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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Saturday, July 11, 2020 
 
Prayer before worship:  Almighty God, we know that it is through much tribulation that we will enter 
your eternal kingdom. Therefore we ask that you would see us through the storms of life and give us 
the confidence that you alone are our God and Savior, our Creator and Redeemer, our Shepherd 
and our King. Bless us now as we come before you in worship, and accept our offerings, prayers, 
and praises, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The soloist will sing all hymns and musical notations (♫). 
 

OPENING HYMN All Praise to God Who Reigns Above CW 236 
   See insert 
 

Please stand 
 
M: O Lord, open my lips. 
C: And my mouth shall declare your praise.  
 
M: Hasten to save me, O God. 
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for providing 

all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. 
Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of 
thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 
LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU 
♫: Let my prayer rise before you as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice. O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; hear my voice when I cry to you. 
 Let my prayer rise before you as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice. 
 
M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may sing 

your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 28:5-9 See insert 
 
PSALM Psalm 89 CW p. 98 
   See insert 
 
M: Lord God, grant us your Holy Spirit that we may hear and believe your Word. Cleanse our minds 
 and renew our hearts that we may live for you here and hereafter; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 



3 

 

SECOND LESSON Romans 6:1b-11 See insert 
 
M: Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done. 
 
HYMN of the DAY Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink CW 405 
   See insert 
 
SERMON  Matthew 14:22-33
   See insert 

Jesus Gets Rid of the Reasons to Doubt  
  1.  He Walks Over Them  
  2.  He Rescues from Them  
 
 

Please stand 
 
SONG of MARY 
♫: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 

has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  
 From this day all generations will call me blessed. The Almighty has done great things for 

me, and holy is his name. 
 He has mercy on those who fear him in ev’ry generation. He has shown the strength of his 

arm; he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled 

the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has remembered his promise of 

mercy, the promise made to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his children forever. Amen. 
 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and for the 
 strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
 
M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for joy 
 in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and health to 
 this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 
C: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind, and 
 spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 
C: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose souls 
 are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care. Be 
 our shield and strength, O Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
 us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and 
quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
SONG of SIMEON 
♫: In peace, Lord, you let your servant now depart according to your word. For my eyes have 

seen your salvation, which you have prepared for ev’ry people, a light to lighten the 
Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. 

 
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you all. 
C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me CW 433 
    See insert 
 
 

†  †  † 

 

PREACHER Seminarian Dan Wessel 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST Jon Roux 
MUSICIANS The Wurster Family 
 (Miles, Kathy, Ella, Izzy) 
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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, July 12, 2020 
 
Prayer before worship:  Almighty God, we know that it is through much tribulation that we will enter 
your eternal kingdom. Therefore we ask that you would see us through the storms of life and give us 
the confidence that you alone are our God and Savior, our Creator and Redeemer, our Shepherd 
and our King. Bless us now as we come before you in worship, and accept our offerings, prayers, 
and praises, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
OPENING HYMN All Praise to God Who Reigns Above CW 236 
   See insert 
 

Please stand 
 
M: O Lord, open my lips. 
C: And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 
M: Hasten to save me, O God.  
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.  
 
M: Praise be to God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: let us worship him. 
C: Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving, let us make a joyful noise to him with 

songs of praise. 
 For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. The deep places of the earth 

are in his hand; the heights of the hills are also his. The sea is his, for he made it, and his 
hand formed the dry land. 

 Oh, come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is 
our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

 
Please be seated 

 
LESSON Jeremiah 28:5-9 See insert 
 
PSALM Psalm 89 CW p. 98 
   See insert 
 
SECOND LESSON Romans 6:1b-11 See insert 
 
SEASONAL RESPONSE  

 

Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done. 
 
 
HYMN of the DAY Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink CW 405 
    See insert 
 
SERMON  Matthew 14:22-33
   See insert 

Jesus Gets Rid of the Reasons to Doubt  
  1.  He Walks Over Them  
  2.  He Rescues from Them  

 
Please stand 
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WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD  
C: We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord; all creation worships you, Father 

everlasting. To you all angels, all the pow’rs of heav’n, cherubim and seraphim, sing in 
endless praise: 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of heav’nly hosts, heaven and earth are full of your glory. The 
glorious company of apostles praise you. The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 

 The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. Throughout the world the holy Church 
acclaims you: Father of majesty unbounded, your glorious, true, and only Son,  and the 
Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. You, Christ, are the King of glory, the eternal Son of the 
Father. 

 When you became man to set us free, you humbled yourself to be born of a virgin. You 
overcame the sting of death and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

 You sit at the right hand of God in the glory of the Father. We believe that you will come to 
be our judge. 

 Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price of your own blood, and bring 
us with your saints to glory everlasting. 

 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
M: In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
M:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this new 

day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into 
any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us praise the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you all. 
C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me CW 433 
    See insert 
 

†  †  † 

 

PREACHER Seminarian Dan Wessel 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST Jon Roux 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Attendance for the past weekend was 261 with 189 attending Communion.  

Altar Flowers ~ have been given in honor of the 25th wedding anniversary of Darrell and Becky Berg. 
 
Confirmation Pictures ~ are on the narthex table.  
 
Bible Class ~ will continue online. Join us Sunday evenings at 7 pm for a study of The Screwtape 
Letters by C.S. Lewis. The class will be held at Meet.Google.com (or with the Google Meet app on 
your smartphone or tablet) with "meeting code" tjx-anhj-gvx. Or use this shortcut which automatically 
enters the code for you: https://bit.ly/STJLCNUMeet (Note: the link is case sensitive). You can also 
call in over the phone at (209) 457-0523 using PIN: 100 259 597# (Note: This will be a long distance 
call.) The meeting room can hold up to 250 participants, so feel free to tell your friends!   
 
Sending Offerings through Bill Pay ~ Several members of St. John’s have asked if there is a way 
for them to make their weekly offerings automatically either online or by an automatic bank 
transaction. St. John’s is investigating our online giving options, but are not yet ready to receive online 
gifts. For the time being, we suggest that our members consider using your bank’s online Bill Pay 
service to make weekly or monthly gifts to St. John’s. If you have questions about using Bill Pay to 
make donations, please contact Financial Secretary Mike Thom at 507-217-7671. 
 
St. John’s Pictorial Directory Photo Sessions will be Scheduling Soon! ~ We are again 
contracting with Lifetouch studios to photograph our St John’s family for our pictorial directory. The 
scheduling will be starting soon, so take a look at your calendar for what will work best in early August 
or September. These are the dates and times: 
 Tuesday – Friday, August 4 - 7  2 - 9 pm 
 Saturday, August 8  10 am - 5 pm 
 Thursday & Friday, September 10 & 11  2 - 9 pm 
 Saturday, September 12  10 am - 5 pm 
An online scheduling link will be shared with our congregation, but we also will have an alternate 
paper form available on weekends at church for those who would rather sign up in person.  
 
MVL Announcements ~ Open Positions 1. A part-time custodian(s) to work 25 hours per week. For 
more information contact Ken Opitz at MVL at 507-354-6851 or kopitz@mvlhs.org. 2. A part-time food 
service worker for approximately three hours each school day. Tasks include food preparation and 
service, washing dishes and clean up. Individuals interested in this position should contact Elizabeth 
Fluegge at MVL at 507-354-6851, 507-993-5195, or foodservice@mvlhs.org. 3. A WELS or ELS male 
to serve as Director of Mission Advancement.  Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. 
Tim Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.  
 
Food Kit Available  ~ The New Ulm Area Food Shelf and the Lions Club of New Ulm are offering a 
14-day food kit for seniors 65+ who are homebound because of COVID-19. Homebound is defined as 
those who only leave home for medical reasons. If you are in need of food and would like this 
delivered to you, please call the food shelf at 354-7668. If no one answers, please leave a message 
with your name, address and phone number. Speak slowly and clearly. Someone will contact you to 
ask about any special diet needs and let you know when the delivery will be made.  
 

 

Fruits of faith given: 
 $15,895 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need  
 $1,271 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need $135 St. Paul’s School Building Fund 
 $1,475 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $445 MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary 
 $922 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $10 WELS Special Ministries  
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Pastor Installations ~ Pastor Micah Plocher will be installed as pastor of Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Nicollet, MN, on July 12th at 4 pm. Trinity's address is 604 Main St. in 
Nicollet. Pastor James Plocher of Pardeeville, WI, will preach and Interim Pastor Daniel Balge will 
officiate in the rite of installation. A reception will follow the service, subject to current government 
COVID-19 guidelines.  
Pastor Ethan Boese will be ordained and installed at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sanborn, 
MN, at 1:30 pm on July 12th. An outdoor reception will follow the service. Zion Lutheran is located at 
105 South Street in Sanborn.   
 
Family Bible Nights at St. Paul’s Church ~ Family Bible Nights will be held on July 29, August 12, 
and August 19 at St. Paul's Church. Our theme for this year is "Nothing to Fear." We will plan to 
meet from 5:15-7:45 pm each evening. We will begin each evening with a picnic meal, followed by 
opening devotion at 6 pm. Please sign up online at forms.gle/qarYLJXFnmbd2a748, or call the 
church office at 354-3641.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Minister Jim Dretske sm.dretske@gmail.com 

Teacher Christine Baganz cbaganz@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 

St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 

 
About the Cover ~ In the midst of the storms of life, whether they be physical or spiritual, our Lord 
Jesus Christ sees us toiling and rowing. Although our faith may become weak because we are sinful 
people who still want to put our trust in ourselves rather than in God, Jesus is still faithful to us. Even 
when we find ourselves sinking in despair because of our sinful weaknesses, he will be there to 
catch us and save us, for that was his purpose in coming to this world.  
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OPENING HYMN All Praise to God Who Reigns Above CW 236 
1. All praise to God who reigns above, The God of all creation, 
 The God of wonders, pow’r, and love, The God of our salvation! 
 With healing balm my soul he fills, The God who ev’ry sorrow stills— 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
2. I cried to him in time of need: Lord God, oh, hear my calling! 
 For death he gave me life indeed And kept my feet from falling. 
 For this my thanks shall endless be; Oh, thank him, thank our God with me— 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
3. The Lord will not forsake his flock, His chosen generation; 
 He is their refuge and their rock, Their peace and their salvation. 
 As with a mother’s tender hand He leads his own, his chosen band— 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
4. All who confess Christ’s holy name, To God give praise and glory! 
 All who the Father’s pow’r proclaim, To God give praise and glory! 
 All idols under foot be trod; The Lord is God! The Lord is God! 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
5. Then come before his presence now And banish fear and sadness; 
 To your Redeemer pay your vow And sing with joy and gladness. 
 Though great distress my soul befell, The Lord my God did all things well— 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
 
FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 28:5-9 

INSERT: 

Then the prophet Jeremiah 
replied to the prophet Hananiah 
before the priests and all the 
people who were standing in the 
house of the LORD. He said, 
"Amen! May the LORD do so! 
May the LORD fulfill the words 
you have prophesied by bringing 

the articles of the LORD's house 
and all the exiles back to this 
place from Babylon. 
Nevertheless, listen to what I 
have to say in your hearing and 
in the hearing of all the people:  
From early times the prophets 
who preceded you and me have 

prophesied war, disaster and 
plague against many countries 
and great kingdoms. But the 
prophet who prophesies peace 
will be recognized as one truly 
sent by the LORD only if his 
prediction comes true."  
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PSALM Psalm 89 CW p. 98 
 

Saturday: musicians sing the refrain; congregation will speak the verses 

 
 
 
 

 
I will sing of the LORD’S great love forever;* 

I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. 

 

I will declare that your love stands firm forever,* 

that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 

 

The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,* 

your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 

 

Refrain 

 

O LORD God Almighty, who is like you?* 

You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you. 

 

Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,* 

who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD. 

 

They rejoice in your name all day long;* 

they exult in your righteousness. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON Romans 6:1b-11 

 
 
HYMN of the DAY Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink CW 405 
1. Oh, for a faith that will not shrink Though pressed by many a foe, 
 That will not tremble on the brink Of poverty or woe, 
 
2. That will not murmur nor complain Beneath the chast’ning rod, 
 But in the hour of grief or pain Can lean upon its God, 
 
3. A faith that shines more bright and clear When tempests rage without, 
 That, when in danger, knows no fear, In darkness feels no doubt, 
 
4. That bears unmoved the world’s dread frown Nor heeds its scornful smile, 
 That sin’s wild ocean cannot drown Nor Satan’s arts beguile, 
 
5. A faith that keeps the narrow way Till life’s last spark is fled 
 And with a pure and heav’nly ray Lights up the dying bed. 
 
6. Lord, give us such a faith as this, And then, whate’er may come, 
 We’ll taste e’en now the hallowed bliss Of an eternal home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shall we go on sinning so that 
grace may increase? By no 
means! We died to sin; how can 
we live in it any longer? Or don't 
you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We 
were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, we too 

may live a new life. If we have 
been united with him like this in 
his death, we will certainly also 
be united with him in his 
resurrection. For we know that 
our old self was crucified with 
him so that the body of sin might 
be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves to 
sin-- because anyone who has 
died has been freed from sin. 
Now if we died with Christ, we 

believe that we will also live with 
him. For we know that since 
Christ was raised from the dead, 
he cannot die again; death no 
longer has mastery over him.  
The death he died, he died to 
sin once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. In the 
same way, count yourselves 
dead to sin but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.  

 



12 

 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 14:22-33 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me CW 433 
1. Jesus, Savior, pilot me Over life’s tempestuous sea; 
 Unknown waves before me roll, Hiding rock and treach’rous shoal. 
 Chart and compass come from thee: Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 
2. As a mother stills her child, Thou canst hush the ocean wild. 
 Boist’rous waves obey thy will When thou say’st to them, “Be still!” 
 Wondrous Sov’reign of the sea, Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 
3. When at last I near the shore And the fearful breakers roar 
 ’Twixt me and the peaceful rest, Then, while leaning on thy breast, 
 May I hear thee say to me, “Fear not! I will pilot thee.” 
 

Immediately Jesus made the 
disciples get into the boat and 
go on ahead of him to the other 
side, while he dismissed the 
crowd. After he had dismissed 
them, he went up on a 
mountainside by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was 
there alone, but the boat was 
already a considerable distance 
from land, buffeted by the waves 
because the wind was against it.  
During the fourth watch of the 

night Jesus went out to them, 
walking on the lake. When the 
disciples saw him walking on the 
lake, they were terrified. "It's a 
ghost," they said, and cried out 
in fear. But Jesus immediately 
said to them: "Take courage! It 
is I. Don't be afraid."  
"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, 
"tell me to come to you on the 
water."  
"Come," he said. Then Peter got 
down out of the boat, walked on 

the water and came toward 
Jesus. But when he saw the 
wind, he was afraid and, 
beginning to sink, cried out, 
"Lord, save me!" Immediately 
Jesus reached out his hand and 
caught him. "You of little faith," 
he said, "why did you doubt?"  
And when they climbed into the 
boat, the wind died down. Then 
those who were in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, "Truly 
you are the Son of God."  


