
 

 



 

 Palm Sunday 
April 4/5, 2020 

 
PROCESSIONAL with PALMS 

 
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

M: Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of the 
 Passover sacrifice of the Lamb of God. Today we come together to begin the solemn 
 celebration of Holy Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to complete his work as 
 our Messiah: to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us remember with devotion his entry  that 
 culminated at the empty tomb and follow him with a lively faith. United with him by baptism, we 
 share in his resurrection and new life. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  
C: Hosanna in the highest! 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 God our Father, we remember how Jesus entered Jerusalem before his passion and was 
 welcomed as king by those who shouted, “Hosanna”, and spread their cloaks and palm 
 branches in his path. Accept our words of praise and listen to our prayers as we rejoice in our 
 triumphant King who entered Jerusalem to save us; even your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen 
 

M: Let us go forth in peace: 
C: In the name of the Lord. 
 
 
HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor CW 131 
1. All glory, laud and honor To you, Redeemer King,  
 To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring. 
 You are the King of Israel And David’s royal Son,  
 Now in the Lord’s name coming, Our King and blessed One. 
 

2. All glory, laud and honor To you, Redeemer King, 
 To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring. 
 The company of angels Is praising you on high, 
 And we with all creation, In chorus make reply. 
 

3. All glory, laud and honor To you, Redeemer King, 
 To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring. 
 The people of the Hebrews With palms before you went; 
 Our praise and prayer and anthems Before you we present. 
 

4. All glory, laud and honor To you, Redeemer King, 
 To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring. 
 To you before your passion They sang their hymns of praise; 
 To you, now high exalted, Our melody we raise. 
 

5. All glory, laud and honor To you, Redeemer King, 
 To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring. 
 As you received their praises, Accept the prayers we bring 
 O Source of ev’ry blessing, Our good and gracious King. 
 
M: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Service continues with the lessons in Evening Prayer page 56 



 

 LESSON  Hebrews 12:1-3 

PSALM of the DAY Psalm 24 CW p. 73 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,* 

the world, and all who live in it; 
 

for he founded it upon the seas* 

and established it upon the waters. 
 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?* 

Who may stand in his holy place? 
 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,* 

he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 
 

Refrain 

 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 
 

Who is this King of glory?* 

The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 
 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is he, this King of glory?* 

The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles, 
and let us run with 

perseverance the race marked 
out for us. Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy set 
before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat 

down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. Consider him 
who endured such opposition 
from sinful men, so that you will 
not grow weary and lose heart.  



 

 
GOSPEL  Luke 19:28-40 

 
SEASONAL RESPONSE  
 

All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
By his wounds we are healed.  

 
 
HYMN of the DAY Ride On, Ride On in Majesty CW 133  

SERMON  Matthew 21:1-11 

THE KING IS OUR SAVIOR 
 1.  HE RIDES ON TO MEET HIS DEATH 
 2.  HE RIDES ON TO ACCOMPLISH OUR VICTORY 

After Jesus had said this, he 
went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. As he approached 
Bethphage and Bethany at the 
hill called the Mount of Olives, 
he sent two of his disciples, 
saying to them, "Go to the 
village ahead of you, and as you 
enter it, you will find a colt tied 
there, which no one has ever 
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 
If anyone asks you, 'Why are 
you untying it?' tell him, 'The 
Lord needs it.'" Those who were 

sent ahead went and found it 
just as he had told them. As 
they were untying the colt, its 
owners asked them, "Why are 
you untying the colt?"  They 
replied, "The Lord needs it." 
They brought it to Jesus, threw 
their cloaks on the colt and put 
Jesus on it. As he went along, 
people spread their cloaks on 
the road. When he came near 
the place where the road goes 
down the Mount of Olives, the 
whole crowd of disciples began 

joyfully to praise God in loud 
voices for all the miracles they 
had seen:  "Blessed is the king 
who comes in the name of the 
Lord!" "Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest!" Some of 
the Pharisees in the crowd said 
to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples!"  
"I tell you," he replied, "if they 
keep quiet, the stones will cry 
out."  

1. Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
 Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry. 
 O Savior meek, pursue your road, 
 With palms and scattered garments strowed. 
 

2. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
 O Christ, your triumphs now begin  
 O’er captive death and conquered sin. 
 

3. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 The angel armies of the sky 
 Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes 
 To see th’ approaching sacrifice. 

4. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 Your last and fiercest strife is nigh. 
 The Father on his sapphire throne  
 Awaits his own anointed Son. 
 

5. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
 Bow your meek head to mortal pain, 
 Then take, O Christ, your power and reign. 

As they approached Jerusalem 
and came to Bethphage on the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, saying to them, "Go to 
the village ahead of you, and at 
once you will find a donkey tied 
there, with her colt by her. Untie 
them and bring them to me. If 
anyone says anything to you, 
tell him that the Lord needs 
them, and he will send them 
right away." This took place to 
fulfill what was spoken through 

the prophet:  "Say to the 
Daughter of Zion, 'See, your 
king comes to you, gentle and 
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the 
foal of a donkey.'" The disciples 
went and did as Jesus had 
instructed them. They brought 
the donkey and the colt, placed 
their cloaks on them, and Jesus 
sat on them. A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others cut branches from 
the trees and spread them on 

the road. The crowds that went 
ahead of him and those that 
followed shouted, "Hosanna to 
the Son of David!" "Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of 
the Lord!" "Hosanna in the 
highest!" When Jesus entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred and asked, "Who is this?"  
The crowds answered, "This is 
Jesus, the prophet from 
Nazareth in Galilee."  



 

 

MAGNIFICAT  CW p. 57 
 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 

looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

From this day all generations will call me blessed. The Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him in ev’ry generation. He has shown the strength of his arm; 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the 
hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent a way empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has remembered his promise of mercy, the 
promise made to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his children forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING 
 
 
PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER 
M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and for 
the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for joy 
in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and health 
to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind, and 
spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose souls 
are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care. 
Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
 



 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER for PEACE 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and 
quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
SONG of SIMEON 
Nunc Dimittis 

C: In peace, Lord, you let your servant now depart according to your word. For my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you have prepared for ev’ry people, a light to lighten the 
Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. 

 

BLESSING 

M: The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN Hosanna, Loud Hosanna CW 130  

†  †  † 
 

PREACHER  Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
PRESIDING MINISTER  Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST  Craig Hirschmann 

1. Hosanna, loud hosanna,  
  The little children sang; 
 Through pillared court and temple 
  The lovely anthem rang. 
 To Jesus, who had blessed them,  
  Close folded to his breast, 
 The children sang their praises,  
  The simplest and the best. 
 
2. From Olivet they followed 
  Mid an exultant crowd, 
 The victor palm branch waving 
  And chanting clear and loud. 
 The Lord of saints and angels  
  Rose on in lowly state 
 Nor scorned that little children 
  Should on his bidding wait. 

3. “Hosanna in the highest!”  
  That ancient song we sing, 
 For Christ is our Redeemer, 
  The Lord of heav’n, our King. 
 Oh, may we ever praise him 
  With heart and life and voice 
 And in his royal presence  
  Eternally rejoice. 
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Bible Classes ~ will continue online. Join us Thursday mornings at 10:30 am for a study on the 
book of Revelation, on Thursday evenings at 7 pm for a study on the book of Colossians, and 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am for a study of the book of Isaiah. All three classes will be held at 
Meet.Google.com (or with the Google Meet app on your smartphone or tablet) with "meeting 
code" tjx-anhj-gvx. Or use this shortcut which automatically enters the code for you: https://bit.ly/
STJLCNUMeet (Note: the link is case sensitive). You can also call in over the phone at (209) 457-
0523 using PIN: 100 259 597# (Note: This will be a long distance call.) The meeting room can hold 
up to 250 participants, so feel free to tell your friends!   
 
Sending Offerings through Bill Pay ~ Several members of St. John’s have asked if there is a way 
for them to make their weekly offerings automatically either online or by an automatic bank 
transaction. St. John’s is investigating our online giving options, but are not yet ready to receive 
online gifts. For the time being, we suggest that our members consider using your bank’s online Bill 
Pay service to make weekly or monthly gifts to St. John’s. If you have questions about using Bill Pay 
to make donations, please contact Financial Secretary Mike Thom at 507-217-7671. 
 
MVL Announcements ~  
UPDATE: MVL Capital Campaign God has blessed MVL's Building on the Rock campaign with more 
than $800,000 in gifts and pledges, and we are confident that He will continue to bless our efforts. 
However, we want to be cognizant of our families and individuals who love and support this ministry. 
We don't want to put them in a position to have face-to-face meetings or to question how to make 
their best gift to our capital campaign at this time. As a result, the Board of Directors has voted to 
pause Building on the Rock. For further information, please contact MVL Mission Advancement 
Director Phil Scriver at pscriver@mvlhs.org or 507-233-8659.  
MODIFIED: Tiaras & Ties MVL will not be hosting the Tiaras & Ties father-daughter dance event this 
year. Instead, each and every one of your living rooms or backyards will! More details will be 
coming, but we're working on creating a music playlist, activities, and online environment for April 18 
so that you can still make some wonderful memories at home. Please stay tuned to the MVL 
Facebook event and feel free to contact Kristin Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org with any questions.  
 
Job Openings ~ Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for: 

One regular full-time Early Childhood Learning Center - Assistant Teacher 
One regular part-time Early Childhood Learning Center - Administrative Assistant 
One temporary limited term Men's Cross Country - Head Coach 

Comprehensive descriptions for these positions can be found at mlc-wels.edu/hr. Interested 
individuals should apply online. Applications will be accepted through 12:00 pm (noon) on Tuesday, 
April 7, 2020 for the Early Childhood Learning Center positions and Tuesday, April 28, 2020 for the 
Men's Cross Country Head Coach position. Additional information and details can be obtained by 
contacting the Martin Luther College Human Resources Office at 507-354-8221. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fruits of faith given from the past two weekends: 
 $19,939 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need  
 $1,227 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need $900 Audio/Video Equipment 
 $1,628 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $200 Food & Fellowship 
 $1,585 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $110 K-12 Education Assistance 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the Cover ~ On that first Palm Sunday some 2000 years ago, Jesus came into 
Jerusalem welcomed by throngs of people shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" They laid palm fronds and their garments in his path to 
honor him as the great King who was to come. But it is doubtful that any in the crowd realized that 
the same man they honored and exalted, only a few days later would be arrested, mocked, beaten, 
condemned, and crucified. Yes, Jesus would die. His triumphant entry into Jerusalem would also 
pave the way to his death. However, the death he would die would mean life for us. He would die for 
the sins of the entire world so that by his death we would have life in his name.  


