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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, October 11, 2020 

 
Prayer before worship:  Our Father in heaven, forgive us for the times we’ve refused to do the 
work you’ve assigned to us. Forgive us for our open rebellion. Forgive us for our hypocrisy. Thank 
you for sending your perfect Son to do all the work for our salvation. Now fill our hearts with such 
gratitude that we are eager to do whatever you ask. We ask this Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN Before You, God, the Judge of All CW 306 
1. Before you, God, the Judge of all, With grief and shame I humbly fall. 
 I see my sins against you, Lord, My sins of thought and deed and word. 
 They press me sore; to you I flee: O God, be merciful to me! 
 
2. O Lord, my God, to you I pray: Oh, cast me not in wrath away! 
 Let your good Spirit ne’er depart, But let him draw to you my heart 
 That truly penitent I be: O God, be merciful to me! 
 
3. O Jesus, let your precious blood Be to my soul a cleansing flood. 
 Turn not, O Lord, your guest away, But grant that justified I may 
 Go to my house at peace to be: O God, be merciful to me! 
    

Please stand 
 
M: O Lord, open my lips. 
C: And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 
M: Hasten to save me, O God.  
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.  
 
M: Praise be to God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: let us worship him. 
C: Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving, let us make a joyful noise to him with 

songs of praise. 
 For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. The deep places of the earth 

are in his hand; the heights of the hills are also his. The sea is his, for he made it, and his 
hand formed the dry land. 

 Oh, come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is 
our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

 
Please be seated 

 
FIRST LESSON  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

The word of the LORD came to 
me: "What do you people mean 
by quoting this proverb about 
the land of Israel: 'The fathers 
eat sour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on 
edge?'  
'As surely as I live,' declares the 
Sovereign LORD, 'you will no 
longer quote this proverb in 

Israel. For every living soul 
belongs to me, the father as well 
as the son-- both alike belong to 
me. The soul who sins is the 
one who will die.'" 
 
"Yet you say, 'The way of the 
Lord is not just.' Hear, O house 
of Israel: Is my way unjust? Is it 
not your ways that are unjust? If 

a righteous man turns from his 
righteousness and commits sin, 
he will die for it; because of the 
sin he has committed he will die.  
But if a wicked man turns away 
from the wickedness he has 
committed and does what is just 
and right, he will save his life.  
Because he considers all the 
offenses he has committed and 
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PSALM Psalm 25 CW p. 74 
   See page 6 
 
SECOND LESSON  Philippians 2:1-11 

 
SEASONAL RESPONSE  

 

Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done. 
 
 
HYMN of the DAY The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me CWS 749 
1. The love of Christ, who died for me Is more than mind can know,  
 His mercy measureless and free To meet the debt I owe.  
 He came my sinful cause to plead, He laid his glories by,  
 For me a homeless life to lead, A shameful death to die. 
 
2. My sins I only see in part, My self-regarding ways;  
 The secret places of my heart Lie bare before his gaze.  
 For me the price of sin he paid; My sins beyond recall  
 Are all alike on Jesus laid, he died to bear them all. 
 
3. O living Lord of life, for whom The heavens held their breath,  
 To see, triumphant from the tomb, A love that conquers death,  
 Possess my heart that it may be Your kingdom without end,  
 O Christ who died for love of me And lives to be my friend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

turns away from them, he will 
surely live; he will not die. Yet 
the house of Israel says, 'The 
way of the Lord is not just.' Are 
my ways unjust, O house of 
Israel? Is it not your ways that 
are unjust? "Therefore, O house 

of Israel, I will judge you, each 
one according to his ways," 
declares the Sovereign LORD. 
"Repent! Turn away from all 
your offenses; then sin will not 
be your downfall. Rid yourselves 
of all the offenses you have 

committed, and get a new heart 
and a new spirit. Why will you 
die, O house of Israel? For I 
take no pleasure in the death of 
anyone," declares the Sovereign 
LORD. "Repent and live!"  

If you have any encouragement 
from being united with Christ, if 
any comfort from his love, if any 
fellowship with the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, 
then make my joy complete by 
being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit 
and purpose. Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others 
better than yourselves. Each of 
you should look not only to your 

own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. Your attitude 
should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus: Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to 
be grasped, but made himself 
nothing, taking the very nature 
of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. And being 
found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself and became 
obedient to death-- even death 

on a cross! Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is 
above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.  
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SERMON  Matthew 21:28-32 

 
A Tale of Two Sons 

 1.  The Best of Sons and the Worst of Sons 
 2.  The Best of Sons makes us the Best of Sons 
 

 
Please stand 

 
WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD  
C: We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord; all creation worships you, Father 

everlasting. To you all angels, all the pow’rs of heav’n, cherubim and seraphim, sing in 
endless praise: 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of heav’nly hosts, heaven and earth are full of your glory. The 
glorious company of apostles praise you. The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 

 The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. Throughout the world the holy Church 
acclaims you: Father of majesty unbounded, your glorious, true, and only Son,  and the 
Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. You, Christ, are the King of glory, the eternal Son of the 
Father. 

 When you became man to set us free, you humbled yourself to be born of a virgin. You 
overcame the sting of death and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

 You sit at the right hand of God in the glory of the Father. We believe that you will come to 
be our judge. 

 Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price of your own blood, and 
bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. 

 
 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
M: In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 

"What do you think? There was 
a man who had two sons. He 
went to the first and said, 'Son, 
go and work today in the 
vineyard.'  
'I will not,' he answered, but later 
he changed his mind and went. 
Then the father went to the 
other son and said the same 
thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' 

but he did not go. Which of the 
two did what his father wanted?" 
"The first," they answered. 
Jesus said to them, "I tell you 
the truth, the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom of God ahead of you.  
For John came to you to show 
you the way of righteousness, 
and you did not believe him, but 

the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes did. And even after 
you saw this, you did not repent 
and believe him."  
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M:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this 
new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor 
run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us praise the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you all. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven CW 388 
1. Redeemed, restored, forgiven Through Jesus’ precious blood, 
 Heirs of his home in heaven—Oh, praise our pard’ning God! 
 Praise him in tuneful measures Who gave his Son to die; 
 Praise him whose sev’nfold treasures Enrich and sanctify. 
 
2. Once on the dreary mountain We wandered far and wide, 
 Far from the cleansing fountain, Far from the pierced side. 
 But Jesus sought and found us; Our many sins he bore. 
 With cords of love he bound us To him forevermore. 
 
3. Dear Master, yours the glory Of each recovered soul. 
 Ah, who can tell the story Of love that made us whole? 
 Not ours, not ours the merit; To you alone the praise! 
 Give us a thankful spirit To serve you all our days. 
 
4. Now keep us, holy Savior, In your true love and fear, 
 And grant us by your favor The grace to persevere 
 Till, in your new creation, Our earthly troubles o’er, 
 Heirs of your free salvation, We praise you evermore. 
 
 

†  †  † 

 
PREACHER Pastor Rob Guenther 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
ORGANIST Craig Hirschmann 



6 

 

PSALM Psalm 25 CW p. 74 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;* 

in you I trust, O my God. 

 

Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love,* 

for they are from of old. 

 

Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;* 

according to your love remember me, 

for you are good, O LORD. 

 

Refrain 

 

Turn to me and be gracious to me,* 

for I am lonely and afflicted. 

 

Look upon my affliction and my distress* 

and take away all my sins. 

 

Guard my life and rescue me,* 

for I take refuge in you. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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ABBCDBEFGFBHI 
 
Attendance for the past weekend was 307 with 221 attending Communion. 
 
Benevolence Fund ~ Dear saints, as you may know, St. John's has a benevolence fund to help 
those of our fellow members who encounter a special financial need, to be disbursed by the elders. 
Two such cases have come to the elders' attention right now, and the need is ongoing. If you have a 
desire to help defray some of the costs of these fellow members in need (in any amount), please 
leave your offering in an envelope marked "Benevolence Fund" in the drop box at church or mail it to 
St. John's Lutheran Church, New Ulm, 56073 with "Benevolence Fund" indicated on the check or 
envelope. Thank you, saints, for your care for one another!   
 
In-Person Bible Classes ~ Given the limitations of our St. John's campus facilities, pandemic 
guidelines prevents adult Bible class from being held on Sunday mornings, but expanded Thursday 
options will be offered. Pastor Guenther will lead a study of the book of Revelation at 10:30 am and 
Pastor Bovee will have the topic of Angels at 7 pm.  After six weeks, they will present the same 
topics in the opposite time slots. The in-person class will be held in the basement or join the class 
online at bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass.  
 
Church Calendar ~ the up-to-date church calendar can be found on our website: 
stjohnsnewulm.com/calendar.  
 

AJFK ABBCDBEFGFBHI 
 
Book Available ~ A new commentary on the Book of Job is available at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
office. The cost is $10. Written by Pastor Tim Smith, there are 60 copies available; first come, first 
serve.  
 
MVL Announcements ~ Free Webinar: Give Your Best Year-End Gift Are you aware of the tools, 
legislation, and opportunities available to you to maximize your end-of-year giving? This free one-
hour webinar will give you the information you need to support the ministries you care about while 
minimizing your taxes. Join presenter Jenny Nohelty of Gift Planning Services and MVL hosts Kristin 
Matzke and Val Holzhueter on Thursday, October 22 at 6:30 pm. Visit mvl.org/calendar for the 
registration link, or for more information email Kristin at kmatzke@mvlhs.org. MVL is seeking 
housing for one of our international students. This young man is a sophomore and remained in the 
area over the summer. Host families are compensated for housing international students. If you are 
interested in serving as a host family for the school year, please contact the school office at 507-354
-6851 or email Dr. Plath at tplath@mvlhs.org. The MVLHS Association meeting scheduled for 
Sunday, October 18, will not be conducted as a normal in-person meeting. Reports will be sent out 
to the delegates in advance of the meeting. Delegates should expect to receive communications 
from MVL regarding two proposals: the addition of a Learning Coordinator position on the faculty for 
the 21-22 school year and granting MNDOT permission to erect a sound barrier along Highway 14 
when the expanded road is built. Open Position Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a 
WELS or ELS male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement.  Interested individuals should 
contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org. 
Bus Drivers Needed Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable transportation for students. With 
an increased enrollment and necessary distancing measures, we're urgently seeking MVL route 
drivers and substitute drivers for these great students. Full-time and part-time positions available 
with paid training! Interested individuals should contact Site Manager Casey Stearns at 507-995-
5387.  
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Support Group ~ St. Paul's Church is starting a support group for survivors of domestic 
(relationship) abuse. They are hoping to gather for their first group sometime during the first full 
week of October. If you, or someone you know, is interested please email survivors@splnewulm.org. 
Please join them as we gather together to support each other through God's Word.  
 
Volunteers Needed ~ Treasure Haus is looking for a few new volunteers. If you have any spare 
time please consider helping us out. If interested, please call the store and speak with a manager.  
 
LWMS Fall Rally ~ Please join us for a presentation about the mission work being done in Nepal! 
The MN Valley circuit of the LWMS will continue to have a rally this Fall on October 17, 2020 
beginning at 9 am. This rally will be held at St. Paul's here in New Ulm, however it is actually being 
hosted by Emmanuel, Owatonna. All social distancing regulations will be followed and you will be 
asked to wear a mask. Unfortunately there will not be any food served, but you certainly are 
encouraged to go out for lunch with friends to make the most of this fellowship opportunity. 
Babysitting will  be provided, but please inform the reporter in your congregation if you will need that. 
Your reporter is Carrie Schaefer. Please contact her if you wish to attend. Her contact information 
is carriehieb@yahoo.com OR 414-803-0702. Hope to see you there!  
 
Trunk or Treat at St. Paul’s School ~ Sign up at johnandpaulministries.com to DECORATE A CAR 
for Trunk or Treat on October 31st from 2 - 4 pm. How creative can you get this year? Prizes will be 
awarded for the top-voted decorated car and for the most creative way to hand out candy social-
distance style! For safety this year, only a family cohort can decorate a car together. For other 
guidelines and decorating ideas see the website!  There is a limit so sign up soon!  
 
Job Openings ~ St. Paul's Lutheran School is looking for substitute teachers. We are praying that 
we can continue in school learning throughout the school year. However, there may be a need for 
more substitute teachers that are willing to teach during the COVID pandemic. If you have a 
teaching degree and would be interested in subbing at St. Paul's in New Ulm, please contact the 
school office by email: school@splnewulm.org or by phone: 354-2329. Martin Luther College is now 
accepting applications for part-time Early Childhood Learning Center Substitute Teachers. A 
comprehensive description for this position can be found at mlc-wels.edu/hr. Interested individuals 
should apply online. Applications will be accepted through 12:00 pm (noon) on Tuesday, October 27, 
2020. Additional information and details can be obtained by contacting the Martin Luther College 
Human Resources Office at -354-8221. 
 
Staff Minister Jim Dretske sm.dretske@gmail.com 

Teacher Christine Baganz cbaganz@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Emily Stoering estoering@splnewulm.org 

St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 

 
About the Cover ~ A father told his sons to get to work on their chores. One son flat out refused but 
later went. One son willingly agreed but never went out. Jesus tried to lovingly illustrate to the priests 
and elders of Jerusalem that the tax collectors and prostitutes would enter heaven ahead of them. 
He did this to try to lead them to repentance. May we learn from Jesus’ parable so that we do repent 
of our sin and turn to him for the solution to our sin and find his grace and mercy.  


