
 

 



 

 

Worship Notes 
Minor Festival: St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles 

October 27/28, 2018 
 

Prayer before worship: Almighty God, it was by your grace and power that the martyrs of  old, 
the apostles, and evangelists could boldly and joyfully proclaim the gospel of  Jesus Christ, even in 
times of  persecution, even when staring death in the face. Give to us, your servants, such zeal and 
strength, not only stand up for our faith, but to proclaim it to others, and find comfort in it. Cause 
us to be compelled by your love for us, which sent you to this world to be our substitute in life and 
in death. Accept now our worship and praise. We ask it in Jesus' name. Amen.  
 
 

Order of  Service: Service of  the Word page 38 
 
 

OPENING HYMN By All Your Saints Still Striving CW 552 
  Stanzas 1, 21, 3 
 
FIRST LESSON   Jeremiah 26:7-16 

 
PSALM of  the DAY Psalm  119c  CW p. 111 
 
 
 

The priests, the prophets and 
all the people heard Jeremiah 
speak these words in the house 
of  the LORD. But as soon as 
Jeremiah finished telling all the 
people everything the LORD 
had commanded him to say, the 
priests, the prophets and all the 
people seized him and said, 
"You must die! Why do you 
prophesy in the LORD's name 
that this house will be like 
Shiloh and this city will be 
desolate and deserted?" And all 
the people crowded around 
Jeremiah in the house of  the 
LORD. When the officials of  
Judah heard about these things, 
they went up from the royal 

palace to the house of  the 
LORD and took their places at 
the entrance of  the New Gate 
of  the LORD's house. Then 
the priests and the prophets 
said to the officials and all the 
people, "This man should be 
sentenced to death because he 
has prophesied against this city. 
You have heard it with your 
own ears!" Then Jeremiah said 
to all the officials and all the 
people: "The LORD sent me to 
prophesy against this house and 
this city all the things you have 
heard. Now reform your ways 
and your actions and obey the 
LORD your God. Then the 
LORD will relent and not bring 

the disaster he has pronounced 
against you. As for me, I am in 
your hands; do with me 
whatever you think is good and 
right. Be assured, however, that 
if  you put me to death, you will 
bring the guilt of  innocent 
blood on yourselves and on this 
city and on those who live in it, 
for in truth the LORD has sent 
me to you to speak all these 
words in your hearing." Then 
the officials and all the people 
said to the priests and the 
prophets, "This man should not 
be sentenced to death! He has 
spoken to us in the name of  
the LORD our God."  



 

 

SECOND LESSON  Jude 1:4, 17-23 

 
GENERAL VERSE  p. 40 
 
ANTHEM Simple Praise  John Behnke Text: Michael J. Meyer 
 

 Simple praise I bring to Jesus with a childlike faith I pray.  8 am 
 Asking blessing and forgiveness knowing that He guides my way. 
 Jesus loves me, this I know.  For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 Simple praise is what I offer thank Him for the sacrifice. 
 For upon the cross He suffered, brought me back and gave me life. 
 
 Simple praise that calls Him brother, trusting He will intercede. 
 With the Father kind and caring, shelters me in time of  need. 
 Jesus loves me, this I know. For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 Little words may seem so worthless, just small actions unlike His. 
 Yet this simple praise I offer, gives him glory all my days. 
 Simple praise, simple praise, give Him glory all my days. 
 

 © Publication permission granted. Lorenz Publishing 

 
GOSPEL  John 14:21-27 

For certain men whose 
condemnation was written 
about long ago have secretly 
slipped in among you. They are 
godless men, who change the 
grace of  our God into a license 
for immorality and deny Jesus 
Christ our only Sovereign and 
Lord.  
 
But, dear friends, remember 
what the apostles of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ foretold. They said 
to you, "In the last times there 
will be scoffers who will follow 
their own ungodly desires."  
These are the men who divide 
you, who follow mere natural 
instincts and do not have the 
Spirit. But you, dear friends, 
build yourselves up in your 
most holy faith and pray in the 
Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in 
God's love as you wait for the 

mercy of  our Lord Jesus Christ 
to bring you to eternal life. Be 
merciful to those who doubt;  
snatch others from the fire and 
save them; to others show 
mercy, mixed with fear-- hating 
even the clothing stained by 
corrupted flesh.  

Whoever has my commands 
and obeys them, he is the one 
who loves me. He who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, 
and I too will love him and 
show myself  to him." Then 
Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, 
"But, Lord, why do you intend 
to show yourself  to us and not 
to the world?" Jesus replied, "If  

anyone loves me, he will obey 
my teaching. My Father will 
love him, and we will come to 
him and make our home with 
him. He who does not love me 
will not obey my teaching. 
These words you hear are not 
my own; they belong to the 
Father who sent me. All this I 
have spoken while still with 

you. But the Counselor, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind 
you of  everything I have said to 
you.  Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.” 



 

 

HYMN of  the DAY I Know My Faith Is Founded CW 403 
 
 
SERMON  Jude 1:4, 17-21 
 

CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 
 1. FAITH IN WHICH WE BELIEVE 
 2. FAITH WITH WHICH WE BELIEVE   
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  p. 41 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
PRAYERS and LORD’S PRAYER  p. 42 
 
 
HYMN I Trust, O Christ, in You Alone CW 437 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN The World Is Very Evil TLH 605 
 Stanzas 1 and 2 
 The world is very evil, The times are waxing late;  
 Be sober and keep vigil, The Judge is at the gate;  
 The Judge that comes in mercy, The Judge that comes with might, 
 To terminate the evil, To diadem the right. 
 
 Arise, arise, good Christian, Let right to wrong succeed; 
 Let penitential sorrow To heav’nly gladness lead,  
 To light that hath no evening, That knows no moon nor sun, 
 The light so new and golden, The light that is but one.  
 

†  †  † 
 
ORGANIST Craig Hirschmann 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR (Gr. K-4) Jean Schroeder 
MLC LECTORS 
Throughout the year, St. John's asks men who are studying for the pastoral ministry to read for a 
service. We are in a privileged position to see our Lord's answer to our prayers for future called 
workers.  
 Saturday Christian Arnold St. Paul’s, Oconto Falls, WI 
 8 am Markus Klingenschmitt Bethlehem Lutheran, Lakeville, MN 
 9:30 am Duke Backhaus St. Paul’s, Tomah, WI 
 11 am Benjamin Bitter St. John’s, Milwaukee, WI 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 8 am Grades K-4 sing 
 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
 10:30 am Student Teacher Meet & Greet 
 3 pm MLC Joint Reformation Service 
Mon 6:30 pm Worship Committee Meeting 
Tue 6:30 pm Altar Guild Meeting 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 
Wed 5 pm Public Catechism 
Thu 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: James 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: 1 Kings 
Fri 6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God”  
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: Proverbs 
 7 pm MVL Fall Play 
 7:30 pm MLC Musical 
Sat 2 & 7 pm MVL Fall Play 
 7:30 pm MLC Musical 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Nov 4 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
 2 pm MLC Musical 
Nov 5 6:30 pm Elders Meeting 
Nov 6 6:30 pm Education Meeting 
 7 pm Women of  St. John’s Meeting 
Nov 7 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 
 7 pm MVL Band Concert 
Nov 8 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: James 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: 1 Kings 
Nov 9 6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God”  
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: Proverbs 
 7 pm MVL Pops Concert 
Nov 10 9 am Cards of  Caring, 403 N. Minnesota St. 
Nov 11 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
 11 am Choral Fest Service 
 2 pm MVL Sacred Concert 
Nov 12 10 am Organ Tuning 
 7 pm Evangelism Meeting 
 7 pm Trustees Meeting 

 

†  Upcoming Weekend Services  † 
Saturday: 7 pm 

Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11 am 



 

 

ST. JOHN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 434 with 310 attending Communion. 

Our Newest Baptized Members Taken to Heaven ~ On Tuesday, October 23, Ben and Erin 
Hansen, who were taken into membership at St. John's on Tuesday night, were blessed with a set of 
twin boys -- Bennett and Kayden. Both were severely premature. Due to that fact, Ben their father, 
baptized both of them immediately after they were born. Little Bennett died only minutes afterwards. 
Kayden also died the next day. Thankfully, both of these children were brought into God's family 
through this blessed sacrament, but we ask for your prayers on behalf of the Hansen family. A private 
funeral took place on Saturday at Minnesota Valley Funeral Home.  
 
Thank You to Eleanor Runke ~ who has served as the church librarian for 16 years at St. John's. The 
library has always been in such good order because Eleanor tirelessly always worked to make sure 
everything was easy to find, and also that we had the best and latest reading materials and video 
selections. We cannot thank her enough, but let her know that her services were deeply appreciated.  
 
Altar Guild Meeting ~ There will be an Altar Guild meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 30th at 6:30 pm. We 
could always use more help, so if you're interested in seeing what Altar Guild is all about, feel free to join 
us. We only meet formally once per year, and we take turns preparing the sanctuary for worship, so the 
time commitment is relatively small. Come and check out this opportunity to serve!  
 
Church Library ~ Our church library will be having a give-away during the weekend of Nov 3/4 in the 
new narthex. These items are no longer needed or used by the library and will be free to take. Thank you. 
Your new church librarian, LeiLani Rahn.   
 
Women of St. John’s ~ Our next gathering will take place Tuesday, Nov 6 at 7 pm in the church 
basement. Come be inspired to share the gospel with others by Bryant and Denise Karstens who will 
present on their recent mission trip to Texas this past summer. Elections for the offices of president and 
secretary are also slated to take place that evening. Please speak with Donna Dose or Jeneane Thiesfeldt if 
you are interested in possibly serving this way or have questions about the positions.    
 
Cards of Caring ~ The “Cards of Caring” volunteers continue to make cards to send to members who 
are on our church’s homebound or “thinking of you” list. We send cards for birthdays, anniversaries, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Winter/Valentine’s and Easter. We also make cards for our confirmands and 
for our LWMS Befriend a Mission families. We will meet Saturday, Nov 10, at 403 N. Minnesota St. 
between the hours of 9 am and noon. Come as your schedule allows. Assistance is needed with creating 
cards from recycled cards or using decorative stamps, writing greetings in the cards, applying Scripture 
verse stamps, seals, and prepping envelopes. Everyone is welcome from age 12 and older to come for fun 
and fellowship. We also welcome all MLC students. For information contact Lois Willems at 676-1230. 
 

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $8,399 Home Operations ~ $14,532 is our weekly need  
 $823 MVL ~ $1,118 is our weekly need $5,000 Endowment Fund 
 $1,700 Missions ~ $1,648 is our weekly need $100 Audio/Video Equipment 
 $993 Building Fund ~ $1,603 is our weekly need $43 Food & Fellowship 
 $95 Christian Family Solutions / WLCFS $10 Christian Aid & Relief 



 

 

Choral Fest, November 9-11 ~ St. John's will host Great Plains Lutheran High School Choir and will 
serve them a lunch at St. John's in the basement on Sunday, Nov 11th at 12:00 noon. Food donations and 
helpers are needed. Please consider participating in this event by signing up on the sheet in the 
narthex. Thank you. Please contact Jeneane Thiesfeldt if you have questions at thiesfjm@gmail.com or 
507-240-4523. 
 
Youth Group ~ Youth in grades 6-12 may join us for the annual leaf raking service project on Saturday, 
Nov 17. We will meet at the church at 9 am and go until 12:30 pm. Lunch will be provided at church. 
Please sign up in the narthex so we can plan transportation. Parents: we will probably need 2 drivers. 
Please consider driving for this event and sign up on the board or email Lisa at ali3b2g@gmail.com. 
 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Wreath Sales ~ MVL students will be in their home congregations to assist with Christmas wreath 
orders on the following Sundays: Oct 28, Nov 4 and 11. Deliveries will be made before Thanksgiving.  
 
Matching Gift for St. Paul’s School Building Project ~ A Time to Build project at St Paul’s 
Lutheran School will be moving ahead and donations are needed to maintain the momentum! To 
encourage those who are considering a donation to the building fund, a member of St. John’s is offering a 
dollar-for-dollar match up to $10,000 for contributions made before Thanksgiving. If the $10,000 is fully 
matched by Thanksgiving, the donor will provide another $5,000 of matching funds until Christmas! 
Watch for more information on this exciting opportunity in weeks to come!   
 
A Time to Build Campaign Update ~ Good news - the WELS Church Extension Fund (CEF) gave 
St. Paul's final approval to their loan request for up to $5 million! This will enable them to actually begin 
construction next spring and hopefully complete the project by the end of 2019. Presently they have 
received $2,457,274 in campaign gifts. The School Improvement Fund balance is $1,823,225 after 
expenses, including the $120,000+ for moving utilities. So far, God's people have given $24,541 toward 
the gift of $35,000 to be matched by Thanksgiving. Please keep the project in your prayers.   
 
Joint Reformation Service at MLC ~ 500 years ago, in the 26th Thesis for the Heidelberg 
Disputation, Martin Luther wrote, “The law says, ‘Do this,’ and it is never done. Grace says, ‘believe this,’ 
and everything is already done.” On Oct 28th, at 3 pm at the Chapel of the Christ on the campus of 
Martin Luther College, we once again give thanks for God’s tremendous grace to us in Christ. Pastor 
Roger Knepprath will preach this year and the Chorale from MLC will enhance our worship with song. 
Following the service, you are invited to meet in the lower level of the chapel for a presentation from 
Kingdom Workers to learn of recent mission efforts in our area. Following the reports and updates, you 
may join us for a complimentary supper in the college cafeteria. A free will offering will be collected to 
support ongoing mission work by our mission team.  
 
MVL Fall Play ~ This year's fall play is a comedy by Pat Cook titled You Can't Beat the House. 
Performances in the MVL gymnasium are Friday, Nov. 2 at 7 pm and Saturday, Nov. 3 at 2 and 7 pm. 
Tickets can be bought at the door: $5 for adults, $3 for students / seniors, and kids under six are free.  
 
MLC Fall Musical ~ MLC Forum Productions will present the Gershwin hit Crazy for You on Friday and 
Saturday, Nov 2-3, at 7:30 pm and Sunday, Nov 4, at 2 pm. Order your tickets now by visiting mlc-
wels.edu/forum or calling 233-9114. Ticket prices are discounted online, but will be full price at the door, 
so don't wait to purchase! 



 

 

Veterans’ Day Program at MVL ~ The Veterans' Day recognition will be held Wednesday, Nov 7. 
Veterans and their guests are invited to a breakfast in the MVL commons before the program. Please 
contact Kristin Matzke, 507-233-8662 or kmatzke@mvlhs.org, to RSVP. The public is invited to the 
hour-long program, which begins at 9 am in the MVL gymnasium.  
 
WELS Choral Fest ~ MVL is excited to host the 2018 WELS West Regional Choral Festival. Students 
from 11 visiting WELS high schools will be performing alongside the Chargaliers. You are invited to two 
special concerts in the MVL gymnasium: the Pops Concert on Friday, Nov. 9 at 7 pm and the Sacred 
Concert on Sunday, Nov. 11 at 2 pm.  
 
Spirit of MVL Events ~ The annual Spirit of MVL complimentary recognition reception and ticketed 
fundraising gala will be held on Saturday, Nov. 17 at the New Ulm Conference Center (part of the Best 
Western Plus). Please visit mvl.org/spirit-of-mvl for more details.  
 
MLC Wind Symphony Concert ~ The Martin Luther College Wind Symphony is pleased to present 
Collage: Music for Winds and Percussion on Sunday, Nov 18, at 3 pm in the Wittenberg Collegiate Auditorium. 
Please join us!   
 
Volunteer Opportunity ~ WELS Christian Aid and Relief is still looking for volunteers to help with 
hurricane cleanup in Florida. Airfare and accommodations will be provided. Work will primarily be 
cleaning up trees, with some other jobs possible. Please contact Brian Roeller at 651-210-7524 or 
broeller@comcast.net.  
 
Job Opening ~ St. Paul's Lutheran School is hiring a part-time assistant for the school office. The 
position is for 10 hours per week from December through May of this school year. The primary 
responsibility is data entry. We are accepting applications now through Nov 10. If you are interested, 
please contact Mr. Markgraf at the school office for more information including a detailed job 
description. 
 
About the Cover ~ At the top of the cover is the Luther seal. The two symbols on either side below it 
stand for St. Simon the Zealot (left) and St. Jude or Thaddeus (right).  
 

Although there are other symbols which are also used for both of these Apostles, the symbol for Simon 
depicted here is one which pictures a fish on top of a Bible. It denotes that Simon became a great fisher 
of men through the power of the gospel, which he also preached. According to church tradition he first 
preached the gospel in Egypt, but later met up with St. Jude in Persia where the two of them proclaimed 
the name of Christ to the people there. The account based on this tradition says that he was martyred by 
being sawn into; thus another symbol of St. Simon the Zealot is a saw. 
 

The symbol of St. Jude or the Apostle Thaddeus (Lebbaeus), is a ship. It depicts his missionary travels. 
Another symbol sometimes used for St. Jude is a book-hook, oar, and carpenter's square. It represents his 
travels as well as his use of God's Word, the straight and orthodox measuring tool of those who proclaim 
the gospel. Although church tradition says he was martyred, there is some uncertainty about how he died, 
since some say with arrows, and other by beheading or crucifixion. Therefore another popular symbol of 
the Apostle Jude is an executioner's axe.  


