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REMEMBER THE LORD, AND BE THANKFUL 
  

You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this 
wealth for me."  18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability 
to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is 
today (Deuteronomy 8:17-18) 
  
The COVID-19 crisis has been hard on everybody. It is so easy to focus on all the negative things – 
masks, shut-downs, distance learning and home-schooling, social distancing, the politicizing of the 
pandemic, etc., etc. We are all wondering whether it will ever end. 
  
But perhaps one of the blessings of this virus is that it teaches us not to take things for granted, 
whether things we deem of great importance or simple everyday things. Hopefully, it will make us 
more acutely aware of God’s blessings all around us. 
  
It is already November, and we are near the end of the Church Year. At the tail end of it all, we 
celebrate a semi-religious festival, which has become, for all practical purposes, a part of our 
religious calendar. It is Thanksgiving. It is a good holiday because its focus, even from its 
conception, was supposed to be an occasion to thank God for all his blessings to us. 
  
However, we as sinners sometimes forget the LORD.  In fact, every time we sin it is because we 
disregard the First Commandment: “You shall have no other gods before Me.”  Whenever we sin, 
we either put ourselves or someone or something above God in our lives.  We can be very self-
serving and self-righteous. We can forget the Lord.   
  
A classic example is taken from the lives of the people of Israel, at the time they were supposed to 
cross over into the Promise Land. God told them: You may say to yourself, "My power and the 
strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me."  He knew that it would be a great 
temptation for them. When they finally had everything they needed, they would be tempted to 
forget where it came from and to whom the glory belonged. 
  
How often doesn’t that happen to us? When everything is going well, we might be tempted to say to 
ourselves, “I didn’t really need God after all.  Look what I’ve done for myself! I’m well supplied.”  
When we are successful, we want to take the credit for it. We say, as did the children of Israel, my 
own arm and my own ingenuity got me where I am. I’m a self-made person.  



  
Or, when things aren’t going our way, we might become angry and accuse God of being unjust and 
stingy. After all, he’s God. Can’t he give me something better than this if he loves me? 
  
The truth of the matter is, we are sinful people who have been blessed, in spite of, and not because 
of, our goodness and diligence. God reminds us, as he did the people of Israel, that even our talents 
and abilities which we possess to work and earn a living are blessings from him. Our health and our 
strength are gifts from God, not to mention every material blessing we have, from the clothes we 
wear to the food on our tables. 
  

There is nothing good we deserve from God. What we do deserve is punishment. Unless we 
understand that, our sinful pride and arrogance turn us into sinful, self-righteous egotists who 
become so full of ourselves that there is no room left for God’s grace. Because we have sinned, we 
deserve to go to hell. Yes, it’s all too easy for us to forget the LORD.  
  

But thankfully, the LORD does not forget his promises to us. He told the children of Israel he 
would bring them through the desert to the land flowing with milk and honey. It was not a matter of 
“if.” He promised, and he fulfilled his promise. 
  

God also made a promise to us. He sent his only Son to live and die in our place. Jesus Christ came 
to save us from the sins that condemned us. His death on the cross paid our debt to God. His 
perfect righteousness was put to our credit so that we are declared innocent in God’s sight. God 
promises that through faith in him we have the forgiveness of sins and eternal life in heaven. All this 
God did, not because our goodness, but because he is loving and gracious. 
  

We have many things for which to be thankful, but by far the greatest blessing God imparts to us is 
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Let us always remember what God did for us in Christ. When we 
keep Jesus in the forefront, we will see things from a proper perspective and have the right 
motivation to serve God. 
  
Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his 
laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day.  12 Otherwise, when you eat and are 
satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down,  13 and when your herds and flocks 
grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied,  14 then your heart 
will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, 
out of the land of slavery. 
  
Let us remember the LORD, for he will never forget us.  He delivered us from slavery and he always 
remembers his promises to us.  He wants to bless us.  He wants us to live life to its fullest to the 
glory of his name.  But most of all, he wants us to know that we have a Savior who lived and died 
for us all.   
  
May our Thanksgiving celebration center on that great truth so that in all circumstances we give all 
glory to God, knowing that we have been redeemed by the blood of Christ.  Thanks be to God, now 
and forever. 
  
In Christ, 
Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee 
  

 

 



Benevolence Fund 
  

Dear saints, as you may know, St. John's has a benevolence fund to help those of our fellow 
members who encounter a special financial need, to be disbursed by the elders.  
  
Two such cases have come to the elders' attention right now, and the need is ongoing.  
  
If you have a desire to help defray some of the costs of these fellow members in need (in any 
amount), please leave your offering in an envelope marked "Benevolence  
  
Fund" in the drop box at church or mail it to St. John's Lutheran Church, New Ulm, 56073 with 
"Benevolence Fund" indicated on the check or envelope. Thank you, saints, for your care for one 
another!   

  

 

 

Bookkeeper Position 
  

After years of faithful service to St. John’s, Wendy Lambrecht, our bookkeeper, has decided to seek 
other employment.  Much of what Wendy has done for St. John’s has not been visible to our 
members, but she has made a significant contribution to the smooth operation of our finances.  We 
thank Wendy and wish her God’s blessings in the years to come. With Wendy’s resignation, St. 
John’s is now accepting applications for the bookkeeper position, which is a part-time position (20-
25 hours/week). Interested individuals are encouraged to pick up a job description and an 
application at the church office.  
For more information, please contact Pastor Guenther, our administrative pastor. 

  

 

November Sermon Texts 

  

 

  

Nov. 1 Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23 Lord, Deliver Us from the Lion’s Mouth 

Nov. 8 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 God’s D-Day 

Nov. 15 Isaiah 52:1-6 Remove the Chains Redeemed of the Lord 

Nov. 22 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24 “I’ll Shepherd Them Myself” 

Nov. 26 Habakkuk 3:17-19 Thanks for Nothing! 



 Weekday Bible Classes  

 will meet in the Church Basement 
  

 The classes can also be found at  

 bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Special Services 
  
 Thanksgiving 
 Wednesday, November 24: 4 and 6:30 pm 
 Thursday, November 25: 9 am 

  
 Christmas 
 Thursday, December 24: 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm 
 Friday, December 25: 9 am 

  
 New Year’s  
 Thursday, December 31: 4 and 6:30 pm 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursdays  
at 10:30 am 

  Thursdays  
at 7 pm 

Book of Revelation   Angels 

Pastor Rob Guenther   Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 



Council Digest 
  
The Church Council met on Tuesday, October 20.  A summary of reports and action from the 

meeting follows: 
Membership changes approved 
      Transfers Out 
 Gary and Alanna Lienig; Brianna, Blake to  NorthCross Lutheran, Lakeville, MN 
 Professions of Faith 
 Jeremy and Angelica Uecker; Miles 
Ministrations  
 Funeral 
 15 Oct Jean Milbrett 
 Baptism 
 20 Sep Charlotte Evangeline Price  
Pastor Guenther reported that the St. Paul’s Board of Child Discipleship has been assigned the task 

of revising support formulas for the school and considering a scenario under which all teachers 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran School would be called by St. Paul’s congregation.  Both proposals have 
been the subject of brotherly conversations between our two congregations for some time.  To 
date, no formal proposal has been received by St. John’s on either topic. 

The Nominating Committee continued the work of identifying candidates for the council, various 
boards, and committees for terms beginning with calendar year 2021.  All council positions are 
filled by an election that takes place at the October voters’ meeting, including the chairmen of all 
boards.  All other board and committee positions are filled by appointment and ratified by the 
voters at that same October meeting.  A list of nominees was provided to members prior to the 
meeting. 

Treasurer Paul Gunderson led the development of a congregational budget proposal for 2021. All 
boards finalized their input, resulting in a budget that totals just over $1 million, an increase of 
about $20,000 over the current year.  This budget also was made available to members prior to 
consideration at the October voters’ meeting.  

St. Paul’s Board of Child Discipleship representative Jonathan Bleick of St. John’s and our pastors 
held the first of what will be quarterly meetings with our St. John’s teaching staff at St. Paul’s 
school.  The meetings provide an additional avenue for input and dialogue on their ministry at 
the school on behalf of our congregation. 

President Thiesfeldt encouraged the council to consider congregational participation in the synod-
wide capital campaign on behalf of Martin Luther College to provide much needed facilities and 
student assistance.  St. John’s has an opportunity to host an MLC Sunday in early 2021 to find 
out more about the Equipping Christian Witnesses campaign and participation options.  
Logistical details were assigned to the Board of Stewardship. 

Board of Elders chair Bill Dinse reported that Staff Minister Dretske is assisting with the task of 
contacting inactive members.  The congregation’s Benevolence Fund has been depleted through 
the provision of assistance to members who are experiencing hardship situations.  Our members 
are encouraged to support the fund if they are able.  The Elders also discussed the use of the 
congregation’s Facebook page to promote Go Fund Me accounts initiated by individuals on 
behalf of members in need.  The Elders will serve as a clearinghouse for such situations.  Finally, 
the Elders have reviewed the current worship arrangements implemented because of the 
pandemic.   They decided to reinstate congregational singing at Saturday night worship services 
because of difficulty in arranging for cantors.  Current seating and pew spacing will remain in 
place.  Wendy Lambrecht has resigned her role as congregational bookkeeper, necessitating the 
need to hire a replacement.  We thank Wendy for 18 years of faithful service to the congregation. 

 



Scott Deters reported on behalf of the Board of Trustees.  The 601 South Washington property has 
a couple of ash trees slated for removal by the city at no cost to the congregation if funding 
allows. The light bulbs in the narthex have been replaced for consistency of color and wattage. 
The purchase of three air purifiers at a cost of $2,000 each is being considered for use in the 
sanctuary.  A fourth could be purchased for use in the office area. Member Paul Wessel has 
offered to write a grant proposal to the U. S. Department of Agriculture to obtain the purifiers 
as part of a response to the current pandemic circumstances. 

Next joint council meeting (at St. Paul’s) – Tuesday, November 17, 6:00 p.m.  
Next regular council meeting - Tuesday, November 17, 7:00 p.m. (at St. John’s)  
Annual voters’ meeting – Tuesday, January 26, 7:00 p.m.  
  
Steven R. Thiesfeldt,  
Congregational Chairman 
  

 

 

 

Symbols in our Sanctuary 
  

Symbols not cymbals. Although we have had crashing cymbals in our sanctuary from time to time! 
No, here we are talking about the many symbols in our worship area. Is there a reason we have 
stained glassed windows in our sanctuary? Is there a reason why the Common Service is arranged 
the way it is? Is there a reason why ushers walk out with a lit candle lighter at the end of the service? 
The answer to all these questions is “Yes!” Since the first century, symbols have been adopted by 
Christians as a reminder to worshippers of Christ’s work of redemption, the three person God-head, 
and other Biblical truths. It must be mentioned that we are not mandated to use symbols as part of 
worship, but they are common in arranging worship services and spaces. The meaning and use 
behind symbols can vary from congregation to congregation. My goal through these articles is to 
help us understand a potential why behind what we do or what we see throughout worship. 
Recently, I was asked, “Why do you light the candle lighter on the last lit candle on the altar, before 
walking out with it at the end of the service?” The most common explanation I’m familiar with is it 
is a reminder for worshippers that we have heard the good news of the gospel during the service, 
and now we have the opportunity to take that message out with us into the world and share the 
good news with others. The children’s song, “This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine!” comes 
to mind. We are also reminded that as we go out and share this good news, our Savior goes with us.  
  
As you see an usher walk out at the end of the service with the lit candle lighter, be reminded of the 
great news of the gospel we have and the opportunity we have to share it in the coming week. God 
is with you as you go! 
  
Brad Price 
Deacon 
  

 

 

 



Holiday Canvass 

Join us for a walking canvas!  
On Saturday, November 14th from 10 am - 12 pm.  
  
We will walk through New Ulm neighborhoods, going door-to-door to hang our 
Thanksgiving/Christmas information on as many doorknobs as possible.  
  
No ringing any bells.  
No knocking. The goal is simply to reach as many homes as possible.  
  
Meet at St. Paul's Lutheran Church at  
10 am. Grab hot chocolate/cider and a snack at the end!   
  

 

 

 

Our Synod at Work 

JESUS CARES MINISTRIES 
  

The Jesus Cares Ministries was founded in 1998 with a vision to connect individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities to the Gospel through evangelism, discipleship, and fellowship 
through congregations, families, and surrounding communities.  Currently, they serve about 2,700 
participants via its Worship at the Cross, Bible studies, New Friends, and Parent Mentor programs. 
  

There are about 10 million individuals with special needs in the United States, 80% of whom do not 
attend worship—many because they do not feel welcome and several others because of 
circumstances and travel constraints.  Jesus Cares Ministries is seeking to expand its programs into 
digital mediums in order to reach more individuals with special needs.   
  

Its digital medium program is called Worship at the Cross and is a very unique style of worship that is 
used in the Jesus Cares Ministries.  It is the essence of the program.  When the participants look 
around the room, they see more participants just like them—some with wheelchairs, some with 
caregivers alongside them, and others on the autism spectrum.  They are made to feel at home. 
  

There are three main concepts that are the essence of Jesus Cares Ministries and are accomplished 
through Worship at the Cross:  (1) Love—I am loved by Jesus Christ; (2) Acceptance—I belong 
here.  I am not ashamed.  I am valuable to God; and (3) Significance—I can participate as a disciple 
of Christ because I have potential and I can contribute to God’s work. 
  

There are currently Jesus Cares Ministry programs at 160 locations throughout the United States and 
one program in Malawi, Africa, with a total of 2,600 participants.  Their vision is to take the model 
of Worship at the Cross and provide a digital feed to stream the service online into people’s homes, 
where more people can be reached. 
  

 



The interactive structure of this digital feed would be essential to engaging the participants.  There is 
value in watching the service on a screen, of course, but the interactive element would add to more 
participation and significance.  Technology can be used to provide a live stream with the ability to 
react and respond live.  Hopefully, donors will make this possible. 
  

If you are interested in learning more about the Jesus Care Ministries and the Worship at the Cross 
program, contact the Lutheran Home Association in Belle Plaine.  Their phone number is 888-600-
TLHA. 
  

Gerald Woodley 

  

 

 

Church Library 
  

November is the month that makes me think of thanksgiving, or rather, giving thanks. BUT, we 
have plenty to be thankful for every day right? 
  
A new book for our library is by Karen Wells. She is a woman who has gone through many trials 
and gives thanks for them. She titles her book “Blessed Tragedy” because it  “restored new life with 
hope and faith after a head injury.”  She was an athlete who had a bike accident while in a race. She 
was wearing a helmet which made the damage somewhat less. She went through much tribulation 
for years, but she says it made her faith in God much stronger. There were even some familiar 
names, friends of hers, that I recognized. It was very interesting. 
 
We also have a donation of a new book on “Job”, the one that Pastor Tim Smith wrote. He has 
written several more that are out of print at the moment, that I hope to procure at some point.  
  
Please notice also, a book by Eric Metaxas on Martin Luther. I recommend this book since I have 
already read it three times.  
  
Happy thanksgiving and happy reading.  
LeiLani Rahn,  
Church librarian 

  

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
  

splnewulm.org/school/  
  
Principal’s Report 
COVID Communication Survey 
A survey regarding the school’s communication was sent to parents through FACTS. The survey 
results are showing that parents are receiving the information they expect from school (100%). 
Communication from the student’s classroom teacher received an (86%). We are happy to receive 
this feedback and are working on making the changes needed to communicate what is happening 
during this difficult time at school. 



  
Classroom Observations 
I have been in half of the classrooms to observe the teachers. The observations include a pre 
observation meeting and a post observation meeting with each teacher. The classroom visits have 
shown that our teachers are doing an excellent job. I am happy to report that they all have plans for 
professional development as well. St. Paul’s school is blessed to have the faculty that we do. 
  
Grant Updates 
We have applied for grants for Raider Kids Care and our preschool program. We previously 
received $17,000. This money will be used to purchase the water bottle fillers. We will also consider 
other ways to help pay for the programs itself. The intent of this grant is to make sure the program 
keeps running smoothly and safely. There is no requirement to report how we used this money 
back to the state. 
  
We continue to receive positive updates from Paul regarding the USDA grants. We are now into 
another phase of the decision making process and need to file our nonprofit status so that our 
information can be stored for government agencies such as USDA. Grants that appear to be 
moving up the chain include the new bleachers and our air purification and filtration requests for 
our larger public spaces. 
  
Student Care Committee Idea 
I am working on a plan that will hopefully focus on students who have lost one of their parents. 
The difficult situation these children are facing may go unnoticed as there are enough other 
pressing needs that we find ourselves handling. My objective is to have a care plan that can be put 
into action by any of the members of the Student Care Committee. 
The Student Care Committee would be set up as soon as possible after the death of one or both of 
a child’s parents. The members of the committee would be the parent or legal guardian of the child, 
the child’s teacher, the principal, and a pastor. Each member of the committee will be able to 
provide some insight into the mental health and well being of the child. Together, the members of 
the committee will discuss any necessary interventions or plans for the child. The committee will 
continue to meet regularly to provide a solid support for each child who may have experienced the 
death of a parent. 
  
I would like to get input from the BOCD as well. Is this something that the committee feels would 
support our mission to provide excellent Christian education. 
  
Prayers Request 
All of the faculty has responded well to the challenges of teaching during the COVID restriction, 
requirements, and recommendations. We have a great Infection Control Plan that has been working 
well. We are thankful for being able to see the children face to face. 
That being said, the teachers’ workload has changed. The previous teaching style has changed. This 
creates stress and stress can cause many other issues. Please pray for all of our teachers so they are 
able to handle all of the change. Pray for our students, also. Pray for their health and safety.   
  

Respectfully submitted, Pete Markgraf 
  
Top Topics 

1. #1 topic continues to be Covid-19.  While there was not much action required around the 
topic this month, reviewing and maintaining support for full in-person schooling needed to 
be voiced and heard by administration.   



2. Flexible preschool admissions policy – Requests have been received to provide more 
enrollment options for preschool children (Example:  combo full-time, part-time; pick the 
days you wish to attend; etc.).  BOCD empowered preschool and principal to make these 
decisions, with ability to bring to BOCD as needed  

3. Clean Air Filtration Proposal – (1) Portable air ionizers and filtration for preschool area and 
(3) Portable Ionizers for classroom areas.  These units can be used inside specific classrooms 
which are approximately 400-425 sq.ft and can easily be moved from room to room as 
situations dictate.  (1) Plasma Air portable air ionizer and filtration unit for quarantine area.  
This unit is a smaller unit meant for spaces such as the quarantine room at St. Paul’s.  
Suggested we use the Thrivent money for the purchase of these units. The total amount 
requested is $9546.95. This will enhance our ability to keep the children safe.  Motion made 
and approved via email prior to meeting.  

  

Calendar   
 Nov 6 NO School – Teacher In-Service 
 Nov 12 NO School: Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 Nov 13 NO School 
 Nov 25-27 NO School: Thanksgiving Break 
  

Respectfully submitted,  
Jon Bleick  

  

 

What Will Christmas Look Like This Year?  

During the fall, we have been working hard at St. Paul’s school to keep things as normal as possible. 
We found out that we are not in control of the virus that has caused the pandemic all around the 
world. We had our share of quarantines and isolations. It seems that our current situation could last 
for quite some time. So, we look forward and think, “What will Christmas look like this year?” 
  
Some of the usual fun activities, will they even be held? Will people be as receptive to all of those 
homemade goodies that have always been part of the Christmas season. We even call them 
Christmas cookies.  
  
The question for the school is the same. What will Christmas look like this year. For over one 
hundred years, there has been some sort of Children’s Christmas service for all to enjoy. Can a 
school hold an event with speaking and singing? Can we have an audience for such a special 
evening? 
  
There may be doubts about our usual Christmas activities and foods, but that is not Christmas at all. 
Christmas is the celebration of Christ’s birth. That event is not subject to change this season or any. 
The message of the birth of the Savior provides us with our true Christmas joy. For Jesus, our 
Savior, came to earth as a baby for me. He determined during Adam and Eve’s time in the Garden 
of Eden that he would live a perfect life for us and suffer and die in our place. That gift to us at 
Christmas reminds us that he fulfilled that promise to us. We have salvation through the baby. That 
is what Christmas will look like again this year. 
  
Pete Markgraf 
St. Paul’s School Principal 
  



MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary 
  

MLC Ladies Auxiliary annual meeting scheduled for October 10, 2020 on the MLC campus was 
canceled due to the COVID-19 restrictions. However, the board has been working to 
dispense information and provide a new list of projects for 2020-2021.  
  
Please look over the list and consider which project(s) you would like to support with a monetary 
gift of any amount.  
  

Standing Projects 
Scholarships $3,000  
Student Travel Assistance $3,000  
Daylight Outreach Opportunities $2,500  

  
Annual Projects 

New Hymnals for the Chapel of the Christ, $3,000 
Spanish Immersion Program Grant, $ 2,000  
Library Study Carrels, $ 1,950  
Gift Book for Teacher Graduates, $ 2,000  
Honeybee Project, $ 1,000  
Fitness Center Equipment – Cross Trainer, $ 3,800  
Solar and Wind Energy Kits, $ 1080  
Sideline Tarps for Football Bowl, $ 1,600  
Fitness Center: Rowing Machine, $ 2,000  
  
Checks should be mailed to MLC. In the memo line on the check, please write "MLC Ladies 
Auxiliary."   
  
The mailing address is:  
1995 Luther Court,  
New Ulm, MN 56073.   
  
Also, thank you for supporting the Food Bank.  Donations are always needed. In a recent bulletin, 
you received the list of items that can be donated. Please consider helping out our married students 
in this way. They appreciate this support. Not only do they receive food, cleaning and paper 
products, but even more so, they know that people care about them and their families. The students 
can give more time to their studies with less concern for providing for the family.  
  
Donations can be 1 item or many items. They may be placed in the donation box in the narthex or 
delivered to MLC after arranging this with the receptionist at 507-354-8221. 
  
Monetary donations can be made as well. Once a year in our St. John's envelope box you will find an 
envelope for MLC Ladies Auxiliary.    
  
Thank you.   
Jeneane Thiesfeldt 
thiesfjm@gmail.com/507-240-4523. 
  

 

 



OWLS 
  

OWLS next meeting plan 
 
The next OWLS meeting will not be held until December.  
 
By the time the November Newsletter is published, the leaders and officers of OWLS will have met 
to do the planning for the Christmas Party in a way that will conform to the then current pandemic 
guidelines for meeting and eating together in away that will be felt safe to avoid infecting others. 
Look for an announcement by Thanksgiving. 
  
Dar Raddatz 
  

 


