
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL SAINTS AND ANGELS, TOO 
 
Revelation 5:9-10 -- And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language 
and people and nation.  10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they 
will reign on the earth." Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and 
the elders. In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"  14 The four living 
creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 
In the book of Revelation we are allowed to take a glimpse into the scene behind the curtain into heaven itself. 
That is what St. John saw and what he describes to us. The Holy Spirit showed it to him so that both he and we 
find joy and comfort in the promise of what awaits us there through the redemption Jesus wrought for us by his 
perfect life and innocent death in our place. 
 
Our English translations don’t bear this out very well, but the original Greek text indicates that in heaven, as saints 
and angels gather before the throne of God, they are singing antiphonally, that is, back and forth to one another. 
Perhaps it would be diagramed this way: 
 
5:9 “And they sang a new song saying: 
Mankind: “Worthy you are to take the book and to open the seals of it, because you were slaughtered, 
and redeemed us for God, in your blood, from every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation.  
Angels:  “And you made them to be a kingdom and priests to God, and they will reign on the earth.’ ” 
 
On November 1, we celebrate All Saints Day. We commemorate how saints, both in the Church Militant on earth, 
as well as those in the Church Triumphant in heaven rejoice in the victory that is ours over Satan, sin, and death 
through the triumphant work of our Lord Jesus Christ who died on the cross to pay the debt for our sins, and rose 
again to prove our salvation.  
 
We are also reminded that we are not the only ones who celebrate; the holy angels also join our celebration. Jesus 
once said, “There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents (Luke 
15:10)." The Holy angels take delight in the salvation of mankind. They are pleased to share heaven with us. They 
celebrate our redemption and rejoice in our exaltation before the throne of God.  
 
What a joyous event that will be, when on the last day we shall reunite with all the saints of old – prophets, 
apostles, relatives and friends – all who have died in faith, and sing together a new song, that is, not the song of 
sadness and condemnation, but the song of joy, peace, forgiveness, immortality, and praise to God. For the new 
song in the gospel that Jesus saved us.  

November 2018 



 
Of course, the purpose of All Saints Day is to remind us that we do not have to wait until we reach heaven. We 
sing the new song here and now. And even though we cannot yet see them, already we sing the same praises here 
on earth that the glorified people and their angelic counterparts sing in heaven. At this time our voices may not 
emit the praises in perfect strains, in fact we may sing off key. But our songs are made acceptable through Jesus 
Christ our Savior whose perfect righteousness has been put to our credit through him. What is more, the day will 
come when our voices will be perfected, and what we have become through faith in Christ will be made known. 
We shall sing:  
"To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and 
ever!" Amen, and Amen. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee 
 
 
 

 

Our Synod at Work 
 

“For the Generations to Come” 
 
WELS Congregational Services has produced a booklet entitled “For the Generations to Come.”  For the first 140 
years of WELS’ existence, the synod’s membership grew steadily.  However, since the early 1990s, WELS 
membership has been in decline.  More of a concern is the fact that the rate of that decline has been increasing in 
recent years.  We will spend the next two columns reviewing the “For the Generations to Come” booklet.  In this 
month’s column, we will describe the “problem” and next month take a look at the “plan” the Synod has put 
together to address the problem. 
 
The statistics at the present time are indeed troubling.  Today, WELS has 360,000 members in 1,272 congregations.  
If present trends continue, in twenty years, which is only one generation, WELS will lose 73,000 members and 
between 250 and 300 congregations.  In forty years, WELS would be down to only 175,000 members and will be 
down to around 500 congregations nationwide.  Only 134,000 of those members would be communicant members. 
 
When you think about the ministry of WELS such things as sending missionaries into our nation and the world; 
training future pastors and teachers and staff ministers; and producing major resources such as a catechism and 
hymnal often come into mind.  However, the ability to do all those things in predicated upon WELS having strong 
congregations that can support those efforts.  If WELS loses thousands of members, that affects our ability to send 
out missionaries and if WELS closes hundreds of churches, that has massive implications for our worker training 
system. 
 
Since 2015, WELS Congregational Services has been working on an intensive two-year study of our membership 
trends to try to identify the sources of our decline.  They came up with several sources:  (1) More deaths—the 
median age in WELS is almost 43, which is more than five years older than the national average; (2) Fewer births—
in the 1960s it was common for families to have three or four children, while today two is the norm.  For example, 
infant baptisms have dropped from 8,000 to around 5,000; (3) Back-Door Losses—in the last generation, WELS 
has lost almost a quarter million members out the back door and these back-door losses come disproportionally 
from younger WELS members; and (4) Low Adult Confirmation Ratios—WELS has only one adult confirmation 
for every 83 communicant members. 
 
The statistics and information presented in this column can be depressing.  However, in Genesis 17:7, the Lord 
said, “I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you 
for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.”  The Synod has 



produced a five-year strategy to address the statistical decline that can be summed up as “opening the front door 
and shutting the back door.”  Next month we will look at the elements of that five-year strategy. 
 
Gerald Woodley 
 

 

 

 

Archives 
 

Saints Triumphant 
 
Each year in November on Saints Triumphant Sunday we take note of those members whose deaths we celebrated 
during the past year and thus have joined the Church Triumphant with their Savior in heaven.  This month we’ll 
also note some others from past years which might also bring back some special memories. 
 
1958, Pastor was Rollin Reim: Ora Weise (age 56). 
 
1968, Pastor was Frederick Nitz: Viola Macho (age 58), Judith Gronholz (age 23), Albert Wieland (age 81). 
 
1993, Pastor was David Kolander; Director of Christian Education was David Zabel: Arthur Kohn (age 85), 
Mildred Koosmann (age 82), Theophil “Art” Machau (age 84), Elaine Vorwerk (age74), Dean Brandes (age 46), 
Fred Kroeger (age 99), Raymond Laabs (age 69), Walter Sill (age 76), Laverna Tanley (age 74), Frieda Comnick (age 
91). 
 
2008, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James Dretske: Paul 
Lindemann (age 82), Robert Schultz (age 87),  Marilyn Freyholtz (age 78), Donald Miller (age 84), Loreen Starke 
(age 85), Harold “Bud” Schroeder (age 83). 
 
2018, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Rob Guenther; Administrative Teacher was James Dretske; Kelly 
Emde was Staff Minister: William Brei (age 94), Sheryl Carroll (age 65), Alvin Resoft (age 92), Dale Mack (age 
68), Dean Gutzke (age 85), Bennett and Kayden Hansen. 
 
This month’s Archives report is brief but important for it emphasizes that our time on earth as Christians who 
believe in a risen and living Savior who have an even greater goal and hope in life which may be realized at any age 
or time.  It also reminds us that St. John’s past is important for the future—even beyond life in this world. 
 

By way of an added note: the total number of deaths and burials since 1951 is 392. 
 

Bob Krueger 
 

 

 

Youth Group 

Youth in grades 6-12 may join us for the annual leaf raking service project on Saturday, Nov 17.  
 
We will meet at the church at 9 am and go until 12:30 pm.  
 
Lunch will be provided at church.  
 

 

 

 



 

From Your Staff  Minister 
 

St. John’s needs confirmed male members to become a regular part of the ushering crew for each of the services. 
You would be committed to every other month. If interested, please contact David Bellig or myself. 
 
“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.  Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king.  In fact, for this reason I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.  Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”  
(John 18:37) 
 
Kelly Emde 
 

 

 

 

Council Digest 
 
The St. John’s Church Council met on October 16.  The majority of the meeting was used to prepare for the 
voters’ meeting a week later.  Thirty-one voters were present on Tuesday evening, October 23, for the third quarter 
voters’ meeting.  A combined summary of reports and action from those meetings not reported elsewhere in the 
Fortress follows: 
 
The voters ratified earlier Church Council action by approving membership changes from the last quarter.  
Transfers 
 Alan and Jennifer Uher; Bethany, Kristin from Mount Calvary, Waukesha, WI 
Release 
 Brandon Forst 
Baptism 
 30 Sep William Deacon Price 
 6 Oct Annika Mae Enter 
 19 Oct Luke Gerald Swenstad 
 
Following reports from the called workers, congregational officers, boards and committees, three items of new 
business were considered. 
 
A report listing candidates for elective and appointive positions from the Nominating Committee prepared by 
President Steven Thiesfeldt was approved.  Unless noted otherwise, the following individuals were elected to 
three year terms on the church council beginning January 1, 2019: Dan Borgwardt (Board of Stewardship chair 
for a term expiring in 2020); Bill Dinse (Board of Elders chair); Elver Niebuhr (secretary); and Steven Thiesfeldt 
(president).  The Board of Trustees chair position remains unfilled.  The following appointments for the same 
timeframe were also ratified: David Gosdeck and Earl Heidtke (Endowment Fund Committee); Jonathan 
Bleick, Jon Hermanson, Jon Schaeffer and Nick Schmoller (Board of Youth and Education); Mark Berdan, 
Luke Dinse, and Kurt Karstens (Board of Trustees); Steve Pearson (Evangelism); Tim Fischer and Mike 
Goeglein (MVL Delegate); and Joel Black (MVL delegate alternate).  Two Board of Stewardship positions and a 
Board of Elders position also remain vacant.  The council will continue to work at filling the vacant positions by 
the annual meeting in January and present the names for ratification at the annual meeting.  If you are a voting 
member and willing to serve in one of these positions (or know of someone you would like to nominate), please 
contact Nominating Committee chair Steve Thiesfeldt. 

 
The 2019 congregational budget recommended by the church council and presented by Treasurer Paul Gunderson 
was approved by the voters.  The $999,980 budget includes salary increases averaging between 1.5% and 3% for 
our workers.  The portion of the budget supporting worker compensation and ongoing expenses (office 
supplies, plant maintenance and improvement, debt repayment, etc.) is $847,876.  The remaining $152,104 



represents two percent increases for our congregational mission offering ($87,394), MVL support ($59,303) and 
adjustments based on an updated per communicant calculation for smaller ministries like the Lutheran 
Institutional Ministry Association (LIMA), the Lutheran Chapel Service and Jesus Cares. 

 
A recommendation from the council through the Board of Elders to move the later midweek Advent services and 
Saturday evening services to 6:30 p.m. (the latter effective January 1, 2019) was approved. 

 
The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 20, and the annual voters’ meeting, for Tuesday, 
January 22, 2019. 

 
Steven R. Thiesfeldt, 
Congregational chairman 
 

 

 

Library News 

Thank You to Eleanor Runke who has served as the church librarian for 16 years at St. John's. The library has 
always been in such good order because Eleanor tirelessly always worked to make sure everything was easy to find, 
and also that we had the best and latest reading materials and video selections. We cannot thank her enough, but let 
her know that her services were deeply appreciated.  
 
Our church library will be having a give-away during the weekend of Nov 3/4 in the new narthex. These items are 
no longer needed or used by the library and will be free to take.  
 
Thank you.  
Your new church librarian,  
LeiLani Rahn.   
 

 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
 

www.splnewulm.org/school   
 
This Quarter at School 
School began on Tuesday, September 4th, with the MVL shared theme from Psalm 126:3 “The Lord has done great 
things for us, and we are filled with joy.” 

Mr. Pete Markgraf has been filling the Interim Principal Call faithfully as the school year reaches the end of the 
first quarter. Mrs. Connie Weilage is being used to fill part-time teaching roles in grades 5-8. She was hired as a 
paraprofessional in the PreK room for the afternoon sessions as sessions have grown to maximum levels. Mrs. 
Kate Carlovsky is teaching a pair of afternoon PreK sessions. She continues as paraprofessional during the 
morning sessions.  

There are a total of 274 (93 SJ 33.9%) students enrolled in Grades K-8 and 54 children in PreK  
Students in grades three through eight took the first of three MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) tests to be 
taken this year. Focusing on the areas of math, reading, and language, these formative tests provide immediate 
results that teachers can use to shape instruction for their classrooms. 

The WELS Minnesota Teachers Conference was held at St. Croix Lutheran Academy in West St. Paul on 
Thursday and Friday, October 19-20. 

A call list is being sought for a Call meeting to Call a Full-time Principal to be held at St. Paul’s Church at 6:30 on 
November 1st. 



The BOCD has recommended a part-time secretary position to their church council as extra hours have been 
needed to handle additional financial needs that have increased with regard to increased Early Childhood 
enrollment and Raider Kids Care. 

 
Building Project at St. Paul’s 
The Lord has continued to bless the project with continued gifts from members of both St. Paul’s and St. John’s 
congregations. The project has reached $2.5 million in gifts with updates given in the weekly bulletins. Utility work 
including electricity, gas, and cable is completed and ready for the next building project phase. St. Paul’s members 
voted in September to borrow up to $5 million to secure starting the building phase the early spring of 2019. Gifts 
between now and then are needed which will reduce the net amount to be borrowed. The Building Committee will 
be meeting with the architect to discuss the final steps that are needed for successful construction. The first  
phase includes the new Early Childhood wing, current classroom and building refurbishing, a new entrance with 
offices near the entrance, handicapped-accessible elevator, new education room and storage area in the 2nd floor of 
entrance. May God continue to bless the work of those who are involved in the process of building planning. Gifts 
can be sent to St. Paul’s Church or School. Please indicate your St. John’s membership with your gift. 
 
Parent/Teacher Consultations 
The end of the first quarter was changed to October 30 in order to get report cards to parents on Friday, 
November 2nd. Parent/Teacher Consultations are scheduled for Tuesday – Thursday, Nov. 6th - 8th. 
 
Calendar 
 Nov 4 Jr. Choir sings: 8 & 9:30 am 
 Nov 5 NO School: Teacher In-Service 
 Nov 6-8 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 Nov 7 Gr. 5-8 go to MVL for Veterans’ Program 
 Nov 7 Flu Immunizations Available: 3 - 7 pm 
 Nov 15 Forensics Meet at MLC 
 Nov 16 Forensics Family Event  
 Nov 21-23 NO School: Thanksgiving Break 
 Dec 2 Gr. K-4 sing: 11 am 
 Dec 9 Jr. Choir sings: 11 am 
 
Respectfully submitted, James L. Dretske, Administrative Teacher 
jdretske@splnewulm.org 
 

 

 

MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary 
 

The October 6 Annual meeting began with a devotion led by Pastor N. Scharf.  The morning went quickly as we 
moved through the agenda.  Voting took place for officers and projects.  Speakers included VP Wiechman. Pres. 
Zarling, Prof. Pekrul, students making use of the Food Bank, the student who was awarded the 4-year scholarship, 
and Student Senate Pres. They provided information on a variety of subjects and extended their appreciation for 
your support.  Some members of the musical cast spoke and performed a song and dance from the upcoming 
musical Crazy For You.  Door prizes were given out.  Time for fellowship was provided.  Attendees could purchase 
lunch in the cafeteria.   
 
The afternoon consisted of workshops and closed with a devotion in the Chapel of the Christ.  Copies of the 
meeting summary are located in the narthex.   
 
Please remember to support the MLC Food Bank.   
Thank you.  
Jeneane Thiesfeldt, 507-240-4523 or thiesfjm@gmail.com. 



Christmas Tree and Decorations 
 

The church council has approved an altar guild plan to replace the 15 foot tall Christmas tree with smaller trees for 
this Christmas season.  If any St. Johns member would want the old tree, contact Earl Heidtke.  

Similarly, the Chrismons will not be used on the new trees and they are available on a table in the church basement. 

 

 

 

 

OWLS 
 

Schedule conflicts require the November meeting of OWLS to be held on Monday, November 19. The meeting 
will be held at St. Paul’s with Fellowship at 11:30 am and a Potluck at 12:00.  

The Devotion is scheduled for 12:45 with the Program beginning at 1 pm. The Program will feature Amy Rich 
who has traveled to Thailand and is excited to present for us her Thailand Travelogue.  

All Seniors in our congregations are cordially invited. Werner Lemke, our Convention Coordinator will be happy to 
tell us anything we want to know about our successful 2018 Convention at the Osthoff Resort. 

 
Dar Raddatz 

 

 

 

Cards of  Caring 
 

The “Cards of Caring” volunteers continue to make cards to send to members who are on our church’s 
homebound or “thinking of you” list.  
 
We send cards for birthdays, anniversaries, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Winter/Valentine’s and Easter. We also make 
cards for our confirmands and for our LWMS Befriend a Mission families.  
 
We plan to meet Saturday, November 10. We will continue to meet at 403 N. Minnesota St. between the hours of 9 
am and noon. Come as your schedule allows.  
 
 
Assistance is needed with creating cards from recycled cards or using decorative stamps, writing greetings in the 
cards, applying Scripture verse stamps, seals, and prepping envelopes.  
 
Everyone is welcome from age 12 and older to come for fun and fellowship. We also welcome all MLC students. 
For information contact Lois Willems at 507-676-1230 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary 
 

Ladies’ Auxiliary Day Summary 
October 6, 2018 

 
Attendance for the day: 74    
 
Offering for the day: $1,655 
 
Results of officer elections:  
Second Vice President:   Lori Enter 
    
Results of Standing Project Discussion 
 

Scholarships $3,000 
Daylight Outreach Opportunities $2,500 
Student Travel Assistance $3,000 
Window Treatments for Augustana $1,250  (3rd year of 4 year commitment) 

 
Results of Project Selection (in order of funding) 
 

Dinnerware for Events $1,650 
Adult CPR Manikins with Feedback device $556 
Spanish Immersion Program Grant $2,000 
Whiteboards and Shelving Carts $1,200 
Stage Crew Intercom System $1,490 
4 passenger Infant Stroller $550 
Celebrating with new teacher graduates $2,000 
Wenger Folder Cabinet for Chorale $1,275 
Mud Kitchen $2,400 
Mosaic Art $1,500 
Swivl - C3 and two markers  $1,029 

 
2019 Auxiliary Day date will be Saturday, Oct. 5, 2019 
 

 

 


