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Prayer before worship: Dear God, by your grace, you have opened our spiritual eyes to see our sin 
and to see your grace. You have made yourself known to us. You have sent your Spirit to believe in 
you and your promises and to bring peace to our hearts by them. Now help us to make you known to 
others too! Use us to share your message of sin and grace with those whose hearts are still troubled 
that they might know you and the peace you give. Amen.  
 
 

Order of Service: Service of the Word page 38 
 

  
OPENING HYMN Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus CW 474 
 

M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
 children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 
 let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
 sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
 Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
 sin, and take away my guilt.  
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 
 our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
 give you strength to live according to his will. 
C: Amen.  
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
C: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your 
 Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues 
 forever. Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in  him.  

1. Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross! 
 Lift high his royal banner; It must not suffer loss. 
 From vict’ry unto vict’ry His army shall he lead 
 Till ev’ry foe is vanquished And Christ is Lord indeed. 
 

2. Stand up, stand up for Jesus! The trumpet call obey; 
 Forth to the mighty conflict In this his glorious day! 
 Ye that are brave, now serve him Against unnumbered foes; 
 Let courage rise with danger And strength to strength oppose. 
 

3. Stand up, stand up for Jesus! Stand in his strength alone. 
 The arm of flesh will fail you; Ye dare not trust your own. 
 Put on the gospel armor; Each piece put on with prayer; 
 Where duty calls or danger, Be never wanting there. 
 

4. Stand up, stand up for Jesus! The strife will not be long; 
 This day the noise of battle, The next, the victor’s song. 
 To him that overcometh A crown of life shall be; 
 He with the King of glory Shall reign eternally. 



 

 

M: Let us pray.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
FIRST LESSON  2 Kings 6:15-17 

 
 
PSALM of the DAY Psalm 65  CW p. 89 
 

Men sing odd verses; Women sing even verses 

 
 
 

Praise awaits you, O God,* 

 you call forth songs of joy. 
 

You care for the land and water it;* 

 you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 
 

The streams of God are filled with water* 

 to provide the people with grain. 
 

Refrain 
 

You crown the year with your bounty,* 

 and your carts overflow with abundance. 
 

The grasslands of the desert overflow;* 

 the hills are clothed with gladness. 
 

The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain;* 

 they shout for joy and sing. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 

 
 
 

When the servant of the man of 
God got up and went out early 
the next morning, an army with 
horses and chariots had 
surrounded the city. "Oh, my 
lord, what shall we do?" the 

servant asked. "Don't be afraid," 
the prophet answered. "Those 
who are with us are more than 
those who are with them." And 
Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open 
his eyes so he may see." Then 

the LORD opened the servant's 
eyes, and he looked and saw 
the hills full of horses and 
chariots of fire all around Elisha.  



 

 

SECOND LESSON  Revelation 3:14-22 

GENERAL VERSE  p. 40 
 

C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the 
 Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
GOSPEL  John 14:23-29 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
HYMN of the DAY Glorious in Majesty CW 496 

 

Jesus replied, "If anyone loves 
me, he will obey my teaching. 
My Father will love him, and we 
will come to him and make our 
home with him. He who does 
not love me will not obey my 
teaching. These words you hear 
are not my own; they belong to 
the Father who sent me. All this 
I have spoken while still with 

you. But the Counselor, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you 
all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you. 
Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid. You heard me 

say, 'I am going away and I am 
coming back to you.' If you 
loved me, you would be glad 
that I am going to the Father, for 
the Father is greater than I.   
I have told you now before it 
happens, so that when it does 
happen you will believe." 

"To the angel of the church in 
Laodicea write: These are the 
words of the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the ruler of 
God's creation. I know your 
deeds, that you are neither cold 
nor hot. I wish you were either 
one or the other! So, because 
you are lukewarm-- neither hot 
nor cold-- I am about to spit you 
out of my mouth. You say, 'I am 
rich; I have acquired wealth and 

do not need a thing.' But you do 
not realize that you are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and 
naked.  I counsel you to buy 
from me gold refined in the fire, 
so you can become rich; and 
white clothes to wear, so you 
can cover your shameful 
nakedness; and salve to put on 
your eyes, so you can see. 
Those whom I love I rebuke and 
discipline. So be earnest, and 

repent. Here I am! I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in and eat with him, 
and he with me. To him who 
overcomes, I will give the right 
to sit with me on my throne, just 
as I overcame and sat down 
with my Father on his throne. He 
who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the 
churches."   

1. Glorious in majesty, 
  Holy in his praises, 
 Jesus, our Savior and our King. 
 Born a man, yet God of old, 
  Let us all adore him; 
 Filled with his Spirit, let us sing. 
 
REFRAIN: 
 Living is to love him,  
 Serving him to know his freedom. 
 Come along with us  
  to join the praise of Jesus. 
 Come to Jesus now;  
  Go to live his Word, rejoicing. 

2. Victory he won for us,  
  Freeing us from darkness, 
 Dying and rising from dead. 
 Living with the Father now, 
  Yet he is among us; 
 We are the body, he the head. REFRAIN 
 
3. One in love, as family, 
  Living with each other. 
 Gladly we share each other’s pain. 
 Yet he will not leave us so; 
  Soon he is returning, 
 Taking us back with him to reign. REFRAIN 



 

 

SERMON  Acts 17:22-31 

Let God Be Known! 
 1.  God Is Known To Us 
 2.  God Is Known Through Us 
 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  p. 41 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
PRAYERS of the CHURCH   
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
 us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
 Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 

Paul then stood up in the 
meeting of the Areopagus and 
said: "Men of Athens! I see that 
in every way you are very 
religious. For as I walked 
around and looked carefully at 
your objects of worship, I even 
found an altar with this 
inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN 
GOD. Now what you worship as 
something unknown I am going 
to proclaim to you. "The God 
who made the world and 
everything in it is the Lord of 
heaven and earth and does not 
live in temples built by hands. 

And he is not served by human 
hands, as if he needed 
anything, because he himself 
gives all men life and breath and 
everything else. From one man 
he made every nation of men, 
that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he determined 
the times set for them and the 
exact places where they should 
live. God did this so that men 
would seek him and perhaps 
reach out for him and find him, 
though he is not far from each 
one of us. 'For in him we live 
and move and have our being.' 

As some of your own poets 
have said, 'We are his offspring.'  
"Therefore since we are God's 
offspring, we should not think 
that the divine being is like gold 
or silver or stone-- an image 
made by man's design and skill.  
In the past God overlooked such 
ignorance, but now he 
commands all people 
everywhere to repent. For he 
has set a day when he will judge 
the world with justice by the 
man he has appointed. He has 
given proof of this to all men by 
raising him from the dead."  



 

 

HYMN What Is the World to Me CW 477 

 
M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
 by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
 guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
 gladness.   
 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 
C: Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN Praise to You and Adoration CW 470 

 
 
 

†  †  † 
 
PREACHER Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST Darrell Berg 
 
 
 

1. What is the world to me 
  With all its vaunted pleasure 
 When you, and you alone, 
  Lord Jesus are my treasure! 
 You only, dearest Lord, 
  My soul’s delight shall be; 
 You are my peace, my rest. 
  What is the world to me! 
 
2. The world seeks to be praised 
  And honored by the mighty, 
 Yet never once reflects 
  That they are frail and flighty. 
 But what I truly prize 
  Above all things is he,  
 My Jesus, he alone. 
  What is the world to me! 

3. The world seeks after wealth 
  And all that money offers, 
 Yet never is content  
  Though gold should fill its coffers. 
 I have a higher good; 
  Content with it I’ll be; 
 My Jesus is my wealth— 
  What is the world to me! 
 
4. What is the world to me! 
  My Jesus is my treasure, 
 My life, my health, my wealth, 
  My friend, my love, my pleasure, 
 My joy, my crown, my all, 
  My bliss eternally. 
 Once more then I declare: 
  What is the world to me! 

1. Praise to you and adoration, 
  Blessed Jesus, Son of God, 
 Who, to serve your own creation, 
  Came to share our flesh and blood. 
 Guide me that I never may  
  From your fold or pastures stray, 
 But with zeal and joy exceeding 
  Follow where your steps are leading. 

2. Hold me ever in your keeping; 
  Comfort me in pain and strife. 
 In my laughter and my weeping 
  Be with me throughout my life. 
 Give me greater love for you, 
  And my faith and hope renew 
 In your birth, your life, and passion, 
  In your death and resurrection. 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Bible Classes ~ will continue online. Join us Thursday mornings at 10:30 am for a study on the 
book of Colossians, on Thursday evenings at 7 pm for a study on the book of 2 Kings, and Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 am for a study The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis. All three classes will be held 
at Meet.Google.com (or with the Google Meet app on your smartphone or tablet) with "meeting 
code" tjx-anhj-gvx. Or use this shortcut which automatically enters the code for you: https://bit.ly/
STJLCNUMeet (Note: the link is case sensitive). You can also call in over the phone at (209) 457-
0523 using PIN: 100 259 597# (Note: This will be a long distance call.) The meeting room can hold 
up to 250 participants, so feel free to tell your friends!   
 
Sending Offerings through Bill Pay ~ Several members of St. John’s have asked if there is a way 
for them to make their weekly offerings automatically either online or by an automatic bank 
transaction. St. John’s is investigating our online giving options, but are not yet ready to receive 
online gifts. For the time being, we suggest that our members consider using your bank’s online Bill 
Pay service to make weekly or monthly gifts to St. John’s. If you have questions about using Bill Pay 
to make donations, please contact Financial Secretary Mike Thom at 507-217-7671. 
 
MVL Announcements ~ Changes have been made to the dates of MVL's summer camps. A full 
list can be found at mvl.org/athletics/summer-camps. If you have already registered and wish to 
cancel, please contact the MVL office at 507-354-6851 or sallee@mvlhs.org.   
 
Food Kit Available  ~ The New Ulm Area Food Shelf and the Lions Club of New Ulm are offering a 
14-day food kit for seniors 65+ who are homebound because of COVID-19. Homebound is defined 
as those who only leave home for medical reasons. If you are in need of food and would like this 
delivered to you, please call the food shelf at 354-7668. If no one answers, please leave a message 
with your name, address and phone number. Speak slowly and clearly. Someone will contact you to 
ask about any special diet needs and let you know when the delivery will be made.  
 
Ascension Virtual Hymn Sing ~ NPH is having another virtual hymn sing, this time for Ascension. 
Follow this link for more information: https://online.nph.net/virtual-choir. The Easter hymn sing had 
more than 60 participants. You can view it here: https://youtu.be/41CGsil9Fpc.  
 
Job Opening ~ Needed in St. Paul’s Preschool: part time assistant teacher (with possible office 
responsibilities) for Fall 2020. Please request the job description and application form from St. Paul’s 
School Secretary Kristal Miller. She may be reached at the school office or school@splnewulm.org.  
Applications will be received until 3 pm on Friday, May 29. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administrative Teacher Jim Dretske jdretske@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Laura Balza lbalza@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Karen Grunwald kgrunwald@splnewulm.org 

Teacher Jean Schroeder jschroeder@splnewulm.org 

St. John’s Church Office stjohnsnewulm@gmail.com 

 
About the Cover ~  The painting on the cover is entitled “Paul preaching in the Areopagus,” and 
was painted by Sir James Thornhill (1675-1734) somewhere between 1729 and 1731. In it, St. Paul 
stands preaching in Athens in the area where the ruling council met. He spoke against worshiping 
false idols represented here by the classical statue of a Greek hero, probably Achilles. The painting 
includes an imagined classical architectural setting with a small round temple in the background. Just 
as Paul made known the UNKNOWN GOD to those in the Areopagus, someone has made God 
known to us. Now we, in turn, have the privilege of making him known to others. 


