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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 26/27, 2020 

 
Prayer before worship:  Our Father in heaven, forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. That is, forgive us for our many sins and do not treat us as we deserve, for we daily sin 
much and deserve nothing but punishment. We know that, for Jesus’ sake, you do forgive us. Help us 
to believe this. Then, in turn, help us to forgive from the heart as you forgive us. Help us to gladly do 
good to those who sin against us. We ask this in Jesus’ name and trusting in his work for us. Amen. 
 
 

Saturday:  The cantors will sing all hymns and musical notations (♫). 
 
 

OPENING HYMN My Soul, Now Bless Your Maker CW 257 
1. My soul, now bless your Maker! Let all within me bless his name 
 Who makes me a partaker Of mercies more than I dare claim. 
 Forget him not whose meekness Still bears with all your sin, 
 Who heals your ev’ry weakness, Renews your life within, 
 Whose grace and care are endless And saved you through the past, 
 Who leaves no suff’rer friendless But rights the wronged at last. 
 
2. For as a tender father Has pity on his children here, 
 He in his arms will gather All who are his in childlike fear. 
 He knows how frail our powers Who but from dust are made. 
 We flourish like the flowers, And even so we fade. 
 The wind but through them passes, And all their bloom is o’er. 
 We wither like the grasses; Our place knows us no more. 
 
3. God’s grace stands fast, enduring, And children’s children yet shall prove 
 His strength abides, assuring The hearts of all who seek his love. 
 In heav’n is fixed his dwelling; His rule is over all. 
 Angels, in might excelling, Bright hosts, before him fall. 
 Praise him in song forever, All you who hear his Word. 
 He hears our hymns with favor—My soul, oh, bless the Lord! 
 
 
P: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give 
you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
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P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
♫: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
 Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues 

forever. Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving 

you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
FIRST LESSON  Genesis 50:15-21 

 
PSALM of the DAY Psalm 103 see page 8 
 
 
SECOND LESSON  Romans 14:5-9 

 
VERSE of the DAY 
♫: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the 
 Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Joseph's brothers saw 
that their father was dead, they 
said, "What if Joseph holds a 
grudge against us and pays us 
back for all the wrongs we did to 
him?" So they sent word to 
Joseph, saying, "Your father left 
these instructions before he 
died: 'This is what you are to say 
to Joseph: I ask you to forgive 

your brothers the sins and the 
wrongs they committed in 
treating you so badly.' Now 
please forgive the sins of the 
servants of the God of your 
father." When their message 
came to him, Joseph wept. His 
brothers then came and threw 
themselves down before him. 
"We are your slaves," they said.  

But Joseph said to them, "Don't 
be afraid. Am I in the place of 
God? You intended to harm me, 
but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being 
done, the saving of many lives.  
So then, don't be afraid. I will 
provide for you and your 
children." And he reassured 
them and spoke kindly to them.  

One man considers one day 
more sacred than another; 
another man considers every 
day alike. Each one should be 
fully convinced in his own mind.  
He who regards one day as 
special, does so to the Lord. He 

who eats meat, eats to the Lord, 
for he gives thanks to God; and 
he who abstains, does so to the 
Lord and gives thanks to God.  
For none of us lives to himself 
alone and none of us dies to 
himself alone. If we live, we live 

to the Lord; and if we die, we die 
to the Lord. So, whether we live 
or die, we belong to the Lord. 
For this very reason, Christ died 
and returned to life so that he 
might be the Lord of both the 
dead and the living.  
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GOSPEL  Matthew 18:21-35 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
♫: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
HYMN of the DAY Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive CW 493 
1. “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 
 You taught us, Lord, to pray, 
 But you alone can grant us grace 
 To live the words we say. 
 
2. How can your pardon reach and bless 
 The unforgiving heart 
 That broods on wrongs and will not let 
 Old bitterness depart? 
 
3. In blazing light your cross reveals 
 The truth we dimly knew: 
 What trivial debts are owed to us; 
 How great our debt to you! 
 
4. Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 
 And bid resentment cease; 
 Then, bound to all in bonds of love 
 Our lives will spread your peace. 
 
 
SERMON  Matthew 18:21-35 
 

 
Forgive Like God 

1.  Forgiven by God 
2.  Forgive like God 

 

Then Peter came to Jesus and 
asked, "Lord, how many times 
shall I forgive my brother when 
he sins against me? Up to 
seven times?" Jesus answered, 
"I tell you, not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times. Therefore, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a 
king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants. As 
he began the settlement, a man 
who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him. 
Since he was not able to pay, 
the master ordered that he and 
his wife and his children and all 
that he had be sold to repay the 
debt." The servant fell on his 
knees before him. 'Be patient 

with me,' he begged, 'and I will 
pay back everything.' The 
servant's master took pity on 
him, canceled the debt and let 
him go. But when that servant 
went out, he found one of his 
fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii. He grabbed 
him and began to choke him. 
'Pay back what you owe me!' he 
demanded. His fellow servant 
fell to his knees and begged 
him, 'Be patient with me, and I 
will pay you back.' But he 
refused. Instead, he went off 
and had the man thrown into 
prison until he could pay the 
debt. When the other servants 
saw what had happened, they 

were greatly distressed and 
went and told their master 
everything that had happened.  
Then the master called the 
servant in. 'You wicked servant,' 
he said, 'I canceled all that debt 
of yours because you begged 
me to. Shouldn't you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant 
just as I had on you?' In anger 
his master turned him over to 
the jailers to be tortured, until he 
should pay back all he owed.  
"This is how my heavenly Father 
will treat each of you unless you 
forgive your brother from your 
heart."  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy Christian Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT  
 
PRAYER of the CHURCH 
P: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after 

day. 
C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
 
P: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 

temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 
C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 

everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  
 
P: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, 

terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep 
our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and 
comfort all who are old and infirm. 

 
P: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and 

schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we 
may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. 
Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come 
with your almighty power to help and restore. 

 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 
P: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take 

all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use 
them to your glory. 
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C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. 
Amen.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,   
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and forever. Amen. 
 
 
HYMN Son of God, Eternal Savior CW 492 
1. Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us, Honors all our human race, 
 You our head, who, throned in glory, For your own will ever plead: 
 Fill us with your love and pity; Heal our wrongs and help our need. 
 
2. Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace; 
 Hush the storm of strife and passion; Bid its cruel discords cease. 
 By your patient years of toiling, By your silent hours of pain, 
 Quench our fevered thirst for pleasure; Stem our selfish greed for gain. 
 
3. Bind us all as one together In your Church’s sacred fold, 
 Weak and healthy, poor and wealthy, Sad and joyful, young and old. 
 Is there want or pain or sorrow? Make us all the burden share. 
 Are there spirits crushed and broken? Teach us, Lord, to soothe their care. 
 
4. As you, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 
 Freely have your gifts been granted; Freely may your servants give. 
 Yours the gold and yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
 We but stewards of your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 
 
 
P: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong 

in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 
 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  
♫: Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN Blessed Are They, Forever Blest CW 383 
1. Blessed are they, forever blest, Whose guilt is pardoned by their God, 
 Whose sins with sorrow are confessed And covered with their Savior’s blood. 
 
2. Blessed are they to whom the Lord Imputes not their iniquity. 
 They plead no merit or reward And not on works but grace rely. 
 
3. From guile their hearts and lips are free; Their humble joy, their holy fear 
 With deep repentance well agree And join to prove their faith sincere. 
 
4. How glorious is that righteousness That hides and cancels all their sins, 
 While bright the evidence of grace Through all their lives appears and shines! 
 
 
 

†  †  † 
 
 
PREACHER Pastor Rob Guenther 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee  
ORGANIST Craig Hirschmann 
CANTORS Alan and Jennifer Uher 



8 

 

PSALM of the DAY Psalm 103 CW p. 105 
 

Saturday: cantors will sing the refrain; congregation will speak the verses 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Praise the LORD, O my soul;* 

all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
 

He forgives all your sins* 

and heals all your diseases; 
 

he redeems your life from the grave* 

and crowns you with love and compassion. 
 

Refrain 
 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious,* 

slow to anger, abounding in love. 
 

He does not treat us as our sins deserve* 

or repay us according to our iniquities. 
 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,* 

so great is his love for those who fear him; 
 

as far as the east is from the west,* 

so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
 

Refrain 
 

As a father has compassion on his children,* 

so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 
 

for he knows how we are formed,* 

he remembers that we are dust. 
 

Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field;* 

the wind blows over it and it is gone. 
 

But the LORD’S love is with those who fear him* 

from everlasting to everlasting. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Attendance for the past weekend was 280 with 219 attending Communion. 
 
In-Person Bible Classes ~ The pandemic guidelines prevents adult Bible class from being held on 
Sunday mornings, but expanded Thursday options will be offered. Pastor Guenther will lead a study 
of the book of Revelation at 10:30 am and Pastor Bovee will have the topic of Angels at 7 pm.  After 
six weeks, they will present the same topics in the opposite time slots. The in-person class will be 
held in the basement or join the class online at bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass.  
 
Pictorial Directory ~ Due to COVID19 complications, Lifetouch has suspended their operations 
and will not be able to photograph subjects until January 2021 at the earliest. Therefore, the St. 
John's pictorial directory project is on hold until further notice. We will arrange new schedules to 
accommodate those who have not had their photos taken yet when they are back in operation.  
Shutterfly will still work with any customer service issues related to prints you may have ordered.  
Sorry for the inconvenience.  
 
Church Calendar ~ the up-to-date church calendar can be found on our website: 
stjohnsnewulm.com/calendar.  
 
 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Book Available ~ A new commentary on the Book of Job is available at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
office. The cost is $10. Written by Pastor Tim Smith, there are 60 copies available; first come, first 
serve.  
 

Community Event ~ On Thursday, October 1 at 6:30 pm, St Paul's Lutheran Church invites you to a 
free community event to hear a Christian's response to racial issues currently happening in America.  
Moderated by Prof Ben Clemons, a four-panel group including Prof Tom Hunter, Prof Tingting 
Schwartz, Mr. Kenton Fabian and Mrs. Megan Kassuelke will lead the discussion of a Christian's 
perspective during this time in our country. Go to splnewulm.org to RESERVE YOUR SPOT IN THE 
LIVE AUDIENCE at the St Paul's School gymnasium (masks and a reserved ticket are required for 
COVID safety). 
 
MVL Announcements ~ The MVLHS Association meeting scheduled for Sunday, October 18, will 
not be conducted as a normal in-person meeting. Reports will be sent out to the delegates in advance 
of the meeting. Delegates should expect to receive communications from MVL regarding two 
proposals: the addition of a Learning Coordinator position on the faculty for the 21-22 school year and 
granting MNDOT permission to erect a sound barrier along Highway 14 when the expanded road is 
built. Open Position Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as 
Director of Mission Advancement.  Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, 
for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.  
Bus Drivers Needed Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable transportation for students. With 
an increased enrollment and necessary distancing measures, we're urgently seeking MVL route 
drivers and substitute drivers for these great students. Full-time and part-time positions available with 
paid training! Interested individuals should contact Site Manager Casey Stearns at 507-995-5387.  
 
Support Group ~ St. Paul's Church is starting a support group for survivors of domestic (relationship) 
abuse. They are hoping to gather for their first group sometime during the first full week of October. If 
you, or someone you know, is interested please email survivors@splnewulm.org. Please join them as 
we gather together to support each other through God's Word.  
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Volunteers Needed ~ Treasure Haus is looking for a few new volunteers. If you have any spare 
time please consider helping us out. If interested, please call the store and speak with a manager.  
 
MLC Worldwide Homecoming Event ~ The 2020 MLC Homecoming Sprinter Fun Run has a new 
look! Due to Covid-19, the 1-mile Fun Run/Walk will be a WORLDWIDE EVENT. We are excited to 
invite everyone around the globe to join us for this FREE activity! Learn more or register at  
bit.ly/MLCSprinter. Questions? Contact Sarah Zahrt at mlcsprinterwalkrun@gmail.com. Those 
who register by noon on Friday, October 2, are eligible for awesome prizes from campus entities 
(MLC swag!) and community businesses.  
 
MLC Music Concert ~ The Martin Luther College Music Division will present a "Homecoming Music 
Showcase" on Sunday, October 4, at 2 pm. Featured ensembles include the College Choir, Wind 
Symphony, Chorale, Männerchor, Women's Choir, and Hosanna Ringers. The students will present 
an eclectic program of music highlighting their work in the first half of the semester. The concert will 
be live-streamed at http://mlc-wels.edu/concerts.  
 
WELS & ELS Singles Facebook Group ~ If you're single (unmarried, divorced, widowed) and 
looking to socialize, make friends, or enjoy fellowship with other singles who share your faith, we 
encourage you to join our Facebook group! Our group consists of over 260 members with ages 
ranging from 18-65+. We're an active group who loves sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers, 
Lutheran memes, personal victories, and tacos. Our page is full of discussion posts and we typically 
have a weekly video hangout on Sunday evenings. We'd love to have you join us. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles 
 
Food Kit Available  ~ The New Ulm Area Food Shelf and the Lions Club of New Ulm are offering a 
14-day food kit for seniors 65+ who are homebound because of COVID-19. Homebound is defined 
as those who only leave home for medical reasons. If you are in need of food and would like this 
delivered to you, please call the food shelf at 354-7668. If no one answers, please leave a message 
with your name, address and phone number. Speak slowly and clearly. Someone will contact you to 
ask about any special diet needs and let you know when the delivery will be made.  
 
Job Opening ~ The Martin Luther College Early Childhood Learning Center is looking for teachers 
to sub on a very limited basis in our preschool classrooms. Substitute teachers are needed at the 
beginning of each quarter as student teachers move to a different classroom. The time commitment 
would be one week in each of the following months - August, October, January, and March. 
Orientation and training will be provided. If interested, please contact Mrs. Liz Klugherz, ECLC 
director at (507 233-9105) or email eclcdirector@mlc-wels.edu no later than Friday, October 9. 
 
Staff Minister Jim Dretske sm.dretske@gmail.com 

Teacher Christine Baganz cbaganz@splnewulm.org 
Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Emily Stoering estoering@splnewulm.org 

St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 

 
About the Cover ~ A man begged a king for more time to repay his massive debt. But the king gave 
so much more than he asked! He canceled the debt entirely! But the man went and revealed his 
ungrateful heart as he demanded another repay him a far smaller debt than he had been forgiven. 
Jesus warns that we ought not be like that. Rather, recognizing the giant debt we owed to God that 
he, by grace in Christ, completely erased, we should mimic him and forgive those debts others have 
incurred against us. In gratitude to God, we should forgive others for sinning against us just as God 
has forgiven us for sinning against him. God, help us do this! 


