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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5/6, 2020 

 
Prayer before worship:  Lord Jesus Christ, the Church's head, and the Savior for all: Truly you are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. May this confession ever be on our lips. May this concession 
be ever ours as we embrace the consolation that we are saved by grace alone through faith in you. 
May this be our profession as we seek to glorify you by proclaiming your name in all the world for the 
salvation of sinners and to bring praise to you. Bless our time of worship together this day and 
always. We pray these things in your holy name. Amen. 
 

Saturday: The cantors will sing all hymns and musical notations (♫). 
 

OPENING HYMN O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace CW 185 
1. O Holy Spirit, grant us grace That we our Lord and Savior 
 In faith and fervent love embrace And truly serve him ever, 
 So that when death is near at hand We at his cross may firmly stand 
 And there find our salvation. 
 
2. Help us that we your saving Word In faithful hearts may treasure; 
 Let e’er that bread of life afford New grace in richest measure. 
 Make us to die to ev’ry sin; Each day create us new within 
 That fruits of faith may flourish. 
 
3. Then when our earthly race is run, Death’s bitter hour impending, 
 May your good work in us begun Continue till life’s ending, 
 Until we gladly may commend Our souls into our Savior’s hand 
 To rest in peace eternal. 
    

Please stand 
 
P: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 
 Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 
 you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
 good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
 my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 
 sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
 your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our 
 prayer, O Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 
 stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
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P: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship 
 and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender 
 care: 
C: Amen. 
 
P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
♫: O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
 Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love. 
 You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit; you make us pure and holy in your sight. 
 You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 
 O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  
 O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us;  
 you made your Father known; you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 
 You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! 
 O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
 
P: Let us pray.  
 Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that we may 
 obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 
FIRST LESSON  Exodus 6:2-8 

 
 
PSALM of the DAY Psalm 34 CW p. 80
   See page 8 
    
SECOND LESSON  Romans 11:33-36 

 
 

Oh, the depth of the riches of 
the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable his 
judgments, and his paths 

beyond tracing out!  "Who has 
known the mind of the Lord? Or 
who has been his counselor?"  
"Who has ever given to God, 

that God should repay him?" For 
from him and through him and to 
him are all things. To him be the 
glory forever! Amen.  

God also said to Moses, "I am 
the LORD. I appeared to 
Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob 
as God Almighty, but by my 
name the LORD I did not make 
myself known to them. I also 
established my covenant with 
them to give them the land of 
Canaan, where they lived as 
aliens. Moreover, I have heard 
the groaning of the Israelites, 

whom the Egyptians are 
enslaving, and I have 
remembered my covenant. 
Therefore, say to the Israelites: 
'I am the LORD, and I will bring 
you out from under the yoke of 
the Egyptians. I will free you 
from being slaves to them, and I 
will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with 
mighty acts of judgment. I will 

take you as my own people, and 
I will be your God. Then you will 
know that I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out from 
under the yoke of the Egyptians.  
And I will bring you to the land I 
swore with uplifted hand to give 
to Abraham, to Isaac and to 
Jacob. I will give it to you as a 
possession. I am the LORD.'"  
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VERSE of the DAY 
♫: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the 
 Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Please stand  
 
GOSPEL  Matthew 16:13-20 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated 
 
HYMN of the DAY Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head CW 536 
1. Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s head, You are her one foundation. 
 In you she trusts, before you bows, And waits for your salvation. 
 Built on this rock secure, Your Church shall endure 
 Though all the world decay And all things pass away. 
 Oh, hear, oh, hear us, Jesus! 
 
2. O Lord, let this your little flock, Your name alone confessing, 
 Continue in your loving care, True unity possessing. 
 Your sacraments, O Lord, And your saving Word 
 To us e’er pure retain. Grant that they may remain 
 Our only strength and comfort. 
 
3. Help us to serve you evermore With hearts both pure and lowly. 
 And may your Word, that light divine, Shine on in splendor holy 
 That we repentance show, In faith ever grow. 
 The pow’r of sin destroy And evils that annoy. 
 Oh, make us faithful Christians. 
 
4. And for your gospel let us dare To sacrifice all treasure; 
 Teach us to bear your blessed cross, To find in you all pleasure. 
 Oh, grant us steadfastness In joy and distress. 
 Lord, for your mercy’s sake, Let us by grace partake 
 Of endless joy and glory. 
 
SERMON  Matthew 16:13-20 
 

JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD 
1. THIS IS THE CHRISTIAN’S CONFESSION 
2. THIS IS THE CHRISTIAN’S CONCESSION 
3. THIS IS THE CHRISTIAN’S PROFESSION 

 

When Jesus came to the region 
of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, "Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?"  
They replied, "Some say John 
the Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets."  
"But what about you?" he asked. 
"Who do you say I am?" Simon 

Peter answered, "You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living 
God."  Jesus replied, "Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah, for 
this was not revealed to you by 
man, but by my Father in 
heaven. And I tell you that you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not overcome it.  

I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven." Then he warned his 
disciples not to tell anyone that 
he was the Christ.  
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Please stand 
 
NICENE CREED 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
   begotten, not made, 
   of one being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
   and became fully human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead  
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
PRAYER of the CHURCH 
P: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from your 

hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure of 
friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with 
one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body 
and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of 
grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian 
Church on earth. 

C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love for 
one another. 

 
P: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage, and 

grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face the 
evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use 
the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the 
family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have established for the 
benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing 
to troubled homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
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Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 
P: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 
 spiritual blessing.  
 He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we are 
 weak.  
 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 
 Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
 for ever and ever: 
♫: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 
 You are my God, and I will exalt you.  
 I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
 Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 
 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 
 he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
 you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
 my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
 whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

♫: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN If Your Beloved Son, O God CW 393 
1. If your beloved Son, O God, Had not to earth descended 
 And in our mortal flesh and blood Had not sin’s power ended, 
 Then this poor, wretched soul of mine In hell eternally would pine Because of my transgression. 
 
2. But now I find sweet peace and rest; Despair no more reigns o’er me. 
 No more am I by sin oppressed, For Christ has borne sin for me. 
 Upon the cross for me he died That, reconciled, I might abide With you, my God, forever. 
 
3. I trust in him with all my heart; Now all my sorrow ceases. 
 His words abiding peace impart; His blood from guilt releases. 
 Free grace through him I now obtain; He washes me from ev’ry stain, And pure I stand before him. 
 
4. All righteousness by works is vain; The law brings condemnation. 
 True righteousness by faith I gain; Christ’s work is my salvation. 
 His death, that perfect sacrifice, Has paid the all-sufficient price; In him my hope is anchored. 
 
5. My guilt, O Father, you have laid On Christ, your Son, my Savior. 
 Lord Jesus, you my debt have paid And gained for me God’s favor. 
 O Holy Spirit, Fount of grace, The good in me to you I trace; In faith and hope preserve me. 
    

Please stand 
 
♫: Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
 He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you 

in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming 
again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness 
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 
C: Amen.  
 

†  †  † 

 
PREACHER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST Jon Roux 
CANTORS Emily and Josiah Stoering 
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PSALM of the DAY Psalm 34 CW p. 80 
    

Saturday: cantors will sing the refrain; congregation will speak the verses 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taste and see that the LORD is good;* 

blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

 

The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous* 

and his ears are attentive to their cry. 

 

The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,* 

and he delivers them. 

 

Refrain 

 

The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them;* 

he delivers them from all their troubles. 

 

The LORD is close to the brokenhearted* 

and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

 

The LORD redeems his servants;* 

no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Attendance for the past weekend was 293. 

In-Person Bible Classes ~ The pandemic guidelines prevents adult Bible class from being held on 
Sunday mornings, but expanded Thursday morning and evening options will be offered. Beginning 
Thursday, September 17th, the weekly Thursday Bible classes will begin for the season. Pastor 
Guenther will lead a topic on the book of Revelation at 10:30 am and Pastor Bovee will have the 
topic of Angels at 7 pm.  After six weeks, they will present the same topics in the opposite time slots. 
The in-person class will be held in the basement or join the class online at bit.ly/STJLCNUMeet.  
 
Pictorial Directory ~ Due to COVID19 complications, Lifetouch has suspended their operations 
and will not be able to photograph subjects until January 2021 at the earliest. Therefore, the St. 
John's pictorial directory project is on hold until further notice. We will arrange new schedules to 
accommodate those who have not had their photos taken yet when they are back in operation.  
Shutterfly will still work with any customer service issues related to prints you may have ordered.  
Sorry for the inconvenience.  
 
Special Envelope ~ There is an envelope in the envelope boxes during the month of September 
labeled 'Ministerial Scholarship Fund.'  Offerings placed in these envelopes are used to help support 
St. John's members that are studying for the public ministry at both Martin Luther College and 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.  As participants in the MLC Congregational Partnership Grant 
Program, the funds sent to MLC are matched. During the last year, our congregation was able to 
send $500 to support each of our students in ministerial education programs.  Due to the match, 
MLC students received a total of $1,000. 
 
Book Available ~ A new commentary on the Book of Job is available at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
office. The cost is $10. Written by Pastor Tim Smith, there are 60 copies available; first come, first 
serve.  
 

Church Calendar ~ the up-to-date church calendar can be found on our website: 
stjohnsnewulm.com/calendar.  
 

MVL Announcements ~ Open Position Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or 
ELS male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement.  Interested individuals should contact MVL 
Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org. Housing 
Needed MVL is seeking housing for one of our international students. This young man will be a 
sophomore and has remained in the area for the summer. Host families are compensated for 
housing international students. If you are interested in serving as a host family for the school year, 
please contact the school office at 507-354-6851 or email Dr. Plath at tplath@mvlhs.org. Opening 
Service 
 
Summer Send-off: Party in a Box!  ~ John and Paul Ministries invites you to our Summer Send-off 
event at YOUR house! Say good-bye to summer with your own backyard family party by picking up 
a Party in a Box at church this weekend. With the theme of "Be the Light"  this package includes: a 
family devotion, games, grilling recipes, glow balloons, a family project to make your own candle and 
more! These will be located in the narthex of church, but there is a catch: you MUST take TWO-one 
for your family and one to give to a family who is looking for a church home!   

 

Fruits of faith given for the past two weeks: 
 $29,379 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need  
 $1,028 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need $140 K-12 Education Assistance 
 $1,732 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $100 Audio/Video Equipment 
 $2,306 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $65 LWMS 
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Volunteers Needed ~ Treasure Haus is looking for a few new volunteers. If you have any spare 
time please consider helping us out. If interested, please call the store and speak with a manager.  
 
Responding in Faith to Abuse ~ Approximately one out of three women, AND one out of three 
men, experience severe intimate relationship physical violence (IRV) sometime throughout their 
lives. Unfortunately, domestic abuse is as common as these statistics suggest ... and if verbal and 
emotional abuse were added to the data, the numbers would be even higher. Join St. Paul’s and 
Michelle Markgraf for a free seminar on September 19th from 8 am to 3 pm (one-hour lunch break, 
no food provided), and learn how to extend God’s grace to survivors of abuse, while assisting them 
on their journey to safety and healing. Visit splnewulm.org/church/event/responding-in-faith-to-abuse
-seminar/ for more information and to pre-register for the event. Email: survivors@splnewulm.org 
with any questions.   
 
MLC Worldwide Homecoming Event ~ The 2020 MLC Homecoming Sprinter Fun Run has a new 
look! Due to Covid-19, the 1-mile Fun Run/Walk will be a WORLDWIDE EVENT. We are excited to 
invite everyone around the globe to join us for this FREE activity! Learn more or register at  
bit.ly/MLCSprinter. Questions? Contact Sarah Zahrt at mlcsprinterwalkrun@gmail.com. Those 
who register by noon on Friday, October 2, are eligible for awesome prizes from campus entities 
(MLC swag!) and community businesses. Event t-shirt orders (if desired) are due by September 21.   
 
WELS & ELS Singles Facebook Group ~ If you're single (unmarried, divorced, widowed) and 
looking to socialize, make friends, or enjoy fellowship with other singles who share your faith, we 
encourage you to join our Facebook group! Our group consists of over 260 members with ages 
ranging from 18-65+. We're an active group who loves sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers, 
Lutheran memes, personal victories, and tacos. Our page is full of discussion posts and we typically 
have a weekly video hangout on Sunday evenings. We'd love to have you join us. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles 
 
Food Kit Available  ~ The New Ulm Area Food Shelf and the Lions Club of New Ulm are offering a 
14-day food kit for seniors 65+ who are homebound because of COVID-19. Homebound is defined 
as those who only leave home for medical reasons. If you are in need of food and would like this 
delivered to you, please call the food shelf at 354-7668. If no one answers, please leave a message 
with your name, address and phone number. Speak slowly and clearly. Someone will contact you to 
ask about any special diet needs and let you know when the delivery will be made.  
 
Job Openings ~ Treasure Haus is looking for a manager. A floor manager position is open for 2 
days per week. If interested please stop by and pick up an application or speak to one of the current 
managers.  
Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for classroom assistant teachers and 
aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children, patience and a sense of humor, good 
communication skills, and are flexible.  Please pick up an application from the church office or the 
Jesus Loves Me office. You may also call 507-345-7707 or email 
directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com for an application.  
The Lutheran Home Association is seeking applicants for a part-time maintenance position at 
Highland Regency House, our independent living facility in New Ulm near MLC. Here is the link to 
the position description and then a link to apply https://www.tlha.org/job/maintenance-new-ulm-mn/  
 

About the Cover ~ Many names and titles were given to Jesus, both by his friends and his enemies 
as well. The Bible points to him with terms that describe his characteristics and his work. In the end, 
all of us must answer the question that Jesus finally posed to his apostles: "But what about you, who 
do you say I am?" The answer, simply and unequivocally, was the one given by Peter: "You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God." May this be our confession, our concession, and our profession as 
disciples of the great Messiah and Savior Jesus our Lord.   


