
 

 



 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 9/10, 2020 

 
Prayer before worship:  Dear Lord, at a time when Christians must separate themselves from one 
another due to the plague that hangs over us like a dark shadow, shine through the gloom with the 
message of your love and forgiveness. Indeed this world is a desert where we hunger and thirst for 
righteousness. But be an oasis for us here and now through the Means of Grace. And lead onward 
to our ultimate reward when we, by your grace alone, shall reach the great Promise Land of heaven, 
and Christians shall no longer be separated -- not by disease or distance or even death itself. We 
pray these things in the name of our glorious and risen Savior, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

 
Order of Service: Morning Praise p. 45 

 
 
OPENING HYMN Come, Ye Disconsolate The Lutheran Hymnal  
  (TLH) 531 

 
M: O Lord, open my lips. 
C: And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 
M: Hasten to save me, O God. 
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
 
M: The Lord is risen: let us worship him.  
 
 



 

 

C: Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving, let us make a joyful noise to him with 
songs of praise. For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. The deep 
places of the earth are in his hand; the heights of the hills are also his. The sea is his, for 
he made it, and his hand formed the dry land. Oh, come, let us worship and bow down, let 
us kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is our God, and we are the people of his 
pasture and the sheep of his hand.  

 
 
PSALM of the DAY Psalm 37   CWS p. 44  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Do not fret because of evil men 
 or be envious of those who do wrong; 
  for like the grass they will soon wither, 
   like green plants they will soon die away. 
 

Refrain 
 

Trust in the L-./ and do good; 
 dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 
  Delight yourself in the L-./ 
   and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
 

Commit your way to the L-./; 
 trust in him and he will do this: 
  He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, 
   the justice of your cause like the noonday sun. 
 

Refrain 
 

I was young and now I am old, 
 yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread. 
  Turn from evil and do good; 
   then you will dwell in the land forever. 
 

For the L-./ loves the just 
 and will not forsake his faithful ones. 
  The salvation of the righteous comes from the L-./; 
   he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
  as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 
 



 

 

LESSON 1 Kings 18:16-45 

 
 

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab 
and told him, and Ahab went to 
meet Elijah. When he saw 
Elijah, he said to him, "Is that 
you, you troubler of Israel?"  
"I have not made trouble for 
Israel," Elijah replied. "But you 
and your father's family have. 
You have abandoned the 
LORD's commands and have 
followed the Baals. Now 
summon the people from all 
over Israel to meet me on Mount 
Carmel. And bring the four 
hundred and fifty prophets of 
Baal and the four hundred 
prophets of Asherah, who eat at 
Jezebel's table."  So Ahab sent 
word throughout all Israel and 
assembled the prophets on 
Mount Carmel. Elijah went 
before the people and said, 
"How long will you waver 
between two opinions? If the 
LORD is God, follow him; but if 
Baal is God, follow him." But the 
people said nothing. Then Elijah 
said to them, "I am the only one 
of the LORD's prophets left, but 
Baal has four hundred and fifty 
prophets. Get two bulls for us. 
Let them choose one for 
themselves, and let them cut it 
into pieces and put it on the 
wood but not set fire to it. I will 
prepare the other bull and put it 
on the wood but not set fire to it.  
 

Then you call on the name of 
your god, and I will call on the 
name of the LORD. The god 
who answers by fire-- he is 
God." Then all the people said, 
"What you say is good." Elijah 
said to the prophets of Baal, 
"Choose one of the bulls and 
prepare it first, since there are 
so many of you. Call on the 
name of your god, but do not 
light the fire." So they took the 

bull given them and prepared it. 
Then they called on the name of 
Baal from morning till noon. "O 
Baal, answer us!" they shouted. 
But there was no response; no 
one answered. And they danced 
around the altar they had made.  
At noon Elijah began to taunt 
them. "Shout louder!" he said. 
"Surely he is a god! Perhaps he 
is deep in thought, or busy, or 
traveling. Maybe he is sleeping 
and must be awakened." So 
they shouted louder and 
slashed themselves with swords 
and spears, as was their 
custom, until their blood flowed.  
Midday passed, and they 
continued their frantic 
prophesying until the time for 
the evening sacrifice. But there 
was no response, no one 
answered, no one paid 
attention. Then Elijah said to all 
the people, "Come here to me." 
They came to him, and he 
repaired the altar of the LORD, 
which was in ruins. Elijah took 
twelve stones, one for each of 
the tribes descended from 
Jacob, to whom the word of the 
LORD had come, saying, "Your 
name shall be Israel." With the 
stones he built an altar in the 
name of the LORD, and he dug 
a trench around it large enough 
to hold two seahs of seed. He 
arranged the wood, cut the bull 
into pieces and laid it on the 
wood. Then he said to them, 
"Fill four large jars with water 
and pour it on the offering and 
on the wood."  
"Do it again," he said, and they 
did it again. "Do it a third time," 
he ordered, and they did it the 
third time. The water ran down 
around the altar and even filled 
the trench. At the time of 

sacrifice, the prophet Elijah 
stepped forward and prayed: "O 
LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Israel, let it be known today 
that you are God in Israel and 
that I am your servant and have 
done all these things at your 
command. Answer me, O 
LORD, answer me, so these 
people will know that you, O 
LORD, are God, and that you 
are turning their hearts back 
again." Then the fire of the 
LORD fell and burned up the 
sacrifice, the wood, the stones 
and the soil, and also licked up 
the water in the trench. When all 
the people saw this, they fell 
prostrate and cried, "The LORD-
- he is God! The LORD-- he is 
God!" Then Elijah commanded 
them, "Seize the prophets of 
Baal. Don't let anyone get 
away!" They seized them, and 
Elijah had them brought down to 
the Kishon Valley and 
slaughtered there. And Elijah 
said to Ahab, "Go, eat and drink, 
for there is the sound of a heavy 
rain." So Ahab went off to eat 
and drink, but Elijah climbed to 
the top of Carmel, bent down to 
the ground and put his face 
between his knees. "Go and 
look toward the sea," he told his 
servant. And he went up and 
looked. "There is nothing there," 
he said. Seven times Elijah said, 
"Go back." The seventh time the 
servant reported, "A cloud as 
small as a man's hand is rising 
from the sea." So Elijah said, 
"Go and tell Ahab, 'Hitch up 
your chariot and go down before 
the rain stops you.'" Meanwhile, 
the sky grew black with clouds, 
the wind rose, a heavy rain 
came on and Ahab rode off to 
Jezreel.  



 

 

LESSON 1 Peter 2:4-10 

 
SEASONAL RESPONSE 

The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
Death has been swallowed up in victory. Alleluia! 

 
 
HYMN of the DAY At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing CW 141   

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 
 St. John writes in 1 John 1:5-10: 

 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to 

you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with him yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from 
all sin.  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word 
has no place in our lives. 

 
 Let us then confess our sins to God our merciful Heavenly Father: 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt. 

 
 

1. At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
 Praise to our victorious King, 
 Who has washed us in the tide 
 Flowing from his pierced side.  Alleluia! 
 
2. Mighty Victim from the sky, 
 Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie. 
 You have conquered in the fight; 
 You have brought us life and light. Alleluia! 
 
3. Now no more can death appall, 
 Now no more the grave enthrall; 
 You have opened paradise, 
 And your saints in you shall rise. Alleluia! 
 

4. Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
 This alone can sin destroy; 
 From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
 Newborn souls in you to be. Alleluia! 
 
5. Father, who the crown shall give, 
 Savior, by whose death we live, 
 Spirit, guide through all our days, 
 Three in One, your name we praise. Alleluia! 
 
 
 

As you come to him, the living 
Stone-- rejected by men but 
chosen by God and precious to 
him--  you also, like living 
stones, are being built into a 
spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. For in 
Scripture it says: "See, I lay a 
stone in Zion, a chosen and 
precious cornerstone, and the 

one who trusts in him will never 
be put to shame." Now to you 
who believe, this stone is 
precious. But to those who do 
not believe, "The stone the 
builders rejected has become 
the capstone," and, "A stone 
that causes men to stumble and 
a rock that makes them fall." 
They stumble because they 
disobey the message-- which is 
also what they were destined 

for. But you are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people belonging 
to God, that you may declare 
the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. Once you were 
not a people, but now you are 
the people of God; once you 
had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy.  



 

 

M: Our Lord Jesus says in John 20:23:  “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do 
not forgive them, they are not forgiven."  

 
 Therefore, as a called servant of Christ I announce God’s grace to all of you. And in the stead 

and by the command our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: In the assurance of our forgiveness, let us now hear the Word of the Lord. 
 
 
SERMON John 14:1-12 

DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED 

 1.  THERE IS A HEAVEN 

 2.  IT HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR YOU 

 3.  YOU KNOW THE WAY THERE 
 
 
 
TE DEUM CW p. 48 
C: We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord; all creation worships you, Father 
 everlasting. To you all angels, all the pow’rs of heav’n, cherubim and seraphim, sing in 
 endless praise: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of heav’nly hosts, heaven and earth are full 
 of your glory. The glorious company of apostles praise you. The noble fellowship of 
 prophets praise you. The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. Throughout the world 
 the holy Church acclaims you: Father of majesty unbounded, your glorious, true, and only 
 Son, and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. You, Christ, are the King of glory, the 
 eternal Son of the Father. When you became man to set us free, you humbled yourself to 
 be born of a virgin. You overcame the sting of death and opened the kingdom of heaven 
 to all believers. You sit at the right hand of God in the glory of the Father. We believe that 
 you will come to be our judge. Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the 
 price of your own blood, and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting.  
 
 
OFFERING 
 

"Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Trust in God; trust also 
in me. In my Father's house are 
many rooms; if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I am going 
there to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you 
also may be where I am. You 
know the way to the place 
where I am going."  
Thomas said to him, "Lord, we 
don't know where you are going, 
so how can we know the way?" 
Jesus answered, "I am the way 

and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you really knew 
me, you would know my Father 
as well. From now on, you do 
know him and have seen him." 
Philip said, "Lord, show us the 
Father and that will be enough 
for us."  
Jesus answered: "Don't you 
know me, Philip, even after I 
have been among you such a 
long time? Anyone who has 
seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, 'Show us the 
Father'? Don't you believe that I 

am in the Father, and that the 
Father is in me? The words I 
say to you are not just my own. 
Rather, it is the Father, living in 
me, who is doing his work. 
Believe me when I say that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in 
me; or at least believe on the 
evidence of the miracles 
themselves. I tell you the truth, 
anyone who has faith in me will 
do what I have been doing. He 
will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to 
the Father.  



 

 

M: In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.   
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
 us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Special prayers of intercession 
 
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this 
 new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor 
 run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus 
 Christ, your Son, our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us praise the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you all.  
C: Amen.  
 
 
CLOSING HYMN Jerusalem the Golden CWS 728  

†  †  † 
 
PREACHER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
ORGANIST Jeneane Thiesfeldt 
SPECIAL MUSIC Jerusalem, My Happy Home Jeff Mau 
  Used by permission 

1. Jerusalem the golden, With milk and honey blest -  
 The sight of it refreshes The weary and oppressed:  
 I know not, oh, I know not What joys await us there, 
 What radiancy of glory, What bliss beyond compare: 
 To sing the hymn unending With all the martyr throng, 
 Amidst the halls of Zion Resounding full with song. 
 
2. Oh, sweet and blessed country, The home of God’s elect! 
 Oh, sweet and blessed country That eager hearts expect, 
 Where they who with their leader Have conquered in the fight 
 Forever and forever Are clad in robes of white. 
 Jesus in mercy bring us To that dear land of rest 
 Where sings the host of heaven Your glorious name to bless. 
 
3. The Christ is ever with them; The daylight is serene. 
 The pastures of the blessed Are ever rich and green. 
 There is the throne of David; And there from care released, 
 The shout of them that triumph, The song of them that feast. 
 To God enthroned in glory The Church’s voices blend, 
 The Lamb forever blessed, The Light that knows no end. 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Calls Extended ~ At the voters' meeting this past week, two one-year calls were extended:   
1) to Mr. James Dretske, currently serving as our administrative teacher, to be our full time staff 

minister; and  
2) to Mrs. Emily Stoering, currently serving as a long-term substitute teacher, to be our 5-6th grade 

teacher at St. Paul’s School.   
Both calls are for the period of July 1, 2020, to June 30, 2021. Mr. Dretske has accepted his call. 
Please keep Mrs. Stoering in your prayers as she considers this new opportunity for service to the 
congregation.  
 
Bible Classes ~ will continue online. Join us Thursday mornings at 10:30 am for a study on the 
book of Colossians, on Thursday evenings at 7 pm for a study on the book of 2 Kings, and Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 am for a study The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis. All three classes will be held 
at Meet.Google.com (or with the Google Meet app on your smartphone or tablet) with "meeting 
code" tjx-anhj-gvx. Or use this shortcut which automatically enters the code for you: https://bit.ly/
STJLCNUMeet (Note: the link is case sensitive). You can also call in over the phone at (209) 457-
0523 using PIN: 100 259 597# (Note: This will be a long distance call.) The meeting room can hold 
up to 250 participants, so feel free to tell your friends!   
 
Sending Offerings through Bill Pay ~ Several members of St. John’s have asked if there is a way 
for them to make their weekly offerings automatically either online or by an automatic bank 
transaction. St. John’s is investigating our online giving options, but are not yet ready to receive 
online gifts. For the time being, we suggest that our members consider using your bank’s online Bill 
Pay service to make weekly or monthly gifts to St. John’s. If you have questions about using Bill Pay 
to make donations, please contact Financial Secretary Mike Thom at 507-217-7671. 
 
MVL Announcements ~ Changes have been made to the dates of MVL's summer camps. A full 
list can be found at mvl.org/athletics/summer-camps. If you have already registered and wish to 
cancel, please contact the MVL office at 507-354-6851 or sallee@mvlhs.org.   
 
Food Kit Available  ~ The New Ulm Area Food Shelf and the Lions Club of New Ulm are offering a 
14-day food kit for seniors 65+ who are homebound because of COVID-19. Homebound is defined 
as those who only leave home for medical reasons. If you are in need of food and would like this 
delivered to you, please call the food shelf at 354-7668. If no one answers, please leave a message 
with your name, address and phone number. Speak slowly and clearly. Someone will contact you to 
ask about any special diet needs and let you know when the delivery will be made.  
 
Ascension Virtual Hymn Sing ~ NPH is having another virtual hymn sing, this time for Ascension. 
Follow this link for more information: https://online.nph.net/virtual-choir. The Easter hymn sing had 
more than 60 participants. You can view it here: https://youtu.be/41CGsil9Fpc.  
 
About the Cover ~  The ultimate hope for every Christian is the promise of eternal life in heaven. 
That guarantee is ours through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. He himself made the 
promise to us. He himself assures us that if it were not true, he would have told us. He himself has 
gone there to prepare a place for us. That also means, as he reminded his apostles, he will come 
back for us to take us to be with him where he has gone. Yes, dear Christian friends, heaven is a 
real place, and we are really going there.  


