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Saints Triumphant 
November 14/15, 2020 

 
Prayer before worship: Almighty God, who has given us the victory of the devil, hell, and sin: Be 
with us now to comfort us and assure us that though the battle may rage around us, we already are 
the Saints Triumphant. We will have the forgiveness of sins and peace with God here and now, and 
we will also have the absolute guarantee that heaven awaits us. How we look forward to that day. 
But until then, strengthen us through your Word and Sacraments, and bless our acts of worship and 
praise until we shall blend our voices with all the saints from every age and with the holy angels of 
heaven. We pray these things in Jesus' name. Amen.  
 
 
 
OPENING HYMN Behold a Host, Arrayed in White CW 550 

1. Behold a host, arrayed in white, Like thousand snowclad mountains bright; 
 With palms they stand. Who is this band Before the throne of light?  
 These are the saints of glorious fame, Who from the great affliction came  
 And in the flood Of Jesus’ blood Are cleansed from guilt and blame.  
 Now gathered in the holy place, Their voices they in worship raise.  
 Their anthems swell Where God does dwell Mid angels’ songs of praise. 
 
2. Despised and scorned, they sojourned here; But now, how glorious they appear! 
 Those martyrs stand, A priestly band, God’s throne forever near. 
 So oft in troubled days gone by, In anguish they would weep and sigh; 
 At home above The God of love Fore’er their tears shall dry. 
 They now enjoy the Sabbath rest, The heav’nly banquet of the blest; 
 The Lamb, their Lord, At festive board Himself is host and guest. 
 
3. O blessed saints, now take your rest; A thousand times you will be blessed 
 For keeping faith Firm unto death And scorning worldly trust. 
 For now you live at home with God; You toiled and sowed the Word abroad. 
 Rejoice and bring Your fruits and sing Before the throne of God. 
 The myriad angels raise the song; O saints, sing with that happy throng! 
 Lift up one voice; Let heav’n rejoice In our Redeemer’s song. 
 

Please stand 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 
 asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
 you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
 good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
 for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
 sinner.  
♫: Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us. Amen. 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 
 sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
 all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
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M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
♫: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory!  
 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
 of the world; have mercy on us.  
 You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer, receive our prayer.  
 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.  
 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Glory to God, glory to God! 
 
M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
M: Let us pray.  
 Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered from 
 this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit 
 with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
 our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.  
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 52:1-6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awake, awake, O Zion, clothe 
yourself with strength. Put on 
your garments of splendor, O 
Jerusalem, the holy city. The 
uncircumcised and defiled will 
not enter you again. Shake off 
your dust; rise up, sit enthroned, 
O Jerusalem. Free yourself from 
the chains on your neck, O 
captive Daughter of Zion. For 

this is what the LORD says: 
"You were sold for nothing, and 
without money you will be 
redeemed." For this is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: "At first 
my people went down to Egypt 
to live; lately, Assyria has 
oppressed them. And now what 
do I have here?" declares the 
LORD. "For my people have 

been taken away for nothing, 
and those who rule them mock," 
declares the LORD. "And all day 
long my name is constantly 
blasphemed. Therefore my 
people will know my name; 
therefore in that day they will 
know that it is I who foretold it. 
Yes, it is I."  
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PSALM of the DAY  Psalm 84 CW p. 96 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How lovely is your dwelling place,* 

O LORD Almighty! 

 

My soul yearns, even faints,* 

for the courts of the LORD. 

 

Blessed are those who dwell in your house;* 

they are ever praising you. 

 

Refrain 

 

Better is one day in your courts* 

than a thousand elsewhere; 

 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God* 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 

O LORD Almighty,* 

blessed are they who trust in you. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 
 
SECOND LESSON  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Brothers, we do not want you to 
be ignorant about those who fall 
asleep, or to grieve like the rest 
of men, who have no hope. We 
believe that Jesus died and rose 
again and so we believe that 
God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in him.  
According to the Lord's own 

word, we tell you that we who 
are still alive, who are left till the 
coming of the Lord, will certainly 
not precede those who have 
fallen asleep. For the Lord 
himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, 
with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of God, 

and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. After that, we who are still 
alive and are left will be caught 
up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. And so we will be with the 
Lord forever. Therefore 
encourage each other with 
these words.  
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VERSE of the DAY 
 

Alleluia. They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple. Alleluia.  
- Revelation 7:15a 

 
 

Please stand 
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 25:1-13 
 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:  
♫: Glory be to you, O Lord! Glory be to you, O Lord! 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
♫: Praise be to you, O Christ! Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father,  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he  
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 

At that time the kingdom of 
heaven will be like ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went 
out to meet the bridegroom. Five 
of them were foolish and five 
were wise. The foolish ones 
took their lamps but did not take 
any oil with them. The wise, 
however, took oil in jars along 
with their lamps. The 
bridegroom was a long time in 
coming, and they all became 

drowsy and fell asleep. At 
midnight the cry rang out: 
'Here's the bridegroom! Come 
out to meet him!' Then all the 
virgins woke up and trimmed 
their lamps. The foolish ones 
said to the wise, 'Give us some 
of your oil; our lamps are going 
out.' 'No,' they replied, 'there 
may not be enough for both us 
and you. Instead, go to those 
who sell oil and buy some for 

yourselves.' But while they were 
on their way to buy the oil, the 
bridegroom arrived. The virgins 
who were ready went in with him 
to the wedding banquet. And the 
door was shut. Later the others 
also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 
'Open the door for us!' But he 
replied, 'I tell you the truth, I 
don't know you.' Therefore keep 
watch, because you do not 
know the day or the hour.  



6 

 

HYMN of the DAY Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying CW 206 
1. “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” The watchmen on the heights are crying, 
 “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 
 Midnight hears the welcome voices And at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
 “Oh, where are all you virgins wise? 
 The Bridegroom comes—awake! Your lamps with gladness take! Alleluia! 
 With bridal care Yourselves prepare To meet the Bridegroom who is near.” 
 
2. Zion hears the watchmen singing, And all her heart with joy is springing; 
 She wakes, she rises from her gloom, 
 For her Lord comes down all-glorious, The strong in grace, in truth victorious; 
 Her Star is ris’n, her Light is come. 
 “Now come, O Blessed One, Christ Jesus, God’s own Son. Hail! Hosanna! 
 The joyful call We answer all And follow to the wedding hall.” 
 
3. Now let all the heav’ns adore you; Let saints and angels sing before you 
 With harp and cymbal’s clearest tone. 
 Of one pearl each shining portal, Where, dwelling with the choir immortal, 
 We gather round your radiant throne. 
 No vision ever brought, No ear has ever caught Such great glory; 
 Therefore will we In victory Sing hymns of praise eternally. 
 
 
SERMON  Isaiah 52:1-6 
 

AWAKE TO THE CELEBRATION, O PEOPLE OF GOD 
 1.   YOU WERE SOLD FOR NOTHING 
 2.   YOU WERE REDEEMED WITHOUT MONEY 
 

Please stand 
 
♫: Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
 Do not cast me away from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold, uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 
 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
PRAYER of the CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
 
M: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
C: It is good and right so to do.  
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
 holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who preserves his 
 Church to the end of time when he will come again as king to judge all people and take his own 
 to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise  your holy name 
 and join their glorious song:  
 
♫: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might: heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my † body, which is 
 given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
 my † blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
 whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: Amen.  
 
♫: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen.  

 
Please be seated 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN For All the Saints CW 551 
1. For all the saints who from their labors rest, All who their faith before the world confessed, 
 Your name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
2. You were their rock, their fortress, and their might; You, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight 
 And in the darkness drear their one true light. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
3. Oh, may your soldiers, faithful, true, and bold Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old 
 And win with them the victor’s crown of gold. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
4. Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine! We feebly struggle; they in glory shine, 
 Yet all are one within your grand design. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
5. And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, Steals on the ear the distant triumph-song, 
 And hearts are brave again and arms are strong. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
6. The golden evening brightens in the west; Soon, soon, to faithful warriors comes their rest. 
 Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
7. But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
 The King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
8. From earth’s wide bounds to ocean’s farthest coast  
 Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
 Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Please stand 
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♫: In peace, Lord, you let your servant now depart according to your word.  
 For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for ev’ry people,  
 a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory, the glory of your people Israel. 
 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  
C: And his mercy endures forever.  
 
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray that 
 through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 
 in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever.  
C: Amen.  
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  
C: Amen.  
 
 

†  †  † 

 

 

PREACHER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee  
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST Becky Berg 
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AAABCADEFEAGH 
 
Attendance for the past weekend was 301. 

 
Saints Triumphant ~ Among the great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us, we give thanks 
to God for those who have gone from the Church Militant to the Church Triumphant during the past 
year: 
 Saints in Glory They Entered Glory on: 
 

 Bob Krueger 1/5/2020 
 Gary Carmichael 4/7/2020 
 Paul Schroer 4/17/2020 
 LeRoy Kramer 4/20/2020 
 Nicki Dummer 6/6/2020 
 Jean Milbrett 10/12/2020 
 
Altar Guild ~  is looking for a few more helping hands. Participation is not a time consuming 
commitment. We help on a rotating basis to prepare the sanctuary for worship. We have one formal 
meeting per year, but most of our communication is done via email. If you're interested in joining us 
or have any questions, please contact Val Bovee at 507-217-7811, or boveehome@gmail.com. We 
will have a meeting on Tuesday, November 24th at 6:30 pm. We will decorate for Thanksgiving and 
touch base on a few other items as well. Please wear a mask. See you there!  
 
Benevolence Fund ~ Dear saints, as you may know, St. John's has a benevolence fund to help 
those of our fellow members who encounter a special financial need, to be disbursed by the elders. 
Two such cases have come to the elders' attention right now, and the need is ongoing. If you have a 
desire to help defray some of the costs of these fellow members in need (in any amount), please 
leave your offering in an envelope marked "Benevolence Fund" in the drop box at church or mail it to 
St. John's Lutheran Church, New Ulm, 56073 with "Benevolence Fund" indicated on the check or 
envelope. Thank you, saints, for your care for one another!   
 
Bookkeeper Position ~  After years of faithful service to St. John’s, Wendy Lambrecht, our 
bookkeeper, has decided to seek other employment.  Much of  what Wendy has done for St. John’s 
has not been visible to our members, but she has made a significant contribution to the smooth 
operation of our finances.  We thank Wendy and wish her God’s blessings in the years to come. With 
Wendy’s resignation, St. John’s is now accepting applications for the bookkeeper position, which is a 
part-time position (20-25 hours/week). Interested individuals are encouraged to pick up a job 
description and an application at the church office. Applications will be accepted through November 
15th. For more information, please contact Pastor Guenther, our administrative pastor. 
 
In-Person Bible Classes ~ Given the limitations of our St. John's campus facilities, pandemic 
guidelines prevents adult Bible class from being held on Sunday mornings, but expanded Thursday 
options will be offered. Pastor Guenther will lead a study of the book of Revelation at 10:30 am and 
Pastor Bovee will have the topic of Civil Government at 7 pm.  They will present the same topics in 
the opposite time slots when they switch in 2021. The in-person class will be held in the basement or 
join the class online at bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass.  

 

Fruits of faith given: 
 $13,688 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need  
 $1,168 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need $1,120 Benevolence Fund 
 $2,123 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $85 St. Paul’s School Building Fund 
 $876 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $32 Endowment Fund 
 $25 Christian Family Solutions $10 WELS Christian Aid & Relief 
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 Church Calendar ~ the up-to-date church calendar can be found on our website: 
stjohnsnewulm.com/calendar.  

 
 

AIEJ AAABCADEFEAGH 
 
MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary ~ Take home copies of the MLC Ladies Auxiliary List of New Projects for 
2020-2021 are available in the narthex. 
 
Volunteers Needed ~ Treasure Haus is looking for a few new volunteers. If you have any spare 
time please consider helping us out. If interested, please call the store and speak with a manager.  
 
MVL Announcements ~ The Spirit of MVL Recognition Reception and Gala are combining and 
going virtual with the fitting theme Together in Spirit. Please join us online on Saturday, November 
21, 7 - 8 pm! We'll be honoring the 2020 Spirit of MVL award recipients, John Apitz, Lynn & Dan 
Hacker, and Fred & Joy Struck; auctioning awesome items; and raising funds for our livestream 
technology project and the Partnership Fund. Virtual door prizes and the Appeal to the Heart open 
Thursday, November 19. Register today at spiritofmvl.givesmart.com! Contact Kristin Matzke for 
questions at kmatzke@mvlhs.org or 507-233-8662. The annual Christmas wreath and greenery 
sales are going digital this year. Visit mvlwreaths.givesmart.com to place your order, or call the MVL 
office at 507-354-6851. Orders must be placed by Sunday, November 15 in order to pick-up at your 
church before Thanksgiving. Not only will you get to enjoy the scents of Christmas, but you'll also be 
helping fund the purchase of new hymnals for students to use in chapel! Minnesota Valley Lutheran 
High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement. Interested 
individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 
or tplath@mvlhs.org. 
 
Staff Minister Jim Dretske sm.dretske@gmail.com 

Teacher Christine Baganz cbaganz@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Emily Stoering estoering@splnewulm.org 

St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper stjohnsnubookkeeper@gmail.com 

 
About the Cover ~ Many an artist has attempted to capture the scene before the heavenly throne 
as the saints and angels of God blend their voices to praise our Lord and God on the day of the 
great celebration in heaven. Although it is impossible to do it justice, the unnamed artist whose work 
appears on the bulletin cover depicts God's people on the last day, bowing before God in 
unprecedented joy at the great celebration of life, and of victory over Satan, sin, and death through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. It is the festival of Saints Triumphant.  


