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Read This Psalm About Our Awesome God and King 
  
Has there ever been a year you can remember stranger and more uncertain than this one? The world 
is full of unrest. There are riots, the threat of a pandemic disease, devastating storms, and even the 
rumor of giant murder hornets from Japan. On top of everything else there is political upheaval. 
What could make things worse than having all of these problems fall on an election year when they 
are being politicized and exploited for the sake of gaining power and winning an election?  
  
Many of us may be shaking our heads and asking, what’s next? Could there be anything else laid on 
our plates? What could be done for an encore? Who is going to end up being in power, and what 
will it mean for our future? 
  
Never fear. More easily said than done, of course. But never fear the problems this world doles out 
to us or who is in power or what tomorrow may bring. Never fear because the psalmist reminds us 
that God is seated on his throne. Read Psalm 47, printed below in its entirety: 
  
Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.  How awesome is the 
LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth!  He subdued nations under us, peoples 
under our feet.   He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. Selah.   

God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.   Sing 
praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.   For God is the King of 
all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.   God reigns over the nations; God is seated on 
his holy throne.   The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, 
for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted (Psalm 47:1-9).  
  
Note what the Bible tells us about God: 

 He is the great King over all the earth… 
 He subdued nations… 
 He is seated on his holy throne… 
 God Reigns over the nations… and, 
 The kings of the earth belong to God.  

  
Never fear because God is on his throne. No matter who sits on the thrones of this earth, be they 
democrats or republicans, communists, or dictators, good or evil, God is still in sovereign command. 



In the end, the kings of the earth belong to the God, who not only created the world, but also saved 
it by sending his Son Jesus Christ, so that all who believe in him as their Lord and Savior have what 
God promises: the forgiveness of sins, peace with God, and eternal life in heaven. 
  
Jesus warned us that in the last days there would be unrest, wars and rumors of wars, pestilences, 
and plagues in diverse places. He warned that the love of many would grow cold. He even said 
people’s hearts would give out because of fear.  
  
  
But he also gave us the encouragement that all who endure to the end will be saved. Enduring 
means trusting God and his Word no matter how bad the world around us seems to be falling apart. 
And we shall endure, knowing that God is still on his throne and will be forever. 
  
In Christ, 
Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee 
  

 

 

Our Synod at Work 

  
WELS Commission on Special Ministries:  

Part Two 
  
Last month we began a discussion of the WELS Commission on Special Ministries.  In that column 
we provided a broad overview of the work of the Commission which consists of teams that are 
focused on equipping congregations for compassion ministry.  This month we will look at some 
specific programs and even look ahead as to future plans in some areas. 
  
Mission for the Visually Impaired.   The Commission is recording new Lutheran audio books and 
using technology to create audio versions of the Peoples’ Bible Commentary.  Future plans include 
launching an online library of audio books and other resources that the blind and print impaired 
can use free of charge. 
  
Mission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  A ministry resource, “Ministering to People who are 
Deaf or Hard of Hearing,” was created. 
  
Mental Health Needs Committee.  A training module for churches to learn how to be “Recovery 
Friendly Churches” was created.  
  
Conquerors through Christ.  Resources were created for parents to talk to their children on the 
topic of pornography and a preaching seminar for pastors on how to preach about it.  Future plans 
include the creation of resources for women who struggle with pornography and for spouses of 
those who have a pornography addiction. 
  
Freedom for the Captives.  The commission has created “Standing up for Children,” an online 
training for church leaders to prevent abuse and spiritual resources for the survivors of abuse. 
  



Military Services.  An online training for Military Contact Pastors was created along with a 
devotional book for military members.  Future plans include equipping and certifying WELS/ELS 
people in uniform to serve as lay worship leaders during deployments. 
  
Prison Ministry.  A twenty third Prison Ministry correspondence course, “Dealing with Depression 
and Anxiety,” was created.  In the future it is hoped that digital means will be available to provide 
Biblical resources to the incarcerated, along with training congregation members to mentor people 
who have been released from incarceration. 
  
Chaplain Certification.  Online training every spring and fall is provided in partnership with Martin 
Luther College to prepare WELS called workers and church members for using God’s Word in care 
facilities and correctional facilities, as well as providing God’s Word to first responders, fire, and 
law enforcement personnel. 
  
Care Committee for Called Workers.  The Commission produced and promoted resources for 
congregations to encourage their called workers to save for retirement. 
  
Gerald Woodley  

  

 

  

September Sermon Texts 

  

Upcoming Bible Classes will meet in the Church Basement 
begin Thursday, September 17th. 

The classes can also be found at bit.ly/STJLCNUMeet 

  

 

 

 

Sep. 6 Exodus 6:2-8 The LORD’S Covenant is Our Unfailing Hope 

Sep. 13 Matthew 16:21-26 Get Behind Jesus 

Sep. 20 Ezekiel 33:7-11 Return to the LORD 

Sep. 27 Matthew 18:21-35 Forgive Like God 

Thursdays at 10:30 am Book of Revelation Pastor Rob Guenther 

Thursdays at 7 pm Angels Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 



Church Library  
  

Summer is over and seemed so short.  It is back to school, with books and maybe a 
desk/table.  Best wishes to all of the students and teachers. 
  
Last month I read a book already in the church library.  “A View From the Mountains, Inspirational 
Snapshots of God’s Grace in Action.”  John R. Hardison wrote little anecdotes in this book, using 
the mountains and plains and ranches near his Washington home as starter ideas.  Looking for lost 
sheep leads to remembering Jesus, the Good Shepherd. Getting lost themselves in a snowstorm, 
leads him and his friend to trust Jesus for help.  Another anecdote about the beauty of God’s 
creation in Washington and British Columbia reminds the author that “the heavens declare the glory 
of God.” Retired from 30 years of teaching, he is a member of our WELS church in Yakima, 
WA.    I did enjoy all of the anecdotes.  
  
I have been rereading some books lately, ones that I know are worth it. The Bible is one I have read 
many times.  I learn something new every time I reread it. And don’t forget that we have several 
different translations of the Bible in our church library. 
  
Thanks to all who have returned books lately.  The library is still available every morning in the 
church basement.       
My God bless the new school year. 
  
LeiLani Rahn 
Church librarian 
  

 

 

Council Digest 
  
The Church Council met on August 18.  A summary of reports and action from the meeting not 
reported elsewhere in the Fortress follows: 
 Membership changes approved 
Transfers In 
 Rich and Sue Gurgel from Christ Alone, Thiensville, WI 
Transfers Out 
 Katie Harris to River Heights, East Grand Forks, MN 
Deaths 
 7 Apr  Gary Carmichael 
 17 Apr Paul Schroer 
 20 Apr LeRoy Kramer 
 Ministrations  
Funeral 
 11 Jun Nicki Dummer 
 Pastor Bovee noted that the conditions surrounding the current pandemic will likely prevent 

Sunday school classes from being held on site at this time. The availability of a remote learning 
course from Northwestern Publishing House is being investigated as an option until face-to-face 
sessions can resume.  These “Christ Light” materials allow parents to get involved in the training 
and instruction of their children by encouraging them to study God’s Word together.  The 



pandemic will also prevent adult Bible class from being held on Sunday mornings, but expanded 
Thursday morning and evening options will be offered.  Beginning Thursday, September 17th, 
Pastor Bovee will lead a topic on angels and Pastor Guenther, the book of Revelation.  After six 
weeks, they will present the same topics in the opposite time slots.  Watch the Sunday bulletins 
for details. 

 Staff Minister James Dretske has continued to provide a school report (see details on page five of 
this issue of the Fortress).  He also noted that he is enjoying his new role as a staff minister and 
provided a list of current activities: video recording of worship services; setting up for council and 
voters’ meetings; attendance at the Board of Elders, Stewardship, Evangelism, and Trustees 
meetings as well as the Worship Committee; conducted a homebound visit with communion; and 
monitoring the church office phone when other staff members are not present.  He also noted 
that he recently has been able to resume physical pool therapy and will have a six month checkup 
at Mayo Clinic for his disability near the end of August. 

 Treasurer Paul Gunderson will lead the process of developing the proposed congregational budget 
for fiscal year 2021 over the next two months with input from the various boards and 
committees.  The completed budget will be presented for approval at the October voters’ 
meeting. 

 President Thiesfeldt will organize a Nominating Committee to come up with a slate of candidates 
to fill various elective positions on the council and appointive positions on congregational boards 
for three year terms of service beginning on January 1, 2021.  The first meeting of the committee 
is tentatively set to be held prior to the September council meeting on the 15th.  Voting members 
of the congregation who are willing to have their names placed in nomination for a position are 
invited to contact President Thiesfeldt prior to the date of the meeting. 

 Elders chair Bill Dinse reported that a St. John’s member has donated equipment to Oak Hills 
Living Center that will facilitate face-to-face visits with the residents via computer.  Our pastors 
expect to use the equipment for that purpose in the near future. 

 Representing the Trustees, Scott Deters reported that he is getting bids for repair of some broken 
windows on the church.  He is also investigating other options for the potted plants lining the 
covered entrance to the church, including the use of volunteers for the preparation and ongoing 
care of the decorative treatments. 

 Board of Evangelism Chair Bill Pekrul provided a detailed report, noting the following highlights: 
 The Sleepy Eye swimming party and Bible study was attended by close to 190 people. 
 Participation in the pictorial directory photo sessions by our members has been good with all 

the scheduled sessions filled to capacity.  The future sessions have been postponed.  
 Deacon Brad Price attended a meeting of the Evangelism Board to discuss the addition of 

greeters for worship services and determine how their role would be different from ushers. 
 The meeting concluded with a look at a draft of a strategic plan for the congregation, assembled on 

the basis of various activities conducted over the past year as part of Ministry Review 2020.  A 
series of Bible classes on our mission statement, internal reviews conducted by our various boards 
and committees, a congregational survey, and the July voters’ meeting provided feedback which 
was used to compile the document.  The document will be further refined in preparation for the 
September council meeting and consideration at a special voters’ meeting on Tuesday, September 
22, at 7:00 p.m.  Look for more information as that date approaches. 

 Upcoming events: 
 The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 15, at 7:00 p.m. 
 A special voters’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 22, at 7:00 p.m. 

  
Steven R. Thiesfeldt,  
Congregational Chairman 
  



St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
  

splnewulm.org/school/  
  
Registration 
School Registration was held Thursday, August 5th at school. Although the attendance numbers will 
not actually be finalized until the school is in session, it appears that the PreK - 8 enrollment will be 
a little lower than last year. SPL ended the year with 349 students and looks to begin the new school 
year with about 333 in PreK-8. There wasn’t a breakdown of SJ students at this time. A complete 
report will be reported in the Annual Report in January. May God be praised to have each of these 
children in the school to hear the Gospel daily. 
  
School Opening 
The start of school is being planned for face-to-face. As things can still be affected by many factors, 
the faculty and a Covid planning committee have continued to work to determine the best features 
for the start and continuation of school. Various plans with different features have been planned to 
accommodate face-to-face learning yet with guidelines to meet government and CDC guidelines for 
protecting students, teachers, and staff during the school year. Communication will be given to 
parents via emails and with the School Reach Program to let parents know of changes to the school 
learning environment situation. 
  
Changes in Staff 
The preschool has hired all their staff for 2020-21. Along with Mrs. Heidi Meyer and Mrs. Becky 
Guenther who had accepted the call to PreK in July, Mrs. Katie Hermanson and Mrs. Amelia 
Thomford will be joining as a para and floater to help round out the group. 
Mr. Charlie Ungemach was hired to teach 7-8 history and math. Mr. Ungemach comes from 
Milwaukee after teaching for six years. He is now taking MLC classes to become a second career 
pastor. He had graduated in from MLC with a BS degree in education several years ago. 
  
School Grant Project 
During early August three grants were made available to the school. A grant for Raider Kids Care 
worth $17,000 is meant for paying workers hazard pay and providing improvements to the facility to 
help with clean air and clean water. A second grant, GEER, is worth at least $9,500 that is meant to 
be used towards technology that would improve distance learning opportunities for students or any 
summer school enhancements. A third grant, ESSER, is worth at least $18,000 directed towards 
assisting students who fell behind during the pandemic or paying for improvements related to 
COVID requirements. The BOCD is working on determining the specifics on how these grants will 
be fulfilled in accordance with school and student needs. 
 
 
Calendar 
 Sep 1 First Day of School (Grades 1-8) 
 Sep 2 First Day of School (PreK & K) 
 Sep 4 & 7 NO School: Labor Day Weekend 
 Sep 12 Summer Send Off 
  
Respectfully Submitted, James Dretske,  
SJ Staff Minister 
sm.dretske@gmail.com  
  



Student of the Month 
  
St. John’s recognizes the importance of supporting the future called workers of the WELS and has 
created the Ministerial Student Scholarship Fund as a means of assistance to St. John’s members 
training for service in the ministry. These funds are equally distributed to the St. John’s members 
who are third and fourth year students at Martin Luther College or attending the Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary.  
  
Matthias Borgwardt is one of the students who is receiving funds and is attending Martin Luther 
College.  
  

What made you decide to become a pastor/teacher? 
I have always loved history and knew from an early age that I wanted to find a career in the field. I 
discovered that teaching would be the best way to go about this. Going to MLC has the added 
bonus of being able to teach the excellent message of the gospel. 
 
How many years of school do you have left? 
I am in a 5-year program (Elementary Ed. & Social Studies) and have three years remaining. 
 
What class do you enjoy the most? 
My favorite classes are always American History classes. In particular, I enjoy Civil War 
reconstruction, the Gilded Age, and the closely related Progressive era.   
 
What class do you find the most challenging?  
The pedagogy classes are exciting and challenging at the same time. On the one hand, they are 
exciting in the fact they are all about how to teach and run a classroom. For this reason, they are also 
challenging. These classes take lots of time and dedication, they deal with new information, and the 
assignments are very different from the standard k-12  coursework and even college Gen Ed 
courses. 
 
Do you have a job while you’re in school? If so, what do you do? How do you balance work 
and studies? 
For the past two years, I have maintained my part-time job as a custodian at church year-round. This 
school year, I will also keep a part-time job at AMPI butter plant during the school year. The biggest 
thing when balancing work and school is knowing my limitations, luckily both of my jobs are super 
flexible. Here at church, as long as I get my weekly tasks done, I can come in whenever it fits my 
schedule. At AMPI, I will be able to choose my hours. The flexibility of the two jobs will allow me 
to change how much, and when I work according to how my studies are going. 
 
What are your hobbies when you’re not in class or studying (or at work)? 
I enjoy passing my free time by reading non-fiction, playing mandolin, listening to talk radio, and 
engaging in polite political debate. 
 
I want to thank the members of St. Johns not only for your financial support but also for your 
spiritual support. I would ask that you keep all St. Johns students in your thoughts and prayers, 
especially those attending secular institutions. They are exposed to unique spiritual challenges that 
MLC and WLS students naturally won't have to face.  
  

 



Dear Members of St. John’s Church, August 2020 
  
Greetings in the name of our Lord, from your new Staff Minister! I am deeply honored to have been 
called by your congregation’s voters to this position after thirty years in the teaching ministry of 
which twenty-two years were serving as Administrative Teacher at St. John’s Church. I am writing to 
introduce myself and offer my services to you. I pray that this letter finds you healthy and safe. 
  
I am Jim Dretske, and my wife is Cindy. We have come to know many of the members here at St. 
John’s, but realize that there are many that we do not know because of the ever-changing 
membership.  
  
Although I will be doing a variety of things as Staff Minister, part of my call is to assist pastors in 
providing support to members. There may be opportunities to visit the homebound or those in a 
healthcare facility.  
Unfortunately, the current situation has its restrictions.  
  
When the opportunity to visit becomes possible, I would like to assist the pastors in bringing God’s 
Gospel message to you, visit with you, and perhaps at your request, offer the Lord’s Supper with the 
assurance of the forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life. 
  
At this point, I just want to let you know that you are in my prayers and that if you are able to come 
into the church offices and want to visit with me, you can call the church office, call my cell phone, 
or send me an email to set up a time to meet. You can also set up a time for me to visit you if you 
are unable to come to church. As restrictions decrease, I will try to go with pastors to meet those 
who are unable to get out. 
  
May the Lord continue to bless and keep you! You are his own dear child! In Matthew 11:28, Jesus 
said, “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” May we continue 
to serve you through Jesus and his Word. I look forward to serving you in my new role at St. John’s. 
  
In Christ’s Service, 
James L. Dretske 
Staff Minister, St. John’s Lutheran Church, New Ulm 
sm.dretske@gmail.com 
507-217-7604 (my cell)  
stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com (church office) 
507-354-6744 (church office) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary 
  

The MLC Food Bank continues to serve married students with basic non perishable foods, cleaning 
supplies and paper products.  According to the manager, Judy Gosdeck, the shelves were nearly 
bare.  There is a need for many donations because "there are quite a few more"  people who will be 
coming in monthly for assistance.  In addition to specific donations of purchased items, gift cards to 
local businesses and cash donations are greatly appreciated and then used by Mrs. Gosdeck to 
purchase items which are in short supply or great demand.  Donations can be delivered to MLC or 
mailed.  Please contact the college to make arrangements for deliveries.  Mrs. Gosdeck also asked 
me to inform you that if you are a Thrivent member and would be willing to apply for a Thrivent 
grant, you could then use the grant money to shop for the items you want to donate.  Any number 
of items you can donate will be appreciated.  We would like to have the shelves filled as soon as 
possible.  Thank you for your assistance.   
  

Jeneane Thiesfeldt,  
contact person.   
thiesfjm@gmail.com  
or 507-240-4523 
  

 

 

Directory Pictures 
  

Due to COVID19 complications, Lifetouch has suspended their operations and will not be able to 

photograph subjects until January 2021 at the earliest. Therefore, the St John's pictorial directory 

project is on hold until further notice. We will arrange new schedules to accommodate those who 

have not had their photos taken yet when they are back in operation.  

Shutterfly will still work with any customer service issues related to prints you may have ordered.  

Sorry for the inconvenience.  

  

 

 

OWLS September Meeting 

It is with deep regret that we must announce the cancellation of our September Meeting of OWLS 
on September 14. We would like to be able to consult with each other both casually and formally 
through topical discussions that relate to our current pandemic and social protests. They are often 
described as unparalleled and warrant our formulating a mature and studied Christian understanding 
as well as witness to our friends and family. A continuing narrow focus on this world's issues and 
troubles is assured by both the media and head-shaking conversations with concerned or simply 
puzzled neighbors and family.   We profit by adding to this focus the perspectives of another 
important world: Christ's and the church's as informed by the Word of God. It is after all from this 
world that we hear the encouraging Word that is central to our faith and each day's peace: "God so 
loved the world...." Love led him to become the Father of our human family; love led him to send 
his Son from that world to our world to do the works that rescue us from our rebellions; love led 
him to install his Spirit within us as our gentle, ever present heavenly Counselor. 



  
But with schools so close to beginning and media rumors of pandemic outbreaks surprising and 
putting in jeopardy their successful openings, we do not want to risk the count of new cases 
prompting cancellations locally. We are, after all, a vulnerable age group! So... the September 
meeting is cancelled. 
  
Dar Raddatz 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 


