
 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
627 South Washington 
New Ulm MN 56073 
 

Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

NEW ULM, MN 

PERMIT No. 157 

Staff 
 

Pastor Wayne A. Laitinen 

wayne.laitinen@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee 

revbovee@gmail.com 
 

Staff Minister Kelly Emde 

kremde@comcast.net 
 

Church Office 

stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 
 

Bookkeeper 

wlambrecht@newulmtel.net 
 

Administrative Teacher 

jdretske@splnewulm.org 

May 2016 

 

Welcome to St. John’s!  

627 S. Washington St. 507-354-6744 

www.stjohnsnewulm.com 
 

Worship Times 

Saturdays: 7 pm 

Sundays: 8, 9:30 & 11 am (Summer schedule begins: May 22: No 11am) 
 

Ascension: Thursday, May 5 at 4 and 6 pm 
 

Adult Bible Classes 

Thursdays: 10:30 & 7 pm (May 12: last day) 

Fridays: Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, HyVee: 6:30 am (Last day: May 13) 

Fridays: Women’s Bible Class: 9:30 am (Last day: May 13)  

Sundays: 9:30 & 10:45 am (Last day: May 8) 
 

Children’s Sunday School 

Sundays: 9:30 am (Last day: May 8) 

CELEBRATE THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
 

He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all 
the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe. (Ephesians 4:10)   
 

On Thursday, May 5th this year, we will celebrate the Ascension of Jesus. 
Sadly, it is a celebration that sometimes gets lost somewhere between 
Easter and Pentecost, and if truth be told, there are many congregations, 
even in our synod, that do not celebrate it. 
 

However, it is a noteworthy festival. It marks the 40th day from the time 
that Jesus rose from death to prove that he was alive. During that 40 day 
period he appeared, disappeared, and reappeared to his followers on 
many different occasions. St. Paul records the fact that he appeared alive 
to over 50 people at once. St. John reminds us that Jesus also 
demonstrated he was really alive with many infallible proofs, which 
included eating in front of his disciples to prove he was not merely a 
ghost or apparition. 
 

But then, on the 40th day, Jesus took his apostles to the Mount of Olives, 
and there he ascended into heaven before their eyes. Clouds of glory 
covered him from their sight. And as they stood there gawking at the sky, 
we are told in Acts 1:10-11: Suddenly two men dressed in white stood 
beside them.  "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven." 
 

The apostles were wondering what would happen next. They were 
sinners, just as we are. Perhaps in a brief moment of wonder and 
forgetfulness, they might have thought Jesus was deserting them. We’ve 
had those kinds of doubtful thoughts cross our sinful minds at times 
when the devil or the sinful world around us or the Old Adam within us 
whisper disparaging things about God, and try to make us think he’s 
forsaken us, too. 
 

But no, he had not forsaken the apostles, nor has he forsaken us. Jesus 
Christ who had died on the cross bearing the sins of every sinner had 
risen from death. He proved that he was alive to show us that his 
sacrifice on our behalf was acceptable to God and that he paid the debt 
for our sins.  
 

Jesus who had risen had now ascended into heaven in clouds of glory to 
prove that he was exalted to the throne of God. He was returning to the 
place from whence he’d come.  
 

Now the angels had come with the promise that Jesus who had ascended 
into heaven to be exalted would return in glory, just as he’d left. He 
would return to take his people home. For it is he who promised: John 
14:2-3  “In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am.” 
 

St. John’s invites you to come to our Ascension Day worship 
service on Thursday, May 5. Services will be at 4 and 6 pm, with a 
fellowship meal following the 4 pm service. It is a good opportunity 
to bring a friend to hear the Good News of Jesus’ redemption and to 
share that message with others. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Bovee Continued on page 2 
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Stewardship of  the Word 
 

 
I recently took time to reflect upon the gracious men 
and women who have instructed me in the teachings of 
the Bible. I noticed that at each point in my life there 
had been a pastor, teacher, or friend particularly 
influential in my spiritual development. As I consider 
my present circumstance in New Ulm, I rejoice that St. 
John’s surrounds me with wonderful Biblical 
scholarship. How many small town churches have the 
privilege of delving into the Word with a rotation of 
theological professors? Certainly, this is a legitimate 
reason for boasting. 
 
But we do not boast in the great wisdom or spiritual 
insight of our instructors. Rather, we boast in the  

message of our teachers, those leaders who preach and 
teach Christ crucified. At St. John’s, our adult Bible 
study instructors combine in depth historical and 
Biblical scholarship, while maintaining clear focus on 
the cross of Christ.  Whether searching the book of 
Daniel for the truths of the gospel, or revisiting the 
writings of Martin Luther, recent Bible studies provide 
both an edifying environment for study with your 
church community, as well as a starting point for 
stimulating conversations at home throughout the 
week.  As stewards of the Word, let’s continue to take 
advantage of these great opportunities for spiritual 
development. Who knows—someday God may call you 
to leave New Ulm, and share what you have learned 
here with future members of God’s kingdom. 
 
Daniel Schwartz, 
Stewardship Member 

Audio CD of   
Prof. Siegbert Becker 

 

Fifty-five years ago our synod went 
through a very dark and difficult 
time. In 1961 the decision was 
announced that the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod was 
suspending fellowship with the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. 
It was a time of great controversy, 
and for many a time of great 
confusion. Even to this day there 
are many who do not fully 
understand why our synod made 
such a bold move. Some believe 
that the synods were merely talking 
past each other. Others had 
misconceptions about the real issues 
that were being addressed. 
 

Dr. Siegbert Becker was an 
individual who found himself in 
middle of the controversy. As a 
professor at Concordia College in 
River Forest, IL, he discovered that 
what was being taught by others on 
the faculty was not what the Bible 
teaches. Although he spoke to them 
individually in order to lead them 
back to the truth, the further he 
went up the chain of command the 
more corruption he discovered. He 
then tried to address these concerns  
 

through the leadership of the synod.  
 

Having cited the false doctrines that 
were being taught and embraced by 
the people in question, he called for 
disciplinary action against them. 
Sadly, in the end, he found himself 
battling again the officials of the 
LC-MS who were defending and 
harboring the false teachers. 
 

Finally Dr. Becker left the LC-MS 
to join the Wisconsin Synod in 
1963. In 1969 he became a 
professor of New Testament and 
systematic theology at Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary, and was deeply 
revered. 
 

In 1966, Dr. Becker was invited to 
Jerusalem Lutheran Church (WELS) 
in Morton Grove, IL, where he gave 
a presentation on why he left the 
Missouri Synod. Present were 
members of area churches from the 
WELS and LC-MS. Although 
originally recorded on a cassette 
recorder, recently we were able 
transfer it to an audio CD. Due to 
the equipment that was used and 
the old analog technology, the 
quality of the recording is not 
consistent. However, Dr. Becker’s 
message can be clearly heard and 
understood even though it was  
 

recorded 50 years ago. It is entitled: 
“Why I Left the LCMS.” Although 
the CD is not being sold per se, a $1 
donation is suggested to pay for the 
CD, case, and label. The CDs will 
be available on the back table. 
 

The purpose of this CD is not to 
lambast the LC-MS nor to paint a 
Holier-than-Thou picture of our 
own synod. Rather, it is intended to 
give a proper understanding about 
why it was necessary for the WELS 
to take the action it did 55 years ago. 
It also serves as a warning to us lest 
we become lax in our teachings and 
practices and thereby turn away 
from the sound truths of the Bible. 
Recently our synod has been in 

communication with the Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod and also the 

Church of the Lutheran Confession 

(CLC). Although it is evident that 

we have a ways to go, in both cases 

promising progress has been made 

toward re-establishing fellowship 

with those two synods. May it be 

our prayer that God would once 

again bring together into one body 

those who embrace his true and 

inerrant Word so that we may be 

one great fellowship of believers 

who worship together. 
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1 Matthias Borgwardt 

 Douglas Dallmann 

 Jon Hermanson 

 Hannah Mohror 

2 Gary Meinert 

 Evelyn Strackbein 

3 Brianna Fenske 

 Patricia Rathje 

4 Ruth Anderson 

 Allen Kopischke 

6 Alissa Block 

 Patrick Boesch 

7 Jonathan Bleick 

 LeRoy Lothert 

 Jared Schmit 

 Gerald Woodley 

 Kathryn Wurster 

8 Steve Ardolf 

 Arlyce Lueck 

 Gene Slettedahl 

9 Ruth Bartsch 

 Jason Brandes 

 Miranda Deters 

 Sawyer Frank 

 Thomas Hunter 

 Michael Thom 

 Derek Wendland 

10 Stacy Domeier 

 Lance Hartzell 

 Elmer Rolloff 

 Jonathan Schaefer 

11 Jesse Helget 

 Kayleigh Kassuelke 

 Violet Plagge 

12 Monica Gieseke 

 Myron Rich 

 Douglas Schwartz 

 Tiffany Wellner 

13 Taylor Fenske 

 Beverlee Haar 

14 John Boeder 

 Pastor Bovee 

 Stephanie Dose 

 Walter Grubbs 

15 Paul Grubbs 

16 Gabbie Bleick 

 Cassondra Goeglein 

 Cynthia Kewatt 

 Ron Pizel 

17 Bev Affolter 

 Warren Kassuelke 

18 Ella Biebert 

 Samuel Boeder 

 Paul Fritze 

 Dennis Leppla 

19 Isaiah Hermanson 

 Richard Hoffmann 

 John Ulicky 

20 Amy Bauer 

 Deb Schiller 

 

 

21 Reva Ecker 

 Eileen Schmidt 

 Daniel Wenninger 

 Lois Willems 

22 Dylan Fischer 

23 Grace Biesterfeld 

 Sheryl Carroll 

 Jason Jewison 

24 Joyce Diels 

 Amanda Frank 

 Arnold Koelpin 

26 Katie Hermanson 

27 Steve Balza 

 Debra Beatty 

 Galen Dallmann 

 Mark Kowalke 

28 Scott Deters 

 Phyllis Rolloff 

29 Emily Grob 

 Elizabeth Stoering 

30 Jonathan Hartwig 

 Yvonne Havemeier 

 Steve Thill 

 Sarah Zahrt 

31 Cora Baggenstoss 

 Zachary Bases 

 Mark Berdan 

 Cindy Dretske 

 Kathleen Pettersen 

 Eleanor Runke 
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 May Offering Envelope 
 

The Wisconsin Lutheran Child & Family Service 
(WLCFS) is a not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) organization, 
affiliated with, but not financially supported by, the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  
 
They offer the following services and programs: 
Christian Family Counseling, The Gardens of Hartford Assisted 
Living, In-Home Care Programs, Member Assistance Program 
and the Wisconsin Lutheran Living Center.  

Lutheran Women’s  
Missionary Society 

 

“La iglesia luterana Pan de Vida/ Bread of Life Lutheran 
Church is a mission congregation in Santa Ana, 
California. We began as a Spanish-speaking mission in 
2003. In 2006, WELS Church Extension Fund 
purchased property and a building for our use. We 
added English to our ministry program about a year 
after constructing a permanent facility in June 2007. Our 
main outreach strategies are English as a Second 
Language classes for the Spanish-speakers and a 
preschool for English-speakers. 
 
“As I write, our official communicant membership is 
only in the upper 50’s, but we have a good number of 
consistent visitors as well. Although our monetary 
offerings fall short below expectations, God is richly 
blessing this corner of his kingdom. God’s people are 
being served. And they are serving-- many who have 
very little find ways to demonstrate their thankfulness 
for what their Savior has done for them. 
 
“Due to the evangelistic attitude of our members, we 
have contact with and involvement in the lives of a 
much larger number of people than are at worship. 
Many watch our internet streamed services and materials 
are sent to extended family in many locations. 
 
“If you would like to see pictures of our congregation 
and even Spanish and English services from Pan de Vida, 
check out our Web site at pandevidabreadoflife.com. 
Keep on praying for us and for God’s kingdom to be 
extended among us. Thank you for all you do for us.”  
 
Pastor Michael L Foley,  
Santa Ana, CA 
 

Continue to pray for Bread of Life congregation as they 
continue to share Christ in their neighborhood, and pray 
as well for all congregations of the WELS. 
 
Our MN Valley Circuit Spring Rally was held in Gibbon 
on April 9. It was a wonderful meeting full of 
information about our mission work in Pakistan . Islam 
is growing fast. Soon Europe will be dominated by 
Islam. They grow themselves because of polygamy and 
having many children. They are out to convert the 
world. Pray for our workers in Pakistan. We were also 
told how we should be reaching the Muslims in the 
USA. 
 
The mission projects supported this past year (Hmong 
Evangelist Training and Russia Projects) each received 
$2,211.79.  
 
The offering of the day was $2279.00. The more that 
145 in attendance had opportunity to vote for projects 
and officers. The projects chosen for our circuit to 
support this next year are: Home Missions- Outreach to 
Muslims. The World Mission Project selected was Nepal 
Projects. The officers are President- Carrie Schaefer, St. 
John, New Ulm; Vice President- Ramona Czer, St. Paul, 
New Ulm;  Secretary- Clarice Fastenau, St. Paul, St. 
James; Treasurer- Bambi Tuttle, St. John, Renville; 
Spiritual Growth Women- Doris Rosener, Shepherd of 
the Lakes, Fairmont and Ann Rautenberg, St. John, 
Redwood Falls; Pastoral Advisor- Pastor Matthew 
Grunewald, St. John, St. Clair; Spiritual Growth Pastor- 
Pastor Michael Killinger, Immanuel, Gibbon.  
 
Mark your calendars now for the fall rally on October 8, 
2016, at St. Paul‘s in New Ulm. 
 
Marley Kuckhahn 
LWMS Reporter 

Music for Missions Concert VII 
 

All are invited to attend a concert to be held at the 
Martin Luther College Auditorium on Wednesday, June 
8, at 7 pm.  
 
Local Christian musicians will be featured, along with 
Ms. Coral Cady, a former St. Paul’s, New Ulm teacher, 
now working with Kingdom Workers in Asian 
missions.  Ben and Joe Lundsten will share details from 
their Southeast Asian mission trip.  Refreshments will 
follow “under the stars.” This event is sponsored by 
your Minnesota Valley Regional Mission Team of 
Kingdom Workers. 

   May 2016 Newsletter    3 

 

 

Church Service on T.V.  
Mondays: 6 pm 
Tuesdays: 1 pm 

Thursdays: 10 am 
on 

Comcast Channel 14 
NU Telecom Channel 3 

Your Synod at Work 
 

More on the 2015 WELS Annual Report 
 

This month we will continue our review of the 2015 
WELS Annual Report by looking at the section 
entitled “Called to Proclaim.”  This section discusses 
our Home and World Missions. 
 

We established seven new missions in 2015 along with 
two enhancement ministries.  New Missions were 
established in Las Vegas (an African immigrant 
mission), Colorado Springs, Blair in Nebraska, Fenton 
in Michigan, Liberty Hill in Texas, Tyler also in Texas, 
and Peoria in Arizona.  The two enhancement 
ministries were at Divine Word in Plover, Wisconsin, 
and Risen Savior in Milwaukee. 
 

Water of Life in Las Vegas is highlighted in the report.  
Water of Life has conducted a series of aggressive 
outreach ministries to the Korean community of Las 
Vegas.  The outreach ministry is largely education 
oriented and has been blessed with an active group of 
lay leaders.  They have established a Saturday cultural 
school, which uses all available building space and has 
an enrollment of around 90 students.  The 
congregation also offers summer school and school 
tutoring (which takes place throughout the school 
year).  Water of Life teaches two English-as-a-second-
language classes each week.  Weekly youth and adult 
services are also held.  More than 100 people attend a 
fellowship meal that follows the adult service every 
Sunday. 
 

WELS World Missions has a presence in 23 countries 
and serves almost 75,000 baptized members in 
Lutheran churches.  It serves 60,000 more folks 
through correspondence and workshops and is 
training more than 170 men to become pastors in their 
own countries.  In addition, World Missions is 
exploring outreach possibilities in five additional 
countries.  World Mission maintains a website, 
wels.net/missions, to tell WELS members about the 
work that is being done. 
 

WELS World Mission work in Nepal is highlighted in 
the report.  Work in Nepal includes the Scripture 
learning Program, theological workshops, 
humanitarian work, and publications translated with 
the help of Multi-Language Publications.  In the spring 
of 2015 two earthquakes killed thousands in Nepal, 
including 39 members of a WELS sister church.  
WELS Christian Aid and Relief donated funds so that 
the mission contact in Nepal could distribute physical 
and spiritual aid to nine rural villages.  In addition, 
Christian Aid and Relief and the church in Nepal are 
working together to sponsor a grief workshop for 200 
earthquake survivors in early 2016. 
 

Gerald Woodley 

From Your Staff  Minister 
 
St. John's is tentatively scheduling Vacation Bible 
School during the week of July 17 through July 23  It 
will be held on three week days during that week.  As in 
the past we will be looking for volunteers to assist with 
the various activities during Vacation Bible School. 
 
"Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; 
trust also in me.  In my Father's house are many rooms; 
if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going 
there to prepare a place for you." (John 14:1-2) 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran School  
BoCD Work (SP Board of Child Discipleship) 
Playground Equipment 
The board reviewed a proposed playground map 
developed by an Ad Hoc Playground Committee and 
recommended passing it unto the St. Paul’s Board of 
Properties for their review. 
 
2016-17 School Budget 
Although the SP Budget is not yet complete, the SP 
Council is suggesting only the top priority from the 
BOCD Recommendations: To fund a Kindergarten 
Paraprofessional through the budget. The congregation 
will make the final vote on their church’s budget in June. 
 
2016-17 Pre-K Tuition Proposal 
The board passed a Recommendation for 2016-17 tuition 
rates for the pre-kindergarten: 
Two day -  $94 per month (no change) 
Three day -  $141 per month (up $4 per month) 
 
Building Project 
There was no further report since the April report – the 
committee is waiting for firm bids in connection with 
Handicapped accessible bathrooms. The committee is still 
waiting to hear from Attorney Bob Hinnenthal 
concerning the agreement on building and maintaining a 
road from Garden Street to access both Jefferson School 
and St. Paul’s Parking Lot. Plans are to complete work 
this summer. 
 
2015-16 Calendar 
The adopted calendar was revised and approved to begin 
the 2016-17 school year on August 30th. The final calendar 
was revised with attempts to match as many days as 
possible to the District 88 calendar to take advantage of 
busing and Special Services of which several students are 
able to use at public. ISD #88 is planning a September 12 
start to allow the completion of construction and 
refurbishing planned for this summer in their buildings.  
 
New Call 
Mr. Plocher received a Call to Riverside School in 
Appleton, WI to be Principal and teach science and math 
in grades 7-8. Please keep Mr. Plocher and his family in 
your prayers as he deliberates between his present call at 
St. Paul’s and the one he received from the Riverside 
School and congregation. 
 
MNSAA 
Although our existing Accreditation will not expire until 
2018, it is time to start planning in connection with the 
process that will take over a year to complete. Having 
gone through it and keeping up on the timelines for  
 

improvements suggested last time will hopefully be 
helpful in completing the process in a timely fashion this 
time around. 
 
Quarterly Report – a review of the last three months 
Jan. – Jon Bleick started serving our congregation in a 
newly designed position as part of a pilot program 
dividing responsibilities of the Board of Child 
Discipleship’s Voting Member from St. John’s and the 
Board of Education Chairman who serves with others at 
St. John’s in the administration of St. John’s Educational 
programs including Sunday school, Bible Classes, Youth 
Group, VBS and the exploration of other ways to bring 
God’s word to our members. Jon will serve throughout 
the three-year pilot program representing St. John’s on the 
SP BOCD. 
Feb. –LSW –Lutheran Schools Week took place during 
the second week of February which included many events 
to emphasize the many blessings we have at St. Paul's 
School.- MLC BB Tournament – Boys and Girls 8th 
grade teams participated in the annual tournament in 
February. The girls won 3rd Place and the boys took 2nd 
Place. 
March – Concerts - The Raider Band, Jr. Band and Jazz 
Bands; and Grades 3-4 with the mini musical: "Gone 
Buggy" were performed in early March on two different 
nights this year and both were well attended, yet this year 
everyone could sit down. School Musical -– 6th through 
8th grade students performed “A Twist of the Tongue”  in 
March on consecutive evenings. An Italian Bistro meal 
was offered before the Saturday evening performance. 
The musical was directed by Cindy Ring, Carol 
Schoenherr, Laura Balza, and Sue Schone and was well 
attended. All aspects of the musical were done well. Praise 
the Lord! 
 
Calendar 
 May 4-5 PreK Spring Programs: Various times 
 May 6 Kindergarten Spring Show: 7pm 
 May 10 Grades 1-2 Musical: 7 pm 
 May 13 Redwood Falls Track Meet 
 May 17 Spring Band Concert: 7 pm 
 May 18 Closing Service at St. Paul’s Church: 6:30 pm 
 May 19 Last Day of School: Dismiss at 2 pm 
 May 20 Faculty In-Service 
 Aug 4 Registration Day with school pictures 
   
School’s website: www.splnewulm.org/school 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
James L. Dretske,  
Administrative Teacher: jdretske@splnewulm.org 
 

Central Africa  
Medical Mission 

 
Lutheran Mobile Clinic 

April 2016 
 
He is Risen, He is Risen, Indeed!  
Happy Easter from Malawi! 
 
Easter in Malawi starts with a mass 
exodus of the expatriate workers of 
Lilongwe.  It is a government 
holiday so we get off Good Friday 
to Easer Monday (yes, Easter 
Monday is a government holiday).  
Almost everyone travels—me 
included.  This year I did not attend 
a sunrise service but I was able to 
watch the sunrise from my bed at 
the house where I was staying with 
friends.  It was the perfect time to 
meditate on the amazing gift we 
have been given through Jesus’ 
Resurrection!  The quiet, cool 
morning, silence with the sun rising 
wasn’t quite the same as sitting in 
the pew at church with my family 
but it was as equally joyous! 
 
Clinic has been quite busy as malaria 
season is in full swing!  There are 
national shortages of Malaria Rapid 

Diagnostic Tests and LA (the  
medication used to treat Malaria).  
This makes not only finding 
supplies difficult but also more 
expensive, as the government is 
unable to supply them to us as they 
have this past year!  Our amazing 
staff has been demonstrating 
excellent teamwork to handle such 
large numbers of patients and long 
days.  Clinic attendance was 6545 
for March.  We are thankful for all 
their hard work.  Without them we 
wouldn’t be able to carry out our 
mission! 
 
I wish I could report that rains are 
making up for last year, but they 
aren’t.  As I was traveling north for 
the Easter holiday, I was able to see 
a lot of maize.  Unfortunately it isn’t 
the tall, tasseled, green stalks we 
were hoping for.  The maize is 
short, yellow/brown, and the cobs 
are small.   The harvest will not 
make up for the shortcomings last 
year let alone be sufficient for this 
year.  Thankfully the maize from 
our permaculture program is 
growing green and tall!  And those 
participating in our permaculture 
program will hopefully be better off 
than others this harvest. 

It is hungry season and there isn’t  
much maize or soya on the market 
and what is left is expensive.  
Because of that, some people are 
eating madeya, which is the chaff of 
the maize seed that is usually fed to 
pigs.  This makes for a busy 
Nutrition Program.  We currently 
have 69 people enrolled, which is a 
record since my arrival in January 
2015.  Jean, our nutritionist, is busy 
enrolling and educating patients on 
a healthy diet and how to improve 
their nutritional status. 
 
The next couple of months will be 
busy with Malaria and our Nutrition 
program.  Malawians will busy with 
the harvest.  But we all will continue 
to rejoice in the light of our Risen 
Savior! 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Amanda Oswalt 
 
“He lives, all glory to his name!  He 
lives, my Jesus, still the same.  Oh, 
the sweet joy this sentence gives:  ‘I 
know that my Redeemer lives!’” 
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MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary 
 

New Ulm North/South Conference met on Monday 
April 18th at Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 
in Fairmont. Attendance was 30 (6 from St. John's) and 
the offering totaled $308.00.  
 
Following an opening devotion by Pastor Hagen, the 
business meeting was conducted which included the 
election of Elaine Otterstatter as 1st Year 
Representative, an MLC report from Prof. Pekrul, and 
a presentation about Urban Educational MInistry by 
MLC student Rachel Nitz.  
 
The following projects are still in need of funding:   
1) Wi-Fi Enabled Microscope Cameras ($1,550);  
2) Field Trip for Urban Ministry Program ($1,000);  
3) Spanish Immersion Grants ($2,000);  
4) Lampshades for Library Lounge Areas ($300);  
 

5) Handbell Table Covers ($2,438);  
6) Digital Learning Equipment for Early Childhood 
 Learning Center ($1,230);  
7) Kinesthetic Classroom ($3,895);  
8) Cross Trainer for Fitness Center ($3,400);  
9) Campus seating ($550) 
 
Monetary support can be given/sent to MLC.  Checks 
should be written to MLC with "Ladies' Auxiliary" 
written on the memo line.  
 
The fall national meeting of the MLC Ladies Auxiliary 
will take place on the MLC campus Saturday October 
15th.  The 2017 spring conference meeting will be 
hosted by St. John's New Ulm with the date still to be 
determined.   
 
Jeneane Thiesfeldt   
359-7018 or thiesfjm@gmail.com  
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Library News 
 

A new addition to the adult DVD section is called 
“Almost Home.” It would also be suitable for family 
viewing. It is the fictional story of an 11-year-old girl 
and her grandfather who become lost. The 
grandfather has dementia and is a resident of a nearby 
nursing home. It is described as a story of love and 
faith but doesn’t tell the viewer that our faith needs to 
be in Jesus, our Savior, to get to our heavenly home.  
 
Karen Kingsbury, a Christian author, has written the 
fictional story of two firemen who were involved in 
the destruction of the World Trade Center on 
September 11th. It is called “One Tuesday Morning.” 
Only one of them will leave the Twin Towers alive. It 
will be placed in the adult fiction section.  
 
The April edition of “Forward in Christ” showed the 
4books of the Button’s Collection. We have them in 
our library. We also have 2 of the God’s People Series 
which were printed on the back cover of the 
Meditations Devotions which we are currently using. 
They are “Paul, An Ambassador of Peace” and 
“Ruth.” We also have in our library the book “A 
Portrait of Paul” by David Valleskey and the book “A 
Portrait of Peter” by Armin Panning.  
 
Please check your home library for any books that are 
overdue from the St. John’s Church Library.  
 
Eleanor Runke 
Church Librarian 

 

May Sermon Texts 
 

May 1 John 14:8-14 Ascension Comfort for  
  Flagging Philip … and Us 
 
May 5 Colossians 3:1-4 Seek Those Things  
  Which Are Above 
 
May 8 John 17:20-26 Jesus the High Priest  
  Prays for Christian Unity 
 
May 15 John 15:26-27 Jesus Sends the Comforter,  
  The Holy Spirit 
 
May 22 John 16:5-15 Listen: The Triune God has 
  Something to Say to You 
 
May 29 Luke 7:1-10 Worldly Advice from Jesus’ 
  Worldly Half-Brothers 

 

OWLS 
 

The OWLS will meet on Monday, May 9, at St. John's, 
New Ulm. Fellowship will begin at 11:30 am followed by 
a Potluck Dinner at 12 noon. Pastor Michael Dietz from 
Mankato will conduct the Devotion at 12:45. At 1 pm, 
Pastor Dietz will present the 2016 WELS Annual Report. 
Some of us may recognize his local roots as well as his 
years as a pastor in Olivia but now his work brings him 
awareness and concern for of the whole range of synod 
activity from the grassroots to the farthest reaches of the 
Synod’s impact. Worldwide in our reach, diverse in our 
activities, we remain “One in Christ.”  
 
As OWLS we are keenly aware of our specially adopted 
mission, the European Civilian Chaplaincy that has 
brought God’s Word to so many displaced Lutherans and 
others even while stimulating many families who 
benefitted from our service to become themselves active 
carriers of the Lord’s mission, eager to participate in his 
ministry. We are close to 40% of the special goal that we 
ourselves have set for our support of the civilian 
chaplaincy this year. Whenever we hear reports of this 
mission’s work, we are moved to make it our privilege to 
set a $50,000 goal as a privilege we want to fulfill. We will 
still need special effort to reach our goal before its term 
ends this fall. Contributions are invited at the OWLS 
meeting. 
 
Dar Raddatz 

  
  
  

 New Members: 
 Gary and Alanna Lienig  
  with Brianna and Blake 
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Council Digest - April 2016 
 

• Membership Changes 
 Transfers Out 
  Ashley Brehmer to Immanuel, Hutchinson, MN 
  Mario and Emma Hernandez; (Justin, Thomas,  
   Elena) to Bethany, Saginaw, MI 
  Theadora Sanford to Faith, Excelsior, MN 
 Transfers In 
  Gary and Alanna Lienig; (Brianna, Blake) from  
   St. John’s, Redwood Falls, MN 
 Adult Confirmation 
  Erin Rubie (Tyler) 
 Youth Confirmation 
  Michael Bovee Megan Jewison 
  Carter Brandes Isaak Pehling 
  Kincaid Diersen Molly Scheid 
  Lee Fischer Mara Weisensel 
  Logan Fischer Noah Wellner 
  Cole Gostonczik 
 Release 
  Jeremy Uecker 
 
• Vice President Gerald Woodley was ratified as the 
 congregation’s lay delegate to the Minnesota District 
 Convention at Martin Luther College in June. 
 
• A proposal to offset the cost of tuition at St. Paul’s 
 Lutheran School for children of St. John’s families 
 was endorsed for presentation at the congregational 
 voters’ meeting on April 26. 
 

• An additional microphone and stand for use by the 
 children when they sing in front of the church will be 
 purchased with proceeds from the Audio-Visual 
 Fund at a cost of about $900. 
 
• The Board of Youth and Education is investigating 
 participation in the MLC Congregational Partner 
 Grant Program.  The college provides matching 
 funds for grants offered by the congregation to its 
 sons and daughters attending Martin Luther College. 
 
• The Evangelism Board is filling a vacancy in the near 
 future. A list of nominees will be considered at the 
 next council meeting. The board is completing work 
 on a new website for the congregation. Note the 
 change in the web address from .org to .com 
 (www.stjohnsnewulm.com) The board also reported 
 on participation in the recent community Home 
 Show. 
 
• The Trustees have been working at finishing the 
 parking lot.  An additional light will be installed in the 
 near future. 
 
• The Elders have been asked to review the fellowship 
 policy passed by the Minnesota Valley Lutheran High 
 School Board of Delegates last fall and to develop a 
 plan to create a greater awareness of the policy 
 among the members of St. John’s. 
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Archives 
 

Miscellany 
 

More items from service bulletins, newsletters, and 
council and congregational minutes from 60, 50, 25, 10, 
and 1 years ago. 
 
1956, Pastor was Rollin Reim.  March 11: “The 
Committee for Relief of War-Sufferers is reorganizing a 
clothing package program, will set up a clothing depot 
at Munich to care for the exodus of refugees our 
pastors in Western Germany expect will take place 
from the Eastern Zone this spring.  Save your 
clothing.” 
 
1966, Pastor was Frederick Nitz.  During the 
construction of the church superstructure, services and 
Sunday school were held at DMLC.  The last service in 
the basement church was on April 17. 
 
1991, Pastors were Norval Kock and David 
Kolander (as of Aug); David Zabel was Director of 
Christian Education.  A September bulletin noted a 
member’s offer to purchase a computer for the church.  
November marked the “first public production” of the 
service folder by way of the new computer and printer. 
 

2006, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne 
Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James 
Dretske.  The January Fortress included a summary of 
financing the additions to the church.  The construction 
loan with Frandsen Bank had been paid in full in 
December 2005.   A 15-year fixed-rate mortgage for 
$999,000 was secured with Thrivent at a favorable rate 
of 5.75% requiring monthly payments of $8,296.  It was 
also noted that there was $120,000 in the Building fund 
available for other projects. 
 
2015, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne 
Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James 
Dretske.  The 25th anniversaries in the ministry of 
Pastor Bovee and Administrative Teacher Jim Dretske 
were recognized in the 9:30 service and by a reception 
following on May 31.  The current format for service 
folders and the Fortress also began in May. 
 
To be continued. 
 
Bob Krueger 
kruegerh@mlc-wels.edu 
 

Women of  St. John’s 
 
The April meeting of the Women of St. John’s was held  
on Tuesday, April 5th at 7 pm. Due to the pastors 
attending pastors’ conference, Jeneane Thiesfeldt read a 
devotion called “More Alive through Christ” from a 
book of Martin Luther devotions. It was followed by 
the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Due to the absence of the president, the meeting was 
called to order by the Vice President, Jeneane 
Thiesfeldt. The Secretary minutes were read and 
approved. The Treasurer reported the collection from 
the March meeting was $83. A donation of $125 was 
sent to Central Africa Medical Mission (CAMM) which 
was our first quarter project. The Treasurer reported a 
balance of $310.74 in our treasury. Members were 
reminded of the MN Valley Circuit Spring Rally of 
LWMS. Members were informed that the MLC Ladies’ 
Auxiliary will meet on Monday, April 18th at 6:30 pm at 
the Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church in 
Fairmont, MN. We will leave St. John’s at 5:30 pm. The 
Lutheran Home of Belle Plaine is asking for volunteers 
to assist the residents during various activities. A 

question was raised about ordering supplies for serving 
funerals and other activities. Sharon Fitterer was going 
to check if more supplies are needed. An order has 
been placed for a new supply of greeting cards. Since 
there was no further business the meeting was 
adjourned.  
 
A birthday hymn was sung for the April birthday of 
Jeneane. It was followed by the singing of the table 
prayer.  
 
The program consisted of making favors for the 
attendees of the Reflections Service and cross 
bookmarks for the shut-ins. Karen Grunwald and Mary 
Hussman were in charge of the program.  
 
Eleanor Runke 
Secretary 

22 Holy Trinity 
WORSHIP  

8 & 9:30 AM 
 

Summer  
Schedule  
Begins 

29 Pentecost 2 
WORSHIP  

8 & 9:30 AM 
 
 
2 pm MVL  Graduation 

30 
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20 
 

21 
 
 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP 7 PM 

15 Pentecost 
WORSHIP  

8, 9:30 & 11 AM 

W/ COMMUNION 
 

16 
 
 
 
4 pm Ridgeway on 
 23rd Service 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
7 pm Council 
 Meeting 
7 pm St. Paul’s 
 School Band  
 Concert 

18 
 
 
 
6:30 pm St. Paul’s 
 School Closing  
 Service at  
 St. Paul’s Church 

19 
 

8 Easter 7  
WORSHIP  

8, 9:30 & 11 AM 
9:30 am Last Bible 
 Class and Sunday 
 School 
10:45 am Last Bible 
 Class 

13 
6:30 am Men’s 
 Breakfast Bible  
 Study, HyVee 
9:30 am Women’s 
 Bible Class 
4 & 7:30 pm MLC 
 Commencement Concert 

14 
10 am MLC Com-
mencement Service 
11-2 pm Basement 
 Reserved 
2:30 pm MLC Call 
 Service 
5 & 8 pm MVL 
 Prism Concert 
WORSHIP 7 PM 

W/ COMMUNION 

9 
 
12 pm OWLS  
  
 
6:30 pm Elders 
7 pm Trustees 

10 
 
4 pm Oak Hills  
 Living Center  
 Service 
6 pmSunday School 
 Teachers’ Meeting 
7 pm Evangelism 

11 
 

 

 

 
 
7 pm Sr. Choir 

12 
10:30 am Adult 
 Bible Class 
 
 
 
7 pm Adult 
 Bible Class 

FRIDAY SATURDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY SUNDAY MONDAY THURSDAY 

Correspondence 
Pastor Jeffrey Bovee revbovee@gmail.com 
Pastor Wayne Laitinen wayne.laitinen@gmail.com 
Kelly Emde krmede@comcast.net 
Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 
Wendy Lambrecht wlambrecht@newulmtel.net 
Jim Dretske jdretske@splnewulm.org 

Looking Ahead 
 

 Jul 2 Rubie/Hansen Wedding 
 Jul 8 Koelpin/Horn Wedding 
 Jul 9 Service in the Park: German Park: 6:30 pm 
 Aug 20/21 Fall Schedule Begins: Add 11 am service 

3 
  
11 am Elta Buboltz  
 Funeral 
 
 
7 pmWomen of St. 
 John’s Meeting 

4 
 
1 pm Sewing for 
 Christian Aid  
 & Relief 
 
7 pm Senior Choir 

5 
 

ASCENSION  

SERVICES 

4 & 6 PM 
Fellowship Supper  

4:45 - 6 pm 
 

6 
6:30 am Men’s 
 Breakfast Bible  
 Study, HyVee 
9:30 am Women’s 
 Bible Class 
 
7 pm MVL Spring Play 

1 MF: Sts. Philip & 

 James, Apostles 
WORSHIP  

8, 9:30 & 11 AM 

W/ COMMUNION 
9:30 am Bible Class 
 and Sunday School 
10:45 am Bible Class 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
2 & 7 pm MVL Spring 
 Play 

 
 
 

WORSHIP 7 PM 

27 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP 7 PM 

26 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T.V. Service:  
Mondays: 6 pm 
Tuesdays: 1 pm 
Thursdays: 10 am 

on 
Comcast Channel 14 

NU Telecom Channel 3 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Stewardship 

25 
 
 
 


