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Second Sunday after Pentecost  June 5/6, 2021 
 
Prayer before worship:  Heavenly Father, too often we foolishly think that we can earn your 
favor by keeping your laws. But we know that we can never keep your laws perfectly, for we 
daily sin much and justly deserve your wrath and punishment. But you sent your Son, Jesus, to 
keep your laws perfectly in our place and to die an innocent death on the cross to take your 
wrath and punishment in our place. Now we are forgiven. Now we are peace with you. Now 
we find rest from the burden of  guilt and shame, from the burden of  the Law, and we find 
eternal rest in you. As we rest in this peace, make us eager to get to work for you in thanks. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   
 

Order of  Service: Service of  Word and Sacrament page 26 

 
OPENING HYMN As We Begin Another Week CW 223 
1. As we begin another week, In Jesus’ name your grace we seek. 
 God, grant that through these seven days No evil may befall our ways. 
 
2. Your gentle blessings, Lord, outpour On all our labors evermore. 
 Our hearts with your good Spirit fill That we may gladly do your will. 
 
3. In ev’ry season, ev’ry place, May we recall your Word of  grace 
 Until, when life’s brief  day is past, We reach eternal joy at last 
 
4. And keep with angels in your rest The endless Sabbath of  the blest. 
 Grant this to us through Christ, your Son, Who reigns with you upon your throne. 
 

Please stand 

 
P: The grace of  our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of  God and the fellowship of  the Holy 
 Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
 disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
 failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
 eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,  
 I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
 atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of  Christ and by his authority, I 
 forgive you all your sins in the name of  the Father and of  the Son † and of  the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, 
 hear our prayer, O Lord. 
♫: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage 
 to stand firm against the assaults of  Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
♫: Christ, have mercy. 
 
P: For the well-being of  your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 
 worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
♫: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Merciful God, maker and preserver of  life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 
 tender care: 
♫: Amen. 
 
P: The works of  the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of  praise. 
♫: O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
 Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love. 
 You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit; you make us pure and holy in your sight. 
 You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 
 O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  
 O Son of  God, eternal Word of  the Father, you came to live with us;  
 you made your Father known; you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 
 You are the King of  glory; you are the Lord! 
 O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
 
P: Let us pray.  
 O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything that may be 
 harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
♫: Amen. 
 

Be seated 

FIRST LESSON  Deuteronomy 5:12-15 

Observe the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy, as the LORD 
your God has commanded you.  
Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work, but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath to the LORD 
your God. On it you shall not 
do any work, neither you, nor 

your son or daughter, nor your 
manservant or maidservant, nor 
your ox, your donkey or any of  
your animals, nor the alien 
within your gates, so that your 
manservant and maidservant 
may rest, as you do. Remember 
that you were slaves in Egypt 

and that the LORD your God 
brought you out of  there with a 
mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm. Therefore 
the LORD your God has 
commanded you to observe the 
Sabbath day.  
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PSALM of  the DAY Psalm 126 CW p. 113 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion,* 

we were like those who dreamed. 

 

Our mouths were filled with laughter,* 

our tongues with songs of  joy. 

 

The LORD has done great things for us,* 

and we are filled with joy. 

 

Refrain 

 

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the desert.* 

Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of  joy. 

 

He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow,* 

will return with songs of  joy, carrying sheaves with him. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

 
VERSE of  the DAY 
♫: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of  God.  
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Please stand 

 
GOSPEL LESSON  Mark 2:23-28 

P: This is the Gospel of  our Lord.  
♫: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For we do not preach ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, and 
ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus' sake. For God, who said, 
"Let light shine out of  
darkness," made his light shine 
in our hearts to give us the light 
of  the knowledge of  the glory 
of  God in the face of  Christ. 
But we have this treasure in jars 

of  clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from God 
and not from us. We are hard 
pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but 
not destroyed. We always carry 
around in our body the death 
of  Jesus, so that the life of  

Jesus may also be revealed in 
our body.  For we who are alive 
are always being given over to 
death for Jesus' sake, so that his 
life may be revealed in our 
mortal body. So then, death is 
at work in us, but life is at work 
in you.  

One Sabbath Jesus was going 
through the grainfields, and as 
his disciples walked along, they 
began to pick some heads of  
grain. The Pharisees said to 
him, "Look, why are they doing 
what is unlawful on the 
Sabbath?" He answered, "Have 

you never read what David did 
when he and his companions 
were hungry and in need? In 
the days of  Abiathar the high 
priest, he entered the house of  
God and ate the consecrated 
bread, which is lawful only for 
priests to eat. And he also gave 

some to his companions." Then 
he said to them, "The Sabbath 
was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath. So the Son of  
Man is Lord even of  the 
Sabbath."  
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HYMN of  the DAY Come unto Me, Ye Weary CW 336 
1. “Come unto me, ye weary, And I will give you rest.” 
 O blessed voice of  Jesus, Which comes to hearts oppressed! 
 It tells of  benediction, Of  pardon, grace, and peace, 
 Of  joy that has no ending, Of  love that cannot cease. 
 
2. “Come unto me, ye wand’rers, And I will give you light.” 
 O loving voice of  Jesus, Which comes to cheer the night! 
 Our hearts were filled with sadness, And we had lost our way; 
 But thou hast brought us gladness And songs at break of  day. 
 
3. “Come unto me, ye fainting, And I will give you life.” 
 O cheering voice of  Jesus, Which comes to aid our strife! 
 The foe is stern and eager; The fight is fierce and long; 
 But thou hast made us mighty And stronger than the strong. 
 
4. “And whosoever cometh, I will not cast him out.” 
 O patient love of  Jesus, Which drives away our doubt, 
 Which, though we be unworthy Of  love so great and free, 
 Invites us very sinners To come, dear Lord, to thee! 
 
 
SERMON  Mark 2:23-28 
 

Rest in Peace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand 
 
NICENE CREED 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of  heaven and earth, 
   of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, 
   eternally begotten of  the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
   begotten, not made, 
   of  one being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of  the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
   and became fully human. 
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 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the Lord, the giver of  life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of  the dead  
   and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
 
OFFERING  see announcement 
 
PRAYER of  the CHURCH 
P: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from 
 your hand: the beauties of  creation and the bounties of  the earth, the joy of  life and the 
 pleasure of  friendship, the good of  work and the gift of  rest, the privilege to share 
 happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving 
 Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the 
 sacrament. Through these means of  grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and 
 unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth. 
C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love 
 for one another. 
 

P: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 
 courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us 
 strength to face the evils of  each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of  your 
 grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of  salvation with all 
 people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions 
 that you have established for the benefit of  society. Remember in mercy those who are sick 
 and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 
C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of  kindness.  
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 



8 

 

P: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all 
 things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
♫: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
♫: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
♫: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

P: Praise to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every  
 spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to 
 strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
 kingdom of  our God and the authority of  his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to 
 the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 
♫: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of  hosts. The whole earth is full of  your glory. 
 You are my God, and I will exalt you.  
 I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
 Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of  hosts. The whole earth is full of  your glory. 
 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 
 is given for you. Do this in remembrance of  me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of  you; 
 this is my blood of  the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of  
 sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of  me.” 
 

 The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 
♫: Amen. 
 

♫: O Christ, Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world; have mercy on us. 
 O Christ, Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world; have mercy on us. 
 O Christ, Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world; grant us your peace. 
 Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  see announcement 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior CW 313 
1. Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior, Turned away God’s wrath forever; 
 By his bitter grief  and woe He saved us from the evil foe. 
 
2. As his pledge of  love undying, He, this precious food supplying, 
 Gives his body with the bread And with the wine the blood he shed. 
 
3. Jesus here himself  is sharing; Take heed how you are preparing, 
 For if  you do not believe, Judgment instead you shall receive. 
 
4. Useless would be Jesus’ passion If  salvation you could fashion. 
 Do not come if  you suppose You need not him who died and rose. 
 
5. Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, And receive my grace and favor; 
 Those who feel no pain or ill Need no physician’s help or skill.” 
 
6. Then hold fast with faith unshaken That this food is to be taken 
 By the souls who are distressed, By hearts that long for peace and rest. 
 
7. Praise the Father, who from heaven Unto us such food has given 
 And, to mend what we have done, Gave into death his only Son. 
 
8. If  your heart this truth professes And your mouth your sin confesses, 
 Surely you will be his guest And at his banquet ever blest. 
 

Please stand 
 

♫: Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
 He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of   
  thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

P: Hear the prayer of  your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 
 glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of  your Son may long 
 for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge 
 of  your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
♫: Amen. 
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P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 
♫: Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN Then the Glory CW 218 

Then the glory Then the rest 
Then the Sabbath peace unbroken 
Then the garden Then the throne 
Then the crystal river flowing 
Then the splendor Then the life 
Then the new creation singing 
Then the marriage Then the love 
Then the feast of  joy unending 
Then the knowing Then the light 
Then the ultimate adventure 
Then the Spirit’s harvest gathered 
Then the Lamb in majesty 
Then the Father’s Amen 
Then Then Then. 

 
 

†  †  † 
 
 

PREACHER  Pastor Rob Guenther 
PRESIDING MINISTER  Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
ORGANIST  Jon Roux 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 366. 
 

 
Offering Announcement ~ Visitors, there is no obligation or expectation that you should give to 
support our ministry at St. John's. This is our members' way of  expressing their thanks to God 
and supporting the work that we do to share the Gospel in New Ulm and around the world.  
 

Members, due to COVID restrictions we will not be passing the offering plates today. Instead you 
are invited to give your gifts of  gratitude and thanks to God for all he's done for you in Christ by 
leaving your offerings in the drop box in the narthex. Or you can bring your offerings to the 
church office during regular office hours: Mondays through Fridays, 8am to 1pm. You might also 
consider taking advantage of  your bank's online bill pay service and have your offering 
automatically sent to the church on a one time or recurring basis.   
 

Communion Announcement ~ At St. John's we practice "close communion." That is, we invite 
only those who are in fellowship with us as members of  the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (or of  a synod that is in fellowship with us) to commune with us. We are in no way 
judging your personal faith. But we recognize that in the Lord's Supper we enjoy not only a close 
communion, or fellowship, with God, but we also enjoy a close communion with one another as 
we publicly express our agreement in every teaching of  God's Word. And we wouldn't presume to 
ask you to publicly confess your agreement with all that we teach and believe without first being 
instructed in what it is that we teach and believe. But if  you do desire to commune with us, please 
speak to one of  the pastors after the service.  
 

As you approach the altar, we ask that you move toward the outside aisle and not block the center 
aisle for others who are coming forward. You may commune shoulder to shoulder with those in 
your household, but ask that you would please maintain social distancing between your household 
and others. Please cup your hands to receive the wafer that we might drop it into your hands 
without contact. As you take an individual cup, if  it seems stuck, please twist or rock it to free it 
rather than squeeze it, as the cups tend to break when squeezed. If  you are in need of  a gluten 
free wafer, those are on the stands on the front pew. Please take one as you approach the altar.  
 
Volunteers Needed ~ Volunteers are needed to put up, decorate, and maintain three bulletin 
boards within the church to bring focus to the church year or blessings of  our congregation. For 
more details contact the church office or Paul and Lois Willems at 507-676-1230.   
 
 

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $13,530 Home Operations ~ $17,191 is our weekly need  
 $658 MVL ~ $1,154 is our weekly need $80 Endowment Fund 
 $743 Missions ~ $1,731 is our weekly need $60 WELS Special Ministries 
 $466 Building Fund  $25 St. Paul’s School Building Fund 
 $450 Benevolence Fund $2 Food & Fellowship 
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Church Picnic ~ Join us on Sunday, June 13th, at Hermann Heights Park for our church picnic 
and to enjoy the food, fellowship and fun. We have both pavilions rented from 4:30 - 8 pm. Brats 
and hotdogs will be provided. We ask those of  you whose last names start with A-L bring a 
dessert and those M-Z names bring a side dish. We hope to see you there! 
 
Soccer Camp ~ John and Paul Ministries will be hosting a soccer camp July 19-22 from  
9 - 11:30 am at the MLC Soccer Fields (1910 Oakwood Ave). The camp is for children ages 4 - 12 
and is $30 per child ($20 for each additional child from the same family). Each child receives: a 
soccer shirt, water bottle, improvement of  soccer skills, a snack and knowledge of  Jesus, their 
Savior. All children must bring shin guards. Go to johnandpaulministries.com/soccer-camp to 
register and pay.  
 
Prayer Calendar ~ In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, Paul told the Thessalonians to “pray continually.” 
How are you doing with that? To help you with that endeavor the Evangelism board has put 
together a monthly prayer calendar. We hope it helps you as a daily reminder to pray continually! 
The Prayer Calendars can be found in the narthex. 
 
Online Church Directory ~ Lifetouch Photography is no longer providing pictorial directories 
for churches. The Board of  Evangelism looked into different ways to be able to provide a pictorial 
directory to our members and found an online directory option. This option is very affordable 
while giving us far more flexibility than we had previously. Some of  these benefits include things 
like always being up to date, viewable securely online for members, and has the option to create 
printable directories.  
You can see demos and features at www.instantchurchdirectory.com. If  you have recently updated 
your email address or would like St. John's to use a specific email for the Online Church Directory, 
please contact the church office at stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com or 354-6744. Please feel free to 
reach out to Jesse Zahrt at thezahrts@gmail.com with any questions you may have.  
 
In-Person Bible Class ~ Sunday morning Bible class starts at 10:45 am, beginning June 6th. 
Pastor Bovee will lead a class on The Sermon on the Mount. The class will be held in the church 
basement or join online at bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass.  
 
St. John’s Church Campout ~ We are so excited to announce the first ever St. John's Church 
Campout at the Sleepy Eye Sportsmen's Park the nights of  June 25-26. Both one or two night 
reservations are possible. The link to reserve your campsite is: bit.ly/SJcamping21. Once a 
reservation has been made, please make your payment within a week to hold your spot. There will 
be a church service at the campsite at some point during the weekend, and other fellowship 
activities will be included as well. We can't wait to see you there!   
 
 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SPLaT ~ will meet at Lincoln Park (across from St. John’s Church) on Saturday, June 12, from  
7 - 8:30 pm. Join us for Pickleball! Wear active clothing and bring a snack to share.   
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St. Paul’s School Summer Office Hours ~ St. Paul's School will be staffed Monday - Thursday 
from 7 am - 3 pm this summer. If  you would like to contact school, please call during these hours. 
Email will also be answered during these hours. The summer office hours will continue from the 
first week of  June and last until the first week of  August.   
 
MVL News ~ The 2021 MVL Classic is coming July 12 at the New Ulm Country Club. This 
annual outing supports our Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) for a Christ-centered education at 
MVL. Each year - through sponsorships, golf  fees, and outright donations - thousands of  dollars 
are raised for MVL families in the coming school year. Sponsorship opportunities are currently 
open for both businesses and individuals. Golfer registration is NOW OPEN 
at mvlclassic.givesmart.com! Contact Kristin Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org for more 
information. Let's tap-in for tuition assistance! Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable 
transportation for students. We are now hiring school bus drivers for MVL routes, especially for 
Redwood Falls and Mankato. We are also looking for "activities" drivers for competitions and 
events. Full-time and part-time positions available with paid training! Contact Site Manager Ray 
Vulcan today at rayv@palmerbusservice.com to learn more.  
 
Mission Trip Update ~ Mission Trips are being planned to Arlington, TX for soccer camp in 
June, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho for a Bible camp in July, and San Antonio, Texas for community 
outreach in August. If  you are interested, please pick up an application in the church narthex and 
return to the church office or Kris Kuschel at St. Pau’s Lutheran Church. Email Mr. Kuschel 
at kkuschel@splnewulm.org with any questions.   
 
Job Opportunity ~ Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for Infant and 
Preschool lead teacher and aides who have a passion for children, patience, a sense of  humor and 
good communication skills. We offer flexible schedules, competitive pay, and opportunities for 
advancement.  Please call or email LaShawn Smith at directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or 
(507) 345-7707 for more information or an application.  
 
About the Cover ~ God’s law have always been meant as a blessing to his people and not a 
burden. But people have turned God’s laws into rules that must be followed if  we are to earn 
God’s love. But of  course, we can never earn God’s love by the law since we can never keep it 
perfectly. Some Pharisees scolded Jesus for allowing his disciples to “work” on the Sabbath. Jesus 
took the opportunity to correct the Pharisees. The Sabbath Day wasn’t meant as a rule to be kept 
to earn favor. It was meant to point to the work that he would do to bring about true and lasting 
rest by the forgiveness of  sins he would bring. 


