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The Antidote for Object-Specific Apathy 
 

What do dogs, prisons and American church bodies have in common? (No, this is not a stale joke from a 
late-night comedy show). Answer: Object-Specific Apathy, more commonly known as Learned 
Helplessness.  
 
In 1967 Martin Seligman of the University of Pennsylvania conducted experiments on dogs and found out 
that the inability to control an electric shock made that test group whine as they passively lay down and 
submitted to the shock. 
 
In prisons, even the smallest decisions of inmates are so controlled that they have a similar reaction: before 
long, each one learns that life is much easier when even the most insignificant decisions are being made for 
them (As in penal systems, so in governments: some discover, too late, that in discipline there is freedom. If 
you are not willing to exercise the extraordinary self-discipline to say "no" to harmful forces, someone else 
will, inevitably, step in and decide for you). 
 
In Franz Kafka's novel The Castle, the main character has to fight a bureaucracy that assigns him to a village 
to work as a surveyor. Because of a glitch in the paperwork he finds himself in the role of a janitor. The 
Castle is the only authority with which he is able to deal. Yet he can never successfully deal with them. This 
arduous treadmill of futility finally deadens the spirit and reduces the victim to mind-numbing submission - 
even in those things that violate strong moral conviction.  
 
This can happen to church bodies, too. In a discussion with President Mischke, I was lamenting the fact that 
a Lutheran church body had made yet another landmark move away from the Bible. "You would think that 
there would be an outcry and maybe even an exodus," I suggested.  President Mischke replied calmly, "Most 
of them will probably just swallow hard." Oversight of doctrine and practice was honored more in the 
breach than in the observance.  
 
In her book, It's Dangerous to Believe, Margaret Eberstadt analyzes a formidable list of recent American 
headlines where religious free-speech is not only shouted down, but is punished as harmful to the nation. 
We are living in an environment that, increasingly, affords religious liberty only to those who oppose Christ 
and His Church. The handwriting is on the wall.  
 
During the first three centuries there was a horrible persecution of Jesus' followers by Jews and Romans. 
Some believers lost their honor. Others lost jobs, farms and relatives. Still others witnessed to Christ with 
their blood. 
 
In many cases the Roman army went from town to town, rounded up the townsfolk and made them line up 
at a community altar on an appointed day to offer a pinch of incense to Caesar (whom Rome considered to 
be a god). As they sprinkled incense into the flames, they were to say, "Caesar is Lord." To refuse to make 
the offering was construed as treason against the empire and resulted in immediate execution as an example 
to the rest of the town.  
 



You can imagine the overwhelming temptation: The inner rationalization, "Just do it and think otherwise! 
You can always repent tomorrow." In league with the flesh, Satan is whispering, "You know Caesar is no 
god! Just think of it as a mechanical act!" Add to that, the weight of pubic opinion: Scores of 
people...perhaps thousands...some of whom you admired for their strong faith...have given up the struggle 
and done the unthinkable.  The whole world seems to taunt: "Who do you think you are?  Are you better 
than all these people? You are in good company!  Just get it done and live to witness another day!"  
 
Now it's your turn. You stand before that strange altar with the words of your Savior: "Whosoever 
confesses me before men, him will I confess before my Father in heaven...."  
 
A few died rather than deny the One who died for them.  
 
What was their secret? Really, it was no secret.. "One little word" caused our enemy's downfall.  That word 
is the Good News of Jesus' dying love for us and for our salvation.  
 
The antidote for so-called Object-Specific Apathy is the conviction that our sins of thought, word and deed 
are more dangerous than a government tribunal. The forgiveness of Jesus is more compelling than the 
empty promises of the unholy trinity (devil, world and flesh). The still-small voice of Jesus' forgiveness 
silences the cacophony of popular derision. And the groan of one's last breath is the birthing-cry of 
everlasting life!  
 
This conviction is not ginned up at the eleventh hour. It is the cumulation of many years of going back to 
the Fountain of Life, the Word of God. This month we provide the antidote to Learned Helplessness as St. 
John's begins it's weekly Bible studies, Sunday school and extended worship schedule.  
 
These are no replacement for personal and family Bible study. However, these study opportunities 
supplement them. Today is the day to learn how wide and deep and high Jesus' love is for you! 
 
Cordially in Christ, 
Pastor Wayne A. Laitinen  
 

 

 

From Your Staff  Minister 
 

The school year is starting again which means that St. John’s adds more worship and Bible study 
opportunities to the schedule.  The Sunday 11:00 am worship service started on August 21.  Bible Class and 
Sunday School start on September 11.  Thursday Bible Classes start on September 15 and Friday Women’s 
Bible Study begins on September 9 and Men’s Bible Breakfast Study begins on  September 16.  Catechism 
for the St. Paul's School 7th and 8th grades begins on September 7.  Public School Catechism begins on 
August 31.  Monday Women’s Bible Study continues at 7 pm. Also, Women of St. John’s starts again on 
September 6 at 7 pm.  Please check your calendar to see in which of these opportunities you can participate! 
Kelly Emde, Staff Minister 
 
"But you, man of God, flee from all this and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and 
gentleness."  (1 Ti 6:11) 

 

 



MLC Ladies Auxiliary 
 
Thank you for your support of Martin Luther College.   
The students, faculty and staff, Governing Board and Ladies' Auxiliary appreciate your prayers on their 
behalf.   
 
The Food Bank is always in need of donations including non-perishables, gift cards and money.  Food 
donations may be placed in the designated box in the narthex.  Gift cards and monetary donations can be 
given to the MLC receptionist or Judy Gosdeck.   
 
The Auxiliary board is making preparations for the fall annual meeting which will be held at MLC 
on Saturday, October 15th, 2016.   
 
Jeneane Thiesfeldt,  
Contact person,  
359-7018 or thiesfjm@gmail.com.  
 

 

 

 

Your Synod at Work 
 

Commission on Youth and Family Ministry 

 

The mission of the Commission on Youth and Family Ministry is to “help and encourage parents, pastors, 

and youth workers to carry out ministry to the youth and families in their congregations.”  The 

commission provides materials and support to enhance the spiritual development of children from birth 

through college. 

 

The 2015 WELS convention passed a resolution that stated that calling a full-time director for the 

Commission on Youth and Family Ministry should be listed on the Synodical Council’s Unfunded Priority 

List.  Recognizing the variety of unfunded priorities and a family ministry basis for service to youth, 

families, and many adults, the Conference of Presidents has recommended to the Synodical Council that a 

full-time director be shared between the Commissions of Youth and Family Ministry and Adult 

Discipleship and that the calling for this position take place as soon as funding becomes available. 

 

The Commission on Youth and Family Ministry is currently giving support to a new venture, the WELS 

Schools of Youth and Ministry.  This project is designed to aid congregations who are either struggling 

with family ministry or wanting to expand  

or improve their efforts.  Data shows this is likely a high priority for a majority of WELS congregations.  

The project has put together workshops that include a look at current youth ministry trends; mixers, 

games, and activity planning; ministering to seventh grade and beyond; youth-driven Bible studies; the 

importance of Christian mentoring; and birth-to-sixth grade focuses.  

 



In January, 2016, the commission launched a weekly devotional series entitled “TRANSFORMED:  

Devotions Connecting Teens to Christ.”  This series of devotions has been well received and is being used 

by teens and congregations throughout the synod.  Also, the WELS Schools of Youth and Ministry was 

introduced at the summer WELS International Youth Rally that was held in Fort Collins, Colorado.   

 

While work continues to be carried out prior to a director position becoming a reality, the synod looks 

forward to having a person in place to coordinate and oversee the work going on in this important area of 

our synod’s ongoing and future ministry. 

 

Gerald Woodley 
 

 

Registration 
School Registration took place on Thursday, August 4th in the school cafeteria. Although the attendance 
numbers won’t actually be finalized until the school is in session, it appears that our enrollment will be 
lower than last year. We ended the year with 290 (87 SJ) students and look to begin the new school year 
with about 275 in grades K-8. Our enrollment at St. John’s will remain about the same (87-31.6%). A more 
accurate report will be reported in the Annual Report in January. May God be praised to have each of these 
children in the school. There are presently 36 - PreK students enrolled which includes both three and four 
year olds. 
 
Changes in Staff 
-Mr. Nick Kressin, assigned to us from MLC, will teach grades 5-6.  Nick will also serve as the athletic 
director. 
-Mrs. Amber Brown will be our full-time kindergarten paraprofessional.  This year Amber will work 
primarily with Mrs. Spike, providing assistance as a teacher’s aide and attending to the needs of a hearing 
impaired child. 
-Mrs. Lisa Thiesfeldt will teach a weekly religion class (hymnology) for Mrs. Grunwald and Mr. Kressin.  
This will allow Mrs. Grunwald to continue departmentalized science instruction in the three 5-6 rooms and 
retain some administration time for our Athletic Director. 
- Mrs. Beth Scharf will serve as the new director of the after school care (ASC) program 
 
Calendar Change 
As the new school year approached, it had become apparent that the construction of new restrooms would 
not allow us to start school on August 30 as planned.  To allow time for a thorough cleaning of the school 
building before the start of school, members of the BOCD agreed to delay the start of school to Tuesday, 
September 6. 
School begins on Tuesday, September 6th with an Opening Service shortly after 8:00. The school theme this 
year is “Grow in Grace” based on 2 Peter 3:18. May we continue to grow in the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as we live a life of thanksgiving to God for sending his Son to give his life for us. Classes for grades 
1-8 begin following an opening service. Kindergarten and Pre-Kindergarten sessions begin with the 
Wednesday schedule September 7th. Kindergarten will not have Friday classes until October 28th. No 
District 88 Busing - September 5-8 
 
 
After School Care 
Employee Tim Plocher has assumed some employee supervision and program administration 
responsibilities during the summer months as our former director, Mrs. Mallory Eckstrand, transitions 



from St. Paul’s to her new job.  Our search for a new director lasted most of the summer, but now God has 
blessed us with the employment of Mrs. Beth Scharf as the new director of the after school care (ASC) 
program.  Mrs. Scharf was director at an after school care program at Immanuel, Greenville, WI.  She will 
start working as our director the week of August 22. 
 
Teacher In-Services 
The Faculty was involved with taking CPR-AED-First Aid certification with Deb Huehn on August 2nd. 
They also attended MVL for the Area WELS Teachers In-Service on August 17 featuring presentations on 
Blood-borne Pathogens and Active Shooter. The WELS Minnesota Teachers Conference will be held in 
Stillwater on Thursday and Friday, October 20-21.  There will be no school on those dates.  
 
Updates at School Building Project 
New Playground  
Our new playground equipment is scheduled to be built around the time school begins.  We appreciated 
help provided by Brian Griebel, M&R Paving, and others as we removed old fixtures and prepared for the 
installation of used and new fixtures.  The playground committee hopes to organize volunteers to install a 
boundary fence and landscaping to separate the playground from the new road that will connect school 
parking lot to Garden Street. 
Bathroom Project 
With the change in the start date of school, the Bathroom Project is complete with Handicapped Accessible 
Bathrooms on both floors. A new entrance to the gym was constructed via the cafeteria since the old 
entrance was filled in and is now used for the bathrooms on the main level. ServiceMaster was contracted 
following construction to get the school cleaned before the school year began. Stop in and see the new 
construction! 
SJ/SP Joint Meeting 
A group of ten men met on August 16 to begin a process of studying the expenses in regard to the new 
building updates. This committee hopes to determine the portion of expenses for which St. John’s would 
be responsible. Each year maintenance costs are added to the school formula and St. John’s pays for them 
through our budget according to the enrollment of students. Since some of the items being built are 
replacing items that have worn out, such as floor tile and ceiling tile; or needed updating according to State 
Codes, like extending Fire alarm wiring for the new bathrooms; the nature of maintenance vs. capital 
expense will need to be determined so that we can pay our share of it. Since these expenses are part of the 
new building project, the money that continues to accumulate from St. John’s members into the St. Paul’s 
Building Fund will continue to cover these New Building Program expenses.  
How blest our congregation is to benefit from the expansion of the education facility! Please continue to 
keep the Building Project in your prayers. As the Lord continues to bless you, consider opportunities to 
support the Building Project of the school in addition to what you have determined to set aside each week 
for your congregation’s ministries. 
 
MNSAA Annual Report 
The MNSAA Annual Progress Report was submitted by SPLS and reviewed by MNSAA in June 2016.  
The reviewers commented that the SPLS Annual Progress Report “is in compliance with MNSAA 
requirements and no further action is required.”  MNSAA commended SPLS for providing a report that 
meets MNSAA quality expectations.  Because we submitted a satisfactory annual progress report, our 
MNSAA accreditation (which is renewed one year at a time through a seven-year cycle) has been renewed 
for 2016-17.  We will need to submit a progress report again in 2017.   
Meanwhile, we will start our work on a self-study and strategic plan for 2018.  Our next MNSAA 
accreditation visit has been scheduled for spring 2018. Principal Thiesfeldt has started the process of 



organizing a steering committee for the process that will lead up to accreditation renewal in 2018.  After we 
have our steering committee, we will form sub-committees to conduct our self- study.  
 
Calendar 
 Sep 6 School begins (No busing all week) 
 Sep 18 Jr. Choir (Gr. 5-8) sing in 11 am service 
 Sep 21 No District 88 Busing 
 Sep 25 Grades K-4 sing in 8 am service 
 Sep 26-Oct 7 Terra Nova Testing 
 Oct 9 Jr. Choir (Gr. 5-8) sing in 8 am service 
 Oct 20-21 MN District Teachers’ Conference 
 Oct 30 Grades K-4 sing in 11 am service 
 
School’s website: www.splnewulm.org/school 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
James L. Dretske,  
Administrative Teacher: jdretske@splnewulm.org 
 
 

 

 

Library News 
 

We recently had a presentation by two young ladies who are teaching in China. At the presentation, I was 
able to purchase for the library a book titled “Open Doors - Open Hearts.” It shares stories from those who 
are currently working or having worked in China and are sharing the Gospel with the Chinese people. It was 
edited by Rachel Kamin.  
 
A new devotional book for teens written by teens has been added to the library. It is titled “Imagine That!” 
There are 60 devotions written by teens who share what God has done in their life. Each devotion begins 
with a scripture reading.  
 
A new book added to the Just For Me series for young children is called “Sometimes I’m Afraid” by 
Michalene Mundy. She helps young children understand what it means to be afraid and how to find courage 
and support from their love ones and friends.  
 
A new CD has been added that has split-track versions of 16 favorite hymns for children. It includes hymns 
like “To God be the Glory,” “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” and “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.” It 
was produced by Cedarmont Kids. It could be used by the Sunday school or parents.  
 
The directions for checking out materials from the library are on the pink card on the right side of the 
credenza. The check out period is 3 weeks and materials can be renewed by writing a note in the return 
basket. If you have any questions about using materials from the library, please write a note and leave it in 
the return basket.  
 
Eleanor Runke 
Church Librarian 
 



 

 

 

 

Archives 
 

School Days Then 
 
It’s time again to review our commitment to Christian education and our relationship with St. Paul’s 
School.  Hope the names and numbers bring back some memories.  That relationship has been a significant 
part of St. John’s history.  Selected dates reflect the school year beginning in August.  St. John’s first year 
was 1949 and the arrangement with St. Paul’s School was less formal during the early years.  Total 
enrollment reports are not given for every year.  Comparisons note both increases and declines over the 
years. 
 
1956-57, Pastor was Rollin Reim.  The principal was Arthur Glende.  The school was then located across 
the street from St. Paul’s church.  A September service bulletin reports an increase in enrollment from 350 
to 420 in four years and the opening of a new classroom and the dedication of the renovated and enlarged 
school.  [This appears to be a high compared to reports for following years.]  The 1955 annual report lists 
estimated support for St. Paul’s School at $2,400. 
 
1966-67, Pastor was Frederick Nitz.  Henry Krenz was the new principal (Theodore Pelzl had been acting 
principal).  Other faculty: Mrs. Robert Kolb, David Schweppe, Mrs. Arthur Glende, Miss Norma 
Duesterhoeft; Mr. Gene Hoyord was the college supervisor for the DMLC student teachers. Eighty-one 
students were from St. John’s.  Special support for the school was listed in the 1966 budget at $7,140. 
 
1991-92, Pastor was David Kolander; David Zabel was Director of Christian Education.  Principal was 
Dale Markgraf.  Other teachers called by St. John’s were Jean Schroeder, Marlene Wendler and Wendy 
Ristow.  Total enrollment was reported at 331 with 123 from St. John’s.  Additional support was listed at 
$71,399 in a 1991 financial report. 
 
2006-07, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James Dretske.  
Principal was Mike Koestler.  The 2006 budget lists $65,195 by way of additional support besides the 
salaries of 5 teachers called by St. John’s. Students from St. John’s numbered 70 of 253 (K-8). 
 
2015-16, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James Dretske.  
Principal was Greg Thiesfeldt.  Emphasis on “A Time to Build” anticipating remodeling and expansion. 
Report on work in progress as of July: “Looks awesome.”  Of the 282 students (K-8) 86 were from St. 
John’s.  Students from St. John’s continued to benefit from tuition offsets of $500 per child.  Parents paid 
tuition totaling $38,900.  The budgeted amount for special support, in addition to the salaries of four 
teachers, for 2016 was $145,409. 
 
Obviously there were many changes but an unchanged commitment to Christian education. 
 
Bob Krueger 
kruegerh@mlc-wels.edu 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Cards of  Caring 
 
The Cards of Caring group will resume its continuing project of making cards for our homebound 
members and others for special occasions on Saturdays, September 10 and October 1, 2016. Note the use 
of the earlier Saturdays in the months.  
 
We will again meet at 308 S. Washington St. between  
9 am and 12 pm. Come as your schedule permits. We welcome MLC students and St. John’s members in  
5th grade and older.  
 
Contact Lois Willems with questions at 359-7403. 
 

 

 

 
 

September Offering Envelope 
 
St. John’s recognizes the importance of supporting the future called workers of the WELS and has created 
the Ministerial Student Scholarship Fund as a means of assistance to St. John’s members training for 
service in the ministry.  
 
These funds are equally distributed to the St. John’s members who are third and fourth year students at 
Martin Luther College or attending the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.  
 

 

 

 
 

 September Sermon Texts 
 

Sep. 4 Luke 14:25-33 Counting the Cost  
  of Discipleship 
 

Sep. 11 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 Forgiveness: 
  Most Difficult of All Virtues 
 

Sep. 18 Luke 16:1-13 What Can a Christian  
  Learn from a Crook 
 

Sep. 25 Luke 16:19-31 You Will take It With You 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Council Digest - August 2016 
 

• Membership Changes 
 Transfers Out 
  John and Hannah Spivey; (Aubrielle) to  
   Peace, N. Mankato, MN  
 Profession of Faith 
  Joshua Hartwig  
 Adult Confirmation 
  Shari Black 
 
• Ministrations 
 Baptisms 
  17 Aug Adelia Sue Hanevik 
  17 Aug Elijah Walter Hanevik 

 
 • The Board of Elders continues preparation for the  extension of a call to replace Pastor Laitinen when he  
 retires at the end of the calendar year.  Position descriptions for our pastors in their respective roles  
 are being reviewed and arrangements have been made for a congregational assessment conducted by a 
 Minnesota District president Charles Degner on Sunday, October 2, at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship  
 Hall.  All members of the congregation are invited to participate and light refreshments will be arranged by 
 the Evangelism Board.  Following that meeting, a single-purpose congregational call meeting will be 
scheduled for late October or early November.   
 • Vice President Gerald Woodley has organized a Nominating Committee to identify candidates to fill  
 the various congregational boards and committees at  the October voters’ meeting. 
• Treasurer Paul Gunderson and Financial Secretary James Grunwald have organized the budget   
 preparation process for 2017.  A preliminary proposal will be prepared with input from all boards, reviewed 
by the council at its September meeting, finalized at the October meeting and presented to the voters on 
 October 25. 
 • Trustee David Rausch anticipates the need to repair or replace the church’s water softener. 
 • St. John’s member Brad Price, who serves as WELS Prison Ministry director, has been elected treasurer 
of  the Minnesota River Pastors’ Conference.  He requested and was granted permission to use the St. 
 John’s Employee Identification Number (EIN) to establish a checking account on behalf of the   
 conference. 
 • The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 20, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

  Submitted by Steven Thiesfeldt,  
  Congregational Chairman 
 

 

 

 
 
 



Women of  St. John’s 
 
The October get-together will be held at a local restaurant on Tuesday, October 4th. This event, Ladies 
Night Out, includes a devotion, meal and fellowship. Please watch for announcements in future weekend 
bulletins for information on the location, cost and sign-up. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir Rehearsals  
Begin Again Soon 

 
 
The St. John’s Mixed Choir serves to enhance our worship by bringing God’s Word to his people in song.  
 
What a privilege and joy to praise our Savior and proclaim the gospel message through music!  
 
All adult, high school, and eighth grade members of St. John’s are welcome to participate in the Mixed 
Choir. 
 
There is no audition and you do not need to know how to read music to sing in the choir. 
 
The choir sings approximately once or twice a month and prepares settings of hymns, psalms and anthems 
from a broad range of musical styles. 
 
 
Rehearsals will be held in the St. John’s balcony on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
The first rehearsal will be on Wednesday, September 7. 
 
If you have any questions please contact the St. John’s Mixed Choir director, Adrian Smith at  
248-505-3410 or smithar@mlc-wels.edu  

 

 

Church Service on T.V.  
Mondays: 6 pm 
Tuesdays: 1 pm 

Thursdays: 10 am 
on 

Comcast Channel 14 
NU Telecom Channel 3 



 
 
 

THE CHOIR IN LUTHERAN WORSHIP 
        by James Tiefel  

Professor at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
 

This is a story about the church choir, but it's not a story only for present or potential choir members. It's a 
story for everyone who worships in a Lutheran Church. 
 
"Special thanks to the choir for beautifying our worship today." What a nice thing to say! Choir members 
are pleased when the pastor compliments them or, for that matter, when anyone finds their music to be 
beautiful. There is plenty of ugliness in our sinful world, and music in worship restores some of the beauty 
that was lost after the fall into sin. 
 
But is adding beauty the primary objective of the Lutheran choir? Actually, the choir has other functions 
that are equally if not more important. The music of the choir should not be less than beautiful, but it 
should also be more. 
 
When we gather for public worship, we worship our Savior God by proclaiming the good news about 
Jesus. This is the commission Jesus gave his people, and we show how much Jesus is worth to us when we 
carry out his commission. We cannot do all this work on our own, however; we call our pastor to proclaim 
the gospel on our behalf during public worship. But we do some of this work ourselves also in worship. 
When we confess our sins, when we speak the Creed, and when we sing Christian hymns, we are retelling 
the story of God's love. 
 
The Lutheran choir assists both the pastor and the members as they proclaim the gospel in worship. The 
choir assists the members by supplying rehearsed voices to help worshipers sing new and difficult songs 
and hymns. The choir heightens the joy of hymn singing by offering special settings of stanzas on festival 
days. The choir assists the pastor, too. It enhances the Scripture readings as it adds beauty and variety to the 
psalms and scripture verses that punctuate the lessons. The choir often sings an anthem and, as it does, it 
proclaims the good news just as the pastor does in his sermons and the members do in their hymns. You'll 
often notice that the choir anthem invariably amplifies the worship theme of a particular Sunday as its text 
matches the focus of the lessons and sermon. 
 
The choir’s ministry is to proclaim the gospel and help others to do so. In fact, that is the choir's primary 
purpose in Lutheran worship. The next time you want to compliment a member of your church choir, why 
not say, "Thank you for helping me worship today and for strengthening my faith."  

 
Come and join us as we participate in this important ministry through music  

at St. John’s! 
 

 

 

 


