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THIS IS LOVE 
 
1 John 4:10  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 
 
The season of Lent is upon us. The word “Lent” is from an Old English term, Lencten, which means “Spring,” and 
is related to the word “lengthen,” since during the days when Lent takes place, the time of daylight lengthens, and 
nights are shorter. 
 
However, in the Christian worship calendar, Lent is more than just the observance of springtime. It denotes the six 
weeks between Ash Wednesday and Easter when we contemplate the Passion of Christ, that is, all he endured by 
his sacrificial life and death in order to save us from our sins. It is a time of penitential reflection. 
 
Ironically, Ash Wednesday falls on the same day that we celebrate the secular observance of St. Valentine’s Day. 
On that day we focus on love, and give one another valentine hearts and gifts connected with the legend of St. 
Valentine. The emphasis is romance. 
 
The reason this is ironic is that both the Christian celebration of Lent, and the secular celebration of Valentine’s 
Day focus on love. How appropriate. 
 
Valentine’s Day love focuses on passion, just as Ash Wednesday love focuses on passion. The passion of 
Valentine’s Day is about our passion, romance, and desire. But the passion of Lent has to do with the sufferings of 
Christ who manifested his love by his death in our place. 
 
The Bible says: 1 John 4:10  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. God did not merely send us a Valentine heart and say, “I love you.” God proved 
his love by his actions. He sent his only begotten Son whose heart would be thrust through with a spear as he hung 
suspended on the cross after having born the sins of the world. This Jesus did, not after we had done everything 
right and proved ourselves to be worthy. No, while we were still sinners, lost by nature, dead in sin, and the 
enemies of God – yes, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
What love God has shown us. That is really what we celebrate during the somber season of Lent. Yes, it is a time 
of penitential reflection, a time when we come before our God with contrite hearts admitting our sin and guilt, and 
a time of hymns sung in a minor key which commemorate how our Savior suffered and died. But may we not 
forget the joy that is ours as a result of Christ’s redemption.  
 
There is nothing wrong with celebrating love on Valentine’s Day, but this year it can also be a celebration of love 
that supersedes anything we can convey through a card or a box of candy. We celebrate the love of God who sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins so that all who believe in him as their Lord and Savior have the 
forgiveness of sins, peace with God, and eternal life in heaven. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee  

 



Women of  St. John’s 
 

The Women of St. John’s met January 2, 2018 at 7 pm.  We began with the singing of hymn 441 “O God, Our 
Help in Ages Past”.  Pastor Bovee’s devotion was based on Exodus 15, a song of praise after God safely led the 
Israelites through the Red Sea. The Israelites were trapped, with Pharaoh’s army on one side and the Red Sea on 
the other. Moses told them not to be afraid, only believe; God would deliver them. God then parted the sea, 
allowing the Israelites safe passage while Pharaoh and his army drowned. It marked a new beginning for the 
Isrealites. We, too, look at the past and look ahead. The future is unknown. God tests our faith and teaches us 
patience – just as he tested the faith of the Israelites’ – through good times and “bad” times. Just as he was with us 
in the past, so shall he be with us in the future. He gives us every blessing, including peace with God through the 
redemption that came through Christ. 
 
Denise and Brandon Karstens were our presenters for the evening. They recounted their experience sharing God’s 
Word with the Apache on a mission trip to Peridot, Arizona this past summer. They helped run a basketball camp 
which incorporated God’s Word into it. They expressed that it was a life-changing experience that taught them the 
importance of sharing the gospel with people, even when it may be difficult to do. 
 
Christine Baganz 
 
 
 

St. John’s Choir 
 

Sing a new song to the Lord!  Anyone in 8th grade and older who would like to sing with the church choir is 
welcome to join us Wednesday evenings at 7:00 in the balcony for rehearsal. We are preparing special music for 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  
 
Please direct any questions to Bethel Boeder at boederbj@mlc.wels.edu. 
 

 
 

 

From Your Staff  Minister 
 

This winter has taken its toll on two of our furnaces.  Two have recently been replaced.  They were our two oldest 
furnaces at 31 and 23 years.  The replacement cost for each one was $3,373.11 after rebates.  The parts to repair the 
old furnaces were difficult to obtain and would have been used parts if we were able to find them and would not 
have had a guarantee on them.  The remaining furnaces can be repaired if they should become inoperable. 
 
“But the tax collector stood at a distance.  He would not even look to heaven, but beat his breast and said ‘God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.’  I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.  For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  (Lk. 18:13-14) 
 
Kelly Emde 
 

 

 

 



Council Digest 
 

The council met on Tuesday, January 16. The voters’ met on Tuesday, January 23. The reports from those 
meetings can be found in the 2017 Annual Report which will be distributed to members.  
 
Steven R. Thiesfeldt,  
Congregational Chairman 
 

 

 

 

Library News 
 

There are a variety of timely materials in the Guides for Christian Living section of the library.  
 
“Show Me Your Mighty Hand” by Wendy Heyn, the mother of a special-needs child, is the painful story of nine 

mothers of special needs children. 
 

“Without This Ring” by Donna Pyle was written as a guide for people who have recently been divorced. The 
author uses Scripture and the advice of professional councilors to bring healing to those experiencing the 
trauma of divorce.  

 

“Marriage is Like Dancing” by Richard C. Eyer compares marriage to ballroom dancing. The author uses his forty 
years of marriage, 10 years as a pastor doing marital counseling, and Scripture to support a Christian marriage.  

 

“Joyfully Aging” by Richard Bimler was written for those who have a hard time dealing with the “golden years.” 
The author suggests that we celebrate God’s gift of aging instead of complaining about the aging process. He 
uses humor to make his point.  

 
“Faithfully Parenting Preschoolers” by John R. Bucka uses God’s Word as the source of guidance, direction, and 

hope for parents of preschoolers. 
 

“Nine Things Teens Should Know and (parents are afraid to talk about)” is authored by Joe White and Nicholas 
Comninellis. The sub-title is “Countdown to Adolescence.” The authors strongly suggest that parents read the 
book before discussing various topics with their teens.  

 
Please take the time to look at what is available in the guidance section of our library.  
 
Eleanor Runke 
Church Librarian 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. John’s Pipe Organ  
25th Anniversary  

 
On Monday, February 12 at 6:30 pm several of our current church organists will present a concert to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of the installation and dedication of St. John’s pipe organ. All are welcome to 
join us as we celebrate this milestone. 
 

Our church organ was installed in 1993 by the Schantz Organ Company of Orrville, OH, a company that has been 
in business since 1873. Our organ was number 2,022 for the company. According to information on the Schantz 
website, it is the largest and oldest American pipe organ builder still under management of the founding family. 
Schantz organs can be found throughout the United States and as far away as Australia. 
 

Our organ has 21 ranks (sets) of pipes that include 1,247 pipes. Some pipes are made of metal and others of wood. 
These pipes are organized into 18 different voices (sounds). The organist can combine these voices in many 
different ways to play hymns, liturgy, Psalms, and other music. The organ has two keyboards played by the 
organist’s hands and a keyboard played by the feet. 
 

The contract cost for our organ was $140,155. Two full ranks and one partial rank of pipes were planned but not 
completed initially with the rest of the organ. One of these full ranks (an oboe sound) was added in 1997. The 
second full rank (a flute sound) and 12 bass pipes of another flute rank were added in 2001, along with the 
Zimbelstern (the bells you hear sometimes). All of these ranks to complete the organ as originally planned cost 
approximately $32,000, bringing the combined cost to around $172,000. If the same organ were to be built today, 
that cost would likely be in the $600,000-$700,000 area. 
 

Our organ has served us well over the past 25 years with no major repairs beyond regular tuning and minor other 
maintenance. This is an excellent example of the longevity of a quality pipe organ. We can expect the organ to 
continue to serve for many more years. 
 

St. John’s has had three organs in its history. The first was a reed organ, used in the basement church until a used 
pipe organ was installed in 1952. This pipe organ had originally been built in 1919 by H.H. Vogelpohl and Sons 
organ company of New Ulm for St. Paul Lutheran Church in Freeman, South Dakota. When our  
current sanctuary was constructed in 1966 that organ was minimally rebuilt and moved from the basement by the 
Hendrickson Organ Company of St. Peter to the balcony in what was expected to be a temporary installation. 
Twenty-seven years later the current Schantz organ was installed. The Vogelpohl organ was sold and likely 
separated to be used as parts. 
 

In 1975, a fund for a new organ began with a donation in memory of Dorothy Westphal, a St. John’s organist and 
an organ teacher at Dr. Martin Luther College. The balance in this fund slowly increased over the next decade. 
Efforts to point out the deficiencies of the Vogelpohl organ and the need for its replacement are documented from 
at least 1978. As the Vogelpohl organ became increasingly unreliable in the early 1980s, the congregation resolved 
in 1985 to appoint an organ replacement committee, engage Dr. Edward Meyer as consultant, and name a new pipe 
organ as the project to commemorate the 40th anniversary of St. John’s congregation to be observed in 1988. 
 

However, not enough funds had been gathered to commission a new organ in time for the anniversary celebration. 
In fall, 1989 a contract was proposed for a new organ to be built by the Martin Ott company of St. Louis but not 
approved, in large part due to a major roof repair that was needed at that time. About two years later (August, 
1991) the contract for our current organ was signed with the Schantz Organ Company. The organ was delivered to 
St. John’s on January 19, 1993 and installation was completed in the next few weeks. 
 

Our current organ was dedicated in the two Sunday morning services on March 7, 1993 followed by an afternoon 
Hymn Festival attended by a capacity crowd. Three St. John’s organists at that time (Bruce R. Backer, Ames 



Anderson, Judith Kresnicka) participated in playing the morning services. Two others (Ronald L. Shilling, Wayne L 
Wagner) played the Hymn Festival. Schantz Organ Company representatives who were present that day still 
comment publicly about our congregation’s enthusiastic singing of Lutheran chorales. 
 

The organ dedication booklet stated, “St. John’s has acquired a means to bring the message of the Gospel to life 
through music. This organ is a declaration of your faith and of your thanks to our God.” May it continue to be so 
under our Lord’s blessing for decades to come. 
 
Wayne Wagner 
 

 

 

 

Archives 
 

Annual Reports 
 
By the time you receive this issue of the Fortress our annual meeting will have already taken place, and you should 
have received or picked up the 2017 Annual Report.  It’s not just dollars and numbers and other statistics but an 
indication of the work and mission of St. John’s over the years. Variances in attendance figures are due to 
differences in the way they were reported and calculated and may make exact comparison difficult.  The statistics 
reflect not only growth and inflation but the blessing of the Holy Spirit.  Over the years a lot was spent but a lot of 
people (adults and children) were served with the Word of God and the sacraments. 
 
1957 (10th year): Pastor, Rollin Reim.  Membership of 339 was reported noting an increase of 45. Average 
attendance for two services was 318.  Total expenditures for all purposes came to $21,791.  Indebtedness was listed 
at $23,000. Services were being held in the basement church. The superstructure had to wait until 1966. 
 
1967: Pastor, Frederick Nitz. Membership: 577 baptized, 392 communicants. Average attendance was reported at 
439 per service. There were two Sunday services at 8:30 and 10:00; Sunday school at 8:30; a single 9 am service 
during summer months. Separate days and times are noted in the Sunday bulletins for registration for communion. 
Total expenditures for the year were $41,092.  $8,000 was received for additional (non-congregational) areas. 
 
1992: Pastors, Norval Kock and David Kolander (as of Aug.); David Zabel, Director of Christian 
Education.  Membership: 959 baptized, 735 communicants—an increase of 75. Average attendance was 588 for 
weekend services: 7:00 Saturday, 8:30 and 10:30 Sunday with a single Sunday service at 9:00 during the summer. 
Expenses for all purposes totaled $292,922. 
 
2007: Pastors, Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher, James Dretske.  Membership: 
1,007 baptized, 825 communicants.  Average weekend attendance was 609.  Services were held at 7 pm on 
Saturday; at 8, 9:30 and 11 am on Sundays except in summer—no 11 am service.  Total disbursements totaled 
$856,035. 
 
For 2017, refer to the Annual Report. 
 
In following months we’ll look at some specific occurrences for selected years of St. John’s history that will review 
other indications of the Holy Spirit’s work and blessing. 
 
Bob Krueger 
 



St. Paul’s School  
 

School Website: www.splnewulm.org/school 
 
BOCD Actions: 
• 2018-19 Budget Priorities:   The BoCD recommended to place three items on the priority list for consideration 
for the 2018-19 SP Budget: 1) a part-time teacher to allow for a full-time administration Principal; 2) increased 
hours for Fundamental Teaching to help students who need additional instruction and guidance; and 3) partial 
funding of the Technology Budget to supplement parent fees and the current funding through fundraisers. The 
SP Council will be working with other boards to prepare a final budget for the new fiscal year. 

• Chromebooks for 1-4: A moveable cart with 24 Chromebooks has been purchased and will service the three 
third and fourth grade classrooms. The BoCD has now recommended to use funds from the recent Cookie 
Dough sale for a cart of 24 Chromebooks for grades 1 and 2.  Classrooms will be able to schedule work time 
similar to what had been done with the school’s computer lab. 

 
Student Teachers 
Three MLC teacher candidates began their student teaching work in January. Mrs. Sarah Schoenfeld is working with 
Mrs. Schone’s grade 1-2 classroom; Ms. Emma Schultz is working with Mrs. Griebel and Mr. Biedenbender in 
grades 7-8 as a 6-week clinical; and Mr. Seth Tews is working with Mr. Dretske in grades 5-6. We are blessed to 
have these faithful candidates among us. Two more teacher candidates will start their fourth quarter sessions in late 
February in Mrs. Wolf’s Kindergarten and Mrs. Grunwald’s grades 5-6 classrooms. The plan is that all these 
candidates will greet members after the 9:30 service on Sunday, February 25. 
 

              
 Mrs. Sarah Schoenfeld           Ms. Emma Schultz              Mr. Seth Tews 

 

 
Patriots Pen Winners 
In December, the local VFW post announced the St. Paul’s winners of the Patriot’s Pen essay contest.  Six of our 
students were recognized as winners.  They were Lydia Meyer, Madelyn Fischer, Grace Rich, Josh Giefer, Drake 
Eyrich, and Madi Miller. Congratulations! 

 
 
 
 



New School Secretary 
Late in December, we said farewell to our school secretary, Vickie Peterson, who had served St. Paul’s School for 
four years. We wish her God’s Blessings as she found new employment in New Ulm. At the same time, we welcome 
Mrs. Kristal Miller as our new school secretary. She was able to start learning quickly with some sessions already 
over the Christmas break. We thank God for filling the position quickly and ask him to bless the school through her 
work among us. 

        

 
Kindergarten Round-up 
Parents with children anticipating a kindergarten start in the 18-19 school year should have received information for 
the K Round-up to be held on Monday and Tuesday evenings on February 26-27. If you have not received the 
information, but feel your child may be ready for a start this fall, please contact the school office at 507-354-2326. 
 
 
Calendar 
 Feb 11 Gr. K-8 sing: 8 and 9:30 am 
 Feb. 12-17 Lutheran Schools Week 
 Feb 16-19 NO School: Mid-Winter Break 
  (MLC Basketball Tournament) 
  
Respectfully Submitted,  
James Dretske, SJ Administrative Teacher  jdretske@splnewulm.org 
 

 

 

Our Synod at Work 
 

COMMISSION ON INTER-CHURCH RELATIONS 
 
The WELS Bylaws charge the Commission on Inter-Church Relations (CICR) to “serve under the Conference of 
Presidents by representing the synod in doctrinal discussions with other church bodies that are, or are not, in fellowship 
with the synod” and to “keep itself informed on the doctrinal trends in other church bodies.”  To carry out that calling, 
they meet twice each year as a commission, including regular meetings with the Doctrine Committee of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, for theological discussion, information sharing, and mutual encouragement.  They also assist 
individuals and churches that are seeking to take confessional Lutheran stances around the world. 
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Synod is our American sister synod which we have been in fellowship since its organization in 
1918.  Presently, the ELS has about 19,000 souls in roughly 130 congregations.  The CICR maintains contact with the 
ELS in a variety of ways in order to express and foster our unity in faith. 



 
Here are some of the examples of the areas of contact for the CICR.  The CICR continues to promote contact and 
communication with sister churches in Sweden, Norway, and Finland.  The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church of 
Germany is a church body of nearly 1,250 members in 16 parishes.  In 2016 they celebrated their 140th anniversary.  
The Lutheran Evangelical Christian Church in Japan numbers more than 300 souls in six congregations that have 
recently been faced with a shortage of pastors.  In the last year the CICR has been working with the South Asian 
Lutheran Evangelical Mission in Hong Kong on devising and clarifying their “Statement of Faith.” 
 
The CICR continues to monitor developments in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  An informal meeting between 
leaders of the WELS, the ELS, and the LCMS was held in 2016.  The principles of biblical interpretation were discussed, 
with each synod’s approach to and understanding of the roles of man and woman serving as a test case.  Another 
meeting was planned for last month. 
 
Looking ahead, CICR personnel will serve as convention observers in various places.  The commission sees attendance 
at these gatherings as opportunities to express interest in what is happening in other churches and to keep ourselves 
informed about events and activities in their midst.  CICR personnel will also continue monitoring various Lutheran 
publications to stay informed on the Lutheran scene in North America and around the world. 
 
Gerald Woodley 
 

 

 

 

Cards of  Caring 
 

The “Cards of Caring” volunteers will meet on Saturdays, February 10, and March 17, between 9 am and 12 noon. 
Come as your schedule allows. We meet at 403 N. Minnesota St. (enter on North 4th Street).  
 
We will be finishing our “Valentine / Warm Winter Wishes” cards and make Easter cards using recycled cards and 
decorative stamps. We make about 60 cards for each holiday. We can find tasks for you to do. Everyone, age 12 
and older is welcome to come for fun and fellowship, including MLC students. Contact Lois Willems at 359-7403 
with questions.  
 
 
 
 

A Thank You 
 

“Merry Christmas from the Walkers, Kevin and Cindy and family from Cross of Life, Mississauga, ON - ‘Dear St. 
John’s, Sending the warmest Christmas wishes to you and your family and praying your celebration brings a heart 
full of joy as you remember God’s amazing love shown through His Son, Jesus.’ 
 
This message includes a family photo which has been posted on the bulletin board. Last month’s thank you was 
from Katrina Stallick, student at WLC, whose father is a world missionary.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



OWLS February Event 
 

The February OWLS EVENT will be held on Thursday, Feb. 8. The EVENT DINNER will be held in a reserved 
section of the MLC Cafeteria at 5 pm. The cost will be $7, payable at the Cafeteria. The EVENT is the MLC 
WINTER PLAY, The Crucible,  in reserved seats of the auditorium at 6:30 pm. The cost for this part of the event 
will be $8, payable at the auditorium entrance. You may choose to attend both parts of the EVENT or you may 
choose to attend just one (either one) of the two parts. The auditorium seats will be reserved only until 6:15 pm. 
There is no need to register in advance for either event.  
 
The Crucible is a 1953 play by American playwright Arthur Miller. It is a dramatized and partially fictionalized story of 
the Salem witch trials that took place in the Massachusetts Bay Colony during 1692/93. Miller wrote the play as 
an allegory for McCarthyism, when the United States government ostracized people for being communists. Miller 
himself was questioned by the House of Representatives' Committee on Un-American Activities in 1956 and 
convicted of contempt of Congress for refusing to identify others present at meetings he had attended. 
 
Dar Raddatz 
 

 


