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First Sunday in Advent 
November 28/29, 2020 

 
Prayer before worship:  Almighty God, surely we who have sinned against you deserve your anger 
and condemnation. In hardness of heart we have rebelled against you, even though you have been 
good to us. But we pray on behalf of Jesus Christ our Redeemer that your grace you would lead us 
to repentance and renew us. Forgive our sins and cause us to serve you willingly and from the heart. 
By your gospel promises change our hearts and cause us to glorify your saving name. We pray this 
in Jesus' name. Amen.  
 
 
OPENING HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come CW 2 
1. Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, make here your home. 
 Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 
2. Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God 
 Was the Word of God made flesh, Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 
 
3. Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child Of the virgin undefiled, 
 Though by all the world disowned, Yet to be in heav’n enthroned! 
 
4. From the Father’s throne he came And ascended to the same, 
 Captive leading death and hell—High the song of triumph swell! 
 
5. Praise to God the Father sing, Praise to God the Son, our King, 
 Praise to God the Spirit be Ever and eternally. 
 

 
Please stand 

 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
♫: Amen. 
 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
♫ Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us. 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

♫: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
♫: Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
 We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,  
  we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory, 
 O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty. 
 O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
  you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. 
 You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 
 For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. 
 You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. 
 Amen. 
 
M: The Lord be with you.  
♫: And also with you.  
 
M: Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

♫: Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 
FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 63:16b,17, 64:1-8 

 
PSALM of the DAY Psalm 24 see page 7 
 
SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

You, O LORD, are our Father, 
our Redeemer from of old is 
your name. Why, O LORD, do 
you make us wander from your 
ways and harden our hearts so 
we do not revere you? Return 
for the sake of your servants, 
the tribes that are your 
inheritance.  
 
Oh, that you would rend the 
heavens and come down, that 
the mountains would tremble 
before you! As when fire sets 
twigs ablaze and causes water 

to boil, come down to make your 
name known to your enemies 
and cause the nations to quake 
before you! For when you did 
awesome things that we did not 
expect, you came down, and the 
mountains trembled before you.  
Since ancient times no one has 
heard, no ear has perceived, no 
eye has seen any God besides 
you, who acts on behalf of those 
who wait for him. You come to 
the help of those who gladly do 
right, who remember your ways. 
But when we continued to sin 

against them, you were angry. 
How then can we be saved? All 
of us have become like one who 
is unclean, and all our righteous 
acts are like filthy rags; we all 
shrivel up like a leaf, and like the 
wind our sins sweep us away. 
No one calls on your name or 
strives to lay hold of you; for you 
have hidden your face from us 
and made us waste away 
because of our sins. Yet, O 
LORD, you are our Father. We 
are the clay, you are the potter; 
we are all the work of your hand.  

Grace and peace to you from 
God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I always thank 
God for you because of his 
grace given you in Christ Jesus. 
For in him you have been 
enriched in every way-- in all 

your speaking and in all your 
knowledge-- because our 
testimony about Christ was 
confirmed in you. Therefore you 
do not lack any spiritual gift as 
you eagerly wait for our Lord 
Jesus Christ to be revealed.  

He will keep you strong to the 
end, so that you will be 
blameless on the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  God, who 
has called you into fellowship 
with his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, is faithful.  
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VERSE of the DAY 
♫: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 
Please stand 

 
GOSPEL  Mark 13:32-37 
 

M: The holy gospel reading is written the Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 13,  
 beginning at verse 32.  
♫: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord,  
♫: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy Christian Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

"No one knows about that day or 
hour, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. Be on guard! Be 
alert! You do not know when 
that time will come. It's like a 
man going away: He leaves his 

house and puts his servants in 
charge, each with his assigned 
task, and tells the one at the 
door to keep watch. Therefore 
keep watch because you do not 
know when the owner of the 
house will come back-- whether 

in the evening, or at midnight, or 
when the rooster crows, or at 
dawn. If he comes suddenly, do 
not let him find you sleeping. 
What I say to you, I say to 
everyone: 'Watch!' 
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HYMN of the DAY At the Name of Jesus CW 344 
1. At the name of Jesus Ev’ry knee shall bow, Ev’ry tongue confess him King of glory now; 
 ’Tis the Father’s pleasure We should call him Lord, Who from the beginning Was the mighty Word. 
 
2. At his voice creation Sprang at once to sight, All the angel faces, All the hosts of light, 
 Cherubim in heaven, Stars upon their way, All the heav’nly orders In their great array.  
 
3. Humbled for a season To receive a name From the lips of sinners Unto whom he came, 
 Faithfully he bore it Spotless to the last, Brought it back victorious When from death he passed; 
 
4. Bore it up triumphant With its human light, Through all ranks of creatures To the central height, 
 To the throne of Godhead, To the Father’s breast, Filled it with the glory Of that perfect rest. 
 
5. In your hearts enthrone him; There let him subdue All that is not holy, All that is not true. 
 Crown him as your captain In temptation’s hour; Let his will enfold you In its light and pow’r. 
 
6. Christians, this Lord Jesus Shall return again In his Father’s glory, With his angel train; 
 For all wreaths of empire Meet upon his brow, And our hearts confess him King of glory now. 
 
 
SERMON  Isaiah 63:16b,17, 64:1-8 
 

O LORD, MAKE YOUR NAME KNOWN 
 1.  DO NOT LET OUR HEARTS BECOME HARDENED 
 2.  REMIND US OF YOUR POWER TO SAVE 
 3. RETURN US TO YOU 

 
 

Please stand 
 

 
 

♫: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away 
 from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of 
 your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. 

 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 
PRAYER of the CHURCH 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
 us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
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HYMN O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide CW 22 
1. O Savior, rend the heavens wide; Come down, come down with mighty stride; 
 Unlock the gates, the doors break down; Unbar the way to heaven’s crown. 
 
2. O Morning Star, O radiant Dawn, When will we sing your morning song? 
 Come, Son of God! Without your light We grope in dread and gloom of night. 
 
3. Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
 Oh, come, lead us with mighty hand From exile to our promised land. 
 
4. There shall we all our praises bring And sing to you, our Savior-King; 
 There shall we laud you and adore Forever and forevermore. 
 

Please stand 
 
M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 
 nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy 
 people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and forever. 
♫: Amen. 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 
♫: Amen. Amen. Amen.  
 
 
CLOSING HYMN Come, O Long-Expected Jesus CW 6 
1. Come, O long-expected Jesus, Born to set your people free; 
 From our sins and fears release us By your death on Calvary. 
 Israel’s Strength and Consolation, Hope to all the earth impart, 
 Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 
2. Born your people to deliver, Born a child and yet a king, 
 Born to reign in us forever, Now your gracious kingdom bring. 
 By your own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 
 By your all-sufficient merit Raise us to your glorious throne. 
 
 

†  †  † 
 

PREACHER Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Rob Guenther 
ORGANIST Becky Berg 

The Jesse Tree  

Advent Devotions 

booklet  

can be found in the 

narthex. 
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PSALM of the DAY Psalm 24 CW p. 73 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,* 

the world, and all who live in it; 

 

for he founded it upon the seas* 

and established it upon the waters. 

 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?* 

Who may stand in his holy place? 

 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,* 

he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 

 

Refrain 

 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

 

Who is this King of glory?* 

The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 

 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

 

Who is he, this King of glory?* 

The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Refrain 
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ACCDECFGHGCIJ 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 286. 
 

MVL Wreaths ~ The MVL wreaths are now available for pickup. Those who have an order can pick them up 
after Sunday services at the maintenance shed in the church parking lot. The wreaths will be available until 
December 20th, however we ask that you pick them up as soon as possible.   
 

Benevolence Fund ~ Dear saints, as you may know, St. John's has a benevolence fund to help those of 
our fellow members who encounter a special financial need, to be disbursed by the elders. Two such cases 
have come to the elders' attention right now, and the need is ongoing. If you have a desire to help defray 
some of the costs of these fellow members in need (in any amount), please leave your offering in an 
envelope marked "Benevolence Fund" in the drop box at church or mail it to St. John's Lutheran Church, 
New Ulm, 56073 with "Benevolence Fund" indicated on the check or envelope. Thank you, saints, for your 
care for one another!   
 

In-Person Bible Classes ~ Given the limitations of our St. John's campus facilities, pandemic guidelines 
prevents adult Bible class from being held on Sunday mornings, but expanded Thursday options will be 
offered. Pastor Guenther will lead a study of the book of Revelation at 10:30 am and Pastor Bovee will have 
the topic of Civil Government at 7 pm.  They will present the same topics in the opposite time slots when 
they switch in 2021. The in-person class will be held in the basement or join the class online at bit.ly/
StJohnsBibleClass.  
 

AKGL ACCDECFGHGCIJ 
 

MVL News ~ To everyone who has been a part of the 2020 Spirit of MVL Gala and Auction - item donors, 
gracious givers, the production team, and viewers - THANK YOU. The Appeal to the Heart continues on: if 
you're interested in supporting MVL's livestream technology project and Partnership Fund, 
visit spiritofmvl.givesmart.com, send in a check, or donate through the MVL Facebook page. We also have 
two five-night stays at The Legacy Golf Resort in Phoenix, Arizona, available for purchase for $1,200.00 
each. They were originally secured for March 14-19, 2021, but the dates can be adjusted throughout 2021! 
Contact Kristin Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org for more information. MVL seeks a WELS or ELS male to 
serve as Director of Mission Advancement. Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim 
Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org. 
 

MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary ~ Take home copies of the MLC Ladies Auxiliary List of New Projects for 2020-2021 
are available in the narthex. 
 

Treasure Haus ~ is looking for volunteers. Please consider helping us out by volunteering your time in 
order to help support our mission in supporting MVL. Hours are Monday-Saturday from 11-3. If interested 
please call 507-354-6108 and speak with a manager. Treasure Haus is also looking to fill a manager 
position. This position is for 2-3 days per week with an average of 16-20 hours. If interested please call 507-
354-6108 and speak with a manager.  
 

Job Openings ~ Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for one full-time Early Childhood 
Learning Center Assistant Teacher. Please visit the  MLC Jobs page on our website for more information. 
 

About the Cover ~ This is the beginning of the Church Year and the First Sunday in Advent, as the first 
candle in the Advent wreath is lit. Advent means expectation. It is a time of preparedness and a time of 
hope as the darkness is expelled by the light of God's grace with the fulfillment of his promise in the coming 
Savior. We prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ, looking back to his birth in Bethlehem, and also 
ahead to his great return on the last day. We watch in readiness as we cling by faith to his Word and 
promises. May we seek him and find our joy and comfort in him, knowing that what he says is true. May his 
holy name by which he has called us, be hallowed by us.  

 

Fruits of faith given: 
 $10,766 Home Operations ~ $15,346 is our weekly need  
 $920 MVL ~ $1,163 is our weekly need  
 $1,260 Missions ~ $1,714 is our weekly need $210 Benevolence Fund 
 $678 Building Fund ~ $1,397 is our weekly need $100 Undesignated Memorials 
 $25 St. Paul’s School Building Fund $25 Church Library Fund 
 $10 Endowment Fund 


