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RENEWAL 
Titus 3:4-6  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
  
We have stepped into the New Year. It’s a sort of special time because we regard it as 
an opportunity to have a new beginning, as if everything can start over fresh and 
renewed. Some of us may make New Year’s resolutions and hope to leave the 
problems of the past behind us. 
  
Of course, the reality is, many of the old problems are really not left behind. They tend 
to follow us wherever we go, even into the New Year.  The debts, the hard feelings, the 
illnesses, all have a way rearing their ugly heads again. For sinners such as we, 
grudges, sickness, sorrow, and creditors are not easily shaken.  They tend to continue 
to taunt and harass us even though we attempt to ignore them and pretend, at least for 
a brief moment, that they aren’t really there anymore. 
  
Thankfully these problems are all temporary. In fact, the greatest problem in our lives, 
the one which incurred the greatest debt, inflicted the most painful wounds, and was the 
heaviest burden we had to bear, has really been taken off our shoulders. We do not 
have to pretend at all; it is really all gone. For the burden which brought every painful 
problem upon us has now been taken away for us by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
  
Jesus Christ has taken away our sin. He removed the guilt that weighed us down. Not 
just the feelings of guilt. Feelings and emotions are never a good gauge to determine 
whether we have a right relationship with God. We all have remorse.  
  
However, Jesus took away the real guilt, that is, the sin that condemned us before God 
and separated us from him. When Jesus died on the cross, his perfect sacrifice paid the 
real debt, for our real sin.  What is more, his perfect righteousness really counts for all of 
us. Through faith in Jesus we are declared innocent in God’s sight. 
  
St. Paul reminds us that it had nothing to do with us. He wrote: “But when the 
kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us 
generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.”  God imparted salvation to us through 
his mercy. Paul reminds us that in our baptisms – the washing of rebirth and renewal by 



the Holy Spirit – we have been made completely new. We have been regenerated, born 
again, and renewed.   
  
The Prophet Jeremiah wrote in the book of Lamentations that God’s mercies are new 
every morning. With each new day we can look out at the sunrise and realize we have a 
new beginning with God in Christ, for the slate of sin has been wiped clean by his blood. 
  
For the Christian, it is more than just wishful thinking that we have a new beginning in 
2020. It is not because of the turn of the year on the calendar, but because in Christ we 
are made new and are able to start all over again. We have been justified, and so it is 
JUST – IF – I’D never sinned. Jesus is our righteousness. 
  
In Christ, 
Pastor Bovee 

  

 

 

Wish List 
  

Dear saints, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee, thank you for your generous financial support 
of our congregation's ministry! Your hearts, moved by thanksgiving to God for all he's done for us 
in Christ, which have given so generously, give clear evidence of your faith that trusts in God to 
provide all that we need! We are happy to report that by such generous gifts, all of the items on our 
church's wish list have been fully covered. Thank you to all who have contributed! We will soon 
purchase the accessories needed to start a hand bell choir, an organ memory system upgrade, and 
several timpani (kettle drums), which will all enhance our worship as we give glory to God for all 
he's done for us!  
  
There will be a full report on these and other Stewardship Committee matters in the annual report 
early next year! Thanks again for your generosity moved by God's grace to us! May Jesus continue to 
bless you all that you all might continue to be a blessing others! 
  
In Him, 
Pastor Rob Guenther 
  

 

 

Church Library 
  

Welcome to the new year, 2020.  New Year’s Resolutions ?  Get into the Word. 

This month I want to introduce 3 new novels.  Inspirational , this genre is called.   The first novel 

, Thorn in my Heart by Liz Curtis Higgs, takes the plot from the Bible lesson of Jacob and  Esau, 

Leah and Rachel , and places it in Scotland in the year 1788, and writes an interesting novel.  Ms. 

Higgs has written other books that use other plots from the Bible and rewrites into a novel.  

Two other novels in the fiction section are books self-published by Austin Chaflin, a junior at 

MLC.  He told the Women of St. John’s here how he loves ancient history and was able to  write 

about it, in a novel.  The first book is Roman and Rebel which deals with 2 brothers who are Roman 

soldiers but are Gauls (French) fighting against the Gauls, in the year 52 B.C.  The war is history, but 



the brothers are fictional.  One brother decides to join the rebels against Rome and we read about 

many battles fought and the love of violence that the Roman army had.  Be aware of the violence, as 

you read.  

 The second book by Austin Chaflin is titled Companions  and takes place in the year 340 B.C.  The 

fictional characters are companions to Alexander the Great as he is conquering the world.  Austin 

plans to write more but right now he is busy being a student.  Ancient History is very interesting to 

him but in these,  a mature audience is needed to understand. 

 Happy New Year to you all.  

LeiLani Rahn,  

Church librarian 

  

 

Women of St. John’s 
  
The Women of St. John's met on December 3, 2019.  Pastor Bovee led a devotion on the words: 
“for unto us a Child is born”.  During Advent, we celebrate the coming of Christ in the past (at His 
birth), the present (in our hearts), and the future (the final judgment).  We live in a world dark with 
unbelief, sin, and condemnation.  Better than a white elephant gift, Jesus is our gift of Light in the 
past, present,  and the future. 
     There was no Business Meeting.  Our hostesses, Karen Grunwald and Mary Hussman, served an 
assortment of Christmas refreshments.  Birthday hymns were sung for December and summer 
birthdays.  Carolyn Carmichael gifted everyone with a hand made cell phone bag to be hung from 
your neck—no more lost cell phones. 
     After sharing personal Christmas memories, white elephant gifts were gradually handed out, 
taken away, passed to the right and finally found their new owner.  The gifts were opened and 
shared with much amusement.  The gifts ranged from lovely to useful to delicious to odd and 
sometimes “What is this?”    
  
Ruth Aufderheide,  
Secretary  
  

 

Youth Group 

The Youth Group (Grades 6-12) are invited to Mt. Kato on Saturday, January 4th. We’ll 
meet in the church parking lot at 10:30 am. Please bring $17 for the lift ticket. Sign up 
on the youth board in the new narthex if you are able to come.  
  
Parents, please consider driving for this event. We will be back at church at 1:30 pm. 
Please sign up on the board or contact Lisa Goeglein at ali3b2g@gmail.com or 507-217-
7117 if you are able to drive. Thank you!  

  

 

 

 



Council Digest 
  

  
The Church Council met on December 17.  A summary of reports and action from the meeting not 
reported elsewhere in the Fortress follows: 
 Membership changes approved 
 Transfer Out 
  Kristi Horn to Zion Lutheran, Olivia, MN 
 Transfers In 
  Myra Culverson from St. Paul’s, New Ulm, MN 
  Katie Harris from River Heights, East Grand Forks, MN 
  Joel and Karen Thomford; Hans from Zion, Chesaning, MI 
 Ministrations  
 Wedding 
 30 Nov Kim Smith and Elver Niebuhr 
 Baptisms 
 24 Nov Joelle Beth Nilson 
 30 Nov Aaron Andrew Wagner 
 The meeting functioned as a mini-orientation for new members who will begin their three-year 
terms of service on the council in January 2020.  Brad Price will join the council in the new year 
as a deacon with responsibility for organizing usher crews and tracking service attendance among 
other things.  The position has been vacant for most of the past year.  Mike Thom will begin a 
term as financial secretary, replacing Jim Grunwald who has served in the position for the past six 
years.  We thank him for his service to the congregation.  Installation of all council, board and 
committee members elected to new terms at the voters’ meeting last October will take place 
during the 11:00 a.m. service on Sunday, January 19, 2019.  

 Two additional vacant congregational positions have been filled by the council pending ratification 
by the voters in January.  The new appointees are Wayne Wels on the Endowment Committee 
and Daryl Fleck on the Board of Trustees. 

 The last remaining position to be filled is congregational archivist.  Prof. emeritus Robert Krueger 
has faithfully served in the position and will retire from the work at the end of the year.  The 
formation of a support committee is also under consideration.  Please contact President 
Thiesfeldt if you have interest in this work. 

 MLC Staff Ministry Intern Benjamin Ristow completed his internship at St. John’s over the past 
semester and achieved staff ministry certification at the college at the mid-year commencement 
service.  We thank Ben for his service to our congregation and pray that God will provide him 
with an opportunity to use his training in the future. 

 Staff Minister Kelly Emde gave his last report before retiring at the end of the calendar year.  A 
farewell reception for Kelly with light refreshments served by the Board of Evangelism will take 
place in the new narthex after the New Year’s Eve service.  We thank Kelly for his years of 
faithful service to the congregation and pray that God will bless his retirement.  When he retires 
the position will not be filled pending the outcome of the council’s Ministry Review 2020, which 
will include a review of staffing needs.  In the meantime, the church staff has met to divide up the 
tasks carried out by our staff minister. 

 The council designated this year’s Lutheran Charities envelope for WELS Christian Aid and Relief 
(50%) and WELS Christian Family Solutions (50%).   

 Board of Elders chair Bill Dinse reported that our communion ware has been repaired and is back 
in service. 

 In response to a request from the Worship Committee, Board of Stewardship chair Dan 
Borgwardt brought a recommendation to allocate up to $40,000 in undesignated estate funds for 
the following purchases (listed in priority order with cost estimates in parentheses): 
1. Additional handbells and accessories to round out the earlier purchase of a partial set and 
allow the start of a handbell choir at St. John’s ($13,000 including repayment of an internal 



loan for the previous purchase); 
2. Organ memory and control system improvements to facilitate the saving of registration 
settings and accommodate the many different organists who use the instrument ($16,000); 
and 

3. Timpanies ($8,000). 
 The recommendation was approved by the council. 
 Treasurer Paul Gunderson noted the possibility of year-end deficits in our commitments for 
financial support to Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School and the WELS Congregational 
Mission Offering.  He recommended that funds distributed by the Endowment Committee over 
the past two years totaling approximately $19,200 be applied first to any year-end deficits in these 
areas and then turned over to the Board of Stewardship for project considerations, subject to 
subsequent council approval.  The recommendation was approved. 

 Board of Evangelism chair Bill Pekrul reported on the success of the recent Christmas for Kids 
activity with 68 children in attendance.  Next year this event will be modified to take on a greater 
outreach emphasis.  St. John’s-St. Paul’s participation at Thanksgiving time in the local Parade of 
Lights was a successful way of advertising our presence in the community.  The board will assist 
with Winter Carnival activities at St Paul’s Lutheran School on January 11, 2020.  Easter for Kids 
is scheduled for April 4, 2020, at St Paul’s Lutheran School.  A youth soccer camp community 
outreach is planned for June 29 - July 2, 2020.  Many of these activities are being coordinated by 
John and Paul Ministries, a joint effort of our two New Ulm WELS congregations. 

 The congregation has been without full financial reports on a monthly basis for much of the past 
year due to chronic health issues affecting our Bookkeeper, Wendy Lambrecht.  All other 
bookkeeping tasks continue to be kept current.  In an effort to provide assistance, the Executive 
Committee of the council has engaged member Mike Thom on a temporary basis with a goal of 
having a complete 2019 financial report for both the council and the voters in January 2020.   

 The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 21, at 7:00 p.m. 
 The annual voters’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 28, at 7:00 p.m.  Reports for this 
meeting are due in the church office no later than Monday, January 13.  

  
Steven R. Thiesfeldt,  
Congregational Chairman 
  

  

Our Synod at Work 
  

Commission on Inter-Church Relations:  
Part Two 

  
Last month we began a discussion of the WELS Commission on Inter-Church Relations.  As we 
stated in that column, the Commission on Inter-Church Relations serves under the Conference of 
Presidents and represents the synod in doctrinal discussions with other church bodies that are, or are 
not, in fellowship with the synod.  The Commission meets twice each year for regular meetings.  
Also, last month we looked at the work of the Commission with church bodies in North America.  
This month we will take a look at how the Commission works with other church bodies throughout 
the world. 
  
South America:  The Commission is closely monitoring a number of very positive developments in 
Central and South America.  The WELS Latin America team works through the Academia Cristo 
website and courses. 
  
 



Europe:  Representatives from the Commission have attended the CELC Europe conferences as 
well as retreats and symposia sponsored by European churches of our fellowship.  We have a church 
body of our fellowship in war-torn Ukraine as well. 
  
Asia:  In November of 2018, Commission member Rev. Thomas Fricke attended the CELC Asia-
Oceania conference that was sponsored by south Asian Lutheran Evangelical Mission in Hong 
Kong.  The conference brought together people from church bodies in Japan, Indonesia, India, 
South Korea, East Asia, Australia, and Hong Kong.  Churches from the Philippines and Taiwan 
were also present.  
  
Africa:  The Commission recommended that convention delegates to WELS make a formal 
declaration of church fellowship with Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ—Kenya.  
Swedish missionaries brought Lutheranism to Kenya in 1948, and in 1963 the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Kenya became an independent church body.  Over time, however, the church began to 
tolerate false teachings in its fellowship, and a group of Kenyan pastors broke away and began 
searching for a confessional Lutheran church body.  In 2015, this group presented a formal request 
for fellowship. 
  
As we stated last month, WELS continues to receive more and more inquiries from established and 
emerging churches around the globe that are looking for fellowship with the WELS and for 
assistance in educating pastors in their countries. 
  
Gerald Woodley 
  

 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
  

splnewulm.org/school/  
  
BOCD Actions: 
The BOCD did meet in December and 
 … looked at continued plans of the PreK Action Committee (PAC) in regard to licensure for 
Early Childhood and the anticipated look at how the new PreK/DayCare will be implemented, 
as well as needs for staffing. Nothing is finalized at this point. 

 …discussed plans to fill a vacancy due to the resignation of Mrs. Holle Rodriguez who had been 
called to fill in for Mr. Dretske during his medical reduction of service. Mrs. Emily Stoering  has 
accepted the role of Long-term sub for this position and will fill the position until the end of the 
school year. Mrs. LaShawn Smith will fill the part-time position for which Mrs. Stoering had 
been teaching in the areas of Math and Religion. Mr. Dretske was seen by the Orthopedic doctor 
in December and due to positive progress made through therapy is being allowed to transition to 
one hour per day in the classroom to help with a math class after Christmas Break. 

 Reported that the elevator was completed and passed inspection. The full building passed 
inspection and full occupancy was granted. Praise the Lord! 

  
Dedication Service 
A committee is working on details for a special dedication service on January 26 for praising and 
thanking God for the blessing of the new building and improvements to the school. Final details 
will be published in the church bulletins, but there will be a special service at the school at 11:00am 
followed by a catered meal in the gymnasium. K-8 is scheduled to sing from both congregations. 
  



School Closings 
School will resume on Monday, January 6th. There will be NO SCHOOL on January 17 for the end 
of the quarter In-service. There will also be NO SCHOOL on Monday, Jan. 20 with the faculty 
involved with a Science Curriculum Conference at MLC that day.  The end of the 2nd Quarter will 
be Thursday, January 16 with report cards going home the following Friday.  
  
MAP Testing 
MAP testing for grades 3-8 will take place early during the 3rd Quarter. Students will take tests in 
the areas of Reading, Math, and Language. 
  
Lutheran Schools Week 
LSW will be held the week of February 9-14. The SJ PreK-8 children will be singing at the 
beginning of the 11:00 service on Sunday, Feb. 9 to kick off the LSW activities. The LSW activities 
will end with a Pep Rally followed by a four-day Winter Break which coincides with the Annual 
MLC Basketball Tournament for our 7-8th grade teams. School will resume on Tuesday, February 
18. 
  
Calendar 
 Jan. 6 School resumes 
 Jan. 17, 20 NO SCHOOL 
 Jan. 24 Report cards go home 
 Jan. 26 Dedication Service at 11 am 
  Meal and other details will be in bulletins 
 Feb. 9 PreK-8 sing at 11 am 
 Feb. 14-17 NO SCHOOL 
  
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
James Dretske   
jdretske@splnewulm.org  

  

 

Archives 

Those Who Served 
  
Over the years St. John’s has held elections just like our government does.  Though this article may 
just be names, it might also bring back some special memories and indicate some changes in the 
organization of the congregation.  Their service was important for St. John’s and the Kingdom of 
God. 
   
1959: Pastor, Frederic Nitz.  For 1959 the 1959-60 Handbook names Howard  Kaiser Moderator 
and the following as members of the Church Council: Howard Birkholz, Chairman and Financial 
Secretary; Paul Vorwerk, Secretary; Allan Affolter, Treasurer; Roland Hoenecke, Alvin  Rolloff, and 
Gilbert Tews Elders; William Brey, Arley Rolloff, and Charles Jacobs Trustees; Albert Hopman, 
Deacon; Marcus Raasch and Raymond Laabs, Delegate and Alternate.    
    
1969: Pastor, Frederic Nitz.  Henry Baumann was Moderator; Sheldon Pearse, Secretary; Thomas 
Steinberg, Treasurer; A. Paul Martens, Financial Secretary; Eldon Hirsch, Herbert Berg and Eldon 
Timian served as Elders; Dennis Vogel, Elmer Rolloff and Harvey Starke as Trustees; and Gary 
Carmichael as Deacon; Alvin Rolloff and Robert Grebe, Delegate and Alternate. 
  



1994: Pastors, David Kolander and Jeffrey Bovee; David Zabel, Director of Christian 
Education.  Darvin Raddatz, Daryl Kliment, Robert Orth, John Fluegge, Randy Gieseke, Steven 
Bruns, Michael Raddatz, Thomas Hunter, Gerald Yanz and Kevin Doering served in various 
positions. 
   
2009: Pastors, Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher, James Dretske.  
Serving on the Church Council were officers: President, Roger Klockziem; Vice President, Robert 
Krueger; Secretary, Paul Willems; Treasurer, John Micheel and Financial Secretary, David Stoering.  
Mark Bauer served as Deacon,  
  
For 2019 and for 2020 you may refer to the 2019 Annual Report.   
  
Many others also served over the years as members of boards and committees, ushers, officers and 
leaders of other organizations and in other capacities.  Some names will appear in future articles.  
Over the years some names reoccur for various offices and positions.  Thanks to all. 
  
Bob Krueger 
  

 

 

Cards of Caring 
  
The St. John’s Cards of Caring volunteer group will meet on Saturdays, January 11th and February 
8th to make Valentine and warm winter wishes cards  for our homebound and “thinking of you” 
members and also, for our LWMS Befriend a Mission families.  
  
We continue to meet at 403 N. Minnesota St (enter on 4th North). You are welcome to come for 
fun and fellowship between the hours of 9 am and noon as your schedule permits.  
  
MLC students are welcome as are our members ages  
12 years old and older.  
  
Contact Lois Willems with questions at 507-676-1230. 
  

 

 

 


