
 

 



 

 



 

 

Worship Notes 
Second Sunday in Advent 

December 8/9, 2018 
 

Prayer before worship: Almighty God, as John the baptist prepared the way for the coming of  
our Lord Jesus Christ, so may we receive his message in order to prepare ourselves to worship and 
follow you. We confess our sins to you, and ask you to forgive us for Jesus' sake. We embrace with 
joy the promise that we are pardoned by his redemption. We commit ourselves to you, body and 
soul, that by your grace we too may serve you, as John did, with truest devotion and deepest 
humility. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.  
 
 Order of  Service: Saturday: Evening Prayer page 52 
  Sunday: Morning Praise page 45 

 
OPENING HYMN Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes CW 12 
 Saturday 
OPENING HYMN Morning Hymn CW p. 45 
 Sunday 
 
 
PSALM of  the DAY Psalm 24 p. 73 
 
 
LESSON  Malachi 3:1-4 

ANTHEM Comfort, Comfort All My People 11 am 
 
LESSON  1 Corinthians 4:1-5 

So then, men ought to regard 
us as servants of  Christ and as 
those entrusted with the secret 
things of  God. Now it is 
required that those who have 
been given a trust must prove 
faithful. I care very little if  I am 

judged by you or by any human 
court; indeed, I do not even 
judge myself. My conscience is 
clear, but that does not make 
me innocent. It is the Lord who 
judges me. Therefore judge 
nothing before the appointed 

time; wait till the Lord comes. 
He will bring to light what is 
hidden in darkness and will 
expose the motives of  men's 
hearts. At that time each will 
receive his praise from God.  

"See, I will send my messenger, 
who will prepare the way 
before me. Then suddenly the 
Lord you are seeking will come 
to his temple; the messenger of  
the covenant, whom you desire, 
will come," says the LORD 
Almighty. But who can endure 

the day of  his coming? Who 
can stand when he appears? For 
he will be like a refiner's fire or 
a launderer's soap. He will sit as 
a refiner and purifier of  silver; 
he will purify the Levites and 
refine them like gold and silver. 
Then the LORD will have men 

who will bring offerings in 
righteousness, and the offerings 
of  Judah and Jerusalem will be 
acceptable to the LORD, as in 
days gone by, as in former 
years.  



 

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE 
 

The Lord will come again in glory.  
The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, Lord Jesus, come.  

 
 
HYMN of  the DAY There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying CW 13 
 
 
 
SERMON  Luke 3:1-6 

All People Will See God's Salvation 
 1. The way has been prepared 
 2. God will accomplish it  
 
MAGNIFICAT Saturday CW p. 57 
TE DEUM Sunday CW p. 48 
  
 
OFFERING 
 
 
PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER   
 
 
CLOSING HYMN On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry CW 16 
 
 

†  †  † 
 
 

PREACHER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
ORGANIST Craig Hirschmann 
JUNIOR CHOIR (Gr. 5-8) Jim Dretske 

In the fifteenth year of  the 
reign of  Tiberius Caesar-- when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of  
Judea, Herod tetrarch of  
Galilee, his brother Philip 
tetrarch of  Iturea and 
Traconitis, and Lysanias 
tetrarch of  Abilene--  during 
the high priesthood of  Annas 

and Caiaphas, the word of  God 
came to John son of  Zechariah 
in the desert. He went into all 
the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of  
repentance for the forgiveness 
of  sins. As is written in the 
book of  the words of  Isaiah 
the prophet: "A voice of  one 

calling in the desert, 'Prepare 
the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him. Every 
valley shall be filled in, every 
mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall 
become straight, the rough 
ways smooth. And all mankind 
will see God's salvation.'"  



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: Questions Christians Ask 
 11 am Jr. Choir sings 
Mon 11:30 am OWLS Meeting at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 7 pm Evangelism Meeting 
Tue 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
 6 pm Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
Wed 4 and 6:30 pm Midweek Advent Service 
 4:45 - 6 pm Fellowship Supper 
 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7:30 pm Mixed Choir 
Thu 10:30 am Last Adult Bible Class: James 
 7 pm Last Adult Bible Class: 1 Kings 
Fri 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God” 
 9:30 am Last Women’s Bible Class: Proverbs 
Sat 9 am Sunday School Christmas Rehearsal 
 1 pm Youth Group: Caroling / Pizza Ranch Supper 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Dec 18 6:30 pm Council Meeting 
 7 pm St. Paul’s School Band Concert 
Dec 19 8 am St. Paul’s School Christmas Rehearsal 
 4 and 6:30 pm Midweek Advent Service 
 4:45 - 6 pm Fellowship Supper 
 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7:30 pm Mixed Choir 
Dec 20 8 am St. Paul’s School Christmas Rehearsal 
 6:45 pm MVL Christmas Concert 
Dec 21 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God” 
 8 am St. Paul’s School Christmas Rehearsal 
Dec 22 9 am Sunday School Christmas Rehearsal 
Dec 23 11 am Sunday School Christmas Service 
Dec 24 4 pm St. Paul’s School Christmas Service 
 7 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Dec 25 9 am Christmas Day Service 
Dec 26  Church office closed 
Dec 31 7 pm New Year’s Eve Service 

 

†  Upcoming Services  † 

Wednesday: 4 and 6:30 pm 
Saturday: 7 pm 

Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11 am 



 

 

ST. JOHN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 466 with 337 attending Communion. 

Altar Flowers ~ The flowers on the altar are from Judy Schroer, in memory of her husband, Harold 
(Bud) Schroer, on the 10th anniversary of his death, and the Mark and Amy Bauer family, in memory 
of Amy's father, Myron "Corky" Hanson, whose funeral was this past Friday at St. Paul's in St. James.  
 
2019 Contribution Envelopes ~ The 2019 offering envelopes can be found either in your bulletin 
box or in alphabetical order on the tables in the new narthex. To ensure you receive proper credit, 
please do not use the 2019 envelopes until January 1st. Also, do not use 2018 envelopes after 
December 31st - please dispose of them. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Thank You! ~ Thank you to Pam Heidtke for making the new stoles for the pastors. Her time and 
talents are much appreciated.  
 
Thank You! ~ Thank you to all the youth who hosted the Christmas for Kids event on Saturday. It 
was a fun event!   
 
Youth Group ~ The Youth Group will be caroling at local nursing homes and assisted living centers 
on Saturday, December 15 beginning at 1 pm. We’ll meet at the church and caravan together. Sign up 
on the sheet in the narthex. Parents, if you can drive, you can also sign up on the sheet or contact Lisa 
Goeglein at ali3b2g@gmail.com or 507-217-7117.   
 
Greeting Cards  ~ There are greetings cards for sale in the new narthex. The prices are listed near 
the payment box. Due to unforeseen circumstances, Christmas cards won’t be available this year.  
 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OWLS Christmas Meeting ~ On Monday, December 10, the OWLS Christmas meeting will be 
held in the St. Paul's Lutheran Church Fellowship beginning with a social hour at 11:30 am. At 12 pm 
a Baked Ham Dinner (not a potluck) will be served. An anonymous donor has donated the ham and 
TJ Fluegge has arranged for a few people to provide side dishes and desserts. Thank you to all you 
kind OWLS!!! No charge for the meal!! At 12:45, the Devotion and Program will be conducted by 
Pastor David Linn who recently returned from China. A Christmas Hymn Sing led by Prof. Otto 
Schenk will follow and TJ Fluegge will provide Table Games for all who wish. Our meetings are for 
all seniors in our church. Please join us in celebrating our Savior's birth. Our 2019 national dues of 
$15 per person will be accepted. Checks should be made out to OWLS. A free will offering will also 
be taken for our Civilian Chaplaincy program in Europe as well as our local general fund. In 
supporting the Civilian Chaplaincy in Europe we are supporting people who are serving our country 
far from home and family just as Jesus came from his far heavenly home at this time of the year to 
serve us all. We thank and we praise him for his gracious service. Dar Raddatz 
 

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $17,440 Home Operations ~ $14,532 is our weekly need  
 $968 MVL ~ $1,118 is our weekly need $516 Hmong Outreach in Vietnam 
 $1,155 Missions ~ $1,648 is our weekly need $17 Food & Fellowship 
 $965 Building Fund ~ $1,603 is our weekly need  



 

 

Christmas for Families ~ will be held on December 15th at St. Paul's Church. All parents and 
children are welcome to come anytime between 9 - 11:30 am. We hope you are able to join us for 
crafts, snacks, singing, games and celebrating the birth of Jesus! Please register online at 
splnewulm.org or pick up a form in the narthex. Contact Staff Minister Kris Kuschel at 
kkuschel@splnewulm.org for more information or if you are interested in helping.   
 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School Band Concert ~ The Raider Bands will present a Christmas concert 
on Tuesday, December 18, at 7 pm in the school gymnasium. All families are welcome to come and 
support the band program while enjoying both sacred and secular music for the holiday season!  
 
MVL Christmas Concert ~ You're invited to MVL on Thursday, December 20 for our Christmas 
concert! The Freshmen Choir, A Capella Choir, Chargaliers, and Symphonic Band have been eagerly 
preparing pieces that celebrate our Savior's birth. Preconcert music will be provided by the band 
beginning at 6:45 pm with the concert beginning at 7 pm. For those unable to attend, we hope to 
livestream the concert on our Facebook page (facebook.com/mvlhs).  
 
St. Paul’s School A Time to Build Campaign ~ Our school improvement campaign has now 
crossed the $2.5 million mark!  What a blessing - reason to thank God and thank you!  Of that 
amount we have used $635,000 to upgrade four bathrooms, add a road, move utilities, pay architects, 
and cover fund-raising costs.  After all that we still have a balance of $1,875,580!  Again, what a 
blessing - reason to thank God and thank you! Checks may be payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran School.  
 
The Southwest Area Lutheran Chorale ~ invites you to participate in their 2019 season. Our first 
rehearsal is scheduled for Sunday, January 13th at St. John in Redwood Falls from 2 - 5 pm. Our 
concerts will be held on Sunday, April 7th, at St. John’s, Fairfax at 2 pm and St. Paul’s, in St. James at 
7 pm. A complete schedule will be distributed at our first rehearsal. You can also learn more by 
contacting our Organizational Committee: Jim Renz 507-327-7222 (director), Linette Scharlemann 
507-227-2161 (director), and Pastor Scott Muske 507-426-7007 (pastoral advisor). New members are 
always welcome! 
 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School PreK Open House ~ for 3 & 4 year old is Monday, January 14 from  
2 - 6 pm. Visit school, let your child “try out” the room and talk to Mrs. Meyer about the Pre-K 
program! Contact Heidi Meyer, Pre-K Director, at 507-354-2329 with questions. Members of St. 
John’s and St. Paul’s are welcome to register early, January 1-14. (Public registration begins Jan 15). 
 
Job Opening ~ If you are looking for part time employment, Jesus Loves Me Learning Center, 
North Mankato, has openings for teacher aides in the afternoon from about 2:30 - 4:30 pm in our 
Christian center. Competitive wages, hours depending upon availability – please email at 
lingjlm@hickorytech.net or call 507-345-7707 or 507-508-2041.    
 
MVL #GivingTuesday Match ~ MVL's #GivingTuesday was a day to remember! Our goal of 
$10,000 was well exceeded, meaning MVL will receive an additional $10,000 from Thrivent Financial. 
This outpouring of gifts is overwhelming and humbling. On this day and always, thank you for 
supporting MVL in our mission to train students for Christian lives.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Minister Kelly Emde kremde@comcast.net 

Administrative Teacher Jim Dretske jdretske@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Jean Schroeder jschroeder@splnewulm.org 

St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 

 
About the Cover ~ John the Baptizer came in the spirit and power of Elijah heralding the coming 
of the Savior. This odd man, in a camel-skin suit tied with a leather belt, looked like one of the 
prophets of old, spoke like one of the prophets of old, and proclaimed the same message as the 
prophets of old. That is because he actually was an Old Testament prophet who crossed over the 
pages of the Old Testament into the New Testament to proclaim that the Savior had come. John had 
been appointed by God to point to Jesus as the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the 
world, and to baptize sinners with a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins -- the same 
forgiveness that is still ours through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  

Our Upcoming Christmas Season 
 

Midweek Advent Services 
Wednesday, December 12 and 19 

at 4:00 and 6:30 pm 
 

Sunday School Christmas Service 
Sunday, December 23 

at 11:00 am 
 

Christmas Eve 
Monday, December 24 

4:00 pm St. Paul’s School Christmas Service 

7:00 pm Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
 

Christmas Day  
Tuesday, December 25 

at 9:00 am 
 

New Year’s Eve Service 
Monday, December 31 

at 7:00 pm 
 

Beginning Saturday, January 5, 2019 

the Saturday service will begin 

at 6:30 pm 


