be our Savior.  We are obligated 
by God to be perfect and we must keep God’s law flawlessly, for God says, “Be perfect, for I the Lord your God, 
am perfect.”  But we have failed miserably.  We are sinners. In fact, it is not coincidental that in circumcision there 
is the shedding of blood. The Old Testament is a bloody book. The writer of the book of Hebrews tells us that 
without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins. Sin brings death. God tells us that the soul who sins 
must die. Because we are sinners, we are by nature under the death sentence.  
 
But St. Paul says of Jesus:  Galatians 4:4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under law. (NIV) In order to be our Savior, Jesus had to be under God’s Law also.  He obligated 
himself to keep God’s Law, even though he is God.  This he did, not for his own benefit, but for you and me. Jesus 
was circumcised so that he could begin to do for us what we could not do, that is, to keep God’s law perfectly in 
our stead. His blood was shed for us, even as he was a tiny baby. 
 
Of course, it would culminate at the cross. Jesus who lived a perfect life for us all, would also die on behalf of every 
sinner in order to pay the debt for their sins. His blood would pay the ransom to free us all from sin, death, and the 
devil. 
 
Jesus Christ, named by the angel as our Savior, is our righteousness. His perfection has been put to our credit. He 
has given us a right relationship with God. Therefore, on this New Year’s Day, which marks the commemoration of 
the naming and circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ, may we with joy remember these words from St. Paul from 
Philippians 2:10-11:  At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Bovee 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



From Your Staff  Minister 
 

2018 is here!  Thank you to all of you who served, who offered financial gifts, and who prayed for the good of the 
Church.  The Lord has blessed St. John's through you. 
 
If you haven’t been asked to serve and would like to volunteer, please ask me for some insight on where you can 
serve.  The Stewardship folder is available in the narthex by the guest book which describes opportunities for 
service. God’s blessings on your 2018! 
 
“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 
and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have come to 
worship him.”  (Mt 2:1-2) 
 
Kelly Emde 
Staff Minister 
 

 
 
 

Women of  St. John’s 
 

 
The Women of St. John’s gathered in the church basement on Tuesday, December 5, 2017 for their annual 
Christmas party.  Pastor Bovee began with a devotion based on the book of Isaiah.  The structure of the book of 
Isaiah is similar to that of the bible.  The old testament is made up of thirty-nine books in which the law is mainly 
found.  The new testament consists of twenty-seven books, and the focus is on the coming of Christ.  39 old 
testament books + 27 new testament books = 66 books total.  The book of Isaiah is divided into two main sections.  
Chapters 1-39 are mainly made up of texts having to do with the law while chapters 40-66 emphasize the gospel and 
portray the coming of Christ.  In fact, chapter 40 begins with the words, “Comfort, comfort my people…”  
Sometimes people treat God’s gift of salvation as if it was a white elephant gift.  They say they do not need it or 
want it when in reality it is the best gift God could give and that they could receive.  Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 
 
We enjoyed several exciting games following the devotion.  One involved trying to rip open a wrapped gift as 
quickly as possible to get to the present inside before the person next in line rolled doubles on two dice.  The 
package was well wrapped and went around several times before a triumphant Val Bovee finally got to the coveted 
gift: a large Hershey’s chocolate bar broken in two.  We continued by sharing ways that we like to communicate 
with family and friends at Christmas.  Some shared other funny stories related to the season as well.  As is tradition, 
we ended with a white elephant gift exchange and treats.  
 

Nancy Boston and Denise Karstens were thanked for their time of service to the group.  Nancy served as treasurer 
for the last two years, and Denise served a one-year term as vice-president. 
 

You are invited: Our next gathering will take place Tuesday, January 2, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the church 
basement.  Denise and Brandon Karstens will be presenting on their mission trip to serve the Apache in Peridot, 
Arizona last year.  We hope you are able to join us! 
 
 
 
 
 



Stewardship 
 
 

When we think of stewardship, we too often narrowly focus on money management.  It is true that we are charged 
with wisely using the financial means God has granted to us.  We characteristically do this in a quiet, even 
anonymous way when offering our money for the good of God’s kingdom.  
 
Sometimes we manage to broaden the scope of stewardship to include our time and talents.  There, too, we serve in 
a quiet and unassuming matter, preferring to be humble and not seek thanks or honor. 
 
How often, when we think of stewardship, do we expand it to include God’s Word? God has given us the truth, the 
joy of full and free salvation, the peace of sins forgiven, and the assurance of eternal life in heaven.  This truth is 
also ours to use wisely for the good of his Kingdom.  Do we, just as in other manners of stewardship, quietly 
treasure His Word and the joy it brings?  Do we join in praise at church and at home, only to tuck His Word safely 
away as we work and live in the world? Rather than keeping the truth to ourselves and those in our close circles, let 
us delight in our salvation no matter where we are.  Let us boldly proclaim God’s will to all people.  May God give 
us courage to do so! 
 
Josiah Stoering 
Stewardship Chairman 
 

 
 

Council Digest 
 

The Church Council met on December 12. A summary of reports and action from the meeting not reported 
elsewhere in the Fortress follows: 
 
Membership changes 
 
Transfers In 
Christian Kuether from Zion, Crete, IL 
 

Transfers Out 
Tom, Lisa, Josh and Andrea Palmer to Grace, Hutchinson, MN 
 
Adult Confirmand 

Sasha Kuether 

The council meeting began with a fellowship meal recognizing the contributions of outgoing members Josiah 
Stoering (Stewardship), James Rathje (Elders), Steve Balza (Education), and David Rausch (Trustees).  We thank 
these individuals for their faithful service to the congregation. 
 
Rev. Steven Hillmer, currently serving The Springs Lutheran Church, Sparks, Nevada, has returned our call to serve 
as administrative associate pastor at St. John’s. The next call meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 9, 2018, at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
On Sunday, December 3, the voters’ assembly approved the purchase of the 601 S. Washington Street property 
through internal borrowing using estate funds, the proceeds from the sale of a previous parsonage and Endowment 



Fund distributions.  The offer to purchase the home for $115,900 was accepted and the closing is scheduled during 
the last two weeks of January.  The purchase of the home meets future goals of our master site plan as a space for 
additional parking.  In the short term, the home can serve as a location for additional Sunday school rooms or a 
transitional parsonage for a second pastor.  Special gifts for the project are welcomed and may be applied directly to 
the purchase of the home or designated for the congregation’s Building Fund. 
 
A request from Anchor, a student service organization from Martin Luther College, to provide support for Books 
for Africa (visit https://www.booksforafrica.org/ for more information) was redirected to St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School.  The church will serve as a collection point during the community service drive from January 22 through 
February 10. 
Board of Elders Chair James Rathje noted the faithful service provided by Prof. Brian Dose during our pastoral 
vacancy.  Not only has he frequently served as guest preacher or liturgist, but he has been a volunteer coordinator 
for these services.  The council resolved to provide a gift of appreciation to Prof. Dose for his contribution. 
 
Board of Education Chair Steve Balza presented a proposal for funding the congregation’s participation in the 
Martin Luther College Congregational Partner Grant Program (CPGP) whereby financial support is provided for 
members who are preparing for public ministry.  The proposal was approved.  The program will be funded through 
the use of undesignated memorials.  The use of a special Scholarship Fund envelope each fall will continue to 
provide a gift for our MLC students who are currently not eligible for the CPGP and any for students at Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary. 
 
An update was provided on vacancies in elected or appointed congregational positions for 2018.  While some 
progress has been made, several positions remain vacant.  A plan to fill the vacancies by early January and have the 
appointments ratified by the voters was established.  Installation of new officers was set for the 11:00 a.m. service 
on Sunday, January 14. 
 
The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 16, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The annual voters’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 23, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Steven R. Thiesfeldt,  
Congregational Chairman 
 

 

 

 

Archives 
 

Those Who Served 
 

Over the years St. John’s has held elections just like our government does.  Though this article may just be names, 
it might also bring back some special memories and indicate some changes in the organization of the congregation.  
Their service was important for St. John’s and the Kingdom of God. 
 
1957: Pastor, Rollin Reim.  For 1957 the 1957-58 Handbook names Don Engel as Moderator and the following 
as members of the Church Council: William Brei, Chairman; Fred Nieno, Secretary; Ronald Spelbrink, Treasurer; 
Elmer Rolloff, Financial Secretary; Elmer Kitzrow and Maynard Beilke, Trustees; Henry Plagge and Roland 
Hoenecke, Elders; Marlyn Dallmann, Deacon and Orlin Mack, Recording Secretary. 
 
 



1967: Pastor, Frederick Nitz.  Raymond Duehlmeier was Moderator; Raymond Brei, Secretary; Harold Just, 
Treasurer; Harvey Meyer, Financial Secretary; Eldon Hirsch, Harold Schroer and Eldor Timian served as Elders; 
Roland Mehlberg, Raymond Laabs and Harvey Starke as Trustees; and William Brei as Deacon. 
 
1992: Pastor, David Kolander; David Zabel, Director of Christian Education.  Mark Lenz, Howard Wessel, 
Dennis Jasperson, Robert Johnson, Wayne Wels, John Paulson, Arnold Koelpin, Thomas Hartwig, David Morse 
and Douglas Patterson served, respectively as President, Vice President, Secretary, Financial Secretary, Treasurer, 
Deacon and Chairs of the Boards for Stewardship, Education, Trustees, and Evangelism. 
 
2007: Pastors, Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher, James Dretske.  Serving on the 
Church Council were officers: President, Roger Klockziem; Vice President, Robert Krueger; Secretary, Paul 
Willems; Treasurer, Wayne Wels and Financial Secretary, Jim Grunwald.  John Paulsen served as Deacon, Philip 
Leyrer as Stewardship Chair, Paul Fritze as Youth and Education Chair, Rod Karnitz as Trustees Chair, Ben 
Strackbein as Evangelism Chair, and Bill Dinse as Elders Chair. 
 
For 2017 and for 2018 you may refer to the Annual Report. 
 
Many others also served over the years as members of boards and committees, ushers, officers and leaders of other 
organizations and in other less official capacities.  Some names will appear in future articles.  Over the years some 
names reoccur for various offices and positions.  Thanks to all. 
 
Bob Krueger 
 

 

 

 

Call Meeting 
 

A call meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 9, at 7 pm. If anyone would wish to make a request to nominate a 
name for the call list, he or she should contact MN District President Charles Degner as soon as possible 
at mndp@wels.net.  
 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s School  
 

School Website: www.splnewulm.org/school 

 
BOCD Actions: 
An Application to accept International Students had been sent in to allow a foreign student who attended last year 

to return to our school as soon as possible. There was a site visit from Minnesota field representative Julie 

Rabaey, US Department of Homeland Security – conducted 12/6/17; Funding for SEVP certification – 

recommendation to use Thrivent Choice. Acceptance will also allow possible other international students. 

MNSAA – Everything is on schedule for the accreditation process. 
Mrs. Courtney Mohr has begun working afternoons as custodian to replace four hours of Mr. Steve Martens who 

wanted to go down to part-time status. 

Vickie Peterson has left the position of secretary at St. Paul’s School and has found a position elsewhere. Kristal 

Miller has accepted the position. We thank Vickie Peterson for her four years of faithful service.  



 
Christmas Break 
School will resume on Wednesday, January 3rd . The end of the 2nd Quarter will be Friday, January 19 with report 
cards going home the following Friday. There will be no school on Monday, January 15. There will be a Language 
Arts Curriculum Work Day at MLC with other schools in the area. There is another in-service on Monday, January 
24th for faculty business. 
  
Lutheran Schools Week 
LSW will be held the week of February 11-17. The children will be singing the Sunday at the beginning of LSW 
rather than the Sunday after with K-8 singing on Sunday, Feb. 11, at the 8:00 service and also at the beginning of 
the 9:30 service. They will be singing the anthem, “We Believe” which was written by alumni, Phil Biedenbender 
and used in the Christmas Eve service this last year. 
 
Calendar 
 Jan. 3 School resumes 
 Jan 15 NO School: In-service 
 Jan 19 End of Quarter 2 
 Jan 22 NO School: In-service 
 Jan 26 Report Cards sent home 
 Jan 28 Gr. K-8 sing at 11 am 
 Feb 11 Gr. K-8 sing: 8 and 9:30 am 
 Feb 16-18 NO School: Mid-Winter Break 
  (MLC Basketball Tournament) 
  
Respectfully Submitted,  
James Dretske, SJ Administrative Teacher  jdretske@splnewulm.org 
 

 

 
 

 January Sermon Texts 
 

Jan 7 Acts 16:25-34 Believe in the Lord Jesus  
  and You Will Be Saved 
 
Jan 14 John 1:43-51 Follow Me 
 
 
Jan 21 Acts 13:1-15 The Lord Calls Workers  
  for the Harvest 
 
Jan 28 Deuteronomy 18:15-20 Listen to the Prophet  
  of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Synod at Work 
 

WELS HYMNAL PROJECT 
 
In 2011, the synod convention adopted a long-range plan that included the goal of establishing “a committee to 
publish a new hymnal by the 500th anniversary of the first Lutheran hymnal (1524).”  This plan for developing our 
synod’s next hymnal was also in harmony with the 1993 Joint Hymnal Committee’s desire that Christian Worship:  
A Lutheran Hymnal would serve as the synod’s hymnal  for approximately 30 years. 
 
In keeping with that long-range plan, the Commission on Worship began preliminary work on the project’s aim, 
scope, and timeline.  In 2012, the Conference of Presidents called Pastor Michael Schultz to serve as project 
director.  Soon afterward, the administrative structure of the project, which consists of a thirteen-member 
executive committee and six subcommittees, began to take shape. 
 
The project’s subcommittees consist of the following: 
 
The Hymnody Committee is responsible for the 650 or so hymns that will be found in the new hymnal. 
The Psalmody Committee is responsible for the musical settings of the psalms. 
The Rites Committee is responsible for the orders of service found in the pew edition of the hymnal. 
The Scripture Committee us responsible for the calendar that will guide churches in the annual remembrance of 
the life and teachings of Christ along with its accompanying three-year lectionary. 

The Technology Committee is responsible for the digital delivery of the content of the next hymnal. 
The Occasional Services Committee is responsible for the orders of service not found in the pew edition. 
 
A variety of additional resources are being prepared for worship leaders.  The information currently found in 
Christian Worship:  Manual will be expanded into a four-volume set intended for pastors, various worship leaders, 
musicians, and laypeople respectively. 
 
Each committee has established a workflow pace and timeline that, God-willing, will allow them to complete their 
work by the end of this decade.  The current hope is that the hymnal and accompanying resources will be available 
for purchase starting in mid- to late-2021. 
 

Gerald Woodley 
 

 

 

 

Cards of  Caring 
 

The “Cards of Caring” volunteers will meet on Saturdays, January 13, 2018, and February 10, 2018, between 9 am 
and 12 noon. We will meet at 403 N. Minnesota St. (Enter on North 4th Street). We will make “Valentine” and 
“Warm Winter Wishes” cards using recycled cards or decorative stamps.  
 
We can use assistance with writing greetings in the cards and applying Scripture verse stickers or stamps. Everyone, 
age 12 years and older is welcome to come for fun and fellowship, including MLC students.  
 
For information contact Lois Willems at 359-7403. 
 

 

 

 



OWLS Meeting 
 

January 10 Meeting: SPECIAL Time and Invitation 
This is EVANGELISM DAY at MLC and we are invited! 
Session 1: 4:00 p.m. / Dinner at College follows: $4.50 
Session 2: 6:00 p.m.  
 MLC Chapel: 7:00 p.m. 
Session 3: 7:40 p.m. 
 
The college prefers that we register and indicate which presentations we wish to attend.  To register and select your 
presentation copy this URL into your browser: https://mlc-wels.edu/event/evangelism-day-3/ 
 
1. Defending Your Faith: Being prepared to give a REASON for the hope we have! – Mike Geiger (Cross and Crown 
Lutheran Church, Georgetown, TX) 

 
2. Advancing Strategies for Connecting More People with the Ministry of the Word – Jim Rademan (Commission on 
Lutheran Schools) 

 
3. Outreach through Early Childhood – Cindi Holman (National Coordinator of Early Childhood Ministries, 
 Waukesha, WI) 
 
4. TRANSFORMED: Equipping Youth Leaders – Jon Enter (Hope Lutheran Church – West Palm Beach, FL) 
 

 


