
 

 



 

 

Worship Notes 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

April 6/7, 2019 
 

Prayer before worship: Dear God, we know that we have separated ourselves from you by our 
sin. But in love for us, you sent your Son to connect us to you again. You have grafted us into your 
family tree by your grace. Now, by that same grace, keep us connected to you by your Word and 
Sacraments until that great and glorious day when you call us home to you in heaven. We ask it for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen.  
 

Order of  Service: Service of  Word and Sacrament page 26 
 

OPENING HYMN There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood  CW 112 
 
 
FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 43:16-24 

PSALM of  the DAY Psalm 73    CW p. 94 
 
 
SECOND LESSON  Romans 11:11-21 

Again I ask: Did they stumble 
so as to fall beyond recovery? 
Not at all! Rather, because of  
their transgression, salvation 
has come to the Gentiles to 
make Israel envious. But if  
their transgression means riches 
for the world, and their loss 

means riches for the Gentiles, 
how much greater riches will 
their fullness bring! I am talking 
to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I 
am the apostle to the Gentiles, 
I make much of  my ministry in 
the hope that I may somehow 
arouse my own people to envy 

and save some of  them. For if  
their rejection is the 
reconciliation of  the world, 
what will their acceptance be 
but life from the dead? If  the 
part of  the dough offered as 
firstfruits is holy, then the 
whole batch is holy; if  the root 

This is what the LORD says-- 
he who made a way through 
the sea, a path through the 
mighty waters, who drew out 
the chariots and horses, the 
army and reinforcements 
together, and they lay there, 
never to rise again, 
extinguished, snuffed out like a 
wick: "Forget the former 
things; do not dwell on the 
past. See, I am doing a new 
thing! Now it springs up; do 
you not perceive it? I am 

making a way in the desert and 
streams in the wasteland. The 
wild animals honor me, the 
jackals and the owls, because I 
provide water in the desert and 
streams in the wasteland, to 
give drink to my people, my 
chosen, the people I formed 
for myself  that they may 
proclaim my praise. Yet you 
have not called upon me, O 
Jacob, you have not wearied 
yourselves for me, O Israel. 
You have not brought me 

sheep for burnt offerings, nor 
honored me with your 
sacrifices. I have not burdened 
you with grain offerings nor 
wearied you with demands for 
incense. You have not bought 
any fragrant calamus for me, or 
lavished on me the fat of  your 
sacrifices. But you have 
burdened me with your sins 
and wearied me with your 
offenses."  



 

 

    
GENERAL VERSE  p. 30  
 
 
GOSPEL  Luke 20:9-19 

    
HYMN of  the DAY Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness CW 376 
 
 
SERMON  Romans 11:11-21 
 

Grafted and Grateful 
 
 
NICENE CREED  p. 31 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 

He went on to tell the people 
this parable: A man planted a 
vineyard, rented it to some 
farmers and went away for a 
long time. At harvest time he 
sent a servant to the tenants so 
they would give him some of  
the fruit of  the vineyard. But 
the tenants beat him and sent 
him away empty-handed. He 
sent another servant, but that 
one also they beat and treated 
shamefully and sent away 
empty-handed. He sent still a 
third, and they wounded him 
and threw him out. "Then the 
owner of  the vineyard said, 

'What shall I do? I will send my 
son, whom I love; perhaps they 
will respect him.'  
But when the tenants saw him, 
they talked the matter over. 
'This is the heir,' they said. 
'Let's kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.' So 
they threw him out of  the 
vineyard and killed him. "What 
then will the owner of  the 
vineyard do to them? He will 
come and kill those tenants and 
give the vineyard to others." 
When the people heard this, 
they said, "May this never be!"  
Jesus looked directly at them 

and asked, "Then what is the 
meaning of  that which is 
written: 'The stone the builders 
rejected has become the 
capstone'? Everyone who falls 
on that stone will be broken to 
pieces, but he on whom it falls 
will be crushed."  The teachers 
of  the law and the chief  priests 
looked for a way to arrest him 
immediately, because they knew 
he had spoken this parable 
against them. But they were 
afraid of  the people.  

 

is holy, so are the branches. If  
some of  the branches have 
been broken off, and you, 
though a wild olive shoot, have 
been grafted in among the 
others and now share in the 
nourishing sap from the olive 

root, do not boast over those 
branches. If  you do, consider 
this: You do not support the 
root, but the root supports you.  
You will say then, "Branches 
were broken off  so that I could 
be grafted in." Granted. But 

they were broken off  because 
of  unbelief, and you stand by 
faith. Do not be arrogant, but 
be afraid. For if  God did not 
spare the natural branches, he 
will not spare you either.  



 

 

PRAYERS and LORD’S PRAYER  p. 32 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT  p. 33 
 To our worship guests seeking an altar at which to commune:  Since the Lord's Supper is an  
 expression of  outward unity in the faith as well as inner union with Christ, we ask that those 
 who are not communicant members of  our fellowship please schedule a meeting with the pastor 
 before coming to the Lord's Table.  We ask this in loving obedience to the Scriptures and not in 
 judgment of  anyone's faith, sincerity, or standing before God. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION  I Come, O Savior, to Your Table CW 310  
HYMN 
 

†  †  † 
 
 
PREACHER Pastor Rob Guenther 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Jeff  Bovee 
ORGANIST Adrian Smith 
 
 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: Athanasian Creed 
 11 am St. Paul’s School Groundbreaking Service (PreK-K sing) 
 7 pm Pre-Confirmation Meeting 
Mon 10:30 am Funeral for Val Reinke 
 10:30 am Stewardship Meeting 
 7 pm Evangelism Meeting 
 7 pm Trustees Meeting 
Tue 11 am Funeral for Norma Sieh 
 6 pm Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 
Wed 4 & 6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Services 
 4:45 - 6 pm Fellowship Supper  
 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
Thu 10:30 am Adult Bible Class 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class 
Fri 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God” 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: Revelation 
 6:30 pm Youth Group: Decorate for Easter for Kids at St. Paul’s School 
Sat 8 am Youth Group: Help with Easter for Kids at St. Paul’s School 
 9 am Easter for Kids at St. Paul’s School 
 7 pm MLC Wind Symphony Concert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Apr 14 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: Athanasian Creed 
 5 pm Marriage Tune-Up 
Apr 15 7 pm Council Meeting 
Apr 16 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
 6:30 pm Confirmation Rehearsal 
 7 pm Mixed Choir Rehearsal (basement) 
 8 pm Choir / Brass Rehearsal (balcony) 
Apr 17 7 pm MVL Sacred Concert 
Apr 18 4 & 6:30 pm Maundy Thursday Services 
Apr 19 12 pm Tre Ore Service at St. Paul’s Church 
 7 pm Tenebrae Service 
Apr 20 10 am Youth Group: Decorate the church basement 
  NO Saturday Service 
Apr 21 7 & 9:30 am Easter Sunday Services 
 8 am Easter Brunch 
Apr 22  Church office closed 

 

†  Upcoming Services  † 
 

Wednesday: 4 & 6:30 pm 
Saturday: 6:30 pm 

Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11 am 



 

 

ST. JOHN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 659. The Midweek services were attended by 455. 

With the Lord ~ are Valera Reinke and Norma Sieh, both of whom departed this life on Tuesday. 
Even in our sorrow we rejoice that our sisters in Christ are now in heaven and that we shall see them 
again in glory.  
 
Youth Group ~ Sign up on the board in the narthex if you can help set up for Easter for Kids on 
Friday, April 12 at 6:30 pm and also to help at the Easter for Kids event on Saturday, April 13 at 8 am. 
Both of these dates will be at St. Paul’s School. Also, sign up if you can help decorate our church 
basement on Saturday, April 20 from 10 am - 12 pm and help serve the Easter brunch on April 21.  
 
 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

St. Paul’s School Groundbreaking Service ~ After years of planning, it is nearly time for the 
school building project to begin!  We invite you to a special service in the St. Paul's School gym on 
Sunday, April 7, at 11 am. The service will be followed by a groundbreaking ceremony outside and a 
potluck meal back inside the school. Meat, dessert, beverages, and tableware will be provided for the 
meal. Please bring a side dish or salad to share. No crockpots, please.  
 
A Time to Build Campaign Update ~ The building fund balance is over $2 million! Our Ground-
breaking Service and Ceremony is this weekend at 11 am at St. Paul's School! Construction begins 
April 8! What blessings! What a reason to give thanks!  
 
Easter for Kids ~ Join us April 13th, 9 am - 12 pm for Easter for Kids at St. Paul’s School! Drop the 
kids off (PreK3-4th grade) for a fun, Christ-centered morning. They will enjoy crafts, games, snacks, 
watch a special Easter Veggie Tales movie and hear the good news of our risen Savior! Registration is 
NOW OPEN at splnewulm.org/church/family-events/easter-for-kids/. 
 
MLC Wind Symphony Concert ~ The Martin Luther College Wind Symphony invites you to attend 
its upcoming concert, “Music of the American West,” as part of its spring 2019 tour. The group will 
be performing a concert here in the MLC Auditorium on April 13 at 7:30 pm. Music on the program 
is inspired by places or events connected to this great part of the country. Works on the program 
include “Grand Canyon Fanfare” by James Newton Howard, “Ghost Train” by Eric Whitacre, 
“Hymn to a Blue Hour” by John Mackey, “An American Elegy” by Frank Ticheli, and “El Camino 
Real” by Alfred Reed. Connected with this concert is the Jr. Knights Band Festival, which brings 
together young musicians from WELS grade schools in and around the New Ulm area. These students 
will perform side-by-side with their college counterparts. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 
 

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $14,435 Home Operations ~ $14,806 is our weekly need  
 $654 MVL ~ $1,140 is our weekly need $225 Food & Fellowship 
 $952 Missions ~ $1,681 is our weekly need $45 K-12 Education Assistance 
 $1,145 Building Fund ~ $1,603 is our weekly need $10 LWMS 



 

 

SW MN Area Chorale ~ will present two free concerts of sacred music on Sunday, April 7th. The 
first will be held at St. John’s, Fairfax at 2 pm and the second at St. Paul’s, St. James at 7 pm. The 
theme of this year’s concert is Go To the Lamb. It will feature a variety of selections by Keith and 
Kristyn Getty, Mary McDonald, Mark Hayes, and G. F. Handel, to name a few. The Southwest 
Minnesota Area Lutheran Chorale was organized in 1982, under the direction of Pastor David Kehl 
of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Redwood Falls and Pastor Mark Zarling of St. 
Matthew's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Danube. Over the years, volunteer singers from ELS and 
WELS congregations have come from as far as Balaton, Dawson, Hutchinson, Winsted, Arlington, St. 
James, and many communities in between. Beginning each January, the group meets at Redwood Falls 
for rehearsals in preparation for two concerts in early spring. Offerings gathered at the concerts 
go toward a mission project selected by the members. No auditions are required to join the group--
just a desire to sing God's praises and share the good news of salvation through our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. The Chorale is directed by Rev. James Renz of St. James, and Linette Scharlemann of 
Fairfax. There are approximately 50 singers participating this year, as well as several instrumentalists. 
Their accompanist is Julie Huhnerkoch of Redwood Falls. A freewill donation will be collected during 
the concert. Proceeds, after expenses, will go toward the Hmong Outreach in Vietnam, where the 
Vietnamese government has invited WELS to build a theological training facility in the capital city of 
Hanoi. More information on this mission can be found at wels.net/serving-others/missions/asia/
vietnam/. Following the concert refreshments will be served in the church basement. Please join us.  
 
Summit Avenue Music Series ~ season finale is Sunday, April 14, at 3 pm in the Martin Luther 
College Chapel of the Christ and will feature world renowned, pianist Lydia Artymiw and cellist 
Wilhelmina Smith. Purchase tickets in advance through SummitAvenueMusic.com/tickets/, at the 
New Ulm Chamber of Commerce (1 N. Minnesota St.), or call 507-233-9141 to leave a message. 
Tickets may also be purchased at the door on the day of.  
 
LWMS Spring Rally and Convention ~ The spring rally of the Lutheran Women's Missionary 
Society is coming soon. It will be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Jordan (note change of venue) 
on April 27th. The ladies at Trinity would like to know how many are planning to attend. Children are 
welcome and sitters will be ready and waiting for them. The sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please sign 
up by April 21st. The rally is only in the morning. Registration at 8 am and devotion, meeting, and 
presentation (Jesus on the Rez- 125th anniversary of the Apache Mission) begin at 9 am. The rally 
ends with lunch at noon.  
 
MVL Announcements ~ Summer Sports Camps MVL summer sports camps offer area youth a fun 
opportunity to improve their fundamentals for the game and learn from MVL's own coaches and 
players. Visit mvl.org to download a registration form now through April 26. Spring Musical The MVL 
Drama Department is excited to announce its spring play will be the classic musical Bye Bye Birdie. 
Three performances will take place in the MVL gym: May 3 and May 4 at 7 pm and May 5 at 2 pm. 
Visit mvl.org or facebook.com/mvlhs for more information. 
 
St. Paul’s School Dig In Gala ~ There is a ton of fun being planned for the Dig In Gala on May 10! 
The Gala Committee is collecting memories connected to St. Paul’s Lutheran School. We’d like to 
hear your most humorous or poignant moments from your connection to the school. What moment 
stands out as meaningful, one that you will never forget? Please use this link to share that 
memory https://goo.gl/forms/vxIPn6VRP474GuMv1. Tickets can be purchased online at 
https://digingala2019.eventbrite.com, or in person at St. Paul's or St. John's church offices, or at the 
school office. Cost of the tickets are $25 a piece, $40 per couple, or $200 for a table of 10. For more 
information about the Gala, please visit our page on Eventbrite using the above link.  
 



 

 

Camp Shetek ~ Camp Shetek will be held June 16 - 22, 2019 this summer in the Lake Shetek State 
Park Zuya Group Center. Campers who will be entering Grade 4 through 9 in the 2019 / 2020 school 
year are eligible to come to camp this summer. The 2019 Registration and Health Forms are now 
available at our web site: www.campshetek.org. If you wish, you may print off these forms and mail 
them with your deposit or camp fees paid in full to Pastor Renz at 715 7th Ave. N, St. James, MN 
56081. Or, if you prefer, you may register online. The ability to register online is open. If you have any 
questions, please email at jrenzner@yahoo.com.  
 
Job Openings ~ Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for one regular full-time 
Early Childhood Learning Center Assistant Teacher and for one temporary/summer Paint Crew 
Lead. Comprehensive descriptions of these positions can be found at mlc-wels.edu/hr. Interested 
individuals should apply online. Applications will be accepted through 12:00 pm (noon) on Tuesday, 
April 9, 2019. Additional information and details can be obtained by contacting the Martin Luther 
College Human Resources Office at 507-354-8221. Bethany Lutheran College has several openings 
available. Go to www.blc.edu/employment for more information. Jesus Loves Me Learning Center 
in North Mankato is taking applications for a full-time teacher's aide. Teacher aides are vital here at 
JLMLC. We offer competitive wages and fun filled days! Call (507-508-2041) or email 
(directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com) with questions.  Nanny Needed ~ for 3-4 days per week. 
The hours and pay are negotiable. Contact Rachel Smith at 507-766-7353 or 
Rachel.mattek@gmail.com. 
 
Staff Minister Kelly Emde kremde@comcast.net 
Administrative Teacher Jim Dretske jdretske@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Jean Schroeder jschroeder@splnewulm.org 
St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 
 

About the Cover ~ The Apostle Paul uses the picture of  branches being grafted into a tree to 

describe what God in his grace has done for us: He has connected us to himself  by his grace. But 
he also warns that if  others, natural branches who belonged, were broken off  of  God’s family tree 

by their unbelief, we too can be cut off  if  we don’t continue in God’s kindness. We pray that God 
would keep us connected to him and his grace always!  

 


