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Second Sunday in Lent 
February 27/28, 2021 

 
Prayer before worship:  Almighty God, the Father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: You kept your 
unfailing promises, and led your people of old and their descendants to the place you promised 
them. We are now their children through faith in the promise you made to them when you said that 
all nations would be blessed through them. In Jesus Christ your Son we are now your children as 
well. Teach us to trust in the unfailing promises you have made to never leave us nor forsake us, to 
save us by your grace, and to lead us to the land you promised to all who trust in your holy name. 
We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.  
 
 
OPENING HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty CW 255 
1. Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there, 
 Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for him who answers prayer. 
 Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 
2. Gracious God, I come before thee; Come thou also unto me. 
 Where we find thee and adore thee, There a heav’n on earth must be. 
 To my heart, oh, enter thou; Let it be thy temple now! 
 
3. Here thy praise is gladly chanted; Here thy seed is duly sown. 
 Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
 So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me. 
 
4. Thou my faith increase and quicken; Let me keep thy gift divine, 
 Howsoe’er temptations thicken; May thy Word still o’er me shine 
 As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife. 
 
5. Speak, O God, and I will hear thee; Let thy will be done indeed. 
 May I undisturbed draw near thee While thou dost thy people feed. 
 Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes. 
 
  
P: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt. 

 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give 
you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
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P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
♫: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
 Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues 

forever. Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both 

outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

♫: Amen. 
 
 
ANTHEM Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled sung by Gr. 1-2 
Refrain: 
 Do not let your hearts be troubled; have faith in God and faith in me.  
 I will go forth to prepare a place for you;  then I’ll come back to take you with me,  
 that where I am, you may also be. 
 
1. In God’s house there are many places  For you alone to dwell in safety.                         
 You know the way to where I’ll lead you; If you are lost, I will show the way. Refrain 
 
2. I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life;  Only through me can you know what I know.  
 If you knew me, you would know the Father; If you see me, you see your God. Refrain 
 
3. The words I speak are not only of myself; It is your God who lives within me.  
 If you believe that your God and I are one,  I will provide when you call my name. Refrain 
 
 
FIRST LESSON  Genesis 28:10-22 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Jacob left Beersheba and set out 
for Haran. When he reached a 
certain place, he stopped for the 
night because the sun had set. 
Taking one of the stones there, 
he put it under his head and lay 
down to sleep. He had a dream in 
which he saw a stairway resting 
on the earth, with its top reaching 
to heaven, and the angels of God 
were ascending and descending 
on it. There above it stood the 
LORD, and he said: "I am the 
LORD, the God of your father 
Abraham and the God of Isaac. I 
will give you and your 
descendants the land on which 
you are lying. Your descendants 

will be like the dust of the earth, 
and you will spread out to the 
west and to the east, to the north 
and to the south. All peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you 
and your offspring. I am with you 
and will watch over you wherever 
you go, and I will bring you back 
to this land. I will not leave you 
until I have done what I have 
promised you."  When Jacob 
awoke from his sleep, he thought, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place, 
and I was not aware of it." He was 
afraid and said, "How awesome is 
this place! This is none other than 
the house of God; this is the gate 
of heaven." Early the next 

morning Jacob took the stone he 
had placed under his head and 
set it up as a pillar and poured oil 
on top of it. He called that place 
Bethel, though the city used to be 
called Luz. Then Jacob made a 
vow, saying, "If God will be with 
me and will watch over me on this 
journey I am taking and will give 
me food to eat and clothes to 
wear so that I return safely to my 
father's house, then the LORD 
will be my God and this stone that 
I have set up as a pillar will be 
God's house, and of all that you 
give me I will give you a tenth."   
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PSALM of the DAY Psalm 73 p. 94 

 
 
 

 
I am always with you, O LORD;* 

you hold me by my right hand. 

 

You guide me with your counsel,* 

and afterward you will take me into glory. 

 

Whom have I in heaven but you?* 

And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

 

My flesh and my heart may fail,* 

but God is the strength of my heart 

and my portion forever. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 
 
SECOND LESSON  Romans 5:1-11 

Therefore, since we have been 
justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have gained access by faith into 
this grace in which we now stand. 
And we rejoice in the hope of the 
glory of God. Not only so, but we 
also rejoice in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. And hope does 

not disappoint us, because God 
has poured out his love into our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom 
he has given us. You see, at just 
the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. Very rarely will anyone 
die for a righteous man, though 
for a good man someone might 
possibly dare to die. But God 
demonstrates his own love for us 
in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. Since 

we have now been justified by his 
blood, how much more shall we 
be saved from God's wrath 
through him! For if, when we were 
God's enemies, we were 
reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how much 
more, having been reconciled, 
shall we be saved through his life!  
Not only is this so, but we also 
rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation.  
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VERSE of the DAY 
 

Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
- Philippians 2:8b 

 
GOSPEL LESSON  Mark 8:31-38 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  
♫: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
HYMN of the DAY The God of Abraham Praise see p. 8 
 
 
SERMON  Genesis 28:10-22 
 

THERE IS CONSOLATION FOR GOD’S WANDERING PILGRIMS 
 1.  REST IN HIS PROMISES FROM THE PAST 
 2.  WALK IN HIS CERTAINTY FOR THE PRESENT 
 3.  RETURN TO HIS GUARANTEE OF THE FUTURE 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT  
 
PRAYER of the CHURCH  
M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after day. 
C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the temptations 
of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  

He then began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests and teachers 
of the law, and that he must be 
killed and after three days rise 
again. He spoke plainly about 
this, and Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. But 
when Jesus turned and looked at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter. 

"Get behind me, Satan!" he said. 
"You do not have in mind the 
things of God, but the things of 
men."  Then he called the crowd 
to him along with his disciples 
and said: "If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow 
me.  For whoever wants to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me and for the 

gospel will save it. What good is it 
for a man to gain the whole world, 
yet forfeit his soul? Or what can a 
man give in exchange for his 
soul? If anyone is ashamed of me 
and my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, the Son of 
Man will be ashamed of him when 
he comes in his Father's glory 
with the holy angels."  
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M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, 
terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep 
our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and 
comfort all who are old and infirm. 

 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and 
schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we 
may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. 
Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come 
with your almighty power to help and restore. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take 
all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use 
them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. 
Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven 
  hallowed be thy name 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
HYMN Jesus! and Shall It Ever Be CW 347 
1. Jesus! and shall it ever be A mortal man ashamed of thee? 
 Ashamed of thee, whom angels praise, Whose glories shine through endless days? 
 
2. Ashamed of Jesus? Just as soon Let midnight be ashamed of noon. 
 ’Tis midnight with my soul till he, Bright Morning Star, bids darkness flee. 
 
3. Ashamed of Jesus, that dear friend On whom my hopes of heav’n depend? 
 No; when I blush, be this my shame, That I no more revere his name. 
 
4. Ashamed of Jesus? Yes, I may when I’ve no guilt to wash away, 
 No tear to wipe, no good to crave, No fear to quell, no soul to save. 
 
5. Till then—nor is my boasting vain—Till then I boast a Savior slain; 
 And oh, may this my glory be: That Christ is not ashamed of me. 
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P: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong 
 in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving 
 peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever. 
♫: Amen. 
 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  
♫: Amen. Amen. Amen.  
 
 
CLOSING HYMN O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild CW 366 
1. O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!  For sinners you became a child. 
 You came from heaven to fulfill Your Father’s just and holy will. 
 O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! 
 
2. O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! With God we now are reconciled. 
 You have for all the ransom paid, Your Father’s righteous anger stayed. 
 O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! 
 
3. O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! Joy fills the world which sin defiled. 
 Whate’er we have belongs to you; Oh, keep us faithful, strong, and true. 
 O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!  

 
†  †  † 

 
PREACHER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
PRESIDING MINISTER Chris Gorr: 6:30 pm and 8 am 
 Mike Tracy: 9:30 and 11 am 
ORGANIST Jonathan Roux 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR (Gr. 1-2) 
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HYMN of the DAY The God of Abraham Praise TLH 40 
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AEEFGEHIJIEKL 
 
Attendance for the past weekend was 324 with 241 attending Communion. 
 

Join in the “Hallelujah Chorus” ~ Join us on Palm Sunday in the sanctuary at noon for a one 
rehearsal sing and record session of Handel's "Hallelujah Chorus". Singers, brass, organ, and our 
new timpani will be safely distanced as we prepare this special piece to be played during our Easter 
services. Many voices will make this extra festive! If you have questions, contact Bethel Boeder at 
boederbj@mlc-wels.edu.  
 
St. John’s Church Campout ~ We are so excited to announce the first ever St. John's Church 
Campout at the Sleepy Eye Sportsmen's Park the nights of June 25-26. Both one or two night 
reservations are possible. The link to reserve your campsite is: bit.ly/SJcamping21. Once a 
reservation has been made, please make your payment within a week to hold your spot. There will 
be a church service at the campsite at some point during the weekend, and other fellowship 
activities will be included as well. We can't wait to see you there!   
 
2020 Annual Report ~ The 2020 annual report is in your bulletin box. If you don’t have a bulletin 
box and would like one, please contact the church office: stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com.  
 
2021 Contribution Envelopes ~ The 2021 offering envelopes can be found in alphabetical order on 
the tables in the new narthex. Feel free to recycle any unused 2020 envelopes Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
Women of St. John’s ~ The March Women of St. John's meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 
2nd at 7 pm in the church basement. We will practice physical distancing and masks will be 
required. We will have a presentation on movement and Aging Backwards given by Grace Bases 
and Liz Wessel. For those who would like to participate (gentle stretching), please wear comfortable, 
unrestrictive clothing and athletic shoes. Bring along a yoga mat if you have one. All ladies are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. If you have any questions, please contact Denise Karstens at 
507-766-5899.   
 
Church Cleaning ~ There will be a church cleaning day scheduled for Saturday, March 20th from  
9 - 11 am. Please note that it is a come and go event. Stay for as long or as little as you can.  Men, 
women and children are needed to get our church cleaned and ready for Easter. All cleaning 
supplies will be provided. Many hands make light work! “Work willingly at whatever you do, as 
though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. Remember that the Lord will give you 
an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ.”   Colossians 3:23-24  
 
In-Person Bible Classes ~ Thursday Bible classes will be the topic of Civil Government at 10:30 
am given by Pastor Bovee. Pastor Guenther will lead a study of the book of Revelation at 7 pm.  
 

Sunday morning Bible class starts at 9:30 am. There are 25 tables available in the church basement 
with one family per table. Please sign up for a table at bit.ly/SundayBibleClass. Pres. Rich Gurgel 
will lead the class on February 28 on the subject of WELS College of Ministry.  Prof. Dave Scharf will 
begin a class entitled “Lies About God” on Sunday, March 7.  
 

All of the in-person classes will be held in the church basement or join online at  
bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass.  

 

Fruits of faith given: 
 $22,733 Home Operations ~ $17,191 is our weekly need  
 $1,528 MVL ~ $1,154 is our weekly need $40 LWMS 
 $2,100 Missions ~ $1,731 is our weekly need $20 K-12 Education Assistance Fund 
 $1,520 Building Fund $20 Benevolence Fund 
 $3 Food & Fellowship 
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AOIP AEEFGEHIJIEKL 
 
ProMusica Minnesota ~ presents a live concert of Bach, Debussy, and Brahms performed by 
pianist Bethel Balge, Estonian cellist Silver Ainomäe, and Costa Rican clarinetist Gabriel Campos 
Zamora on Sunday, March 7, 6:30 pm, at St Paul's Church. For more information, 
visit ProMusicaMN.com.  
 
St. Paul’s School News ~ Kindergarten Round-Up You and your future kindergartener are invited to 
attend Kindergarten “Round-Up” on Monday, March 8, Tuesday, March 9 or Thursday, March 11 at 
5:30 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran School.  Please sign up and choose a session by going to https://
signup.com/go/FYJmXhn. Contact the school office with any questions at 507-354-2329.  
 
MVL News ~ Due to a low number of sign-ups, the MVL Booster Club pork chop meal scheduled for 
Sunday, February 28 has been cancelled. We hope to see you in 2022! MVL is looking for an 
assistant golf coach for this spring. A person who wants to share their love and knowledge of the 
game with young people. Practices and meets take place after school. For more information contact 
Craig Morgan at cmorgan@mvlhs.org or 507-276-7576. The MVL Prom Committee is still making 
plans to hold prom this spring. You can help in that planning by eating pizza! Orders for Swany's 12-
inch pizzas can be made now through March 2. Pickup will be on Sunday, March 14 from 1 - 4 pm; 
other arrangements can be made if needed. The order form is available on the mvl.org homepage - 
just download, fill out, and return to the MVL office along with your payment of cash or a check made 
payable to Swany's Pub by March 2. Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS 
male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement. Interested individuals should contact MVL 
Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.  
 
MLC Bingo Night Donations ~ Bingo Night is on the calendar for Tuesday, March 2! The Ladies' 
Auxiliary, with wonderful help from the MLC Events Team and Student Senate, will use some cool 
technology to conduct this fun evening with virtual bingo cards and appropriate social distancing. 
While the organization of the event will look much different from past years, we will still hand out, 
with your help, fabulous prizes of gift cards and quilts! (Baked goods cannot be shared this year).  
Quilts and cash donations can be sent to Martin Luther College,1995 Luther Court, New Ulm, MN 
56073 or you can call the office to drop items off at 354-8221.  
John and Paul Ministries would like to provide the MLC Ladies Auxiliary with knit HATS and 
MITTENS that can be used as prizes for their annual Bingo Night hosted for MLC students. Please 
help yourself to the yarn and in the new narthex by the east wall and return your finished product(s) 
to the Bingo Night bin in the narthex by February 23rd. Any leftover material or yarn can also be 
returned to church. Thank you for using your talents to support our MLC students!  
 
MLC Wind Symphony Concert ~ Please join the Martin Luther College Wind Symphony for 
"Amazing Grace: A Sacred Concert for Wind Band" on Sunday, March 7, at 3 pm. The music for this 
concert reflects upon the Christian need and desire to turn toward our Lord in times of extreme 
distress, such as all that has happened in the last 12 months. The first half of the program is a 
musical presentation of the "ACTS" formula for prayer—Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, 
and Supplication—by the composer J. Eric Schmidt. At times, when in prayer, one may not have the 
words to express all that is in the heart. In these moments, "the Spirit himself intercedes for us," 
guiding our hearts in praise and asking for what we need. The second half of the program is a 
reflection on Jesus' journey through Holy Week, Easter, and Ascension. Music includes settings 
of Were You There, O Sacred Head Now Wounded, and the namesake of the concert, Amazing 
Grace, a true celebration of the undeserved love we receive from our Lord. The concert will be live-
streamed for all near and far, and open to the MLC campus family for in-person attendance.   
Livestream link: https://livestream.com/accounts/7855758/events/9255353 
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John and Paul Ministries Easter Event ~ Easter for Kids is taking on a new look this year! Easter 
Outreach Baskets will be available the weekend before Easter at your church with the invitation to 
take one (for you) and give one (as outreach)! To complete the baskets we are looking for:   
 Bags of Chocolate Easter Candy (jelly beans are included, so aren’t needed as donations)  
 Plastic Easter Eggs 
Donations can be placed in the marked bin in your church narthex. Thank you!   
 
Join us for an Easter canvas! Join us on March 13th from 9 - 11 am for a walking Easter canvas! 
Easter worship postcard bags, neighborhood routes, and coffee/donuts will be provided, starting at 
St Paul's church Fireside room. Any questions, contact Beth Scharf at scharfbm@mlc-wels.edu. See 
you then! 
 
Job Opening ~ Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for one full-time Early 
Childhood Learning Center Assistant Teacher. A comprehensive description for this position can be 
found at mlc-wels.edu/hr. Interested individuals should apply online. Applications will be accepted 
through 12:00 pm (noon) on Tuesday, March 9, 2021. Additional information and details can be 
obtained by contacting the Martin Luther College Human Resources Office at 507-354-8221.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Minister Jim Dretske sm.dretske@gmail.com 

Teacher Christine Baganz cbaganz@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Emily Stoering estoering@splnewulm.org 

St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 

 
About the Cover ~  The drawing on our bulletin cover is an engraving by Artist: Julius Schnorr von 
Carolsfeld from his illustrated Bible (Die Bibel in Bildern, Plate 32), depicts the account of Jacob 
making his trip to Haran after leaving behind his home and family in Beersheba. On his way, as he 
came to rest, God sent him the famous dream of the ladder reaching from earth to heaven, with God 
at the top, and the angels of heaven ascending and descending on it. From the top of the ladder 
God made promises to Jacob, to bless him, keep him, and return him safely home. Counting on 
God's unfailing Word, Jacob promised to God that when all was fulfilled, he would honor God. May 
we also honor God with our lives, trusting in the unfailing promises he has made to us in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
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Our Upcoming Lenten Season 
 

 Midweek Lenten Services  
 Wednesday, March 3, 10, 17. 24  

 11:00 am, 4:00 and 6:30 pm 

 

 Palm Sunday Services 
 Saturday, March 27 

 6:30 pm 

 Sunday, March 28 

 8, 9:30  and 11 am 
 

 

 Maundy Thursday Services 
 Thursday, April 1 

 11:00 am, 4:00 and 6:30 pm 

 
 Good Friday Services 
 Friday, April 2 

12:00 pm: Tre Ore Service at St. Paul’s 

6:30 and 8:00 pm: Tenebrae Service 

 

 Easter Sunday Services 
 NO Saturday Service 
 Sunday, April 4 

 7:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 


