
 

 



 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 
March 7/8, 2020 

 
Prayer before worship: Almighty God, you sent Jesus to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of  all 
people -- Jews and Gentiles, young and old, male and female, black and white and those from every 
language and nation under heaven. May the love he demonstrated move us to report to others all 
he has done to save us from sin, death, and the devil. Give us hearts filled with joy because of  his 
gracious gifts of  forgiveness and eternal life. Accept our worship as we are compelled to serve you. 
We pray it in Jesus' name. Amen.  
 
 Order of  Service: Saturday: Evening Prayer page 52 
  Sunday: Morning Praise page 45 

 
OPENING HYMN O Christians, Haste CW 570 
 
LESSON  Genesis 12:1-8 

PSALM of  the DAY Psalm 121 Saturday: Insert 
  Sunday: p.  112 
 Choir Refrain 
 All Refrain 

 

The LORD had said to Abram, 
"Leave your country, your 
people and your father's 
household and go to the land I 
will show you. I will make you 
into a great nation and I will 
bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you." So 
Abram left, as the LORD had 

told him; and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he set out from Haran.  
He took his wife Sarai, his 
nephew Lot, all the possessions 
they had accumulated and the 
people they had acquired in 
Haran, and they set out for the 
land of Canaan, and they arrived 
there. Abram traveled through 
the land as far as the site of the 
great tree of Moreh at Shechem. 
At that time the Canaanites were 

in the land. The LORD appeared 
to Abram and said, "To your 
offspring I will give this land." 
So he built an altar there to the 
LORD, who had appeared to 
him. From there he went on 
toward the hills east of Bethel 
and pitched his tent, with Bethel 
on the west and Ai on the east. 
There he built an altar to the 
LORD and called on the name 
of the LORD.  



 

 

 God will not let your foot be moved. God who keeps you will not slumber,  
 The One who keeps Israel never slumbers, never sleeps. REFRAIN 
 

 God will be the one who keeps you, as a shade at your right hand,  
 So the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon in the night.  REFRAIN 
 

 God will keep you from all evil. God will always guard your life,  
 Guard your comings, and your goings, from now and evermore.  REFRAIN 
 
LESSON   Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

SEASONAL RESPONSE 
 

All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of  us all.  
By his wounds we are healed.  

 
HYMN of  the DAY Rise, Shine, You People CW 556 
 
SERMON  John 4:4-26 

What then shall we say that 
Abraham, our forefather, 
discovered in this matter? If, in 
fact, Abraham was justified by 
works, he had something to 
boast about-- but not before 
God. What does the Scripture 
say? "Abraham believed God, 
and it was credited to him as 
righteousness." Now when a 
man works, his wages are not 
credited to him as a gift, but as 
an obligation. However, to the 
man who does not work but 
trusts God who justifies the 

wicked, his faith is credited as 
righteousness.  
 
It was not through law that 
Abraham and his offspring 
received the promise that he 
would be heir of the world, but 
through the righteousness that 
comes by faith. For if those who 
live by law are heirs, faith has no 
value and the promise is 
worthless, because law brings 
wrath. And where there is no law 
there is no transgression. 
Therefore, the promise comes by 

faith, so that it may be by grace 
and may be guaranteed to all 
Abraham's offspring-- not only 
to those who are of the law but 
also to those who are of the faith 
of Abraham. He is the father of 
us all. As it is written: "I have 
made you a father of many 
nations." He is our father in the 
sight of God, in whom he 
believed-- the God who gives 
life to the dead and calls things 
that are not as though they were.  

Now he had to go through 
Samaria. So he came to a town in 
Samaria called Sychar, near the 
plot of ground Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. Jacob's well 
was there, and Jesus, tired as he 
was from the journey, sat down 
by the well. It was about the 
sixth hour. When a Samaritan 
woman came to draw water, 
Jesus said to her, "Will you give 
me a drink?"  (His disciples had 
gone into the town to buy food.) 

The Samaritan woman said to 
him, "You are a Jew and I am a 
Samaritan woman. How can you 
ask me for a drink?" (For Jews 
do not associate with 
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, 
"If you knew the gift of God and 
who it is that asks you for a 
drink, you would have asked him 
and he would have given you 
living water."  
"Sir," the woman said, "you have 
nothing to draw with and the 

well is deep. Where can you get 
this living water? Are you greater 
than our father Jacob, who gave 
us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did also his sons and 
his flocks and herds?" Jesus 
answered, "Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty again,  
but whoever drinks the water I 
give him will never thirst. 
Indeed, the water I give him will 
become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life." The 



 

 

CHRIST OFFERS LIVING WATER TO THIRSTY SOULS 
1.WATER WHICH QUENCHES THIRST 

2.WATER WHICH QUICKENS THE THIRSTY 
 
 
ANTHEM I Heard the Voice of  Jesus Say Saturday: in place of  Magnificat 
 Did you hear His voice?  
 I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto Me and rest; Lay down, O weary one, lay down Your head upon My breast.” 
 I came to Jesus as I was, So weary, worn, and sad; I found in Him a resting place, And He has made me glad. 
 Did you hear His voice?  
 I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give The living water; thirsty one, Stoop down and drink and live.” 
 I came to Jesus and I drank Of that lifegiving stream; My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, And now I live in Him.  
 Did you hear His voice?  Yes, I did hear His voice, His voice.  
 I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light. Look unto Me; your morn shall rise  And all your day be bright.” 
 I looked to Jesus, and I found In Him my star, my sun; And in that light of life I’ll walk Till trav’ling days are done.  
 I found in Him a resting place, And He has made me glad.  
 

TE DEUM  Sunday: CW p. 48 
  
 

OFFERING 
 
 

PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER   
 
 

CLOSING HYMN Come unto Me, Ye Weary CW 336 
 

†  †  † 
 

PREACHER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST Darrell Berg 
MIXED CHOIR Bethel Boeder 

woman said to him, "Sir, give me 
this water so that I won't get 
thirsty and have to keep coming 
here to draw water." He told her, 
"Go, call your husband and 
come back."  
"I have no husband," she 
replied. Jesus said to her, "You 
are right when you say you have 
no husband. The fact is, you 
have had five husbands, and the 
man you now have is not your 
husband. What you have just 
said is quite true."  

"Sir," the woman said, "I can see 
that you are a prophet. Our 
fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim 
that the place where we must 
worship is in Jerusalem." Jesus 
declared, "Believe me, woman, a 
time is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  
You Samaritans worship what 
you do not know; we worship 
what we do know, for salvation 
is from the Jews. Yet a time is 

coming and has now come when 
the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth, for 
they are the kind of worshipers 
the Father seeks. God is spirit, 
and his worshipers must worship 
in spirit and in truth." The 
woman said, "I know that 
Messiah" (called Christ) "is 
coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us." Then 
Jesus declared, "I who speak to 
you am he."  



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: St. John’s Mission Statement 
 4 pm Cancer Journey Group 
Mon 11:30 am OWLS Meeting 
Tue 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
 6 pm Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
Wed 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Services 
 4:45 - 6 pm Fellowship Supper (Youth Group Hosts) 
 7:15 pm Mixed Choir 
Thu 10:30 am Adult Bible Class 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class 
Fri 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God Part 2” 
Sat 9 am Church Cleaning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Mar 15 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: St. John’s Mission Statement 
 12 pm Basement Reserved 
Mar 16 6 pm Evangelism Meeting 
Mar 17 6 pm Finance Committee Meeting 
 7 pm Council Meeting 
Mar 18 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Services 
 4:45 - 6 pm Fellowship Supper 
 5:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7:15 pm Mixed Choir 
Mar 19 10:30 am Adult Bible Class 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class 
Mar 20 6:30 am Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: “On Giving Advice to God Part 2” 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: I Apologize 
 7 pm St. Paul’s School Raider Musical: Rockin’ Robin Hood 
Mar 21 5 pm St. Paul’s School Italian Bistro 
 7 pm St. Paul’s School Raider Musical: Rockin’ Robin Hood 
Mar 22 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: St. John’s Mission Statement 

ST. JOHN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 479 with 349 attending Communion. 

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $17,390 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need  
 $1,239 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need $212 Food & Fellowship 
 $1,641 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $125 K-12 Education Assistance 
 $1,397 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $65 St. Paul’s School Building Fund 

 

†  Upcoming Services  † 
 

 

Lent Midweek: Wednesday: 11 am, 4 and 6:30 pm 
Saturday: 6:30 pm  

Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11 am 



 

 

Youth Group ~ The Youth Group will be hosting the midweek fellowship meal on Wednesday, 
March 11. Please sign up either on the youth board or go to bit.ly/March11Meal. There are choices to 
set up and serve, donate food and/or serve and clean up. Thank you!  
 
Cancer Journey Fellowship ~ This Sunday, March 8, 4 - 5:30 pm. Have you or someone in your 
immediate family experienced a cancer diagnosis at any time? Maybe it was yourself, your spouse, a 
child, or a parent. It might be a recent diagnosis, or the person may be undergoing treatment, be in 
post-treatment, or be in remission. Come to this opportunity for Scripture-based encouragement and 
conversation with others. We will meet in the lower level fellowship area. Light refreshments will be 
provided. 
 
Cards of Caring ~ The St. John’s Cards of Caring volunteers will meet Saturday, March 14, to make 
Easter cards for our homebound and thinking of you members and Befriend a Mission families. You 
are welcome between the hours of 9 am and noon at 403 N. Minnesota St. (enter on 4th North). 
Besides fellowship, this is a way for volunteers to serve the Lord. Contact Lois Willems at 507-676-
1230 with questions.  
 
Church Cleaning ~ is scheduled for Saturday, March 14th from 9-11 am.  Please note that it is a 
come and go event. Stay for as long or as little as you can.  Men, women and children are needed to 
get our church cleaned and ready for Easter.  All cleaning supplies will be provided. Many hands make 
light work!    
 
Handbell Choir ~ If you’d like to be a part of something musical but you have limited vocal ability, 
then the new Handbell Choir is for you!  If you’re not good at reading notes or rhythm, I can teach 
you! Practices will be in the church basement at 6-7 pm on Wednesday. I need 11-17 Confirmed 
members. Please indicate your willingness to join the Handbell Choir by email to Becky Berg: 
rberg@mvlhs.org. As soon as we have enough people, we will begin practices.   
 
St. John’s Coffee Mugs ~ Newly ordered St. John's coffee mugs are used by our prospective 
member visitation team as a gift to help our new friends remember our local congregation. Perhaps 
you wish you had your own St. John's mug to help you remember to pray for our ministry during your 
morning java. Your wish has been granted! Stop by the display table in the narthex to pick up one of 
these stylish mugs for only $5 each! Leave your payment, cash or check to St John's, in the box.  
 
Contributions for St. Paul’s School Building Fund ~ Please make out checks to “St. John’s 
Lutheran Church" and indicate “St Paul’s School Building Fund” on your offering envelope. This will 
help us better track our congregation's support of the building project. These amounts will be 
reflected on your St. John’s contribution statement. Thank You!  
 
 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OWLS Meeting ~ OWLS Fellowship begins at 11:30 am followed at 12:00 by a potluck on Monday, 
March 9 here at St. John’s. The Devotion and Program will be presented by Pastor Jeff Bovee and 
Bruce Savoy at 12:45 pm. The topic will be relevant to all seniors of our churches: Funeral Planning 
with Your Pastor. The Annual Business Meeting will follow at 2 pm. A free will offering for the 
European Chaplaincy Mission will be available. 
 



 

 

WELS Youth Rally and Mission Trips ~ WELS Youth Rally in Knoxville, Tennessee will be held 
on June 23-26. St. Paul's Church will be sponsoring a group to attend this summer. Contact St. Paul’s 
Staff Minister Kuschel for more details at kkuschel@splnewulm.org.  
As of now, the summer mission trips are:  
 Westminster, CO: July 18-24: Soccer Camp 
 San Antonio, TX: July 31-August 9: Basketball Camp 
 Red Deer, Alberta, Canada: July 31-August 10: Soccer Camp 
 Mahahual, Mexico: July 11-18: English/Bible Camp (for those 16+ years old with Spanish knowledge) 

If you are interested in participating or learning more about this trip, please contact Staff 
Minister Kuschel at kkuschel@splnewulm.org. Participants must be 16 years or older and have 
some Spanish knowledge.    

 
Carnival at Trinity ~ on Saturday, March 14, from 11 am - 3 pm at Trinity Lutheran, in Nicollet. 
There will be games, food, a silent auction, prices, drawings and a pie auction. Celebrate and support 
Lutheran education while enjoying fellowship and fun.  
 
Luther Prep Singers Concert ~ On Saturday, March 14 at 4 pm, the Luther Prep Singers will have 
the privilege of bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in song to St. John Lutheran Church, the 
surrounding WELS congregations, and the Redwood Falls community as it tours our area during their 
spring break. Luther Preparatory School is located in Watertown, Wisconsin. It is operated by the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. The purpose of the school is to encourage and prepare young 
people for careers in preaching and teaching ministry.  The concert is at St. John Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (119 W. Broadway St) in Redwood Falls. All are welcome! 
 
2020 Youth Lock-In ~ Calling all 4th – 8th graders: Join us, the students from The Beacon Lutheran 
Campus Ministry, for our 2020 Youth Lock-In. The fun begins Friday, March 20th at 9 pm at the Lake 
Crystal Rec. Center and concludes Saturday, March 21st 7:30 am at the Beacon. There will be 
swimming, basketball, pizza, late night worship, and much more! Registration forms are available in the 
narthex or you can register online at mankatocampusministry.org. 
 
Italian Bistro and Show ~ The Raider Events Committee will once again be hosting a fun night of 
fellowship at the Italian Bistro on Saturday, March 21, at 5:30 pm, before the Saturday showing of the 
Raider Choir musical, "Rockin’ Robin Hood.” Social time begins at 5 pm. This pasta dinner includes 
salad, spaghetti and meatballs, breadstick, and cheesecake for dessert, all served to you by a charming 
5th grade waitstaff. Seats for this dinner must be reserved in advance at cutt.ly/italianbistro by 
Monday, March 16th, and paid for when you arrive at the event. Cost is $7/children (10 and under), 
and $10/adult. All proceeds benefit the Raider Choir to help cover production expenses. Please email 
Sarah Zahrt at zahrtse@gmail.com with any questions you may have.  
 
MLC Choir Concert ~ Join us on Sunday, March 22, at 3 pm in the Chapel of the Christ as the Martin 
Luther College Choir, under the direction of Prof. Adrian Smith, presents a choral concert titled 
“When in Our Music God Is Glorified.” This tour marks the 25th anniversary of glorifying 
God and sharing the gospel through the music of the Martin Luther College Choir. The program 
features music for choir, congregation, and instruments, and reflects how God’s children give him 
glory through songs of thanks and praise, by proclaiming the good news of salvation, and by placing 
their hope and confidence in the Lord. It includes settings of familiar hymns as well as selections by 
choral music composers representing a variety of musical styles. A freewill offering will be gathered to 
support the ministry of MLC.  



 

 

MVL Announcements ~ MVL Capital Campaign The Building on the Rock capital campaign is off 
to a great start following the kickoff on March 1! With your support and prayers, together we can 
enhance the academic and activity experiences for MVL students. The Mission Advancement team is 
available to discuss any questions you have: contact missionadvancement@mvlhs.org or 507-233-
8659. May God bless our work together! Save the Date: Jeans & Dreams Join us at Turner Hall in New 
Ulm on Saturday, March 28 for the MVL Booster Club Auction! Come in your favorite denim for a 
delicious dinner, spectacular socializing with the MVL family, and an amazing array of items and 
experiences. Visit mvl.org/auction or MVL Facebook page for all the details! Thrivent Choice Dollars® 
Allocation MVL is a participating organization of the Thrivent Choice program. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to recommend where Thrivent gives back! Eligible members have until March 31 to 
direct their Choice Dollars. Visit thrivent.com or speak with your local office for more information. 
Bus Drivers Needed Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable transportation for students. We're 
looking for MVL route drivers and substitute drivers for these great kids. Paid training! Full-time and 
part-time positions available. Interested individuals should contact Site Manager Casey Stearns at 507-
995-5387. 
 
Pie Donations ~ MVL has made a request of all congregations within the association to donate pies 
for the auction on Saturday, March 28th.  
 
Join the Easter for Kids Team ~ On April 4th, John and Paul Ministries will host Easter for Kids 
at St Paul's School! Easter for Kids is a congregation and community event where children in grades 
Prek3-grade 4 come for a morning of fun and learning the Easter message of our Savior! Many hands 
are needed for such an event! Please go to the John and Paul Ministries website (http://
johnandpaulministries.com/) for the online volunteer sign-up form. Areas of crew leaders/helpers, 
decorators, crafts, snacks, games etc. are all needed. Contact coordinator Beth Scharf with any 
questions (920-7575-5606; dbscharf@hotmail.com) Thank you!    
 
Volunteer Opportunity: Builders for Christ ~ Make a difference today and volunteer to build 
churches in AZ, TX, or NC. Sign up for any length of time and help these congregations reach even 
more people in their community. No experience? No problem! Training is provided on site. 
Volunteers are especially needed March through April. To learn more about Kingdom Workers go to  
www.kingdomworkers.com/volunteer or call 414-771-6848.  
 
Job Opening ~ Bethany Lutheran College is currently taking applications for full-time custodian 
work in the men's residence hall. This position is responsible to the Director of Facilities for 
maintaining a clean, safe, and comfortable environment for student learning, relaxation, and 
recreation. Salary range is $13.00-$14.00/hr with comprehensive benefits package. Please visit the 
"Bethany Jobs" page on the Bethany Lutheran College website for more information or to apply.  
 
About the Cover ~ Jesus met up with a woman at the historic site of the well that the patriarch 
Jacob had dug. But the encounter was a reminder that the world had changed a great deal since the 
days of old. The woman was a Samaritan, an outsider and not a Jewess. In fact, the Samaritans and 
Jews did not get along very well. But Jesus proved that he is the Savior of all people by leading that 
most unlikely of prospects into God's kingdom and by making her his witness to lead others into it as 
well.  


