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EXPECT GREAT THINGS 
 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as 
I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 4 

My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power. 
 
Well, it took long enough! But the day has finally come when St. John’s is back to two pastors! Now, it’s time to get 
to know the new guy. I’m sure that many of you have a lot of questions: “What can we expect from our new 
pastor?” “Is he outgoing or shy?” “Is he dull or does he have a good sense of humor?” “Is he smart?” All 
important questions. 
 
When Paul went to Corinth, the Corinthians had some similar questions about him: “Was he as good a preacher as 
Apollos?” “Would he speak with the same authority as Peter?” “Did he have the charisma to help the church grow 
quickly?” 
 
So Paul wrote the Corinthians to tell them what they should (and shouldn’t) expect from their pastor. He wrote to 
tell them what was most important. And he wrote to tell them to expect great things. And while he told them to 
expect great things, he also made it clear that they shouldn’t expect those great things from their pastor. 
 
First Paul makes it clear what a faithful pastor should do. He wrote, “I proclaimed to you the testimony about 
God.. I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 
 
Don’t expect your pastor to be full of wise and persuasive words that he came up with. Don’t expect your pastor to 
lean on his charisma to grow the church. Don’t expect your pastor to solve every problem you’d like fixed. 
 
But you can and should expect him to point you to the One who has already solved your greatest problem of sin 
and hell. You should expect your pastor to be like a compass, pointing you in the same direction—to Jesus Christ 
and him crucified—no matter which way you get turned around, and not like a weather vane, being moved by 
every passing breeze of popular opinion. 
 
Ultimately, however, it’s not because of your pastor (no matter who he is) that you can expect great things at St. 
John’s. For he is still a sinful human just like you and may at times come to you “in weakness and fear and with 
much trembling.” He will occasionally upset you, fail you, let you down and need forgiveness from Jesus and 
from you. 
 
Rather, it’s because of God, because of his gracious promises, and because of his power that you can expect great 
things at St. John’s. Paul said, “My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but 
with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power.” 
 
The church was not built by Paul persuading people into joining or by forcing them with the law. No. It was the 
Holy Spirit who turned people’s hearts around with the message of Christ and him crucified for the forgiveness of 
our sins. 
 
And this is still the power on which we rely: “The gospel… the power of God for the salvation of everyone 
who believes.” (Romans 1:16) This is the power of God that works in the infant, in the mentally handicapped, in 
the ungodly, and in each one of us. This is the power that brings a person to faith and keeps a person in that 



faith—a faith which rests not on something so flimsy as human wisdom, a pastor’s IQ, or his persuasive abilities, 
but a faith that is planted firmly on the rock of God’s sure and certain promises and on his almighty power. This is 
the power that assures that our sins are forgiven and changes our lives from the inside out as we find peace in him 
and then live for him in thanks. 
 
A little over a century ago a man by the name of Robert Morrison set sail for China. He wanted to be a missionary 
and share the gospel with the Chinese. It seemed a very foolish idea to the captain of the ship who asked him, “Do 
you really think that you are going to convert China?!” “No,” Morrison replied, “…but I believe that God will.” 
 
Morrison understood that great things were about to happen. Not because he had any self-reliance, but because he 
trusted in the power of the Spirit working through the gospel—the same power that had created faith in his heart. 
 
We too can look forward to some exciting things in the future of St. John’s with confidence. Not because of you or 
your efforts. Certainly not because of your new pastor or his efforts. And not even because you have two resident 
pastors again. But because of God and his mercy. Because of the Spirit and the same power he has shown in you. 
Expect great things to come! 
 
Pastor Guenther 
 

 

 

 

Thank You!  
 

Dear saints of St. John's, please accept the Guenthers' heartfelt thanks for all that you've done for us this summer! 
You've purchased, prepped, and cleaned the parsonage. You were here to greet us and helped us unload the trailer, 
you helped us set up furniture and get settled (in record time!). You've been generous in your gifts to our family! 
You've made us feel very welcome like we're already a part of the family! (Not to mention the dozens of other 
things we're sure you did, of which we're not even aware.)  
 
And in all of this you've reflected the love that your Savior has shown to you, to us! And it is very much 
appreciated! Thank you so much from the bottom of our hearts! We're looking forward to getting to know all of 
you better and to serve you and to serve our Savior with you!  
 
Your brothers and sister and humble servants in Christ, 
The Guenthers 
 
 

From Your Staff  Minister 
 

Recently St. John’s had a sidewalk constructed between the handicap parking spots and the covered portion of the 
driveway.  Thank you to Joel and Aaron Black, Shawn Heiderscheidt, Lyle Heiderscheidt and Kevin Schweiss for 
their work and donations to the project. 
 

Thank you to all who participated in the Guenther moving and the Installation service.  Both of these events went 
very well. 
 

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life full of love, just as Christ loved us and gave 

himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  (Eph 5:1-2) 

Kelly Emde 

 



Our Synod at Work 
 

WELS Commission on Special Ministries 
 

Among the pamphlets that were distributed at the Minnesota District Convention was one that contains 
information on WELS Special Ministries.  In the introduction to the pamphlet, the following statement says it very 
well:  “Jesus died for the person in the pew next to us, for our next-door neighbor, and for those who face barriers 
to regular worship.  When they struggle, Jesus says, ‘Go serve them as I served you.  Go love them as I loved you.’  
God rescued us and now sends us to be a blessing to others.  Is there a better definition of special ministry?” 
 

There are twelve special ministries that fall under the guidance of the WELS Special Ministries.  This month we will 
give a brief description of each: 
 

Mission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  All people with hearing loss need Jesus.  This ministry helps people with 
hearing loss to worship and be active in their church through such aids as sign language and Assistive Listening 
Devices. 

Mission for the Visually Impaired.  A technology called JAWS, tells the visually impaired what is on a computer 

screen and helps make quality spiritual resources available online. 

Freedom for the Captives.  This aspect of WELS ministries is developing resources to train WELS leaders at 

our churches, schools, and other organizations on how to protect children from abuse by working to 

prevent child abuse entirely or helping a child when abuse is discovered. 

Conquerors through Christ.  Conquerors through Christ continues to prepare resources to help Christians 

reject, resist, and recover from pornography.  For example, an excellent Bible study, “Bought at a Price” is 

available on the website. 

Parish Nursing.  A WELS parish nurse is a currently licensed Registered Nurse who promotes both physical and 

spiritual wellness in the congregation. 

Support Groups.  Resources are available if you know hurting people in your congregation or community that 

could benefit from a support group. 

Prison Ministry.  Prison Ministry was organized to provide WELS members a way to “remember those in 

prison.”  Our ministry to men and women behind bars has grown as we understand more about the 

experience of incarceration and how much impact Bible study can have. 

Military Services.  Churches can provide WELS Military Services with contact information for members in the 

military.  We have 125 Military Contact Pastors that understand the issues facing our service members. 

Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities.  This ministry helps congregations to share the gospel with those 

who have special education needs.  We partner with Jesus Cares Ministry, which is a prime supplier of 

Christian education materials in this important area. 

Chaplain Certification.  Chaplains seek to bring the comfort of a compassionate, listening heart to hurting souls.  

Chaplaincy opportunities exist in hospitals and care facilities, in jails and prison, in police and fire agencies, 

on campuses and in locker rooms. 

Care Committee for Called Workers.  This ministry exists to provide assistance to WELS calling bodies, their 

called workers, and other staff through spiritual supports, helping to meet physical needs when a called 

worker accepts a call, encouraging continued education, providing emotional support, and helping with 

retirement planning. 

Christian Therapists Network.  A basic course, “Acting on Hope 1,”is an online class for masters-level 

therapists. 

 



More information on the WELS Commission on Special Ministries is included in a publication called “His Hands” 
and can be obtained by calling 414-256-3240. 
 

Gerald Woodley 
 

 

 

Council Digest 
 
The second quarter voters’ meeting was held on July 17 with 32 voters in attendance.  A summary of reports and 
action not reported elsewhere in the Fortress follows. 
Membership changes approved 

Transfers Out 
 Haley Wels to St. Peter’s, Plymouth, MI 
 Alexa Grefe to St. Matthew’s, Winona, MN 
Transfers In 

 Mark and Melanie Griebel; *Tucker, (Brody, Kiefyr, Kierstin, Olivya, Kyler) from  
  St. Paul’s, New Ulm, MN 
 Rob and Rebecca Guenther; *Josiah, (Jacob, Judah, Joel) from Grace, Kenai, AK 
 Ron Zahrt from Grace, Scroggins, TX 
 Professions of Faith 
  Keith and Leanne Howard; *Gregory, *Rachel 
 Confirmation  
  Megan Swenstad; (Jack, Henry, William) 
Ministrations  

Baptisms 
 20 May Peter Jonathan Schaefer 
 15 Jul Duke William Dinse 
Funerals 
 16 May Alvin Resoft 
Weddings 
 16 Jun Alexa Diersen and Jacob Grefe 
 24 Jun Emma Plocher and Ethan Doble 
 

Reporting for the Board of Elders, Gene Slettedahl noted that the congregation will be surveyed this fall on 
preferred evening service times during Lent and Advent.   

Pastor Bovee noted that he and Pastor Guenther will each be leading Sunday morning Bible class during the 9:30 

a.m. worship service for a period of 5-6 consecutive weeks during the months of September through November 

with Pastor Bovee starting on the weekend after Labor Day.  The pastor not leading the Bible class during that 

time also will be preaching for consecutive weeks. 

Board of Evangelism chair Bill Pekrul reported on Fellowship Sundays (July 22 and August 5), plans for a church 

picnic on August 26, recent technical difficulties affecting the television broadcast of weekend services, and 

discussion about improving St. John’s exterior message board. 

Roger Klockziem reported that the Board of Stewardship will be resuming its quarterly letters of encouragement 

that accompany offering statements.  “Time and Talent” sheets are being revisited for future use.  



Trustee Scott Deters reported on work completed at the parsonage: shrub replacement, chimney repair, and shutter 
repair.  Church bathroom fixtures were repaired, the annual air conditioning service check was completed and 
sidewalk work to provide better handicap accessibility was finished with 40% of the cost donated. 

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School delegate Josiah Stoering noted that budget performance is positive at the 
high school as enrollment continues to grow steadily, an advancement advisory firm has been contracted to 
consider the feasibility of a capital campaign in connection with the 40th anniversary of the school, all board of 
directors positions are filled but the position of advancement director remains vacant. 

The voters approved a recommendation from the council to renew the piloted Board of Child Discipleship position 

for St. John’s representation on the St. Paul’s Lutheran School Board of Child Discipleship for another three 

years.   

The next quarterly voters’ meeting is Tuesday, October 23, at 7:00 p.m.  This meeting will feature a budget proposal 

for calendar year 2019 and election of officers.  

The church council did not meet in July.  The next council meeting is Tuesday, August 21, at 7:00 pm.   

Submitted by Steven Thiesfeldt,  

congregational chairman  

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
 

BoCD Work (SP Board of  Child Discipleship) 
This Quarter’s Work 
The BOCD needed to make additional cuts and increase fees to help close the gap to maintain a balanced St. 
Paul’s Church budget. All of the priority items submitted from the board including funds for Technology, 
Fundamentals help, and Part-time 7-8 teacher to give release time to principal were eliminated from the budget. 
An additional $25 of tuition was added to make the increase a total of $50 for the 2018-19 school year. In April, 
the St. John’s Voters voted to raise the tuition off-set to $550. 
 
Building Project 
Preliminary movement of utilities has begun this summer in anticipation of the beginning of construction in 
spring 2019. St. Paul’s members are waiting until a November meeting to confirm the spring start to the building 
project. SP Voters were aware that waiting to build just makes the project more expensive. Continue to keep this 
project in your prayers and if you are able, support the project with your gifts. 
 
New Call 
Mr. Greg Thiesfeldt has received and accepted a call to teach 7-8 and be Principal at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, 
CA.  
 
25th Aniversaries 
Mrs. Laura Balza, Mr. Mike Plocher, Mrs. Sue Schone, and Mrs. Cindy Ring completed their 25th year in the 
Teaching Ministry from St. Paul’s congregation.  
 
Interim Principal Call 
The Voters met and called Mr. Peter Markgraf on Sunday, June 10th, to fill a one year call of interim principal. 
Mr. Pete Markgraf accepted the call and has begun his work this summer. He has met with many of the faculty 
and staff and has begun making plans for the new school year. A call to fill the position permanently will be 
made when the Synod window for calling opens in November 



 
Please keep the school in your prayers as the Lord leads the faculty, staff, along with BOCD members and 
stakeholders to provide Christian education to the children enrolled this year at St. Paul’s School. 

 
Registration 

Registration will take place on Thursday, August 9th and includes Lifetouch school pictures for students and 
staff. - 10:00am-2:00pm and 4:00pm-7:00pm. AT ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, PARISH CENTER.  (Air-
conditioned) 
 
The 2018-19 school year will begin on Tuesday, September 4th  for grades 1-8 following the Opening service at 
about 8:20. Kindergarten will begin on Wed., Sept. 6. Kindergarten will not have classes on Fridays until after the 
MN District Teacher’s Conference in October. 

 
Home Visits 

Parents will be asked to sign up at the HOME VISIT TABLE on Registration Day, August 9th, for their 
children’s teachers to visit each child in their homes. Teachers really appreciate the opportunity to meet the 
parents and the child, and if possible, in their homes. Grades 7-8 have an Open House Orientation night in 
September and will not need to sign up for a home visit. There may be special circumstances of other teachers 
who will not be able to visit each home. See the Sign-up Sheets on Registration Day or talk to your child’s 
teacher. If parents cannot make it to registration, please call the office to make arrangements to register.  

 
Calendar 
 Aug 7-8 Faculty In-Service meetings 
 Aug 9 Registration and School Pictures 
 Aug 15 Faculty In-Service at MVL 
 Sep 4 School Begins: Opening Service: 8:20 am 
 

Respectfully Submitted, James Dretske,  
SJ Administrative Teacher jdretske@splnewulm.org  
 

SPL Website: http://splnewulm.org/school/ 
 

 

 

Archives 

Miscellany 
 

Like previous months, some more items from service bulletins, newsletters, and council and congregational 
minutes from 60, 50, 25, 10, and 1 years ago.  Hope you will find them interesting.  Comments, questions, 
suggestions and even corrections are welcome at kruegerh@mlc-wels.edu.  
 
1958, Pastor was Rollin Reim.  An August service folder warns: “We understand that some women fortune 
tellers have set up a temporary business in New Ulm.”  It also reminds us to remember: “My times are in the hands 
of the Lord.” 
 
1968, Pastor was Frederick Nitz.  In March: “Thanks to 14 men from St. John’s who turned up to install the 
folding partitions in the basement. “At last, the Sunday School classes can have their separate rooms.” 
 
 
1993, Pastor was David Kolander; David Zabel was Director of Christian Education.  The celebration of the 
75th anniversary of the Minnesota District of the Synod was held in June.  The Synod in convention voted to 
combine the pastor and teacher training colleges in New Ulm as of 1995. 



 

2008, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James Dretske.  In 
December the Council approved the creation of an ad hoc committee to “discuss and explore ways to expand 
upon the beneficial volunteer efforts that are already taking place at St. John’s.” 
 

2017, Pastor was Jeffrey Bovee; Administrative Teacher was James Dretske.  Beginning in November there 
were various showings of the new movie, “A Return to Grace,” on the life of Martin Luther to commemorate the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
 

That’s the end of miscellany for now.  Articles for the next few months will review some other categories of past 
years.  
 

Bob Krueger 
 

 

 

 

OWLS Annual Picnic 

We will meet on Monday, August 13 for our annual picnic on the shady and lush lawn of Gerald and Gerry Steffen 
at 1415 North Minnesota. Parking is available by the alley just on the back edge of the lawn as well as on the 
street. Our Social Hour will begin at 4 pm for all who wish. At 5 pm the always delicious eating time begins.  
 
We wish to encourage all our congregation seniors (55+) to come whether OWLS members or not. It is good 
when our brothers and sisters in faith can get to know each other also as good friends. Welcome to you all! Thank 
you Gerald and Gerry for opening your home to us once again! The cost is $5 per person. All food and beverages 
will be provided. Contributions over and above the $5 will go to the WELS European Chaplaincy program. Please 
bring along a lawn chair, if possible, but there will be some extras available. 
 

 

 

 

Women’s Summer Devotions  
in the Park 

 

 

The Friday morning women’s Bible study group invites all women and moms to join them during the summer 
months for devotions in the park. We meet at 10 am at the listed park and read a devotion followed by free play 
and a picnic lunch (optional). Feel free to bring a friend! If you have any questions please contact Sarah Strackbein 
at 612-361-0425. 
 
 August 4 Hermann Heights Park 
 11 Lincoln Park 
 18 Harman Park 
 25 Highland Park 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Website 
 

From January, 2016 to July, 2018 there have been many visitors to our website:  
 

www.stjohnsnewulm.com 
 

 

United States 13,405  Jamaica 4  Kenya 1 

Canada 21  Ghana 3  Brazil 1 

Germany 16  Poland 3  Ukraine 1 

Russian Federation 11  Finland 3  South Korea 1 

India 9  Ireland 3  Egypt 1 

Mexico 8  Afghanistan 3  Pakistan 1 

Philippines 8  Norway 2  Thailand 1 

Guam 5  Switzerland 2  Czech Republic 1 

Japan 4  China 2  Israel 1 

France 4  Sweden 1  Singapore 1 

Great Britain (UK) 4  Grenada 1  Belgium 1 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
 

As this article is being written, we are in the middle of VBS, not at the end. But on the first day, about 70 children 
came to sing songs, do crafts, play games, and most of all, to hear about Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. 
 
This year’s theme was “The Heavens Declare the Glory of God.” The focus was on how God, who controls 
everything, sometimes used the weather and signs in nature to prove it. 
 
The first lesson was on Noah and the Flood. It taught the children that God was gracious to Noah, and even 
despite the great Flood, God saved Noah and his family from death and then sent the rainbow to remind them of 
his promise to them that he would continue to be merciful. 
 
The next story from the book of Joshua was the account of how God caused the sun to stand still in the sky as the 
Israelites fought against their enemies. It reminds us of how God protects his people, and was even willing to pause 
time for them so that they could honor his name. 
 
The third story was Jesus’ reminder to build our lives on the promises of God and not on our own efforts or on the 
flimsy things of this earth. Jesus encourages us through the parable of the builders who build on sand and those 
who on a solid rock, that only those who build on the solid rock will endure the tests and trails of this world. Jesus 
himself is that Rock, the Cornerstone of our faith, and the Keystone of our salvation. 
 



We are very grateful for the many people who contributed time, talents, and treasures to make this effort such a 
success. A special thanks goes to those from St. Paul’s Church and from collegiates who volunteered to help us this 
year. May the Word which was sown bear fruit in the lives of those who heard it. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee 
 

 


