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So, What Happens Next?  
 

Acts 2:46-47  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.   
 
Jesus Christ had died at the hands of his enemies, both fellow Jews and Gentile Romans, just as he had predicted. 
He was buried and had remained in the grave three days, just as he had foretold. On the third day he rose 
triumphantly from death, leaving behind the tomb, empty, except for the angelic messengers who waited there for 
his anxious disciples, to tell them the joyful and astonishing news that Jesus Christ had risen indeed, just as he had 
promised. 
 
Then, Jesus began to make his appearances; first to Mary Magdalene, then to some of the other disciples and 
apostles. Over a period of forty days he appeared, disappeared, and then reappeared. He proved he was alive.  
 
Afterwards, he ascended into heaven. But before doing so he reaffirmed his promise to his followers that the 
Comforter, the Holy Spirit, would come upon them. They were to stay in Jerusalem until it would happen. 
On Pentecost, exactly fifty days after his resurrection from death, it happened. The Holy Spirit came down with the 
sound of a mighty wind and the appearance of fire, manifesting his presence. The Christians gathered there began 
to proclaim the Word of God, even in languages they had never before studied or known. 
 
Yes, it all happened, just as Jesus said it would: His death, his resurrection, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. God 
fulfilled his Word. Jesus paid the debt for the sins of every sinner and reconciled sinful man with his holy LORD 
and Creator. What was left?  
 
The Bible reminds us what was next, doesn’t it? Jesus had given the Great Commission for Christians to make 
disciples of all nations by baptizing and teaching. Jesus said to love one another, even as he loved us. He told them 
that if they loved him they would do what he commanded. He said they were to believe in God and put their faith 
in him because he was going to prepare a place for them in heaven, and promised that all who put their trust in him 
would live there forever. 
The early disciples acknowledged what Jesus was directing them to do.  
 
The Bible says: Acts 2:46-47  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 
Perhaps, when we find ourselves in the non-festival part of the Church Year – when Advent, Christmas, Lent, 
Easter, the Ascension, Pentecost, and Holy Trinity Sunday are behind us, we may ask ourselves: So what happens 
next? It seems all of the exciting stuff is behind us. 
 
Let us take our cue from the early disciples of Jesus. They were not idle. Their response to the fulfillment of God’s 
promises was that they immediately began to worship God, meeting in the temple courts. They found joy in Christ’s 
redemption, joy that made them tell others about the salvation which Jesus offered and accomplished for all people, 
everywhere. 
 
Yes, dear Christian friends, it is summer. It is the non-festival part of the Church Year. But that doesn’t mean we sit 
idle. Jesus Christ is risen! We have every reason to continue to worship God, read and study his Word, and to share 
it with others. Let us partake of the Lord’s Supper and receive in it the forgiveness of sins through his true body and 
blood. 



 
St. John’s continues to offer such opportunities throughout the summer with worship services every weekend on 
Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings. We also offer Bible class at 11:00 am on Sunday mornings, and will be 
studying the book of Hebrews, beginning June3. In July we will be offering Vacation Bible School for children at St. 
John’s, and our sister congregation across town, St. Paul’s will also be offering Family Nights on Wednesdays in July 
and August, for adults and children. Please make use of these opportunities to grow in your faith, to encourage 
others to do so, and to reach out to others with God’s Word. 
 
May we find in Jesus’ promises joy and zeal. His redemption assures of our salvation. His love compels us to love 
him and one another. His grace motivates us to react in the same way those early disciples did following the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, who is still with us today: Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,  praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved.   
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee 
 

 

 

Women of  St. John’s 
 

The women of St. John’s were finally able to meet in May after a break of several months due to snow.  Pastor 
Bovee’s devotion was based on scripture found in John 14:1-7.  Jesus’ words here are significant as they express the 
goal he came to accomplish.  He came as man incarnate, lived a perfect life, died, rose, and appeared to his 
followers many times in the forty days following his resurrection.  His disciples were with him when he ascended 
into heaven.  He had told them where he was going, and they knew he would return one day.  He had 
accomplished his goal; they would have eternal life in heaven to look forward to because of him.  He is the way and 
the truth and the life.  The devotion ended with the singing of hymn 173 “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build”. 
 
Our presenter for the evening was Christina Wolfgramm who is a freshman at Martin Luther College.  Her father 
was called to be a missionary to Russia after graduation from the Seminary in 1997.  Christina was born and raised 
there.  She spoke about her life in Russia and her experience of attending the local public schools.  She revealed 
some surprises she encountered this year when adjusting to life here in the states.  All the women present were also 
treated to a teardrop style Russian art lesson in which they created a picture to take home and recipes for some of 
Christina’s favorite Russian foods. 
 
Next Gathering: All women are invited to attend our next Women of St. John's gathering on Tuesday, June 5 at 
6:00 pm  We will enjoy a light lunch, and Donna Dose will share information about spinning and working with 
fibers.  This will be our last gathering before we break for the summer.  We hope you are able to join us for a fun-
filled evening of fellowship! 
 
Christine Baganz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From Your Staff  Minister 
 

 
The parsonage at 601 South Washington needs attention to the exterior before the Guenther’s arrival in July.   
Some of the projects will be planting flowers, yard work and painting shutters and basement windows.  Look for 
notifications in the bulletin. 
 
“For we do not preach ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.  For God, who said ‘Let light shine out of 
darkness, made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of glory of God in the face of 
Christ.”  (2 Cor. 4:5-6) 
 
Kelly Emde 
 

 

 

Our Synod at Work 
 

Congregational Services 

 

Last month in our continued review of the 2018 WELS Annual Report to Members we looked at some of the 

highlights in the section “Called to Serve.”  This month we will continue to look at that section in the Annual 

Report, which has a section called “Congregational Services.” 

 

Congregational Services reports on “Telling the Next Generation:  Utilizing Our Schools for Outreach.” 

It points out that WELS maintains one of the largest private school systems in the United States and that the 

greatest growth in that school system over the past 20 years has been in early childhood ministries.  Many 

congregations have started early childhood ministries to reach into their communities to share the gospel with 

nonmember families and create a gateway for new members to join the church. 
 

Unfortunately, research has shown that while these ministries are doing a wonderful job sharing God’s Word with 

their young students, most are not reaching their students’ families.  To help congregations create a “harvest 

strategy” that might better share God’s Word with these families, the Commissions on Evangelism and Lutheran 

Schools created “Telling the Next Generation:  Utilizing Our Schools for Outreach.” 

 

Telling the Next Generation is a daylong workshop that helps congregation and school leaders focus on their joint 

mission, build relationships within the church and with school families, and develop an organized program to 

connect school families with the Word.  From April 2016 through September 2017, 17 workshops were held in 11 

of the 12 WELS’ districts.  Almost 800 people from 109 congregations participated. 

 

One of the participants stated that the workshop “had an incredible impact on the early childhood ministry.  We 

walked away with a detailed ministry plan and a refreshed focus to boldly proclaim the good news of Jesus to 

children and their families.”  Within two weeks of the workshop, Apostles of Billings, Montana, was blessed with 

two preschool families in the congregations’ Bible Basics class. 

 

More information on Telling the Next Generation can be found on the WELS website. 

 

Gerald Woodley 
 

 



 

MLC Ladies Auxiliary 
 

All of the projects selected by the attendees at the last Annual Auxiliary meeting have been funded with the 
exception of:  1)  Rowing machine for the Fitness Center - $1,300;  2) Dinnerware for events held in the Chapel of 
the Christ Fellowship Room - $1,650.  Occasional special events with a dinner require 50 or more place settings.  
Currently, dishes are rented from a business in Mankato. 
 
Please continue to make donations to the MLC Food Bank during the summer.  A collection box is located in the 
narthex.  Donations can also be taken to the receptionist on the campus.  Non-perishable items and gift cards for 
local businesses are always needed.   
 
Jeneane Thiesfeldt   
thiesfjm@gmail.com or 506-359-7018 
 

 

 

Council Digest 
 
Members of the St. John’s Church Council participated in a joint meeting with council members from St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church on Monday, May 14.  The two sister congregations have a history of periodically conducting joint 
council meetings for the purposes of communication, cooperation, and mutual encouragement as we share the 
gospel with the New Ulm community.  With responsibility for hosting the meeting alternating between the two 
congregations, St. Paul’s served as the site for this session.  A summary of activity from the meeting follows. 
 
The meeting was led by Pastor Don Sutton and congregational chairman Greg Peterson of St. Paul’s.  Pastor 

Sutton provided a ministry update from St. Paul’s.  The St. John’s ministry update was provided by Pastor 
Bovee. 

Principal Greg Thiesfeldt provided an update on St. Paul’s Lutheran School with details of the Time to Build capital 
campaign and phase 2 of the school improvement project.  Phase 1 was completed during the summer of 2016 
and included restroom handicap accessibility upgrades and a new exit road from the main parking lot.  Phase 2 
is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2019.  This $5 million project includes the construction of an early 
childhood wing; a new two-story entrance and administrative office area; an  elevator; additional handicap 
accessible bathrooms; and a STEM lab above the office area.   The current goal of the campaign is to reduce or 
eliminate the borrowing of funds for the project.  St. John’s members are encouraged to participate in this 
effort. 

Principal Thiesfeldt also shared details of a call he had received to teach grades 7-8 and serve as principal of St. 
Mark Lutheran School, Citrus Heights, California. 

Much of the meeting focused on present and future opportunities for joint ministry activities.  St. Paul’s will host 
the annual outdoor worship service at German Park on Saturday, June 16, at 6:30 p.m.  Other activities include 
joint youth and family programs, sharing of Bible class presentations, local outreach efforts, service to assisted 
living facilities in the community, and participation in local chapters of groups like the OWLS, Kingdom 
Workers, LWMS, and the MLC Ladies Auxiliary. 

St. John’s agreed to serve as hosts and prepare the agenda for the next joint meeting in May of 2019. 
 
 
The St. John’s Church Council held an abbreviated meeting immediately after the joint council meeting at St. 
Paul’s. A summary of reports and action from that meeting not reported elsewhere in the Fortress follows: 
 
Details for the arrival of Rev. Robert Guenther, new administrative associate pastor at St. John’s, were reviewed.  

The Guenthers plan to arrive near the end of June and will live in the recently-purchased parsonage at 601 S. 
Washington Street.  He will be installed on Sunday, July 8.  The 4:00 pm installation service will be followed by 
a congregational meal. A free will offering is planned for this month to defray expenses related to the 



Guenthers’ move and to purchase some needed major appliances for the parsonage. Total expenses are 
estimated at $12,000. An offering envelope for that purpose accompanies this edition of the Fortress. The 
donation can be placed in the offering baskets during a service or sent to the church office   at 627 S. 
Washington St. 

The anticipated arrival of our new pastor has provided many opportunities for service at St. John’s, some of which 
have been reported in this newsletter and others which have taken place quietly behind the scenes. In that 
context, the council would like to acknowledge the legal services donated by St. John’s members Jeremy Berg 
and Rebecca Koelpin of Berens, Rodenberg & O’Connor law firm in connection with the purchase of the 
parsonage at 601 S. Washington Street.  We thank God for all who have served their Lord in this manner and 
are reminded of the exhortation of the Apostle Paul to the Galatian Christians, “As we have opportunity, let us 
do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers (6:10).” 

Please continue to remember Administrative Teacher James Dretske and his wife Cindy in your prayers.  He 
continues to struggle with hip and pelvis fractures sustained during a fall last December. Healing has been 
prolonged due to reconstructive surgery done on the pelvis twelve years ago following a serious auto accident. 
 Although Mr. Dretske is improving in strength and was able to attend the meeting, his return to the classroom 
in September is uncertain. For the time being, he will avoid surgery. More will be known following a June 7 
doctor's appointment.  In the meantime, a long term disability claim is being filed on his behalf. 

Evangelism Board member Jesse Zahrt, attending on behalf of Chairman Bill Pekrul who was excused from the 
meeting, provided a detailed report.  A Fellowship Committee consisting of Sarah Zahrt, Laura Balza, Emily 
Stoering and Laura Price has been formed by the board.  Once-a-month “Fellowship Sundays” are being 
organized by the committee for 9:00-11:00 am in the basement Fellowship Hall for June 17, July 22, and 
August 5.  Coffee, donuts, and fruit will be served.  Participants are encouraged to use the portico 
entrance/exit to avoid disruption of the 9:30 am worship service.  A church picnic also is in the tentative 
planning stages for Sunday, August 26. 

The 25th anniversary in ministry of teacher Laura Balza will be recognized during the 9:30 am service on Sunday, 
May 27.  Professor John Brenner from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary will be our special speaker for the 
services that weekend.  A special program with refreshments will follow the service.   Mrs. Balza also will be 
recognized during and after  
the St. Paul’s School Graduation/Closing Service at 6:30 pm on May 29 along with teachers Cindy Ring, Sue 
Schone and Michael Plocher (all celebrating 25 years of service).  Make plans now to attend these events as we 
praise God for the ministries of these faithful servants. 

The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 19, at 7:00 pm. 
 

Steven R. Thiesfeldt,  
Congregational Chairman 
 

 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
 

BoCD Work (SP Board of Child Discipleship) 
 

Raise in Tuition and Fees Similar to last year, BOCD needed to make additional cuts and increase fees to help 
close the gap to maintain a balanced St. Paul’s Church budget. All of the priority items submitted from the board 
including funds for Technology, Fundamentals help, and Part-time 7-8 teacher to give release time to principal were 
eliminated from the budget. The BOCD is recommending an additional $25 of tuition to make the increase a total 
of $50 for the 2018-19 school year. In April, the St. John’s Voters voted to raise the tuition off-set from $500 to 
$550. The recommendations will go before the SP Church Council and then on to budget approval by the SP voters 
early in June. 
 

Building Project Income updates have been reported in bulletin. St. Paul’s has begun a second campaign to 
continue funding for the new building expansion planned for the school. The gifts actually exceeded the 
commitments made in the first campaign, yet more is needed to complete the project as planned. Preliminary 
movement of utilities will begin this summer in anticipation of the beginning of construction in spring 2019. 



Continue to keep this project in your prayers and if you are able, support the project with your gifts. St. Paul’s does 
track the gifts from St. John’s members and credits the congregation for amounts to go toward expenses in the 
project that are considered maintenance/replacement in nature. Consider writing “St. John’s” in the memo of any 
checks sent to St. Paul’s. 
 

New Call Mr. Greg Thiesfeldt has received a call to teach 7-8 and be Principal at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA. 
Please keep him and his wife, Lisa, in your prayers as he deliberates. He will most likely have made a decision by the 
time the Fortress is mailed out. Watch the bulletin for an update. 
 

25th Anniversaries In addition to Mrs. Laura Balza, three other teachers from St. Paul’s School completed their 25th 
year in the Teaching Ministry from St. Paul’s congregation. They were Mr. Mike Plocher, Mrs. Sue Schone, and Mrs. 
Cindy Ring, All four anniversaries were celebrated as part of the reception for the graduates following the Closing 
Service on May 30th. 
 

Registration Day 
Registration Day will take place on August 9th with two sessions. One will run from 10:00 -2:00 and the other from 
4:00 until 7:00pm. LifeTouch will take school ID pictures. A packet of information will arrive in early July with 
forms to fill out along with other information. If you are planning a vacation and will not be able to come on 
August 9th, please stop in the office before that day to register your child. The school year 2018-19 will begin for 
grades 1-8 on Tuesday, September 4th with an opening service at about 8:20 
 

Dretske Update 
Mr. Dretske has a follow-up appointment with Dr. Swanson, a Mankato surgeon, on June 7th to determine the 
progress of healing in his pelvis through further x-rays. If all is healed, he will go through physical therapy 
throughout the coming months. Please continue to keep Mr. & Mrs. Dretske in your prayers. 
 

Calendar 
 Aug 9 Registration and School Pictures 
 Sep 4 School Begins: Opening Service: 8:20 am 
 

Respectfully Submitted, James Dretske,  
SJ Administrative Teacher jdretske@splnewulm.org  
 

SPL Website: http://splnewulm.org/school/ 
 

 

 

New Look for  
Sunday Morning Bible Study 

 

Sunday morning Bible Study at St. John’s will have a new look!  Our pastors will be in the front leading them on a 
regular basis.  Beginning September 2018, Pastor Bovee and then Pastor Guenther will each conduct a five-week 
Bible Study.  This plan will start a pattern of St. John's pastors leading Bible Study for a combined ten weeks in the 
spring and fall.   
 
St. John’s members have asked to have their pastors lead Bible study, and St. John’s pastors want to study God’s 
Word with their congregation members on Sunday mornings.  In December 2017, St. John’s Board of Education & 
Youth Discipleship (BoE) surveyed Sunday morning Bible Study participants. Respondents included requests for 
St. John’s pastors to lead Bible Study.  The blessing is that pastors and participants feel a more profound affinity to 
one another as they explore, analyze, and discuss the real-life applications of Scripture. 
 
This plan was developed over the course of the past several months. The BoE piloted new Sunday Morning Bible 
Study ideas over the past nine months. Coincidentally, the Elders have also discussed the churches Sunday 
Morning Bible Study format during the same period.  These discussions led to a joint meeting between the Elders 
and the BoE chair, Heath Dobberpuhl, followed by committee work between Pastor Bovee, Elder’s member - Paul 
Koelpin, and BoE member - Jonathan Schaefer.  
 
The changing Sunday Morning Bible Study schedule will have an impact on the Sunday morning preaching 
schedule.  For five weeks in the fall and spring, one pastor will lead Sunday morning worship while the other leads 



Bible Study.  Then the two pastors will switch for the next five-week period.  Following this combined ten-week 
schedule both pastors will collaboratively preside and preach on Sunday mornings as members are currently 
accustomed. 
 
Example Fall Schedule 
Pastor Bovee: September 9-October 11 
Pastor Guenther: October 14-November 18 
Guest Bible Study Leader: December 2-9 

 
As the September start date for this plan approaches, further Bible Study information will be printed in the St 
John’s Sunday bulletins and a future edition of the Fortress.  
 
Jonathan Schaefer 
Board of Education and Youth Discipleship Member 
 

 

 

Women’s Summer Devotions in the Park 
 

 

The Friday morning women’s Bible study group invites all women and moms to join them during the summer 
months for devotions in the park. We meet at 10 am at the listed park and read a devotion followed by free play 
and a picnic lunch (optional). Feel free to bring a friend! If you have any questions please contact Sarah Strackbein 
at 612-361-0425. 
 
 June 2 Riverside Park 
 9 North Market Park 
 16 Washington Park 
 23 North Park 
 
 July 7 Nehl’s Park 
 14 Hermann Heights Park 
 21 South Park 
 28 German Park 
 
 August 4 Hermann Heights Park 
 11 Lincoln Park 
 18 Harman Park 
 25 Highland Park 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Library News 
 

This month I would like to highlight some of the materials available in the Comparative section of the library.  
 
Dr. Roland Cap Ehlke, the author of “Speaking the Truth in Love to Jehovah’s Witnesses.” In this book, he 
compares their teachings with the truths of Christianity. There are also two other series in this section which 
compare the teachings of other religions with the teachings of our faith. They are “A Lutheran Looks At”  and 
“How to Respond.” They are helpful when you are asked to defend the truths of your faith. Some of the other 
books in this section are “Called to Testify” by Kenneth Kremer, “Positively Lutheran” by John Braun, and 
“Demons in the World Today” by Merrill Unger.  
 
There are quite a bit of overdue materials missing from the library. Please check your home library to see if you 
have any materials belonging to the church library. They can be returned to the library whenever the church is 
open. You can also check out materials during the summer months. The directions are on the pink sheet on the 
credenza.  
 
Eleanor Runke 
Church Librarian 
 
 

 

 

Archives 
 

Miscellany 
 
Like previous months, some more items from service bulletins, newsletters, and council and congregational 
minutes from 60, 50, 25, 10, and 1 years ago.  Hope you will find them interesting.  Comments, questions, 
suggestions and even corrections are welcome at kruegerh@mlc-wels.edu.  
 
1958, Pastor was Rollin Reim.  A June service folder announced a picnic: “This annual friendly get-together 
under the oaks of our college campus is anticipated with pleasure by those who have discovered it in the past.  
Bring a basket lunch for a common table.  The usual refreshments will be available at a stand.  Children present will 
receive a treat.  There will be games for them.  Relax in the shade and visit with your fellows-in-faith.” 
 
1968, Pastor was Frederick Nitz.  June marked the end of the two-year Missio Dei offering to reduce the Synod’s 
deficit. 
 
1993, Pastor was David Kolander; David Zabel was Director of Christian Education.  October marked the 
first use of the new (our present Christian Worship) hymnal including some special directions.  The new hymnal was 
formally dedicated on November 27-28. 
 
2008, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James Dretske.  2008 
included review of the congregation constitution. Changes included filling board positions by appointment instead 
of election.  A Worship Committee was added to the by-laws. 

 
2017, Pastor was Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James Dretske.  During 
the year six calls for a second pastor to replace Pastor Laitinen were issued and returned. 
 
To be continued. 
 
Bob Krueger 
 



OWLS 
 

An exceptional treat! The OWLS will go to the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in Chanhassen, and 
the Bloomington Lutheran OWLS Polka and Brat Fest on Tuesday, June 5.  
 
Carpooling will be arranged. All seniors (55 and over) from St. Paul’s and St. John’s are invited to this special 
event! Please contact Dale Markgraf at 354-2735 or demarkgraf@gmail.com with questions. 
 
The Arboretum Cost is $15. Our Travel Schedule: We leave from St. John's at 11:30 am and make our first stop at the 
arboretum; We leave the arboretum at 3:30 pm. Our next stop will be at Bloomington Lutheran Church for a Brat 
Supper. We leave Bloomington Lutheran for home at 6 pm. The Brat Supper by Bloomington Lutheran OWLS 
will be provided for a free will offering.  
 
Let’s enjoy together the beauties of God’s creation and good conversation with friends.  
 

 


