
 

 



 

 

Last Sunday after the Epiphany/Transfiguration 
February 22/23, 2020 

 
Prayer before worship: Almighty God, take us again to the top of the mountain where we are able 
to view with a proper perspective, who Jesus is, and what he came to do. Even as we enter into the 
season of Lent and are reminded how he humbled himself to become our Savior, teach us also to 
look beyond the cross and empty tomb to the place where he sits at your right hand in order to rule 
with you and to intercede for us. May we still stand in awe of your glory, and be zealous to worship 
and serve you now and always. It is good for us to be here. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.  
 

Order of  Service: Service of  the Word page 38 
 

PRESERVICE O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  Cathy Moklebust  
 Beautiful Savior  Cathy Mocklebust  

11 am: Offertory piece will be played as preservice.  
 

OPENING HYMN Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair CW 96 
 
 
ANTHEM Know His Grace 8 am 

 
FIRST LESSON 

 
PSALM of  the DAY Psalm 148  CW p. 121 
 
 

The LORD said to Moses, 
"Come up to me on the 
mountain and stay here, and I 
will give you the tablets of stone, 
with the law and commands I 
have written for their 
instruction."  
 

When Moses went up on the 
mountain, the cloud covered it,  
and the glory of the LORD 
settled on Mount Sinai. For six 
days the cloud covered the 
mountain, and on the seventh 
day the LORD called to Moses 
from within the cloud. To the 

Israelites the glory of the LORD 
looked like a consuming fire on 
top of the mountain. Then 
Moses entered the cloud as he 
went on up the mountain. And 
he stayed on the mountain forty 
days and forty nights.  

Long years ago, a boy was born 
and gave His life for me.  
A cross He bore, a crown of thorns: 
my Savior died for me. 
 
Refrain: 
Whatever happens, I will follow. 
Whatever happens, I will praise,  
raise up my voice, let my light show. 
I want the world to know His grace. 

One day He claimed me in His name 
through water and the Word. 
He gave me faith and ev'ry day 
I share it with the world:  Refrain 
 
I cannot see what life will bring 
or what God plans for me, 
but still, I sing for Christ is King, 
and heav'n's the land for me! Refrain 



 

 

SECOND LESSON  2 Peter 1:16-21 

GENERAL VERSE  p. 40 
 
 
GOSPEL  Matthew 17:1-9 

HYMN of  the DAY Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain CWS 712 
 
 
SERMON  Matthew 17:1-9 
 

THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION: A BRIDGE IN THE REDEMPTION JOURNEY 
                                    1.  TO SEE THE RADIANT GLORY OF JESUS 
                                    2.  TO EMBRACE THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY 
                                    3.  TO HEAR THE VOICE OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  p. 41 
 
 
OFFERTORY Festival Prelude on 'Deo Gracias‘ Sondra K. Tucker  
 
 

We did not follow cleverly 
invented stories when we told 
you about the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  
For he received honor and glory 
from God the Father when the 
voice came to him from the 
Majestic Glory, saying, "This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I 

am well pleased." We ourselves 
heard this voice that came from 
heaven when we were with him 
on the sacred mountain. And we 
have the word of the prophets 
made more certain, and you will 
do well to pay attention to it, as 
to a light shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts.  

Above all, you must understand 
that no prophecy of Scripture 
came about by the prophet's 
own interpretation. For 
prophecy never had its origin in 
the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.  

After six days Jesus took with 
him Peter, James and John the 
brother of James, and led them 
up a high mountain by 
themselves. There he was 
transfigured before them. His 
face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became as white as the 
light. Just then there appeared 
before them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with Jesus. Peter said to 

Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to 
be here. If you wish, I will put 
up three shelters-- one for you, 
one for Moses and one for 
Elijah." While he was still 
speaking, a bright cloud 
enveloped them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, "This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased. Listen to him!" 
When the disciples heard this, 

they fell facedown to the ground, 
terrified. But Jesus came and 
touched them. "Get up," he said. 
"Don't be afraid." When they 
looked up, they saw no one 
except Jesus. As they were 
coming down the mountain, 
Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell 
anyone what you have seen, until 
the Son of Man has been raised 
from the dead."  



 

 

THANKSGIVING at the RETIREMENT of  a DEBT 
 
 
HYMN of  PRAISE Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow CW 334 

 
 
PRAYERS and LORD’S PRAYER  p. 42 
 
 
HYMN Down from the Mount of  Glory CW 97 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN How Good Lord to Be Here CW 95 
 
 
ANTHEM God Be with You 8 am 

 
†  †  † 

 
PREACHER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST Adrian Smith 
MLC HANDBELL CHOIR Craig Hirschmann 
JUNIOR CHOIR (Gr. 5-8) Grace Hennig 
MLC LECTORS 
Throughout the year, St. John's asks men who are studying for the pastoral ministry to read for a 
service. We are in a privileged position to see our Lord's answer to our prayers for future called 
workers.  
 6:30 pm Ryan Mitchell St. Paul, South Haven, MI 
 8 am Ryan Hennig Trinity, Belle Plaine, MN 
 9:30 am Philip Snyder St Paul, Wonewoc, WI 
 11 am Joe Graumann St. Paul’s, Fort Atkinson, WI 

God be with you till we meet again, 
By His counsels guide, uphold you, 
With His sheep securely fold you, 
God be with you till we meet again. 
 
Refrain 
Till we meet, till we meet, 
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
Till we meet, till we meet, 
God be with you till we meet again.  

God be with you till we meet again, 
’Neath His wings protecting hide you, 
Daily manna still provide you, 
God be with you till we meet again. Refrain 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 8 am Junior Choir sings 
 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: St. John’s Mission Statement 
 2 pm Youth Group at New Ulm Civic Center 
 2 pm MLC Play: The Mouse that Roared 
Mon 6 pm Trustees Meeting 
 6:30 pm Elders Meeting 
Tue 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
Wed 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Services 
 4:45 - 6 pm Fellowship Supper 
 5:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7:15 pm Mixed Choir 
Thu 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: Colossians 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: 2 Kings 
Fri 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God Part 2” 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: I Apologize 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Mar 1 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: St. John’s Mission Statement 
 10 am MVL Pork Chop Dinner 
 1:30 pm MVL Band Concert 
Mar 2 10:30 am Stewardship Meeting 
 6:30 pm Elders Meeting 
Mar 3 7 pm Women of St. John’s Meeting 
Mar 4 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Services 

 4:15 - 6 pm Fellowship Supper 
 5:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7:15 pm Mixed Choir 
Mar 5 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: Colossians 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: 2 Kings 
Mar 6 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God Part 2” 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: I Apologize 
Mar 8 9:30 am Junior Choir sings 
 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: St. John’s Mission Statement 
 4 pm Cancer Journey Group  
Mar 9 11:30 am OWLS Meeting 
Mar 10 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
 6 pm Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
Mar 11 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Services 
 4:15 - 6 pm Fellowship Supper (Youth Group Hosts) 
 5:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7:15 pm Mixed Choir 

 

†  Upcoming Services  † 
 

 

Ash Wednesday: 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm 
Saturday: 6:30 pm  

Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11 am 



 

 

ST. JOHN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 724 with 594 attending Communion. 

 
2019 Contribution Statements ~ The final 2019 contribution statements are available and can be 
found in your church bulletin box. Please pick yours up today.  
 
Qualified Contribution Distribution ~ If you plan to make a Qualified Contribution Distribution 
from a retirement account, please notify Wendy Lambrecht, Bookkeeper, or Mike Thom, Financial 
Secretary, so that when the check arrives we know who initiated the contribution and can properly 
acknowledge it. Thank you.  
 
Youth Group ~ This Sunday, the youth group (Grades 6-12) are invited to Open Skate at The New 
Ulm Civic Center (1212 N. Franklin St.) from 2 - 3:30 pm. At 3:30, we’ll go upstairs to the meeting 
room for a devotion and snacks until 4:30 pm. The cost is $4.75 for open skate and $2.25 to rent 
skates. Bring a friend and a snack to share! Also, check out the Upcoming Events on the Youth 
Board!  
 
Women of St. John’s ~ The Tuesday, March 3rd meeting night is “Make an Easter Craft.” Please 
sign up on the sheet in the new narthex so we know how many stations to set up. Also, bring a 
scissors to cut paper.  
 
Cancer Journey Fellowship ~ Sunday, March 8, 4 - 5:30 pm. Have you or someone in your 
immediate family experienced a cancer diagnosis at any time? Maybe it was yourself, your spouse, a 
child, or a parent. It might be a recent diagnosis, or the person may be undergoing treatment, be in 
post-treatment, or be in remission. Come to this opportunity for Scripture-based encouragement and 
conversation with others. We will meet in the lower level fellowship area. Light refreshments will be 
provided. 
 
Cards of Caring ~ The St. John’s Cards of Caring volunteers will meet Saturday, March 14, to make 
Easter cards for our homebound and thinking of you members and Befriend a Mission families. You 
are welcome between the hours of 9 am and noon at 403 N. Minnesota St. (enter on 4th North). 
Besides fellowship, this is a way for volunteers to serve the Lord. Contact Lois Willems at 507-676-
1230 with questions.  
 
Church Cleaning ~ is scheduled for Saturday, March 14th from 9-11 am.  Please note that it is a 
come and go event. Stay for as long or as little as you can.  Men, women and children are needed to 
get our church cleaned and ready for Easter.  All cleaning supplies will be provided. Many hands make 
light work!    
 
 
 
 

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $23,771 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need $125 St. Paul’s School Building Fund 
 $1,617 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need $118 Food & Fellowship  
 $3.034 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $100 LWMS 
 $2,086 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $55 K-12 Education Assistance 



 

 

Handbell Choir ~ If you’d like to be a part of something musical but you have limited vocal ability, 
then the new Handbell Choir is for you!  If you’re not good at reading notes or rhythm, I can teach 
you! Practices will be in the church basement at 6-7 pm on Wednesday. I need 11-17 Confirmed 
members. Please indicate your willingness to join the Handbell Choir by email to Becky Berg: 
rberg@mvlhs.org. As soon as we have enough people, we will begin practices.   
 
St. John’s Coffee Mugs ~ Newly ordered St. John's coffee mugs are used by our prospective 
member visitation team as a gift to help our new friends remember our local congregation. Perhaps 
you wish you had your own St. John's mug to help you remember to pray for our ministry during your 
morning java. Your wish has been granted! Stop by the display table in the narthex to pick up one of 
these stylish mugs for only $5 each! Leave your payment, cash or check to St John's, in the box.  
 
2020 Contribution Envelopes ~ The 2020 offering envelopes can be found in alphabetical order 
on the table in the new narthex. If you have not done so already, please pick up yours today. 
 
Contributions for St. Paul’s School Building Fund ~ Please make out checks to “St. John’s 
Lutheran Church" and indicate “St Paul’s School Building Fund” on your offering envelope. This will 
help us better track our congregation's support of the building project. These amounts will be 
reflected on your St. John’s contribution statement. Thank You!  
 
 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELS Youth Rally and Mission Trips ~ WELS Youth Rally in Knoxville, Tennessee will be held 
on June 23-26. St. Paul's Church will be sponsoring a group to attend this summer. Contact St. Paul’s 
Staff Minister Kuschel for more details at kkuschel@splnewulm.org.  
As of now, the summer mission trips are:  
 Westminster, CO: July 18-24: Soccer Camp 
 San Antonio, TX: July 31-August 9: Basketball Camp 
 Red Deer, Alberta, Canada: July 31-August 10: Soccer Camp 
 Mahahual, Mexico: July 11-18: English/Bible Camp (for those 16+ years old with Spanish knowledge) 
 
Mission Trip to Mexico ~ If you are interested in participating or learning more about this trip, 
please contact Staff Minister Kuschel at kkuschel@splnewulm.org. Participants must be 16 years or 
older and have some Spanish knowledge.    
 
OWLS February Event ~ The OWLS invites all seniors to join us for a MLC performance of the 
winter play in a section of prime seats at 2 pm on Sunday, February 23. Seats will be reserved in the 
Wittenberg Collegiate Center auditorium until 1:45 pm. Purchase play tickets at the door for $6. The 
attraction will be The Mouse That Roared, a humor filled play presented by the MLC Forum.  It is 
proven entertainment and will lead us to muse on whether we want a government that seeks only to 
crush opposition or stands ready also to be merciful and forgiving. Perhaps the play will finish before 
4:30 pm and those who may wish to visit with each other will be welcome to attend the Prairie 
Caterers evening meal beginning at 5 pm. It is served in the dining hall for guests at $7.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Blood Drive ~ The Blood Drive at MLC will be Thursday, February 27th from 1-7 pm in the Luther 
Student Center! Every day in the U.S., approximately 36,000 units of red blood cells are needed. That 
means every 2 seconds, someone needs blood. YOU have the chance to save up to 3 lives with your 
blood donation! YOU can sign up for an appointment by going to RedCrossBlood.org, calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767), or downloading the Blood Donor App! Can YOU arrange an hour 
out of your schedule to save lives? Contact Emily Raymond with any questions.  
 
MVL Announcements ~ On Sunday, March 1, come over to MVL for good food and fun! The 
Booster Club is sponsoring a pork chop dinner, 10:30 am - 1 pm. Freewill offerings will support Booster 
Club projects. The annual Winter Band Concert follows at 1:30 pm, featuring the Symphonic Band and 
Jazz Ensemble. MVL is a participating organization of the Thrivent Choice program. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to recommend where Thrivent gives back! Eligible members have until March 31 to 
direct their Choice Dollars. Visit thrivent.com or speak with your local office for more information. 
Bus Drivers Needed Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable transportation for students. We're 
looking for MVL route drivers and substitute drivers for these great kids. Paid training! Full-time and 
part-time positions available. Interested individuals should contact Site Manager Casey Stearns at  
507-995-5387.   
 
Pie Donations ~ MVL has made a request of all congregations within the association to 
donate pies for the auction on Saturday, March 28th.  
 
2020 Youth Lock-In ~ Calling all 4th – 8th graders: Join us, the students from The Beacon 
Lutheran Campus Ministry, for our 2020 Youth Lock-In. The fun begins Friday, March 20th at 9 pm 
at the Lake Crystal Rec. Center and concludes Saturday, March 21st 7:30 am at the Beacon. There will 
be swimming, basketball, pizza, late night worship, and much more! Registration forms are available in 
the narthex or you can register online at mankatocampusministry.org. 
 
Job Opening ~ Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for one regular part-time 
Accounting Clerk - Accounts Payable. A comprehensive description of this position can be found 
at mlc-wels.edu/hr. Interested individuals should apply online. Applications will be accepted through 
12 pm on Tuesday, February 25, 2020. Additional information and details can be obtained by 
contacting the Martin Luther College Human Resources Office at 507-354-8221.  
 
Administrative Teacher Jim Dretske jdretske@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Jean Schroeder jschroeder@splnewulm.org 
St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 
 
About the Cover ~ From the Illustrated Bible by Julius von Schnorr Carlsfeldt is this depiction of the 
Transfiguration of Jesus, as he appeared in glory with Moses and Elijah before his bewildered apostles. 
This occasion serves as a bridge which Jesus used to bring his disciples, then and now, through the 
journey which leads us to our destination, which is our redemption. Today we travel from the seasons 
of Christmas and Epiphany to the season of Lent. The bridge of the Transfiguration reminds us that 
Jesus, who was born humbly as a baby in Bethlehem, and who would be mocked, beaten, and 
crucified, is still the Lord of Lords and King of kings who is almighty God, the Redeemer.  


