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Worship Notes 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 17/18, 2019 
 

Prayer before worship: Dear God, oh what peace we often forfeit! Oh, what needless pain we 
bear, all because we do not carry everything to you in prayer! Forgive us for our weak, shallow, and 
self-centered prayer life! Thank you for sending your Son who loved to talk to you in prayer and 
lived a perfect life in our place. Thank you for sending your Son who died on the cross to remove 
the barrier of  sin that kept you from hearing our prayers. Now, make us bold to come to you in 
persistent prayer with every need, confident that you will hear and answer for our good. Amen. 
 
 

Order of  Service: Common Service with Communion page 15 
 
 

OPENING HYMN With the Lord Begin Your Task CW 478 
 
 
FIRST LESSON   

  
PSALM of  the DAY Psalm 121 p. 112 
 
 
 

Then the LORD said, "The 
outcry against Sodom and 
Gomorrah is so great and their 
sin so grievous that I will go 
down and see if what they have 
done is as bad as the outcry that 
has reached me. If not, I will 
know." The men turned away 
and went toward Sodom, but 
Abraham remained standing 
before the LORD. Then 
Abraham approached him and 
said: "Will you sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked? What 
if there are fifty righteous people 
in the city? Will you really sweep 
it away and not spare the place 
for the sake of the fifty righteous 
people in it? Far be it from you 

to do such a thing-- to kill the 
righteous with the wicked, 
treating the righteous and the 
wicked alike. Far be it from you! 
Will not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?" The LORD said, 
"If I find fifty righteous people 
in the city of Sodom, I will spare 
the whole place for their sake."  
Then Abraham spoke up again: 
"Now that I have been so bold 
as to speak to the Lord, though I 
am nothing but dust and ashes,  
what if the number of the 
righteous is five less than fifty? 
Will you destroy the whole city 
because of five people?" "If I 
find forty-five there," he said, "I 
will not destroy it." Once again 

he spoke to him, "What if only 
forty are found there?" He said, 
"For the sake of forty, I will not 
do it." Then he said, "May the 
Lord not be angry, but let me 
speak. What if only thirty can be 
found there?" He answered, "I 
will not do it if I find thirty 
there." Abraham said, "Now that 
I have been so bold as to speak 
to the Lord, what if only twenty 
can be found there?" He said, 
"For the sake of twenty, I will 
not destroy it." Then he said, 
"May the Lord not be angry, but 
let me speak just once more. 
What if only ten can be found 
there?" He answered, "For the 
sake of ten, I will not destroy it."  



 

 

SECOND LESSON  James 5:13-18 

 
VERSE of  the DAY 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of  eternal life, Alleluia.  
- John 6:68 

 
SOLO I Will Lift Up My Eyes Lee Dengler 
 
 
GOSPEL  Luke 11:1-13 

 
NICENE CREED  p. 18 
 
 
HYMN of  the DAY What a Friend We Have in Jesus CW 411 
 
 
 

One day Jesus was praying in a 
certain place. When he finished, 
one of his disciples said to him, 
"Lord, teach us to pray, just as 
John taught his disciples." He 
said to them, "When you pray, 
say: "'Father, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come. Give 
us each day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, for we also 
forgive everyone who sins 
against us. And lead us not into 
temptation. '" Then he said to 
them, "Suppose one of you has a 
friend, and he goes to him at 
midnight and says, 'Friend, lend 

me three loaves of bread, 
because a friend of mine on a 
journey has come to me, and I 
have nothing to set before him.'  
Then the one inside answers, 
'Don't bother me. The door is 
already locked, and my children 
are with me in bed. I can't get up 
and give you anything.' I tell you, 
though he will not get up and 
give him the bread because he is 
his friend, yet because of the 
man's boldness he will get up 
and give him as much as he 
needs. So I say to you: Ask and it 
will be given to you; seek and 

you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives; he 
who seeks finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be opened.  
Which of you fathers, if your son 
asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake instead? Or if he asks for 
an egg, will give him a scorpion?  
If you then, though you are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!"  

Is any one of you in trouble? He 
should pray. Is anyone happy? 
Let him sing songs of praise. Is 
any one of you sick? He should 
call the elders of the church to 
pray over him and anoint him 
with oil in the name of the Lord.  
And the prayer offered in faith 

will make the sick person well; 
the Lord will raise him up. If he 
has sinned, he will be forgiven.  
Therefore confess your sins to 
each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous man is 
powerful and effective. Elijah 

was a man just like us. He prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain, 
and it did not rain on the land 
for three and a half years. Again 
he prayed, and the heavens gave 
rain, and the earth produced its 
crops.  



 

 

SERMON  Genesis 18:20-32 
 

Pray Persistently for Perishing People 
  
 
OFFERTORY Surely the Lord Is in This Place Robert J. Powell 
 
 
PRAYERS and LORD’S PRAYER 
 p. 20 
 
THE SACRAMENT  p. 21 
 To our worship guests seeking an altar at which to commune: Since the Lord's Supper is an expression 
 of outward unity in the faith as well as inner union with Christ, we ask that those who are not  
 communicant members of our fellowship please schedule a meeting with one of the pastors before 
 coming to the Lord's Table. We ask this in loving obedience to the Scriptures and not in judgment of 
 anyone's faith, sincerity, or standing before God. 
  
 
DISTRIBUTION  Our Father, Who from Heaven Above  CW 410 
HYMN   
 
 

†  †  † 
 
 
PREACHER Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST Craig Hirschmann 
SOLOIST Molly Hennig 
PIANO Grace Hennig 
 
 
 
  



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 10:45 am Bible Class 
Mon 6:30 pm Worship Committee Meeting 
Tue 5:30 pm Youth Group Bonfire at the Black’s: 34470 615th Ave., Gibbon 
 7 pm Council Meeting 
Fri 10 am Christian Mom’s Fellowship Opportunity: Highland Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Aug 24/25  Fall Schedule Begins: add 11 am service 
Aug 25 1:30 pm MVL Opening Service 
 7 pm Confirmation Meeting: Parents and Students 
Aug 26 10:15 am MLC Opening Service 
Sep 2  Labor Day: Church office closed 
Sep 3 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
 6 pm Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
 6:30 pm Education Meeting 
 7 pm Women of St. John’s Meeting 
Sep 4 6 pm Back to School Night at St. Paul’s School 
 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
Sep 5 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: 2 Kings 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: James 
Sep 6 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God Part 2” 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class 
Sep 8 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: A Simple Way to Pray 
Sep 8-11  Pastors’ Conference in Dunroven 
Sep 9 8:10 am St. Paul’s School Opening Service 
Sep 11 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 
Sep 12 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: 2 Kings 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class 
Sep 13 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God Part 2” 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class 
Sep 15 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: A Simple Way to Pray 
Sep 16 7 pm Evangelism Meeting 
 7 pm Trustees Meeting 
Sep 17 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
 7 pm Council Meeting 
Sep 18 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 

 
†  Upcoming Services  † 

 

Saturday: 6:30 pm  
Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11 am 



 

 

ST. JOHN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 412. 

 
Altar Flowers ~ Barbara Hennig and children, Kevin, Brian, Carrie (Ungemach), and Amy 
(Armstrong), have placed flowers on the altar today to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
their husband and father, Rev. Daniel Hennig, whom the Lord took to heaven on May 17, 2009. Dan 
would have been 78 years old today, August 18, 2019.  
 
Sunday School Teachers ~ If you are interested in being a Sunday school teacher or a substitute 
Sunday school teacher for the upcoming season, please contact Josiah Stoering at 
thestoerings@yahoo.com or 507-359-2612. 
 
Christian Mom’s Fellowship Opportunity ~ (formerly Women’s Summer Devotions) The Friday 
morning women’s Bible study group invites all women and moms to join them during the summer 
months for a fellowship opportunity in the park. We meet at 10 am at the park listed in the calendar 
for free play for the children and a picnic lunch (optional). Feel free to bring a friend! If you have any 
questions please contact Sarah Strackbein at 612-361-0425. 
 
Youth Group Bonfire ~ Calling all youth (grades 6th - 12th) for the bonfire, food and games. This 
will be a send off to the outgoing seniors and a welcome to the incoming 6th graders! Come to Joel 
and Shari Black’s (34470 615th Ave., Gibbon) on Tuesday, August 20th from 5:30 - 8:30 pm. Hot 
dogs and buns, water and lemonade will be provided. Please bring a side to share. There will be 
smores, lawn games and volleyball. Bring a friend! If you can come, please sign up in the narthex. If 
you need a ride, check the box next to your name. Contact Lisa Goeglein at ali3b2g@gmail.com with 
questions.  
 
Breakfast Bible Study - On Giving Advice to God Park 2 ~ Want to deepen your faith? Join us 
Friday mornings at 6:30 am at Perkin's Restaurant to be fed both physically and spiritually starting 
Friday, September 6th. We'll be reading through Prof. Em. Daniel Deutschlander's new book, "On 
Giving Advice To God," (Part 2) and discussing it. If you'd like to have a copy of your own to read 
along, fill out the form in the narthex. The cost of the book is $20. (Feel free to sign up to order a 
copy even if you can't attend the breakfasts). 
 
St. John’s Member Gifts to St. Paul’s Building Project ~ To better keep track of our member's 
support to the St. Paul’s Lutheran School Building Project, you may write checks to St. John's Church 
and identify in the memo that it is for the SPL Building Fund. These gifts can be placed in the weekly 
offering basket or taken to the church office. Should you wish to send a gift directly to St. Paul's 
Church or school, please place the words: "St. John's Member" in the memo of those checks. Thank 
you for your support!  

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $9,207 Home Operations ~ $14,806 is our weekly need  
 $844 MVL ~ $1,140 is our weekly need $68 LWMS 
 $1,427 Missions ~ $1,681 is our weekly need $35 Undesignated Funds 
 $1,512 Building Fund ~ $1,603 is our weekly need $11 Food & Fellowship 
 $5 MLC Ladies Auxiliary 



 

 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Back to School Night at St. Paul’s School ~ Mark your calendars! St. Paul’s will be having a Back 
to School Night on Wednesday, September 4th from 6 - 8 pm at school. This night will replace home 
visits and will be a great opportunity to see the addition and classroom renovations before school 
starts. More information will be sent to the school families.   
 
MVL Announcements ~ Food Service Position The Food Service at Minnesota Valley Lutheran High 
School is looking for a part-time dishwasher for the 2019-2020 school year. Hours are 11 am until 
about 2:30 pm. Duties include washing and putting away dishes, flatware, and tables during school 
lunches, as well as helping sweep and mop floors. If you are interested, please contact MVL Principal, 
Dr. Plath at tplath@mvlhs.org or 507-354-6851. Opening Service and Installation The 2019-20 school year 
will begin on Sunday, August 25. The Opening Service will take place in the MVL gym at 1:30 pm. We 
will also be installing our new teacher, Hailey Johnson. All are invited! Booster Club Annual Meeting All 
MVL parents and interested supporters are encouraged to attend the Booster Club's annual meeting 
the afternoon of Sunday, August 25. The meeting will begin 30 minutes after the close of the Opening 
Service. Questions can be directed to David Bendix at dcbendix@gmail.com.  
 
Holy Land Tour ~ You are invited to join a 10 day tour to the Holy Land. The tour dates are  
April 28 - May 7, 2020. Many places of the Bible will "come alive" for you: Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Mt. of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Sea of Galilee etc. The tour host will be retired 
pastor Eugene Kock, who has been to the Holy Land 27 times. For more information, please contact 
him at pastorkock@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Minister Kelly Emde kremde@comcast.net 
Administrative Teacher Jim Dretske jdretske@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Jean Schroeder jschroeder@splnewulm.org 
St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 
 
About the Cover ~ God graciously received Abraham’s bold requests, not on the basis of 
Abraham’s inherent virtue, but because of God’s divine mercy. We present our requests with the same 
confidence as we are invited by our Father. Through the Lord Jesus, who as our Priest and Intercessor 
has cleansed us of our sins and declared us acceptable before God, we have confidence to enter God’s 
presence as his dear children. 


