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Dispel the Darkness 
 

The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day. 
(Proverbs 4:18 NIV) 
 
Advent is a season of hope. The blue paraments remind us of the color of the sky where we look in hope for the 
Lord’s revelation and return. We light candles on a wreath, week by week adding the light of yet another and 
another. Each time we re-light the wreath it indicates the dispelling of the darkness until the day when we celebrate 
the fulfillment of the hope that is ours in God. 
 
In many ways Advent depicts the life of the Christian. The writer of the book of Proverbs describes the life of the 
Christian in this way: The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the 
full light of day. (Proverbs 4:18) 
 
We start out with the basic truth that Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so. However, as we mature 
in our faith and grow in the knowledge of our Savior, our sensitivity to the law of God also becomes sharper as we 
become more aware of our sin. We are made ever more aware of our need for the Savior – that we cannot by our 
own goodness and pious efforts ever be what God demands of us.  
 
As we find a deeper need for comfort, we are led to seek the solution in God’s Word. There we find the Christ, 
who fulfilled the prophecy that through a child, born of a human mother, would come the salvation of the human 
race. This is he of whom Isaiah spoke when he promised that a child born of a virgin would be called Immanuel – 
“God with Us.” This is the promised Redeemer who would be made a sin offering for the lost sinners of this 
world. This is the one whom the prophet Jeremiah would call “The LORD Our Righteousness.” This is Jesus 
Christ who lived a perfect life in our place as our substitute, and then died on the cross to pay the debt for our guilt 
with his own blood. Our sins are forgiven, we have peace with God, and we have the certain promise of eternal life 
in heaven as a free gift of God’s grace, and not because we have or can earn or deserve it. Through faith in Jesus 
Christ the promise of heaven is ours. 
 
Yes, that is where God’s Word takes us. There the Holy Spirit leads us into a deeper understanding of the Gospel. 
There is the hope and consolation which we seek. For where sin did abound grace did much more abound. No 
matter how deep the sorrow, the joy of the Gospel surpasses it. No matter how dark the path under the valley of 
the shadow of death, the light of our heavenly hope in Christ will still be the light for our path. Therefore the 
Christian walk is one in which we are always able to look beyond the pains and sorrows which confront us and find 
comfort in the greater hope that is always ours in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
This Advent season, let us remember that as the candles are lit, one by one, and dispel the darkness in the church, 
even so, in Jesus Christ the darkness of sin and the ignorance about God’s salvation plan for the world are 
dispelled by the message of Christ’s Advent. For in the Christmas proclamation that the Savior has been born, the 
light of heaven shines on us in the glorious hope of a better life beyond this one,  
 
and there is fulfillment of a promise guaranteeing joy beyond all understanding. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee 
 



Archives 
 

Stewardship over the Years 
 

As in past years the December archives article is about stewardship—the management of resources.  For a 
Christian congregation it’s the management of God’s gifts for the purpose of preaching and teaching the gospel 
message of salvation in our own community and beyond, and that brings us to budgets: financial resources and 
contributions and expenditures. A proposed budget for 2018 was presented and passed at the quarterly voters’ 
meeting in October.  By looking at budgets of years past we can document evidence of God’s blessing in meeting 
and making planned commitments to that purpose.  Budget categories are not exactly the same for all years but 
should offer a good comparison. 
 
1957, Pastor was Rollin Reim.  The total budget for 1957 was $24,924.  Special items included Pastor’s salary, 
$3,720; St. Paul’s School support, $3,600; Synod support, $3,100; plus other current and miscellaneous expenses of 
$14,301. 
 
1967, Pastor was Frederick Nitz.  The following are from the 1967 annual report.  Expenses for all categories 
totaled $41,092.  Specific items:  Pastor’s salary, $4,870; St. Paul’s School support, $7,400; Synod missions, $8,900. 
 
1992, Pastor was David Kolander; David Zabel served as Director of Christian Education.  The total budget 
for 1992 was $234,444.  Included in that figure: $72,360 for special support for St. Paul’s School; $30,146 for MVL 
general and capital categories; and $39,000 for WELS Missions. 
 
2007, Pastors were Jeffrey Bovee and Wayne Laitinen; Administrative Teacher was James Dretske.  The 
total “Operating” budget for 2007 was listed at $542,900.  That included educational expenses of $232,436 which 
included salaries of 5 teachers plus $4,214 of additional support for St. Paul’s School.  Under “Non-budget” were 
goals for support of WELS Missions ($67,863), MVL general ($51,460) and MVL “25and Growing” ($5,718).  
Grand total: $680,161.  In addition there was a Building Fund Budget of $99,552 for interest and payments on 
mortgage principal. 
 
2017-2018. Detailed comparison figures for these years may be found in the Budget Worksheet prepared for the 
congregational budget meeting.  Copies are available in the church narthex and will be printed in the coming 2017 
annual report.  For this article just note grand total amounts for operating plus non-operating expenses: $959,250 
for 2017 and $982,894 for 2018. 
 
Reasons for the changes vary from year to year.  Certainly inflation has played a part.  Baptized membership 
increased over the years: 365 in 1951; 988 (as of October) in 2017; a high of 1,175 in 2001.  Budget categories and 
report formats have also changed.  Yet the figures do reflect increasing activity in preaching and teaching the 
Christian Gospel and are evidence of God’s continued blessing and fruits of faith. 
 
Bob Krueger 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From Your Staff  Minister 
 

Advent services begin on December 6.  Service times are 4 pm and 6 pm.  The theme for these services are “Sola 
Gratia, Sola Fide, Sola Scriptura.” 
 
Christmas decorating will be on Saturday, December 9th. Anyone who wants to help is welcome.  
 
The "My Son, My Savior" DVDs are available for gifts.  If you are interested in giving them away contact me.  
There is no charge for the DVDs. 
 

"But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people.  
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”  (Lk 2:10-11) 
 

Kelly Emde 
Staff Minister 
 

 

 

Library News 
 

There is a copy of the DVD “A Return to Grace” in the library. It is subtitled “Luther’s Life and Legacy.” It was 
recently shown as a movie. The library also received a donation of a DVD called “Reformation” which has 12 
vignettes taken from the movie. They are found on the cart in the library with other new additions to the library.  
 
Another addition to the library is a devotional book written by Mary M. Simon, the author of many of the Little 
Visits devotional books. It is titled “Faith Footprints with My Grandchild.” It has 52 devotions, activities and 
prayers to do with your grandchild. Please do not write on the pages which are included for your reflections so 
others may enjoy the book.  
 
Some of the missing materials have been returned to the library. Still missing are the DVD End of the Spear, DVD 
Facing the Giants, CD Celebrate Jesus Vol. 2, and a children’s book title “Touch and Feel Creation.” 
 
Eleanor Runke 
Church Librarian 
 

 

 

Stewardship 
 

The Gifts of Cain and Abel 
 

The first gifts that we read about in Scripture are the offerings made by Cain and Abel, who were the sons of Adam 
and Eve. In Genesis 4:2-4 we read, “Now Abel kept flocks and Cain worked the soil. In the course of time Cain 
brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the 
firstborn of his flock.” Cain and Abel, having been instructed by Adam in the knowledge of the LORD, brought 
offerings or gifts for the LORD. Because one worked the land and the other raised animals, their gifts were 
different. We read that Cain “brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering,” whereas Abel “brought fat 
portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.”  
 

Between the two brothers there is also an indication of a difference in the attitudes of their hearts.  The New 
Testament tells us, “By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did” (Hebrews 11:4), and Cain 
“belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother . . .  



 
because his own actions were evil [while] his brother’s were righteous” (1 John 3:12). God looked into the hearts of 
both Cain and Abel as he looks into our hearts. He saw Abel’s humble faith. In his gift, Abel showed his sincere 
gratitude for all that God had done for him as well as his dedication to the promised Savior.  
 

We need to understand that it’s not the size of our gifts and offerings that makes them acceptable to the Lord, but 
rather it is the attitude of our hearts and minds toward God. God wants our gifts to be an expression of our love 
for him who loved us and gave himself for us. He wants us to give cheerfully rather than grudgingly. He wants us 
to give from faith-filled devotion in keeping with this word of Scripture, “Without faith it is impossible to please 
God” (Hebrews 11:6). 
 

May this story of giving by Cain and Abel help us to examine our attitude toward our offerings so that we, by 
God’s grace, give faithfully, lovingly, and generously! 
 

Josiah Stoering 
Stewardship Chairman 
 

 

 

Council Digest 
 

The Church Council met on November 21. A summary of reports and action from the meeting not reported 
elsewhere in the Fortress follows: 
Membership changes 
Transfers Out 

Jeremy and Lori Blackwell to St. Mark’s Lutheran,  Mankato, MN 
 

 Released 
Madison Rieke 
Jay Schroeder 
Charles Wieland 
Jim Zahn 

Ministrations 

 Baptisms 

 11 Nov Waylon John Carroll 

 

 Funerals 

 16 Nov Jone Lenz 

 18 Nov Arnold Koelpin 

 25 Nov Lois Mueller 

 



At the time of the meeting, no decision had been reported on the call extended to Rev. Steven Hillmer, currently 
serving The Springs Lutheran Church, Sparks, Nevada, to serve as administrative associate pastor at St. John’s. The 
council decided that if the call is returned, we will delay continuation of the calling process until the new year 
because of the difficulty faced by a pastor considering a call during the busy month of December. 

 

A report from the Endowment Fund Committee chaired by Chuck Enter was received along with the news that the 

committee was distributing earnings from the first ten months of 2017 in the amount of $28,000 for use at the 

council’s discretion.  Implementation of a full plan for the use of the funds was delayed pending completion of 

other action under consideration by the council. 

 

Financial reports for the period ending October 31 showed a deficit of $14,271 for Home Operations.  When 

combined with the balance remaining on the building project loan of a little over $220,000, congregational debt 

stands at about $234,000.  Primarily because of the pastoral vacancy, budgetary spending has been almost $100,000 

less than projected this year.  Congregation giving is running behind with commitments for WELS Missions by 

$1,857 and MVL by $7,297.  If these shortfalls remain at the end of the calendar year, a plan to cover the deficit will 

need to be implemented. 

 

Prior to the meeting, a showing of the home at 601 S. Washington Street was arranged for council members to view 

the property.  Later in the meeting the council considered and passed a proposal to recommend the purchase of the 

home, subject to the approval of the St. John’s voters’ assembly.  The full resolution follows this report.  A special, 

single purpose voters’ meeting was scheduled for Sunday, December 3, at 12:15 pm to consider the 

recommendation. 

 

Several vacancies in elected or appointed positions remain for 2018.  They include three board chair positions 

(Elders, Trustees and Stewardship) along with another position on the Board of Stewardship. The council discussed 

options for operating at reduced strength if efforts to fill the positions between now and the end of the year are 

unsuccessful.  In the meantime, current board chairmen were asked to continue efforts to identify individuals who 

might fill the vacant positions. 

 

Board of Education Chair Steve Balza presented a proposal for funding the congregation’s participation in the 

Martin Lutheran College Congregational Partner Grant Program whereby financial support is provided for 

members who are preparing for public ministry.  A decision on the proposal was tabled until December to allow 

council members additional time to consider the details.  

 

The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 12, at 7 pm. 

 

The annual voters’ meeting has been rescheduled for Tuesday, January 23, at 7 pm. 

 
Steven R. Thiesfeldt,  
Congregational Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 



Special Voters’ Meeting 
 

A single purpose voters’ meeting will be held after the 11 am service on Sunday, December 3, beginning at 12:15 
pm.  The purpose of the recommendation is to consider the purchase of the home at 601 S. Washington Street 
using internal funds along with any gifts received for that purpose. The recommendation and related rationale 
follow. 
 
Recommendations for the St. John’s voters’ assembly:  

Make an offer to purchase the 601 S. Washington St. property up to the asking price of $119,900. 
Use a combination of WELS Investment Funds (current balance of $62,771.94 accrued from the sale of a 

parsonage), Estate Funds (current balance of $78,541.71), undesignated funds ($29,077.68) and 2017 
Endowment Fund distributions ($28,000) with the exact amounts determined by the congregational chairman 
in consultation with Bookkeeper Wendy Lambrecht and Treasurer Paul Gunderson.   

Consider the use of these funds as an internal loan that will be paid off using the same mechanism as the 
current Building Fund once our loan for the 2004 church addition/remodeling has been repaid.   

4. Solicit additional gifts for the project that will flow directly into the Building Fund.  Unless the donor 
indicates otherwise, any gifts will be applied first to the church loan. 

 
Rationale:  
The purchase of this property fits the master site plan for our worship facility.  The congregation would be well 
served by owning all property to the west of the alley on the 600 block of South Washington Street.  Some 
potential uses for the property follow: 

In the short term, the home could serve as additional Sunday School space.  We are currently overcrowded and 
could use at least two more rooms. 

The home could serve as a temporary, transitional parsonage for our next pastor. 
3. In the long term, the home could be moved off the site to make room for additional parking (particularly if a 

first floor fellowship hall with basement is added according to the master site plan). 
 

 

Divine Call 
 

On Tuesday, October 24, St. John’s extended a divine call to Pastor Steven Hillmer, who currently serves The 
Springs Lutheran Church, Sparks, NV. He is the father of four children: 16, 14, 11 and 8- years-old and is married 
to Jennifer (née Schramm).  
 
Please remember Pastor Hillmer in your prayers as he deliberates this divine call placed before him by our 
congregation in the name of Christ our Savior. May the Lord grant him the wisdom to choose how his talents and 
gifts will best be used for the sake of the Kingdom.  
 

 

 

Year End Contributions All 2017 contributions must be received to St. John’s by Sunday, December 

31st. Anything received January 1st or after will be considered 2018 contributions. Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Paul’s School  
 

School Website: www.splnewulm.org/school 
 
MVL Visits 
Grades 3-4 students visited MVL on November 3rd to watch parts of their drama department’s Fall play 
productions. Grades 5-8 observed Veterans Day by attending the MVL Veterans’ Service on Wednesday, Nov. 8th. 
 
Parent/Teacher Consultations 
Consultation periods took place during the evenings of November 14-16. Parents had the opportunity to visit with 
teachers about the progress of their children, ask questions, and make plans to help children with their progress. 
 
Activities 
Basketball season started with practices for all teams during the week of November 13th. Over fifty Forensics 
participants were involved with a large meet at MLC on November 16th and also presented their pieces at a Forensic 
Family Night at St. Paul’s School on Friday, Nov. 17th. Team pictures will be Dec. 8th beginning at 3:15. 
 
Teachers and children have begun preparing for the Christmas Eve Children’s Service, entitled “A “Sola” 
Christmas” with a focus on the Solas of the Reformation. There will be rehearsals at church on the mornings of 
Dec. 21-22 from 8:15 until 10:30. The Children’s Christmas Eve service will be at 4:00. 
 
Building Project and Campaign 
November 2017 – The building Committee interviewed three potential general contractors and selected Knutson 
Construction, Rochester, MN. According to Knutson Construction, cost to renovate the school and build the new 
offices/STEM Lab/ECE wing is currently $5.3 million if work would start in Spring 2018. This cost is projected to 
rise 4-10% by spring 2019. This amount reflects a reinforced 1st floor of the ECE wing to support a second floor if 
needed in the future. 
 
In September 2017, the Church Council set a start date for construction of the new entrance, offices, STEM lab and 
ECE wing to begin spring 2019. The voters of St. Paul’s met Sunday, Nov. 19 and supported the council’s decision 
to wait. 
 
Although the project has been truly blessed to receive these amounts in the short amount of time of this project, 
there is still a need for even more gifts and commitments. Please pray about this project and consider how best you 
can help if you are able. These gifts should be over and above congregational giving so that congregational expenses 
can be met. There was a Pancake Breakfast as a fundraiser at St. Paul’s Church during the month of November. The 
building committee will continue to meet as needed to update plans for future building and preparations to build 
 
Gifts given from St. John’s members will be tracked and counted first to off-set expenses that will be considered St. 
John’s portion of “necessary” refurbishing expenses incurred in updating the older building. Currently there has 
been about $100,000 in gifts of the $110,000 of commitments made toward the project from St. John’s members. 
 
MNSAA Accreditation Self-Study (Minnesota Non-public Schools Accreditation Association)  
The self-study steering committee is working on editing final narratives of each committee and is completing a 
strategic plan as we approach the visitation of the MNSAA Team on April 11-13, 2018. 
 
Calendar 
 Dec. 3 Jr. Choir sings at 8 am 
 Dec. 9 St. Paul’s Tip-Off Tournament 
 Dec. 21-22 Children rehearse at church: 8:15-10 am 



 Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Children’s Service: 4 pm 
 Dec 25-Jan 2 NO School: Christmas Break 
 Jan. 3, 2018 School resumes 
  
Respectfully Submitted,  
James Dretske, SJ Administrative Teacher  jdretske@splnewulm.org 
 

 

 

 
 

 December Sermon Texts 
 

Dec 3 Genesis 6:1-3, 5-14, 17-22 God Responds to a World Gone Bad 
 
Dec 6 John 1:14-18 Sola Gratia 
 
Dec 10 Mark 1:1-8 The Way of the Lord has been Prepared 
 
Dec 13 John 3:16-21 Sola Fide 
 
Dec 17 1 Thessalonians 5:16-28 The God of Peace will Sanctify You 
  Completely and Completely 
 
Dec 20 John 6:60-69 Sola Scripture 
 
Dec 24 Luke 1:26-38 The Christmas Greeting that is Hard to Believe: 8 and 9:30 am  
  St. Paul’s School Christmas Service: 4 pm 
  Candlelight Service: 7 pm 
 
Dec 25  Christmas Day Service: 9 am 
 
Dec 31 Isaiah 45:20-25 Your One and Only for the New Year: 8 and 9:30 am 
  New Year’s Eve Service: 7 pm 
 

 

 

Our Synod at Work 
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR CALLED WORKERS COMMITTEE 
 

The work of the Continuing Education for Called Workers Committee seeks to build on our strong pre-ministerial 
heritage of training by assisting called workers to continue to grow in all their God-given callings for all their years 
of service in the public ministry. 
 
The committee reports to the Conference of Presidents and is chaired by our synod’s first vice president.  Serving 
on the committee are representatives of our synod’s Board for Ministerial Education and Congregation and 
Ministry Support Group, as well as representatives from Martin Luther College and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. 
 
Much of the work of the committee focuses on the unique needs of those called into the teaching ministry, staff 
ministry, and pastoral ministry.  This column will focus on continuing education for pastors.  In 2010, the seminary 
sought to signal a renewed emphasis on providing continuing education resources for our synod’s pastors by 



establishing Grow in Grace.  Grow in Grace’s first goal is to deliver Christ-centered, accessible, and ministry 
impacting courses and events in the four theological disciplines (biblical theology, doctrinal theology, historical 
theology, and practical theology). 
 
Under this goal Grow in Grace currently offers: 
 
1. On campus for-credit courses are offered during Summer Quarter (two weeks in June) and in the winter (two 
weeks in January). Beginning in 2018, on campus Summer Quarter will be offered only in even numbered years. 
2. Satellite Summer Quarter for-credit courses are offered all around the country sponsored by pastoral circuits, 
conferences, and districts. 
3. Online for-credit courses are offered during the spring, summer, and fall. 
4. Credits earned in any of the above courses can be used by pastors toward completing a Master of Sacred 
Theology degree in one of the nine areas of focused study. 
5. Scholarships are offered that match dollar for dollar whatever a calling body contributes to the cost of tuition 
for a for-credit course for their pastor. 
6. WLS professors are also often invited to make not-for-credit presentations (often called  Pastors Institutes) by 
pastoral circuits, conferences, and districts. 
7. Beginning in 2019 in odd  numbered years the Satellite Summer Quarter program will hopefully go on-the-road 
so that for-credit courses are being offered at a convenient location in every synodical district every  other year. 
 
Gerald Woodley 
 

 

 

Women of  St. John’s 
 

The Women of St. John’s met on November 7, 2017 at 7 pm. Pastor Bovee’s devotion was based on the portion of 
Isaiah 65 that talks about new heavens and a new earth. Edward Hicks was a famous American artist who painted 
several pictures depicting Isaiah 11.  He also gave them the same name: “The Peaceable Kingdom”.  Peace.  Christ 
appears in every picture.  The pictures portrayed animals that would normally be considered natural enemies, 
reconciled.  We are enemies of God.  Now, through Christ, we are no longer hostile to God.  Our sin and guilt are 
removed.  We are reconciled to God.  When Jesus returns, he will take us to his heavenly kingdom, the New 
Jerusalem, where sin is absent and everything is new.  We will live forever in peace.   
 
Other highlights from the evening included elections.  Donna Dose was elected vice-president, and Denise 
Karstens, who had served as our vice-president this past year, was elected treasurer.  We enjoyed refreshments 
while watching several vignettes from the movie A Return to Grace: Luther’s Life and Legacy. 
 
Janine Sather announced that the sewing group is looking for a new place in which to sew after April. The place 
needs to hold up to ten people and have a place to store material and supplies.  The group has completed about 
300 quilts in the four to five years it has been meeting. 
 
You are Invited:  All St. John's Women are invited to our annual Christmas party at 7 pm on Tuesday, 
December 5, in the church's basement fellowship room.  Enjoy an evening of Christian fellowship along with the 
fun of a "White Elephant" exchange.  Share with all of us how you communicate with your family and friends 
during this holy season.  Do you send cards, family letters, phone calls, gifts, or e-mail?  Christmas carols and a 
devotion will enhance our evening.  We hope you are able to join us! 
 
Christine Baganz 
WSJ Secretary 



 
 

MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary 
 

Please keep the board in your prayers as they seek to serve the college and the students in ways funded entirely by 
gifts of time, talents and treasures from supporters throughout our synod and here at St. John’s.  If you would 
like to meet students who come from foreign countries and missionary families, I can provide those names to you.  
The Food Bank continues to serve the married students monthly with groceries.  We have a collection box and list 
in the old Narthex.  You may also take donations of non-perishable foods and toiletries as well as gift cards for 
local businesses to the MLC receptionist.  The Auxiliary website has more information for you:  

mlc-wels.edu/ladies-auxiliary/projects/ 
 

Nine projects have been funded since the October annual meeting, having received almost $14,000 up to this time.  
The following projects remain unfunded: 
 

AED for Campus 1st Aid-$1,348 
Special Education Program Organization-$600 
Spanish immersion Grants-$2,000 
Paper Jogger for Print Shop-$1,300 
3-D Printer for Science Department-$2,400 
Library Marker Boards and Tables-$1,600 
Rowing Machine for Fitness Center-$1,300 
Baseball Pitching Screen-$819 
Dinnerware for Events-$1,650 (This is for the fellowship room in the basement of the Chapel of the Christ) 

 

Thank you for your support of MLC including the Ladies’ Auxiliary, students, faculty and staff.   

Jeneane Thiesfeldt, 
507-359-7018, 
thiesfjm@gmail.com 

 

 


