
 

 

Plugged Into God’s Love 
“Buzzzzzzzzzzzz!” A loud alarm sounded whenever you opened the 
box unless you knew how to secretly disable the alarm by breaking the 
close circuit through which the electricity from the battery pack flowed.  
I’m pretty sure I drove my parents crazy with the constant buzzing 
coming from my room. But I’m also pretty sure I got an “A” on that 
science project for demonstrating that a circuit must be closed for elec-
tricity to pass through wires and make and electric device work. That’s 
why there are two prongs on anything you plug into the outlet on the 
wall. 
As Valentine’s Day approaches, love is in the air. But the Apostle John 
didn’t want us to focus only on our love for each other, but to focus on 
God’s love for us first. When we do, we find that we’re sort of like a 
circuit with God’s love like the electricity. As God’s love flows to us, it 
also flows through us back to God and on to others. As we’re grounded 

in God’s love, we have the energy to share his love with others.  
John wrote, “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This 
is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sac-
rifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 
seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.  

We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and 
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. (John 4:7-16)  
Fourteen times in ten verses the apostle John uses the word “love.” But he doesn’t use the word, eros, which is 

the love between a man and a woman (the Valentine’s Day kind of love). Nor does he use the word, philios, which 
is the love among friends. Here John uses the word, agape, which is a selfless, self-sacrificing love that puts the 
good of the other ahead of yourself.  

Of course God is not only the prime example of such love. God is love. God the Father loved us enough to 
send his one and only Son to rescue us. God the Son loved us enough to become that atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. God the Holy Spirit loved us enough to plug us in to that love by his Means of Grace and to bring us to faith. 
And God did all that when we wanted nothing to do with him and didn’t return his love at all!  

What amazing love! It took the first step. It did all the work. It sacrificed everything for you! What amazing 
love that God didn’t just tell you he loves you. He showed you how much he loves you! And what’s more he lives 
in you. He remains in you. You’re plugged in to him and his love and he’s plugged in to you. 
 And that amazing source of love gives us power to love. Just as your microwave can’t cook anything unless it’s 
plugged in, so too, we have no power to love on our own. But with God’s love, we live in him and he lives in us. 
The circuit is complete and the power and electricity that’s generated can’t be contained! We will love God! We will 
love others! God’s agape love for us moves us to show that same agape love, selfless, self-sacrificing love to oth-
ers—a love that gladly gives up our own comfort or convenience, our own time or dollars, to share God’s love 
with them. May the love of the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—continue to keep you plugged in and 
give you power.  
In Him, 

 
Pastor Rob Guenther 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

New Ulm, MN 
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Qualified Contribution Distribution 
 
If you plan to make a Qualified Contribution Distribution from a retirement account, please notify Wendy Lambrecht, 
Bookkeeper, or Mike Thom, Financial Secretary, so that when the check arrives we know who initiated the contribution 
and can properly acknowledge it. Thank you.  
 
 

Youth Group 

In February, the youth group is invited to Open Skate at The New Ulm Civic Center on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 23 from 2 - 3:30 pm. At 3:30, we’ll go upstairs to the meeting room for a devotion and snacks 
until 4:30 pm. The cost is $4.75 for open skate and $2.25 to rent skates. Bring a friend and a snack to 
share!  

 
Upcoming Events:  
 Host the Midweek Lenten Meal: Wednesday, March 11 
 Decorate at St. Paul’s School for Easter for Kids: Friday, April 3 
 Help with Easter for Kids: Saturday, April 4 
 Decorate the church basement for Easter: Saturday, April 11 
 Help serve Easter Brunch: Sunday, April 12 
 
 

February Sermon Texts 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Bible Classes 

 

 

Feb. 2 Luke 2:22-40 Our Eyes Have Seen God’s Salvation 

Feb. 9 Matthew 4:12-23 “Come, Follow Me!” 

Feb. 16 Matthew 5:13-20 God Has Spoken 

Feb. 23 Matthew 17:1-9 Receive Comfort from the Mount of Transfiguration 

Feb. 26 Luke 23:34 Ash Wednesday 

Sundays at 9:30 am Prayer / St. John’s Mission Statement Pastor Jeff Bovee / Pastor Rob Guenther 

Thursdays at 10:30 am Colossians Pastor Jeff Bovee 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm 2 Kings Pastor Rob Guenther 

Fridays at 6:30 am “On Giving Advice to God Part 2” Pastor Rob Guenther 

Fridays at 9:30 am I Apologize Pastor Rob Guenther 



Staff  Minister 

Thanks, Kelly Emde, for your faithful service to us and to God here at St. John's!  
Blessings on your retirement!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Church Library 
 
February  seems to be a good month to stress the word “love”.  We have many books with the word “love” in the 
title.  Here is a list of some of them from our Guide for Christian Living section. 

Jon: Lessons in Love, by Becker 
Deepening Love for Marital Happiness by Schneidervin 
Love, Sex, and God by Concordia Publishing House 
501 Ways to Love Your Grandkids and Their Parents by Sonnenberg 
The Art of Love by Herbeck 

  
There are 140 books in that section, on aging, grief, teens, parenting, marriage, family finances, Alzheimer's, etc.  
  
Also Janette Oke put the word “love” in her most famous series, the Love Comes Softly series.  The family in 
these books love each other and their neighbors.  Many of the other fiction books in our library are romances 
which of course are about new love leading to marriage.  The best LOVE is , of course, God’s love for us.  
We also have a new fiction book written by Liz Curtis Higgs. Last month the new book was Thorn in my Heart, 
about Jacob and Leah and Rachel in Scotland in 1788 instead of from the Bible story in Genesis.   This second 
book by her is Grace In Thine Eyes and puts Dinah (Jacob and Leah’s daughter) in Scotland in 1808.  It is roughly 
book 4 in the series but each book can be read without reading the others first. 
  
Happy reading and Love to you.  
LeiLani Rahn, church librarian 



Council Digest 
 

The Church Council met on January 21.  A summary of reports and action from the meeting not reported elsewhere in 
the Fortress follows: 
Membership Changes 
 Transfer Out 
 Bud & Nancy Boston to Mt. Olive, Overland Park, KS 
 Release 
 Matthew Beatty; (Kellan, Keira) 
Pastoral Acts 
 Funerals 
 30 Dec Harold Carlson 
 11 Jan Bob Krueger 
 Principal Tim Plath attended the meeting to provide an update on enrollment, staffing, completion of a self-study 
that resulted in MNSAA accreditation, and plans for a capital campaign to fund facility expansion.  Current enroll-
ment stands at 218, a level that is expected to be relatively stable over the next five years.  The MNSAA accreditation 
process identified two areas of strength for MVL: 1) Bringing the mission of the school to life; and 2) Teachers and 
students alike strive to reach high academic standards.  Areas for growth were meeting the needs of diverse learners 
and integrating technology into the classroom at a higher level.  As a way of addressing the latter point, Prof. Rachel 
Feld of Martin Luther College is considering a call to serve as director of technology at the high school.  The MVL 
board has identified the need for new science labs within the existing facility structure and the addition of a competi-
tive fieldhouse.  The current gymnasium would be remodeled into a multi-purpose event center.  Estimated costs ap-
proach $7 million. 

 Following a successful “field test” during Advent, the council approved the continuation of an 11:00 a.m. midweek 
service during Lent.  In addition, all evening services (with the exception of Good Friday Tenebrae and Christmas 
Eve Candlelight) will be held at 6:30 pm to match the time of the late service during Lent and Advent. 

 Since our congregation completed payment of its building mortgage last fall, the Worship Committee is developing 
plans to incorporate a liturgical order in a future worship service that acknowledges the event with appropriate appre-
ciation to our gracious God.  Building Finance chair John Micheel has included a history of the loan repayment in the 
2020 annual report in which he asked that the committee be relieved of its responsibilities now that the church addi-
tion has been paid in full. 

 President Thiesfeldt reported that auditors have been appointed to review the 2019 financial records.  They will begin 
their work after the report has been approved by the voters at the annual meeting to be held on Tuesday, January 28. 

 Three congregational positions have been filled recently.  Wayne Wels has agreed to serve on the Endowment Com-
mittee; Daryl Fleck, on the Board of Trustees; and Gene Slettedahl, a second consecutive term on the Board of El-
ders.  The voters will be asked to ratify these appointments at the January 28 meeting. 

 In addition to providing the usual statistical reports for attendance at worship services, Deacon Brad Price outlined 
his efforts to expand and organize our ushering crews.  Some of his goals include posting a schedule for 2020, devel-
oping a one-page list of duties, revising the ushers handbook, conducting ushers’ training sessions, recruiting more 
young men to serve as ushers, and updating the first aid kit in the ushers’ room. 

 Treasurer Paul Gunderson reported that all congregational financial obligations for 2019 have been met and the con-
gregation enters the new year with a small balance in the operating fund. 

 Board of Youth and Education chair Heath Dobberpuhl reported on plans to recognize both the retirement and the 
40th anniversary in ministry of teacher Jean Schroeder on Sunday, May 17.  Details will be announced as the day ap-
proaches. 

 Board of Evangelism chair Bill Pekrul provided a report that noted the success of the Winter Carnival organized by 
John and Paul Ministries and held on January 11 with 333 in attendance.  An Easter for Kids is planned for April 4 at 
St. Paul’s School.  Registration for next summer’s June 29-July 2 soccer camp opens February 1.  Pastor Bovee and 
Chairman Pekrul have begun to coordinate plans for the next congregational pictorial directory with photo sessions 
tentatively targeted for late summer and early fall. 

 The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 18, at 7 pm. 
 The next quarterly voters’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 28, at 7 pm.   
 
Steven R. Thiesfeldt,  Congregational Chairman 



Our Synod at Work 
 

WELS Church Extension Fund 
 

The WELS Extension Fund is a self-supporting, not-for-profit, wholly-owned subsidiary corporation of WELS.  It 
serves the synod through the Synodical Council as a tool for gospel outreach by the sale of investments and receipt 
of gifts to provide loans and grants to mission congregations for parsonages, land, church building, and other nec-
essary facilities and grants to Home Missions.  It also provides loans to World Missions, non-mission WELS con-
gregations, and WELS-affiliated ministries for land, facilities, and other loans for the advancement of the objec-
tives of WELS. 
 
The Extension Fund is blessed with financial strength.  Through the first half of fiscal year 2019, net assets with-
out donor restrictions increased $1 million due to loan interest payments exceeding interest paid to investors and 
grants.  Assets of $202 million exceed liabilities of $100 million, which results in net assets of $102 million. 
 
WELS members, WELS congregations, and WELS-affiliated ministries are eligible to invest in CEF certificates, 
savings accounts, and Individual Retirement Accounts.  Investments by groups are as follows: 
 
 WELS Ministries  $17,199,000 
 WELS Congregations  $26,146,000 
 WELS Members  $52,959,000 
 TOTAL  $96,224,000 
Some interesting facts include: 
1. The lending interest rate is 4.42 percent for mission congregations and 4.67 percent for non-mission congrega-

tions. 
2. Matching grants are also available for land and facility construction for mission congregations. 
3. They have also distributed nearly $7.7 million to the Board for Home Missions in the past ten years through 

special grants and WELS CEF endowment.  
 
The Extension Fund anticipates that its loan portfolio will continue to experience growth during the 2019-21 bien-
nium and into the future so that can continue to maintain a healthy and disciplined approach regarding operations 
and a fair and competitive interest rate environment for investors and borrowers.  To meet a growing loan de-
mand, they are looking to increase investments by WELS members, congregations, and affiliated ministries 
through continued encouragement to support mission congregations with their investments. They have a special, 
limited time rate of 4 percent for investors that are available on new loan certificated and retirement or IRA certifi-
cates.  These new investments will allow providing more loans to the increasing number of ministries building pro-
jects. 
 
Readers can get more information about the Church Extension Funds and how members, congregations, and min-
istries can become a part o the organization.  Information can be found at wels.net/cef.  One can also contact 
WELS CEF at 1-866-511-7793 or by e-mail at  cef@wels.net.  
 

Gerald Woodley   



St. John’s Mugs 
 
Newly ordered St. John's coffee mugs are used by our prospective member 
visitation team as a gift to help our new friends remember our local  
congregation.  
 
Perhaps you wish you had your own St. John's mug to help you remember 
to pray for our ministry during your morning java. Your wish has been 
granted!  
 
Stop by the display table in the narthex to pick up one of these stylish 
mugs for only $5 each! Just leave your payment - cash or check to St 
John's - in the box provided.  
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
 

splnewulm.org/school/  
 
BOCD Actions: 
 2020-21 Enhancement Budget Priorities:   The BoCD recommended returning to the use of a part-time 

teacher to cover a 7-8 grade history class to the Budget Priorities process. This class had been taught by the 
principal prior to the MNSAA accreditation. At that time it was recommended that the principal take a full-
time administrative roll. The position was filled for one year with a part-time teacher, but this past year was 
added to the current 7-8 grade teachers’ load to teach the class.  

 The BOCD is looking into the possibility of installing solar panels to help in making the school more efficient. 
Energy grants are being filled out to possibly save a third of the cost.  

 The board is recommending a switch to the FACTS system of billing, grade recording, and family manage-
ment. This would be a switch from the ADS Headmaster system currently used. The cost is higher, but com-
ments from other schools report  it is worth the extra dollars. 

 The board is also suggesting a $25 increase to tuition, although there may be an additional family fee to help 
cover the increase in cost to the FACTS system.  

 All recommendations will be considered by the SP Church Council. 
 

Patriots Pen Winners 
In January, Mr. Will Burdorf from the local VFW Post announced the St. Paul’s winners of the Patriot’s Pen essay 
contest.  Seven of our students were recognized as winners.  They were Ella Wurster, Mercy Dobberpuhl, Micah 
Scotting, Cassie Goeglein, Adyson Tweit, Lizzy Beussmann, and Evelyn Friese. Congratulations!  
 
Mathcounts Winners 
Students in 7-8 competed in the New Ulm 3M meet for Mathcounts  on Jan 21, and took first place as a team. In-
dividually, Bethany Spike of St. Paul's took 2nd, with Gavin Schaefer of St. Paul's and John Balge of St. Paul's fin-
ishing in the top 10.  In the Countdown Competition, Gavin Schaefer of St. Paul's took 1st, John Balge of St. 
Paul's took 3rd, and Bethany Spike of St. Paul's took 5th.  Joshua Carlovsky, Preston Holm, and Mercy Dobber-
puhl all finished in the top 15.The team looks forward to competing at the regional meet at Minnesota State Uni-
versity, Mankato on February 10. 
 
Lutheran Schools Week 
Activities begin with the singing at the 11:00 church service on Sunday, Feb. 9, to kick off LSW. There is an Amaz-



ing Race set to start Sunday afternoon. Special activities are taking place each school day the following week. VIP 
day, with invitations to grandparents and others, is on Tuesday, Feb 11, with chapel at 8:10 in the gym with enter-
tainment by Peter Bloedel following. VIP’s can tour the school and classrooms following the entertainment. Friday 
begins the Winter Break for grades K-8 with the 8th grade basketball teams playing in the MLC Tournament begin-
ning on Friday. Come and cheer on the teams as they play other WELS teams around the state. Small WELS 
schools will play the following weekend at both MLC and MVL. 
 
Kindergarten Round-up 
Parents with children anticipating a Kindergarten start in the 2020-21 school year should have received information 
for the K Round-up to be held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings on February 25, 27. If you have not received 
the information, but feel your child may be ready for a start this fall, please contact the school office at 507-354-
2326. 

 
Raider Choir Musical 
Hold the Dates! The Raider Choir will be presenting, “Rockin’ Robin Hood” on Friday and Saturday, March 20-21, 
at 7 pm in the school gymnasium. 
 
Calendar 
 Feb. 1&8 Saturday Morning Basketball 
 Feb. 9 PreK-8 sing at 11 am 
 Feb. 10-13 Lutheran Schools Week 
 Feb. 14-17 NO SCHOOL 
 Feb. 21 NO MVL Busing 
 Feb. 25 & 27 K Round-Up at 5:30 pm 
 Mar. 6 NO Dist. 88 Busing 
 Mar. 7 MVL Music Festival 
 Mar. 9-11 No Dist. 88 Busing 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
James Dretske   
jdretske@splnewulm.org  
 
 

MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary 

The annual Bingo Night at MLC is scheduled for  Thursday, February 13th at 7 pm.   
 
Sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary for the enjoyment of all MLC students and supported by people such as you. It 
has been a highly anticipated and successful event for many years.   
 
The success of the event lies in great part on the gifts awarded to the students.  Many gifts are needed due to the 
number of students that participate.  You could help by donating:  

1) baked goods such as pies, cakes, cookies, bars;  
2) gift cards for gas, pizza, stores;  
3) quilts;  
4) cash.  

 
Items should be brought to the MLC receptionist desk by Friday, February 
7th. The desk is open from 8 am to 4:30 pm weekdays. Baked goods could be 
delivered on the 13th. You may also mail items to: MLC, 1995 Luther Court, New Ulm.   
Questions may be addressed to the receptionist at 507-354-8221.  Thank you for your participation in this event.  
 
Jeneane Thiesfeldt, contact person   
507-240-4523; thiesfjm@gmail.com.  



Cards of  Caring 
 
The St. John’s Cards of Caring volunteer group will meet on Saturday, February 8th to 
make Valentine and warm winter wishes cards  for our homebound and “thinking of 
you” members, and also for our LWMS  
Befriend a Mission families.  
 
We continue to meet at 403 N. Minnesota St (enter on 4th North). You are welcome 
to come for fun and fellowship between the hours of 9 am and noon as your schedule 
permits.  
 
MLC students are welcome as are our members ages 12 years old and older.  
 
Contact Lois Willems with questions at 507-676-1230. 
 
 

Handbell Choir 
 
If you’d like to be a part of something musical but you have limited vocal ability, then the new Handbell Choir is 
for you!  If you’re not good at reading notes or rhythm, I can teach you!  
 
Practices will be in the church basement beginning at 6-7 pm on Wednesdays.   
 
Please indicate your willingness to join the Handbell Choir by email to Becky Berg: rberg@mvlhs.org    
 
As soon as we have enough people, we will begin practices.   
 
 

MVL Pre Delegate Meetings 

Our congregation's delegates to the MVL association meetings have started to have pre-delegate meetings at St. 
John's before the actual MVL association meetings.  They are generally held one hour before each meeting at 
MVL.  Please see the bulletin for the meeting times. 
 
This practice was started to allow our delegates to gather information from the members of St. John's in order to 
better represent us at the MVL association meetings. 
 
The next pre-delegate meeting will be held at 1 pm on Sunday, February 9th.  Please stop by if you have infor-
mation or opinions you would like to share before the association meeting at MVL at 2 pm that same day. 
 
 

Church Kitchen Give Away 
 

Aqua colored coffee servers and red candles are available.  

Help yourself.  They can be found in the kitchen area.  



LWMS 
 

If you were in church to watch the January edition of the WELS connection I’m sure you would agree that it cer-

tainly left an impression. So many mission opportunities to pray for as the 

Lord continues to give the WELS new people to serve. Did that video bring 

you joy? Did it make you excited? Did you think ‘I wonder if there’s a way I 

could help one of those mission opportunities?’? Well if you did, then 

LWMS is exactly the kind of organization for you. LWMS’ purpose is to 

help mission congregations and missionaries through our prayers and offer-

ings, so that even if we can’t go to them in person, we still can have an ef-

fect on their work.  

Would you like to learn more? Please mark your calendars for April 18 at St. Paul’s in North Mankato  as we gather 

to hear about some of these mission opportunities. Or if you’re looking for something bigger than a ½-day event, 

maybe you’d like to go to the LWMS convention from June 25-28 in Athens, GA? Either way, please join me in 

continuing to keep our missionaries, their families, and their congregations in your prayers. 

Carrie Schaefer, 

Contact person 

 

 

Cancer Journey Fellowship 
 

Have you or someone in your immediate family had a cancer diagnosis? Many of us 
have. Maybe it was yourself, your spouse, a child, or a parent. It might be a recent diag-
nosis, or the person may already be undergoing treatment, be in post-treatment, or be in 
remission.  
 
If this is the case, a gathering for fellowship and Scripture-based encouragement is being 
planned for you on Sunday, March 8, at 4 pm at church in the lower level fellowship ar-
ea. Light refreshments will be provided. One of our pastors will lead a devotion or short 
Bible study. There will be time for conversations. 
 
We hope to serve those among us who either themselves or whose immediate family 
member has at any time experienced a cancer diagnosis. We welcome and encourage you 
to come. You don’t need to sign up or bring anything. 
 


