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Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
October 13/14, 2018 

 
Prayer before worship: Heavenly Father, too often we put our trust in worldly wealth instead of  
in you. Forgive us for our greed, covetousness, and idolatry. Thank you for sending Jesus to do 
what was impossible for us and obtain our salvation. Now, in Christ, we are truly wealthy! We have 
the riches of  heaven! And for that we are grateful. Help us to continue to put our trust in you 
whether in poverty or wealth. Help us to keep our lives free from the love of  money and be 
content will all you’ve given us and all you’ve promised us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 Order of  Service: Saturday: Evening Prayer page 52 
  Sunday: Morning Praise page 45 

 
OPENING HYMN Take the World, but Give Me Jesus CW 355 
 
 
PSALM of  the DAY Psalm 90 CW p. 99 
 
 
LESSON  2 Kings 5:14-27 

So he went down and dipped 
himself  in the Jordan seven 
times, as the man of  God had 
told him, and his flesh was 
restored and became clean like 
that of  a young boy. Then 
Naaman and all his attendants 
went back to the man of  God. 
He stood before him and said, 
"Now I know that there is no 
God in all the world except in 
Israel. Please accept now a gift 
from your servant."  The 
prophet answered, "As surely as 
the LORD lives, whom I serve, 
I will not accept a thing." And 
even though Naaman urged 
him, he refused. "If  you will 
not," said Naaman, "please let 
me, your servant, be given as 
much earth as a pair of  mules 
can carry, for your servant will 
never again make burnt 
offerings and sacrifices to any 

other god but the LORD. But 
may the LORD forgive your 
servant for this one thing: 
When my master enters the 
temple of  Rimmon to bow 
down and he is leaning on my 
arm and I bow there also-- 
when I bow down in the temple 
of  Rimmon, may the LORD 
forgive your servant for this."  
"Go in peace," Elisha said. 
After Naaman had traveled 
some distance, Gehazi, the 
servant of  Elisha the man of  
God, said to himself, "My 
master was too easy on 
Naaman, this Aramean, by not 
accepting from him what he 
brought. As surely as the 
LORD lives, I will run after 
him and get something from 
him." So Gehazi hurried after 
Naaman. When Naaman saw 
him running toward him, he 

got down from the chariot to 
meet him. "Is everything all 
right?" he asked. "Everything is 
all right," Gehazi answered. 
"My master sent me to say, 
'Two young men from the 
company of  the prophets have 
just come to me from the hill 
country of  Ephraim. Please 
give them a talent of  silver and 
two sets of  clothing.'"  
"By all means, take two talents," 
said Naaman. He urged Gehazi 
to accept them, and then tied 
up the two talents of  silver in 
two bags, with two sets of  
clothing. He gave them to two 
of  his servants, and they carried 
them ahead of  Gehazi. When 
Gehazi came to the hill, he 
took the things from the 
servants and put them away in 
the house. He sent the men 
away and they left. Then he 



 

 

LESSON  Hebrews 13:1-6 

SEASONAL RESPONSE 
 

Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of  your faithful people,  
and kindle in us the fire of  your love. Alleluia!  

 
HYMN of  the DAY Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ CW 401 
 
 
 
SERMON  Mark 10:17-27 

Mission: Impossible!  
 

Keep on loving each other as 
brothers. Do not forget to 
entertain strangers, for by so 
doing some people have 
entertained angels without 
knowing it. Remember those in 
prison as if  you were their 
fellow prisoners, and those who 

are mistreated as if  you 
yourselves were suffering. 
Marriage should be honored by 
all, and the marriage bed kept 
pure, for God will judge the 
adulterer and all the sexually 
immoral. Keep your lives free 
from the love of  money and be 

content with what you have, 
because God has said, "Never 
will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you." So we say with 
confidence, "The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. 
What can man do to me?"  

As Jesus started on his way, a 
man ran up to him and fell on 
his knees before him. "Good 
teacher," he asked, "what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?" 
"Why do you call me good?" 
Jesus answered. "No one is 
good-- except God alone. You 
know the commandments: 'Do 
not murder, do not commit 
adultery, do not steal, do not 
give false testimony, do not 
defraud, honor your father and 
mother.'"  
"Teacher," he declared, "all 

these I have kept since I was a 
boy." Jesus looked at him and 
loved him. "One thing you 
lack," he said. "Go, sell 
everything you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me." At this the man's 
face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth.  
Jesus looked around and said to 
his disciples, "How hard it is 
for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of  God!" The 
disciples were amazed at his 

words. But Jesus said again, 
"Children, how hard it is to 
enter the kingdom of  God! It is 
easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of  a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom 
of  God." The disciples were 
even more amazed, and said to 
each other, "Who then can be 
saved?" Jesus looked at them 
and said, "With man this is 
impossible, but not with God; 
all things are possible with 
God."  

went in and stood before his 
master Elisha. "Where have you 
been, Gehazi?" Elisha asked. 
"Your servant didn't go 
anywhere," Gehazi answered. 
But Elisha said to him, "Was 

not my spirit with you when the 
man got down from his chariot 
to meet you? Is this the time to 
take money, or to accept 
clothes, olive groves, vineyards, 
flocks, herds, or menservants 

and maidservants? Naaman's 
leprosy will cling to you and to 
your descendants forever." 
Then Gehazi went from 
Elisha's presence and he was 
leprous, as white as snow.  



 

 

MAGNIFICAT Saturday CW p. 57 
TE DEUM Sunday CW p. 48 
  
 
OFFERING 
 
 
PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER   
 
 
CLOSING HYMN What Is the World to Me CW 477 
 
 

†  †  † 
 
 

ORGANIST Jeneane Thiesfeldt 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 9-1 pm MVL Belgian Waffles 
 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
Mon 7 pm Trustees Meeting 
Tue 7 pm Council Meeting 
Wed 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 
Thu 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: 1 Kings 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: James 
Fri 6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: Nehemiah 
Sat 9 am Cards of  Caring: 403 N. Minnesota St.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Oct 21 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
Oct 23 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
 7 pm Quarterly Voters’ Meeting 
Oct 24 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 
Oct 25 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: James 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: 1 Kings 
Oct 26 6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God” 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: Proverbs 
 6 pm Youth Group: Bonfire and More: 601 S. Washington St. 
Oct 27 7:15 am Men of  His Word Conference, Rochester 
 8 am LWMS Fall Rally 
Oct 28 8 am Grades K-4 sing 
 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
 10:30 am Student Teacher Meet & Greet 
 3 pm MLC Joint Reformation Service 
Oct 29 6:30 pm Worship Committee Meeting 
Oct 30 7 pm Altar Guild Meeting 
Oct 31 5 pm Public Catechism 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 
Nov 1 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: James 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: 1 Kings 
Nov 2 6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God”  
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: Proverbs 
 7 pm MVL Fall Play 
 7:30 pm MLC Musical 

 

†  Upcoming Weekend Services  † 
Saturday: 7 pm 

Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11 am 



 

 

ST. JOHN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 659 with 530 attending Communion. 

Men’s Bible Breakfast - On Giving Advice to God ~ Want to deepen your faith? Join us Friday 
mornings at 6:30 am at Perkin's Restaurant to be fed both physically and spiritually. For now we're 
going through the book of Nehemiah, but starting, Friday, October 26th, we'll be reading through 
Prof. em. Daniel Deutschlander's new book, "On Giving Advice To God," (Part 1) and discussing it.    
 
Youth Group *Updated* ~ October Event: will be a campfire with brats/hot dogs, s’mores and 
activities on Friday, October 26, from 6 - 8:30 pm at 601 S. Washington St. Please sign up on the 
board in the narthex if you will attend. Bring a bag of chips to share and feel free to bring a friend! 
Contact Lisa Goeglein at ali3b2g@gmail.com or 217-7117 with questions.  
 
Altar Guild Meeting ~ There will be an Altar Guild meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 30th at 7 pm. We 
could always use more help, so if you're interested in seeing what Altar Guild is all about, feel free to 
join us. We only meet formally once per year, and we take turns preparing the sanctuary for worship, 
so the time commitment is relatively small. Come and check out this opportunity to serve!  
 
Cards of Caring ~ The “Cards of Caring” volunteers continue to make cards to send to members 
who are on our church’s homebound or “thinking of you” list. We send cards for birthdays, 
anniversaries, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Winter/Valentine’s and Easter. We also make cards for our 
confirmands and for our LWMS Befriend a Mission families. We plan to meet Saturdays, October 20 
and November 10, (Note date change) at 403 N. Minnesota St. between the hours of 9 am and noon. 
Come as your schedule allows. Assistance is needed with creating cards from recycled cards or using 
decorative stamps, writing greetings in the cards, applying Scripture verse stamps, seals, and prepping 
envelopes. Everyone is welcome from age 12 and older to come for fun and fellowship. We also 
welcome all MLC students. For information contact Lois Willems at 507-676-1230. 
 
Choral Fest, November 9-11 ~ St. John's will host Great Plains Lutheran High School Choir and 
will serve them a lunch at St. John's in the basement on Sunday, November 11th at 12:00 noon. Food 
donations and helpers are needed. Please consider participating in this event by signing up on the 
sheet in the narthex. Thank you. Please contact Jeneane Thiesfeldt if you have questions at 
thiesfjm@gmail.com or 507-240-4523. 
 
 
 
 

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $15,749 Home Operations ~ $14,532 is our weekly need  
 $1,411 MVL ~ $1,118 is our weekly need  
 $2,300 Missions ~ $1,648 is our weekly need  
 $1,167 Building Fund ~ $1,603 is our weekly need  
 $29 Food & Fellowship 
 $35 Christian Family Solutions  



 

 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Matching Gift for St. Paul’s School Building Project ~ A Time to Build project at St Paul’s 
Lutheran School will be moving ahead and donations are needed to maintain the momentum! To 
encourage those who are considering a donation to the building fund, a member of St. John’s is 
offering a dollar-for-dollar match up to $10,000 for contributions made before Thanksgiving. If the 
$10,000 is fully matched by Thanksgiving, the donor will provide another $5,000 of matching funds 
until Christmas! Watch for more information on this exciting opportunity in weeks to come!   
 
MVL News ~ "Dad's Belgian Waffles" at MVL - The MVL Booster Club is excited to serve the 
annual "Dad's Belgian Waffles" brunch. Join us this Sunday, Oct. 14, between 9 am and 1 pm for all 
you care to eat waffles, flavored syrups, sausages, and beverages. Advance tickets can be purchased at 
home volleyball games, or call the school office at 507-354-6851. 
 
Men of His Word Conference ~ Time is running out to register for the Men of His Word 
conference in Rochester, MN on Saturday, October 27th. Can’t decide whether or not to come? The 
men who have attended the Men of His Word seminars in the past have described them as 
“inspiring,” “awesome,” “super-encouraging,” “very educational,” and “a ton of fun.” You will be 
glad you came! For more information about this important event for WELS men go to 
menofhisword.org.  
 
LWMS Fall Rally ~ will be held at St. John's Lutheran Church in Sleepy Eye, on Saturday, Oct. 27.  
All confirmed women (teens to gray-haired) are encouraged to attend this interesting 1/2 day rally to 
learn more about and support mission work in the WELS. The theme is CAMM- Central Africa 
Medical Mission- Matthew 25: 40. The presenter will be Shelly Sievert. See the schedule and sign-up 
sheet in the new narthex. Questions?- call Marley Kuckhahn.  
 
WELS Trunk or Treat in New Ulm! ~ St John’s Church, St Paul’s Church, MLC, and St Paul’s 
School are teaming up to provide a fun community awareness activity on Saturday, October 27 from 
3 - 5 pm in the St Paul’s School parking lot. St. John’s members are invited to decorate the trunk of 
their vehicle and drive it to the parking lot for a fun, autumn treat celebration! You can also support 
our joint venture by bringing a candy donation to the church office. Watch for more information next 
week and on St. John’s social media. To sign up for a space in the parking lot, or for more 
information, email Sarah Zahrt zahrtse@gmail.com 
 
Joint Reformation Service at MLC ~ 500 years ago, in the 26th Thesis for the Heidelberg 
Disputation, Martin Luther wrote, “The law says, ‘Do this,’ and it is never done. Grace says, ‘believe 
this,’ and everything is already done.” On October 28th at 3 p.m. at the Chapel of the Christ on the 
campus of Martin Luther College, we once again give thanks for God’s tremendous grace to us in 
Christ. Pastor Roger Knepprath will preach this year and the Chorale from MLC will enhance our 
worship with song. Following the service, you are invited to meet in 
the lower level of the chapel for a presentation from Kingdom 
Workers to learn of recent mission efforts in our area. Following the 
reports and updates, you may join us for a complimentary supper in 
the college cafeteria. A free will offering will be collected to support 
ongoing mission work by our mission team.  



 

 

MLC SOLA Appreciation Dinner ~ MLC is hosting the Support and Outreach Legacy Association 
(SOLA) annual appreciation dinner on Friday, November 2, in the Chapel of the Christ fellowship 
room (lower level) at 5:30 pm. A full buffet dinner will be served, and MLC students will provide 
music. Complimentary tickets to the musical Crazy for You will also be provided (RSVP required). If 
you are a SOLA member and wish to attend, please contact Michelle Gartner at 354-8221 or 
gartneml@mlc-wels.edu. If you are not a SOLA member but have remembered MLC in your estate 
plan and wish to join SOLA, please contact Kate Tohal at 217-7982 or tohalkj@mlc-wels.edu. To 
request a registration form.  
 
Job Openings ~ Bethany Lutheran College has two faculty positions available for consideration: 
Engineering and Computer Science. Go to their website: www.blc.edu/employment for more 
information.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Minister Kelly Emde kremde@comcast.net 

Administrative Teacher Jim Dretske jdretske@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Jean Schroeder jschroeder@splnewulm.org 

St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 

 
About the Cover ~ It seems impossible for a camel, large as it is, to fit through the eye of a needle, 
as small as it is. It would seem just as impossible for us meet God’s standard of perfection. 
Thankfully, what is impossible for us, is possible for God. In fact, it’s not only possible, it’s done. 
Through Jesus’ perfect life, innocent death, and glorious resurrection, he has accomplished that which 
was impossible for us: our salvation! Thank God! Now, we use the blessings he’s given us to show 
our thanks to him! 


