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The Baptism of Our Lord   Sunday, January 10, 2021 
 
Prayer before worship:  Dear God, thank you for your gift of baptism! Thank you for sending your 
Son to not only associate with sinful mankind, but to take our place as our perfect substitute. Thank 
you for giving us the sacrament of baptism that washes us clean of our sin and makes us your own 
adopted children. As the Spirit descended on Jesus at his baptism continue to send your Spirit into 
our hearts that we might live for you as we express our thanks for all you’ve done for us. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun CW 84 

 

 Please stand   

 

M: O Lord, open my lips. 
♫: And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 
M: Hasten to save me, O God.  
♫: O Lord, come quickly to help me.  
 
M: Behold the King comes: let us worship him.. 
♫: Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving, let us make a joyful noise to him with 

songs of praise. 
 For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. The deep places of the earth 

are in his hand; the heights of the hills are also his. The sea is his, for he made it, and his 
hand formed the dry land. 

 Oh, come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is 
our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

 
FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 49:1-6 

Listen to me, you islands; hear 
this, you distant nations: Before I 
was born the LORD called me; 
from my birth he has made 
mention of my name. He made my 
mouth like a sharpened sword, in 
the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me into a polished arrow 
and concealed me in his quiver. 
He said to me, "You are my 

servant, Israel, in whom I will 
display my splendor." But I said, "I 
have labored to no purpose; I 
have spent my strength in vain 
and for nothing. Yet what is due 
me is in the LORD's hand, and my 
reward is with my God." And now 
the LORD says-- he who formed 
me in the womb to be his servant 
to bring Jacob back to him and 

gather Israel to himself, for I am 
honored in the eyes of the LORD 
and my God has been my strength
--  he says: "It is too small a thing 
for you to be my servant to restore 
the tribes of Jacob and bring back 
those of Israel I have kept. I will 
also make you a light for the 
Gentiles, that you may bring my 
salvation to the ends of the earth."  

1. Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
 Does its successive journeys run; 
 His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
 Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
2. To him shall endless prayer be made 
 And endless praises crown his head; 
 His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
 With ev’ry morning sacrifice. 
 
3. People and realms of ev’ry tongue 
 Praise his great love with sweetest song, 
 And infant voices shall proclaim 
 Their early blessings on his name. 

4. Blessings abound where’er he reigns: 
 The pris’ner leaps, unloosed his chains, 
 The weary find eternal rest, 
 And all who suffer want are blest. 
 
5. Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 
 Worship and honor to our King; 
 Angels descend with songs again, 
 And earth repeat the loud amen. 



3 

 

PSALM Psalm 2 CW p. 65 

 
 
 

 
Why do the nations conspire* 

and the peoples plot in vain? 

 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD* 

and against his Anointed One. 

 

Refrain 

 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 

the Lord scoffs at them. 

 

Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

 

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 

He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 
 
SECOND LESSON  Acts 16:25-34 

About midnight Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns 
to God, and the other prisoners 
were listening to them. Suddenly 
there was such a violent 
earthquake that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken. At 
once all the prison doors flew 
open, and everybody's chains 
came loose. The jailer woke up, 
and when he saw the prison 
doors open, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself 

because he thought the 
prisoners had escaped. But Paul 
shouted, "Don't harm yourself! 
We are all here!" The jailer 
called for lights, rushed in and 
fell trembling before Paul and 
Silas. He then brought them out 
and asked, "Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved?" They replied, 
"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved-- you and your 
household." Then they spoke 
the word of the Lord to him and 

to all the others in his house. At 
that hour of the night the jailer 
took them and washed their 
wounds; then immediately he 
and all his family were baptized.  
The jailer brought them into his 
house and set a meal before 
them; he was filled with joy 
because he had come to believe 
in God-- he and his whole 
family.  



4 

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE  
 

We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,  
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
 
HYMN of the DAY To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord CW 89 
1. To Jordan’s river came our Lord, The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 
 The God from God, the Light from Light, The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might. 
 
2. The Savior came to be baptized—The Son of God in flesh disguised— 
 To stand beneath the Father’s will And all his promises fulfill. 
 
3. As Jesus in the Jordan stood And John baptized the Lamb of God, 
 The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, Descended on him from above. 
 
4. Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound Came God’s own voice with words profound: 
 “This is my Son,” was his decree, “The one I love, who pleases me.” 
 
5. The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight Anointed Christ in glorious sight 
 As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall To save the world and free us all. 
 
6. Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute! This man is Christ, our substitute! 
 He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
 
 
SERMON  Mark 1:4-11 

 
Two Amazing Baptisms 

 1.  Jesus’ Baptism 
 2.  Our Baptisms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And so John came, baptizing in 
the desert region and preaching 
a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. The whole 
Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem went out to 
him. Confessing their sins, they 
were baptized by him in the 
Jordan River. John wore 
clothing made of camel's hair, 

with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey. And this was his 
message: "After me will come 
one more powerful than I, the 
thongs of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to stoop down and 
untie. I baptize you with water, 
but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit." At that time Jesus 

came from Nazareth in Galilee 
and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. As Jesus was coming 
up out of the water, he saw 
heaven being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a 
dove. And a voice came from 
heaven: "You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased."  
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HYMN God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It CWS 737 
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NEW MEMBER RECEPTION  8 and 9:30 am 
 
 
STAFF MINISTER INTERN and OFFICER INSTALLATION 11 am 
 
 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
M: In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 
♫: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
M:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this 

new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor 
run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us praise the Lord. 
♫: Thanks be to God. 
 
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you all. 
♫: Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN All Who Believe and Are Baptized CW 299 
1. All who believe and are baptized Shall see the Lord’s salvation; 
 Baptized into the death of Christ, They are a new creation. 
 Through Christ’s redemption they shall stand Among the glorious, heav’nly band 
 Of ev’ry tribe and nation. 
 
2. With one accord, O God, we pray: Grant us your Holy Spirit. 
 Help us in our infirmity Through Jesus’ blood and merit. 
 Grant us to grow in grace each day That by this sacrament we may 
 Eternal life inherit. 
 
 

†  †  † 

 
PREACHER Pastor Rob Guenther 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
ORGANIST Laura Balza 
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ABBCDBEFGFBHI 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 286 with 216 attending Communion. 
 

Welcome, New Members! We give thanks to God for the following people who have been a part of 
our fellowship and have joined St. John's congregation in 2020. May their walk with us be a mutual 
blessing! 
 8 am Nick and Stephanie Kempenich from St. Peter’s Lutheran, St. Peter, MN  
 9:30 am Dennis and Mary Caauwe from Risen Savior Lutheran, Austin, TX 
  Kati Koelpin from Christ the Vine Lutheran, Temecula, CA 
  Jeremy and Angelica Uecker; Miles (Profession of Faith) 
 
2021 Newly Elected/Appointed Officers to Council, Boards and Committees ~ Church Officer 
Installation will take place at the 11 am service Sunday morning. The following were elected or 
appointed to office and will be serving our Savior and his congregation for 3 years:  
 Staff Minister Intern Michael Tracy 
 Youth and Education Chairman Paul Wessel 
 Evangelism Chairman Jesse Zahrt 
 Stewardship Chairman Dan Borgwardt 
 Trustees Chairman Scott Deters 
 Youth and Education Jon Laabs 
 MVL Delegate John Boeder 
 MVL Delegate (alt.) Peter Baganz 
 Elders Dan Fenske 
  Nick Price 
 Evangelism Alan Uher 
  Dave Borchert 
 Finance Kelly Emde 
  Mark Micheel 
  Dale Thom 
  Gerald Woodley 
 Endowment Bruce Savoy 
  Wayne Wels   
 
2021 Contribution Envelopes ~ The 2021 offering envelopes can be found either in your bulletin box or 
in alphabetical order on the tables in the new narthex. To ensure you receive proper credit, please do not 
use the 2021 envelopes until January 1st. Also, do not use 2020 envelopes after December 31st - please 
dispose of them. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

In-Person Bible Classes ~ Thursday Bible classes will be the topic of Angels at 10:30 am given by 
Pastor Bovee. Pastor Guenther will lead a study of the book of Revelation at 7 pm.  
 

Sunday morning Bible class will resume this Sunday, January 10th. There are 25 tables available in the 
church basement with one family per table. Please sign up for a table at bit.ly/SundayBibleClass.  
The First 1,000 Years of Christianity will be taught by Prof. Keith Wessel.  
 

All of the in-person classes will be held in the church basement or join online at bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass.  

 

Fruits of faith given: 
 $38,492 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need  
 $3,355 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need $50 St. Paul’s School Building Fund 
 $3,891 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $75 Ministerial Student Scholarship 
 $4,246 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $127 Lutheran Charities 
 $600 Audio/Video Equipment $25 Christian Family Solutions 
 $500 Choir Fund $50 MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary 
 $360 Benevolence Fund $50 LWMS 
 $150 K-12 Education Assistance $25 Endowment Fund 
 $10 Undesignated Memorials 
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ALFM ABBCDBEFGFBHI 
 

St. Paul’s School Preschool Open Houses ~  COVID careful Open Houses for the 2021-2022 school 
year will be held Friday, January 15 and Monday, January 18, from 3 - 6 pm.  To sign up for an Open 
House time slot or for more information, please contact St. Paul's Preschool office at 
preschool@splnewulm.org. The time slots will be 20 minutes.  
 

Amazing Race 2021 ~ Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 30! Race time is at 1 pm sharp. 
Unfortunately, there will be no gathering in the school before or after the race. Once again, proceeds for 
this event will benefit the School Building Project, so form your team, take part in the online silent auction 
from January 25 until January 30 at 10 am, and be ready for the best time you’ve had since…well…
Amazing Race 2020! Teams can register and order t-shirts using this link: bit.ly/amazingrace21. Contact 
Amy Rich at stampinnut@me.com with any questions you may have. 
 
MVL News ~ Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director of 
Mission Advancement. Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more 
information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.  
 

WELS/ELS Singles Facebook Group ~ If you're single (unmarried, divorced, widowed) and looking to 
socialize, make friends, or enjoy fellowship with other singles who share your faith, we encourage you to 
join our Facebook group! Our group consists of over 290 members with ages ranging from 18-65+. We're 
an active group who loves sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers, Lutheran memes, personal victories, 
and food. Our page is full of discussion posts and we typically have a weekly video hangout on Sunday 
evenings. We'd love to have you join us. www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles 
 
Staff Minister Jim Dretske sm.dretske@gmail.com 

Teacher Christine Baganz cbaganz@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Emily Stoering estoering@splnewulm.org 

St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 
 
About the Cover ~  Lance Brown is a speed painter. That is, he completes his striking Christian art on 
large canvases in less than 6 minutes. Lance uses his God-given abilities to share the gospel of Jesus 
with his audience. In this piece, entitled “Baptism of Christ,” he depicts the amazing baptism of Jesus 
where the heavens were torn open, the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in bodily form, and the voice of 
God the Father was heard! It is this baptism that gives power to our own. For more information on Lance 
Brown and to see video of his speed painting, visit www.PaintedChrist.com.  

 


