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Speak Lord, Your Servants Listen 
  
Have you ever been talking to someone, only to realize ten minutes into the conversation that 

your message didn't even come close to registering? It just went in one ear and right out the other? 
Author, Dave Muerer, describes this strange listening problem in his sons in a book called Boyhood 
Daze: 

“A huge portion of your son’s life will consist of your supplying him with detailed 
information that he will not understand, but that you will think he understands because he 
will nod as you speak to him and even repeat back to you verbatim everything you just said 
while never understanding a word of it. 

“What your son does understand is that (1) pretending to understand means he can go 
outside and play much sooner than if he hangs around to seek clarification; (2) gaining 
clarification usually means that he has to do something he does not really want to do 
anyway; and (3) you will ultimately forgive him if he apologizes, even if he is only vaguely 
aware of exactly what it is for which he’s apologizing…” 

I can relate. And likely so can many of you, whether you’re parents or not, since this selective 
deafness isn’t exclusive to boys, or children, or teens. It’s also found in adults and not just males. It’s 
found in both boys and girls, parents and children, wives and husbands, bosses and employees. It 
frustrates communication and causes countless problems at home and at work.  

But where it really causes problems is in our communication with God…  
  
Israel had a problem, a very serious one: they had stopped listening to God. The priests, the very 

ones who should be proclaiming God’s message to the people, were abusing their office, stealing 
from the offerings, piling scandal upon scandal, refusing to listen to any word of rebuke. The priests 
had stopped listening to God, and had stopped speaking his Word. 

And, ironically, this was a part of God’s judgment on Israel. If they would refuse to listen to 
him, he would stop talking. Why should he keep coming to them and promise his grace when they 
wouldn’t listen to a word he said? So, “In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there 
were not many visions.” (1 Samuel 3:1) God warned his people that this would be the 
consequence of their failure to listen time and time again. We think of the words of Amos, “‘The 
days are coming,’ declares the Sovereign LORD, ‘when I will send a famine through the 
land— not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the 
LORD. Men will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east, searching for the 
word of the LORD, but they will not find it.’” (Amos 8:11-12)  

Well, the punishment certainly fit the crime. Stop listening and God will stop speaking. 
But, friends, that’s exactly what we deserve for the times we’ve sat in church or read through a 

few pages of the Bible pretending to pay attention to God because, well, (1) pretending to listen means 
we can “go outside and play” much sooner than if we hang around to seek clarification in God’s 
Word; (2) we know that gaining clarification often means that we have to do something we don’t 
really want to do anyway; and (3) we think God will ultimately forgive us if we apologize, even if 



we’re only vaguely aware of exactly what it is for which we’re apologizing.” 
And for such selective listening, we too deserve a famine of the Word. We deserve to be cut off 

from the one thing that will rescue us: God’s message of grace. 
The Israelites deserved that famine of the Word. Nevertheless, God in his grace wouldn’t 

abandon them to such a dreadful famine forever. In his love, God would reveal himself to them 
again. He would begin the time of the prophets, where he would reveal himself more clearly than he 
ever had before. And that period would begin with a young boy named Samuel. 

“Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli 
and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 
So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your 
servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. The LORD came and 
stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for 
your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:7-10) 

What love God had for his people! Though they deserved no more revelation of God, in love he 
appeared and revealed himself again. And when Samuel didn’t recognize who called him, since he 
had never experienced the Word of God revealed to him in such a spectacular way before, God, in 
his grace, repeated the call over and over again until he got it. 

And thank God, friends, that he does the same for us! In his grace, he reveals himself to us again 
and again. He gives us the comforting message of the forgiveness that is ours in Christ. Christ 
listened to his Father perfectly all the time. And Christ took away our sins of poor listening on the 
cross. Now we’re forgiven for all the times we’ve only pretended to pay attention. We’re forgiven 
for the times we haven’t even done that much. We’re forgiven for our apathetic approach to church 
and Bible study and are assured of that forgiveness in various ways: In addition to the written and 
spoken Word, he reminds us how we’ve been cleansed of our sins in the waters of Baptism and he 
gives us his very body and blood in the Lord’s Supper to assure us of that forgiveness once more.  

When Eli finally recognized it was the Lord calling Samuel, he could have become jealous that 
God had passed him over to give his message not to the High Priest of Israel, but to a young boy, 
only an apprentice. But Eli didn’t have such petty jealousy, or if he did, he didn’t let it get the best of 
him. He gave Samuel sound advice—advice we do well to heed as well, for it tells us that proper 
response to God’s gracious call: “If he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is 
listening.’”  

What a beautiful response to God’s gracious call! In a world where most were too busy, or too 
absorbed in their own selfish interests to listen to God’s Word, in a time when the Word of the Lord 
was rare and there weren’t many visions because so few would listen, Samuel humbly listened to 
God. And though the message was not a particularly fun message to share, that Eli and his sons 
would soon face ruin, Samuel, listened to God and boldly shared the message with Eli as he was 
instructed. And what a wonderful example he left for us… 

In a world where most are still “too busy” to stop and listen to God, in a world where the 
attitude is usually one that says to God, “Listen, Lord, your servant is speaking,” in a world where 
there are too many urgent things to be done, that the important things are often overlooked, we do 
well to heed Eli’s advice and echo Samuel. We do well to say to God, “Speak, Lord, your servants 
listen.”  

As school starts up again later this month and we fall back into routines, may we also resolve to 
get back into the regular routine of listening to God in his Word. Come to worship regularly. Read 
your Meditations at home. Sing hymns of praise to God and listen to the message that scriptural lyrics 
carry. Resolve to attend Bible class more often. Resolve to get rid of your selective deafness and to 
eagerly say, “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” And as you do, God, in his grace, will 



continue to speak to you, confronting you in your sin when you need it, and comforting you with 
gospel of his Christ. 

  
Your servant in Christ, 

 
Pastor Rob Guenther 
  

 

 

Staff Minister 
 
St. John’s Fall schedule begins on August 25th.  The 11 am service on Sunday returns.  Sunday 
School and 9:30 am Bible Class begin on September 8th. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in Vacation Bible School.  We had 83 students attend this 
year. 

“Therefore brothers, we have an obligation-but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it.  
For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit, you will live, because 
those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”  (Ro 8:12-14) 

Kelly Emde 

  

Mission Festival 
  

  

St John's will celebrate Mission Festival on Sunday, August 4. Missionary Paul Nitz will preach 
August 3 and 4 and conduct Sunday Bible class on Sunday. A festival pot luck will be served 
following the 10:45 am Bible Class. Please use the sign-up sheets located in the narthex to indicate 
the number from your household who will be attending and the type of dish you are willing to 
provide.  

  

 

Wish List 
  

St. John’s maintains a wish list of items that are not funded through the church budget, but which 
could still benefit our ministry.  The current list of items and cost estimates that follows has received 
approval through the Church Council: 
  

 • Organ registration memory upgrade (∼$16,000) – This upgrade will help to 
accommodate our multiple organists in storing registration presets in a digital 
memory system. 

  



 • Handbells, Handchimes, and Accessories (∼$13,000) – This equipment is 
essential for establishing a handbell choir. 

  

 • Timpani (∼$8,000) – Three timpani (also called kettledrums) will eliminate 
the need to borrow and transport these instruments when needed. 

  
The Stewardship Board encourages members to continue with their regular, proportionate, and 
joyful support of our ministry plan.  We maintain and promote this wish list to provide direction for 
those who desire to make a special contribution beyond their planned offerings, and to provide 
suggestions for designation of memorial funds.  Anyone who would like to propose an addition to 
the wish list can obtain a submission form at the church office. 
  

 

 

Church Library 

How is your summer going? Summers always seem too short.  School starts again in only a few 
weeks. 
 
If your children or grandchildren have been reading during the summer, they will be better 
prepared for school. And preschoolers need to be read to, it will help with gaining reading skills.  
 
We adults can use our reading for fun or edification.  Most of our church library books for adults 
are for edification.  One book I read recently is “The Greatest Story Ever Told” by Fulton Oursler.  
He tells the life of Jesus as a novel.  The facts from the Bible are there with added dialog and such.  
Interesting, even though it was written by him about 60 years ago and the story is 2000 years old.  
You can find the book in the church library.  
 
There are several books that have been out for several months.  Do you have one of them? 

LeiLani Rahn 
Church Librarian 

  

 

Council Digest 
  

  
The St. John’s Church Council did not meet during the month of July.  However, the voters’ 
assembly gathered for its third quarterly meeting of the year on Tuesday, July 16.  Twenty-four 
voters were present to hear various reports and conduct routine business.  Many of the reports from 
the various boards were based on the details of topics reported in previous editions of the Fortress.  
A summary of reports and action not previously reported in the Fortress follows: 
  
 Membership changes  
 Transfers Out 



  Chad Friedrich to Bloomington, Minneapolis, MN 
 Releases 
 Austin Becker 
 Dustin Hagen 
 Brian Hartz; Rachel, Levi 
 Jessica Kraker 
 Tiphanie Meinert 
 Ministrations  
 Weddings 
 29 Jun Megan Oswald and Tyler Marquardt 
 20 Jul Amy Acree and George Grosam 
  
 Staff Minister Kelly Emde reported that, after completion of crack filling last month, the parking 
lot recently was sealed and restriped.  This maintenance cycle needs to be repeated about once 
every 5-7 years. 

 Reporting on behalf of the Campus Facilities Task Force, Dr. Keith Wessel indicated that he held a 
meeting with our pastors to get their perspective on work to be done by the group he has been 
appointed to chair in the coming months.  Its purpose is to consider the facility needs of the 
congregation and propose a plan to address the future funding of those needs.  The work is being 
done as the congregation nears repayment of its current building debt.  Other members of the task 
force are teachers Karen Grunwald and James Dretske, Finance Committee member John 
Micheel, Trustee Craig Karstens, and member-at-large Ron Zahrt.  

 The voters approved the 2018 year-end financial report and accepted the report of the audit team 
of Wayne Wels and Jason Enter.  That report had been shared recently in the updated 2018 
Annual Report placed in the church mailboxes of all members.  All the records for the various 
congregational accounts were found to be accurate and in good order.  The audit team also 
recommended that a formal back up plan and a simple procedures manual be developed to 
support the work being done by our bookkeeper.   

 Noting with thanks that the health of Bookkeeper Wendy Lambrecht has improved to the point 
that she was able to get caught up on completion of all financial reports with the assistance of the 
additional help approved by the council, a financial report on the first six months of 2019 was also 
received and accepted by the voters.  The report showed that disbursements through the first six 
months exceeded the beginning January balance on hand plus additional receipts by about $8,000.  
A favorable balance in the Building Fund may allow us to pay off our debt sometime this fall 
(rather than during the summer of 2020) if regular contributions to the fund continue, saving a 
considerable amount on interest payments. 

 The Board of Evangelism, in a written report, highlighted: 
 Mission Festival weekend August 3&4 with a pot luck on Sunday. Pastor Nitz is preaching and 
leading a Bible class on his work in Africa. 

 John and Paul Ministries will be holding a Summer Send-Off on Saturday, Sept. 7. Games and 
activities at 4:00 - 6:30 pm, Joint worship service at 7:00 pm (taking the place of St. John’s Saturday 
evening service) and the opportunity to view Hermann Fest fireworks at 8:30 pm.     

 A member email collection activity is planned for this fall. All members are encouraged to provide 
their email or update the email address we have in file so we may better communicate important 
information such as monthly Fortress publications, sermon video clips, and last-minute 
cancellations. 

 The scheduling of the following future events was announced: 
 The next council meeting  - Tuesday, August 20, at 7:00 p.m. 



 The next joint council meeting with St. Paul’s - Tuesday, November 12, at 6:30 p.m. 
 The next voters’ meeting - Tuesday, October 22, at 7:00 p.m.  
  
Submitted by Steven Thiesfeldt, 
Congregational chairman 
  

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
  

splnewulm.org/school 
  

BoCD Work (SP Board of Child Discipleship) 
Second Quarter’s Work (July) 
Present Calls/Assignment  
 Mr. Plocher received a call to teach Biology at Kingdom Prep High School in Wauwatosa, WI, 
during the last couple weeks of the school year. In Early June, he returned the call and will 
continue to serve St. Paul’s School in the areas of science and technology.  

 Mrs. Heidi Meyer had received a call to serve Jesus Loves Me Learning Center (PreK) in North 
Mankato during the last week of school. She also returned that call and will remain the director 
and teacher of the PreK at St. Paul’s School.  

 St. Paul’s went to the Assignment Committee in May to receive a one-year candidate to fill a 5-6 
classroom while Mr. Dretske continues to heal. It was mentioned in June that this was to be a St. 
John’s position, however, it has been determined that it will be a St. Paul’s call. Installation for 
Mrs. Holle Rodriguez is being planned at St. Paul’s church and will happen in August. Watch for 
details in the bulletin.  

 Due to a large number of children enrolled in PreK, (currently 59), a current one-year part-time 
call for PreK teacher for the Tues./Thurs. pm session was given to Mrs. Becky Guenther. She has 
accepted the call and will also fill the morning para position for the PreK. Praise God that our 
teaching positions are filled when there are many vacancies within our synod schools. 

 Mrs. Jean Schroeder announced that she will retire at the end of the 2019-20 school year. The 
Elders and church council are determining a plan to replace that St. John’s position at St. Paul’s 
School.  

Continue to keep all called workers in your prayers and pray that the Lord of the Harvest will move 
more young people to enter the training for work in the public ministry. There are many vacancies 
across the U.S. and a vast need throughout the world for workers to take the Gospel to all nations. 
Building Project 
Lots of work is being done at this time. In May, a sprinkler system was installed in the gymnasium as 
part of a fire code requirement. The main structure of the new entrance, office areas, elevator, and 
Early Childhood wing are in progress. The plan is for the entrance, and office areas to be complete 
by the time school starts. The Early Childhood wing completion is planned to be done by 
Christmas. The PreK will begin the year in an upper classroom and plans are to make the transition 
to the new facility after Christmas.  
The refurbishing portion of the project is also making good progress. New windows have been 
installed in each classroom. Painting has been completed and ceiling tile/lighting is in progress in the 
classrooms. Extensive work is being done in the kitchen with a new cooler and freezer being added. 
Other changes include updates to meet fire codes. Some walls were removed to allow installation of 



the new refrigeration units. Some electrical work and plumbing were also completed. The whole 
school will have new flooring as the old asbestos tiles were removed. The ceiling tiles will also be 
replaced and new lighting installed. New air handling units were installed in the boiler room and roof 
air conditioning units will be installed soon.  
    What a blessing to have all this work being done! Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Thank You to the many who have either planned, worked, or donated to the project. This will be 
such a blessing to the children of our congregation. Please consider donating to the project. You can 
place envelopes marked for the SP Building Project in the church offering plate. Please include “St. 
John’s Member” in the memo area. St. John’s is responsible for part of the refurbishing portion of 
the building project according to the school formula. Donations from our members help to off-set 
that amount. The last report was the $156,000 had been given to the building project by St. John’s 
members. 
 Other BOCD News 
Bob Martens was added to the BOCD and was appointed as chairman. -- An update report was sent 
as part of the continuing MNSAA accreditation process and an approval letter was received 
documenting the continuing progress of the school in meeting the criteria needed for accreditation. 
– The school is anticipating an increase in enrollment due in part to the closing of St. John’s School 
in Sleepy Eye. The BOCD determined to accept all students looking for Christian Education even 
though classroom limits may be exceeded. BOCD members are meeting with SJ SE council to 
determine the cost of education for their member children to attend. 
Please keep the school in your prayers as the Lord leads the faculty, staff, along with BOCD 
members and stakeholders to provide Christian education to the children enrolled this year at St. 
Paul’s School. 
  
Registration 
Registration will take place on Thursday, August 1st and includes Lifetouch school pictures for 
students and staff from 10 am - 2 pm and 4 pm - 7 pm AT ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, PARISH 
CENTER.  (Air-conditioned) 
The 2019-20 school year will begin on Tuesday, September 3rd for grades 1-8 following the 
Opening service at about 8:20. Kindergarten will begin on Wednesday, September 4th. Kindergarten 
will not have classes on Fridays until after the MN District Teacher’s Conference in October. 
  
Parking Lot Changes 
There will be changes with Drop-off and Pick-up and even traffic direction when school begins and 
as construction changes its focus from the Entrance area work to that of the Early childhood wing. 
Formal plans will be made and communicated to parents before school begins. Watch for changes in 
signage as things may change abruptly. 
Calendar 
 Aug 1 Registration Day with Pictures at  
  St. Paul’s Church 
 Aug 14 Faculty In-Service at MLC 
 Sep 3 First Day for Grades 1-8 
 Sep 4 First Day for Kindergarten 

  
Respectfully submitted,  
James L. Dretske, Administrative Teacher 
jdretske@splnewulm.org 



 Archives 

Like previous months, some more items from service bulletins, newsletters, and council and 
congregational minutes from 60, 50, 25, 10, and 1 years ago.  Hope you will find them interesting.  
Comments, questions, suggestions and even corrections are welcome at kruegerh@mlc-wels.edu.    
  
1959, Pastors: Rollin Reim, Frederic Nitz (as of Nov).  In March a reminder that the 
congregation was short on funds and needed $660 to break even.  A special Church Extension Fund 
collection was held including a special bank for children.  In February there was a reminder to 
“bring your own hymnals” so that there would be enough for visitors. 
    
1969, Pastor was Frederic Nitz.  “The financial report (October) reveals that we still have over 
$3000 to contribute to meet our commitment for missions.  A little over $3000 is also needed to 
reach our budgeted sum for debt retirement.”    
  
1994, Pastors: David Kolander, Jeffrey Bovee (associate as of June); David Zabel was Director 
of Christian Education.  The amalgamation of Synod schools was referred to during much of the 
year.  Northwestern College of Watertown, WI and Dr. Martin Luther College were combined at 
New Ulm and Martin Luther Prep and Northwestern Prep were combined at Watertown.  Rev. 
Theodore Olsen, Martin Luther Prep, was called as the President of Martin Luther College. 
  
2009, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James 
Dretske.  The Church Council established an official Wish List and guidelines “to provide 
congregational members and other interested people with an awareness of and an opportunity to 
fund those items and projects that St. John’s has need of but are not included in the regular budget.” 
  
2018, Pastors: Jeffrey Bovee, Rob Guenther (as of July); Administrative Teacher was James 
Dretske.  In August Pastors began alternating (each 5 weeks) teaching the Sunday Bible class and 
preaching for that Sunday.   
  
That’s the end of miscellany for now.  Articles for the next few months will review some other 
categories of past years.  
  
Bob Krueger  
  

 

 

Our Synod at Work 
  

Conference of Presidents 
  

This month we will begin looking at information that is contained in “For the Generations to 
Come,” the 2019 Book of Reports and Memorials that was prepared for the 65th Biennial 
Convention of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  The convention was held the week of 
July 29 at Martin Luther College in New Ulm. 
  

The Conference of Presidents is composed of the twelve district presidents (which are elected by 



their respective districts), as well as the synod president and the two synod vice presidents (who are 
elected by the synod convention).  The synod president serves as the chairman of the Conference.  
The synod secretary (also elected by the synod convention) serves as a non-voting advisory member. 
  

The Conference of Presidents spends significant time at each meeting reviewing issues relating to 
calls and vacancies, addressing issues that affect congregations and called workers, and discussing 
specific matters of doctrine and practice.  The group functions as a forum for district presidents to 
confer with each other and to provide and receive guidance and input from each other.  
  

The Conference meets three times annually for face-to-face meetings and via teleconference 
between regular meetings when necessary.  They also meet at Martin Luther College and Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary in May of each year in their role as the Assignment Committee of the synod. 
  

The Conference of Presidents is divided into three standing committees:  Doctrine, Called Workers, 
and Congregations.  They have a number of broad responsibilities. 
1. Overseeing all matters of doctrine and practice to ensure that all members of the synod remain 

faithful to the Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran College; 
2. Working to maintain and strengthen the synod’s unity in doctrine and practice; 
3. Assisting congregations in the calling process by providing candidates for divine calls as well as 

appropriate advice; 
4. Providing counsel to congregations in matters dealing with ministry, governance, and relationships 

between congregations and called workers; 
5. Overseeing the various ways in which congregations and individual members provide financial 

support to the work of the synod, including planning for special offerings that may be held 
periodically; 

6. Overseeing and serving as the calling body for the work of the Ministry of Christian Giving, as 
well as for all units of WELS Congregational Services; 

7. Communicating and promoting the synod’s mission and ministry in the districts; 
8. Providing counsel to the synod president as he carries out his responsibilities; and 
9. Overseeing the planning of the synod convention. 
  
In 2018, Rev. Charles Degner and Rev. John Seifert concluded their service as the presidents of the 
Minnesota District and the Michigan District, respectively.  Rev. Dennis Klatt was elected to 
succeed Degner as president of Minnesota District, and Rev. Snowden Sims was elected as president 
of the Michigan District.  
  
Gerald Woodley 
  

 

 

MLC Ladies Auxiliary 
  

The next annual meeting will be held on the MLC campus October 5, 2019 from 8:00-3:30.  Come 
and learn about new programs.  Select new projects.  Enjoy workshops and Christian fellowship.  
Support future pastors, teachers and staff ministers through campus projects.  Lunch is available in 
the LSC cafeteria.  Presentations and student entertainment will highlight the morning with 
workshops and a closing service in the Chapel of the Christ rounding out the afternoon.  Make plans 
to attend this annual event in support of our WELS College of Ministry.  Childcare is available.  



Bring a friend.  Meet and encourage supporters who come from long distances.  Attend all or part of 
the day.  The Food Bank continues to serve families of students.  Please support the Food Bank 
with non perishable items and monetary donations.  A list of items needed is located by the 
donation box in the narthex.  Thank you for your support and prayers.   
  
Jeneane Thiesfeldt   
thiesfjm@gmail.com, 507-240-4523 
  

 

 

Christian Mom’s Fellowship Opportunity 
(formerly Women’s Summer Devotions) 

  

  

The Friday morning women’s Bible study group invites all women and moms to join them during 
the summer months for devotions in the park. We meet at 10 am at the listed park and read a 
devotion followed by free play and a picnic lunch (optional). Feel free to bring a friend! If you have 
any questions please contact Sarah Strackbein at 612-361-0425. 
  

 August 2 Hermann Heights Park: 14 Monument St. 
 9 Lincoln Park: 718 S. State St. 
 16 Harman Park: 101 N. Garden St. 
 23 Highland Park: 1627 5th North St. 

  

 

 

Youth Group 

Greetings, St. John’s Youth!  
  
We are looking forward to another great season of events! We’re going to start with a bonfire, food  
and games on Tuesday, August 20th beginning at 5:30 pm. This will be a send off to the outgoing 
seniors and a welcome to the incoming 6th graders! Bring a friend! 
  
Hot dogs and buns, water and lemonade will be provided. Please bring a side to share.  
  
There will be smores, lawn games and volleyball.  
  
Please sign up in the church narthex if you can come and/or if you need a ride.  
  
We hope to see you there!  
  

  
  

 

 
 



Noontime Organ Recitals 
  

  

The Sioux Trails Chapter of the American Guild of Organists finishes its Summer Noontime 
Organ Recitals at 12:10 pm on Tuesdays in Mankato.    
  
Organists Grace Kunkel  (8/6) and Christine Schulz (8/13) perform at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 720 S. 2nd Street.  
  
Each recital is free. Visit www.agosiouxtrails.orgfor more information. 

  

 


