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Worship Notes 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 15/16, 2018 
 

Prayer before worship: Lord Jesus, often we suffer in this life as a consequence of  our own sin. This 
suffering we rightly deserve. Other times we suffer because we follow you. We suffer at the hands of  
those who would persecute us. We suffer as we struggle against our own sinful natures. When we do 
suffer for you, help us to remember the way you suffered for us on the cross to win forgiveness for 
our every sin. Make us eager to take up our crosses here as we willingly suffer to follow you, 
confident that the suffering will end one say soon when we join you in eternal glory. Amen. 
 

Order of  Service: Christian Worship Supplement 
Divine Service I  p. 15 

 
OPENING HYMN Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke CW 453 
 
 
 
FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 38:1-13 

Shephatiah son of  Mattan, 
Gedaliah son of  Pashhur, 
Jehucal son of  Shelemiah, and 
Pashhur son of  Malkijah heard 
what Jeremiah was telling all the 
people when he said, "This is 
what the LORD says: 'Whoever 
stays in this city will die by the 
sword, famine or plague, but 
whoever goes over to the 
Babylonians will live. He will 
escape with his life; he will live.'  
And this is what the LORD 
says: 'This city will certainly be 
handed over to the army of  the 
king of  Babylon, who will 
capture it.'" Then the officials 
said to the king, "This man 
should be put to death. He is 
discouraging the soldiers who 
are left in this city, as well as all 
the people, by the things he is 
saying to them. This man is not 
seeking the good of  these 

people but their ruin."   
"He is in your hands," King 
Zedekiah answered. "The king 
can do nothing to oppose you."  
So they took Jeremiah and put 
him into the cistern of  
Malkijah, the king's son, which 
was in the courtyard of  the 
guard. They lowered Jeremiah 
by ropes into the cistern; it had 
no water in it, only mud, and 
Jeremiah sank down into the 
mud. But Ebed-Melech, a 
Cushite, an official in the royal 
palace, heard that they had put 
Jeremiah into the cistern. While 
the king was sitting in the 
Benjamin Gate, Ebed-Melech 
went out of  the palace and said 
to him, "My lord the king, these 
men have acted wickedly in all 
they have done to Jeremiah the 
prophet. They have thrown him 
into a cistern, where he will 

starve to death when there is 
no longer any bread in the city."  
Then the king commanded 
Ebed-Melech the Cushite, 
"Take thirty men from here 
with you and lift Jeremiah the 
prophet out of  the cistern 
before he dies." So Ebed-
Melech took the men with him 
and went to a room under the 
treasury in the palace. He took 
some old rags and worn-out 
clothes from there and let them 
down with ropes to Jeremiah in 
the cistern. Ebed-Melech the 
Cushite said to Jeremiah, "Put 
these old rags and worn-out 
clothes under your arms to pad 
the ropes." Jeremiah did so, and 
they pulled him up with the 
ropes and lifted him out of  the 
cistern. And Jeremiah remained 
in the courtyard of  the guard.  



 

 

PSALM of  the DAY Psalm 116  CW p. 107 
 
 
 
SECOND LESSON  1 Peter 4:12-19 

  
VERSE of  the DAY 
 

Alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us,  
so that through endurance and the encouragement of  the Scriptures we might have hope. Alleluia.  

- Romans 15:4 
 
 
GOSPEL  Mark 8:27-35 

  
 
NICENE CREED   p. 19 
 

Dear friends, do not be 
surprised at the painful trial you 
are suffering, as though 
something strange were 
happening to you. But rejoice 
that you participate in the 
sufferings of  Christ, so that you 
may be overjoyed when his 
glory is revealed. If  you are 
insulted because of  the name 
of  Christ, you are blessed, for 

the Spirit of  glory and of  God 
rests on you. If  you suffer, it 
should not be as a murderer or 
thief  or any other kind of  
criminal, or even as a meddler.  
However, if  you suffer as a 
Christian, do not be ashamed, 
but praise God that you bear 
that name. For it is time for 
judgment to begin with the 
family of  God; and if  it begins 

with us, what will the outcome 
be for those who do not obey 
the gospel of  God? And, "If  it 
is hard for the righteous to be 
saved, what will become of  the 
ungodly and the sinner?" So 
then, those who suffer 
according to God's will should 
commit themselves to their 
faithful Creator and continue to 
do good.  

Jesus and his disciples went on 
to the villages around Caesarea 
Philippi. On the way he asked 
them, "Who do people say I 
am?" They replied, "Some say 
John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, one of  
the prophets."   
"But what about you?" he 
asked. "Who do you say I am?" 
Peter answered, "You are the 
Christ." Jesus warned them not 
to tell anyone about him.  

He then began to teach them 
that the Son of  Man must 
suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, chief  
priests and teachers of  the law, 
and that he must be killed and 
after three days rise again. He 
spoke plainly about this, and 
Peter took him aside and began 
to rebuke him.  But when Jesus 
turned and looked at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter. 
"Get behind me, Satan!" he 

said. "You do not have in mind 
the things of  God, but the 
things of  men." Then he called 
the crowd to him along with his 
disciples and said: "If  anyone 
would come after me, he must 
deny himself  and take up his 
cross and follow me. For 
whoever wants to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for me and for the 
gospel will save it.” 



 

 

HYMN of  the DAY Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me CW 428 
 
 
 
SERMON  1 Peter 4:12-19 
 

Making Sense of  Suffering 
 1.  Suffering for Our Sin 
 2.  Suffering for Our Savior 

 
OFFERING 
 
 
PRAYERS and LORD’S PRAYER  p. 22 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT  p. 22 
 To our worship guests seeking an altar at which to commune: Since the Lord's  Supper is an expression 
 of outward unity in the faith as well as inner union with Christ, we ask that those who are not  
 communicant members of our fellowship please schedule a meeting with the pastor before coming to 
 the Lord's Table. We ask this in loving obedience to the Scriptures and not in judgment of anyone's 
 faith, sincerity, or standing before God. 
  
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Jesus, Lead Us On CW 422  
 
 

†  †  † 
 
 
ORGANIST Craig Hirschmann 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
Mon 6:30 pm Elders Meeting 
Tue 7 pm Council Meeting 
Wed 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 
Thu 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: 1 Kings 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: James 
Fri 6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: Nehemiah 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: Proverbs 
 4 pm Wedding Rehearsal 
Sat 4 pm Wood / Hillmann Wedding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sep 23 8 am Jr. Choir sings 
 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
 2 pm Youth Group at MLC Chapel Basement 
Sep 25 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
Sep 26 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 
Sep 27 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: 1 Kings 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: James 
Sep 28 6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: Nehemiah 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: Proverbs 
 10 am Sunset Apt. Service 
Sep 30 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
 11 am Grades 1-4 sing 
 3 pm MLC Wind Symphony Concert at MLC 
Oct 2 6 pm Women of  St. John’s Outing to New Ulm Country Club 
Oct 3 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7 pm Mixed Choir 
Oct 4 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: 1 Kings 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: James 
Oct 5 6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Perkins: Nehemiah 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: Proverbs 
Oct 6  MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary Meeting 
 7 pm Jr. Choir sings 

 

†  Upcoming Weekend Services  † 
Saturday: 7 pm 

Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11 am 



 

 

ST. JOHN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 607. 

Called to Heaven ~ is Dale Mack who departed this life on Sunday, September 9. Let us keep his 
wife, Ruth and their four sons in our prayers so that we all find comfort in the promises of our 
resurrected Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Custodian Job Opening ~ St. John’s is looking for an individual who could help on the custodial 
staff. Approximately 10 hours per week, starting pay $11 per hour. Job descriptions and applications 
are in the Narthex. If interested, please have your application into the church office by October 1st.  
 
Visitation and Encouragement ~  Anyone who might want to give special care to our 
homebound members and those in group facilities through things like prayers, greetings, phone calls, 
and if possible visits, just so they are not forgotten or neglected by their church family, can contact 
Mary Thom at 217-6884 or maryjt.5511@yahoo.com. Thanks.  
 
Sunday Morning Bible Class ~ at St. John’s will have a new look! Our pastors will be in the front 
leading them on a regular basis. Pastor Bovee and then Pastor Guenther will each conduct a six-week 
Bible Study on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am in the fellowship hall. This plan will start a pattern of St. 
John's pastors leading Bible Study for a combined twelve weeks. You are invited to attend!  
 
Offering Envelope for September ~ There is an envelope in the envelope boxes during the 
month of September labeled 'Ministerial Scholarship Fund.'  Offerings placed in these envelopes are 
used to help support St. John's members that are studying for the public ministry at both Martin 
Luther College and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.  The funds raised are sent to the institutions on 
behalf of the students at MLC and the Seminary.   
 
An Opportunity to Serve ~ We are looking for volunteers to help provide treats (baked goods, 
fruit, etc.) for the enjoyment of both our visitors and members during Sunday morning Bible Class 
and Sunday School. In the past, 2 or 3 families have shared a weekend, bringing a total of about 80 
items/servings. If you are willing and able to use your gifts and abilities to serve in this capacity, 
please contact Sarah Zahrt and she will let you know which weekends are available to bring treats. If 
you would like to help but are unable to bake, monetary donations or Hy-Vee gift cards could be given and she will buy 
treats with the donated money. You can reach Sarah via email: zahrtse@gmail.com, or you can call/text her 
at 507-217-7549. There will also be a sign-up downstairs by the treat table as well.   
 
 

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $11,717 Home Operations ~ $14,532 is our weekly need  
 $942 MVL ~ $1,118 is our weekly need  
 $1,658 Missions ~ $1,648 is our weekly need  
 $1,418 Building Fund ~ $1,603 is our weekly need  
 $415 Ministerial Student Scholarship Fund 
 $12 Food & Fellowship 



 

 

 
 
Youth Group: Celebrate Missions - A Teen Retreat ~ Your MN Regional Mission team of 
Kingdom Workers and Martin Luther College invite 7th-12th graders to attend “Celebrate 
Missions.”  On Sunday, Sep. 23rd from 2 - 5:30 pm, area teens will meet in the Chapel of the Christ 
basement to share mission stories from their summer, compile “Healthy Living Kits” for infants to 
teens that are in need, learn about MLC, be entertained, and eat in the MLC cafeteria. Teens or youth 
groups can register at https://goo.gl/forms/CIXuPzbFeDzCW5RW2. You may follow the link sent 
in the previous email. Contact Lisa at ali3b2g@gmail.com to receive emails. Teens are encouraged to 
bring 5 to 8 items to add to the “Healthy Living Kits.” Possible items include: infant or child 
shampoo, bars of soap, small packages of Wet Ones, toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand sanitizer, First 
Aid to Go packs, lip balm, washcloths, small packages of tissues, hand lotion, dental floss, combs, or 
deodorant. Consider unscented items if possible. Questions can be directed to Melanie Mohror at 
mmohror@comcast.net, or Karen Grunwald at kmgrunwald@comcast.net. 
 
Women of St. John’s ~ Please save the date: Tuesday, October 2nd for the evening at the New 
Ulm Country Club. Look for more details in future bulletins and emails.  
 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SAMS Season Opener ~ The Summit Avenue Music Series season opener is Sunday, September 16, 
at 3 pm in MLC Chapel of the Christ. Purchase tickets in advance through 
SummitAvenueMusic.com/tickets, at the New Ulm Chamber of Commerce or call 507-233-9141 to 
leave a message. Tickets will also be available at the door.  
 
Marriage Enrichment ~ All couples, both married and thinking about marriage, are invited to join 
us for Distracted Marriage. In this program we will gain a clear picture of how we will bring glory to 
God and joy to each other. We will meet every other Sunday evening, starting on September 23rd 
from 6:00-7:30 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in New Ulm. Child care will be provided at church. 
The hope is that these evenings feel like date night, as we focus on our spouses and God's Word.   
 
MLC Wind Symphony Concert ~ The Martin Luther College Wind Symphony will kick off 
their concert season on Sunday, Sept. 30, at 3 pm in the Wittenberg Collegiate Center Auditorium. 
Featured works on this program include Kirkpatrick Fanfare by Andrew Boysen, a transcription of 
Claude Debussy’s The Girl with the Flaxen Hair, The Foshay Tower/Washington Memorial March by John 
Philip Sousa, and American Folk Rhapsody No. 1 by Claire Grundman. Please join us for these and other 
works. This concert is free and open to the public. 
 
Host Families Needed ~ MVL will host the WELS West Regional Choral Festival on Nov. 9-11. 
St. John's has been assigned Great Plains Lutheran High School from Watertown, SD which will 
include 24 students and their director(s). If you are able to help, please contact Jeneane Thiesfeldt by 
September 30th at thiesfjm@gmail.com or 507-240-4523 and indicate how many and what gender of 
students or the director(s) you are able to accommodate. On Sunday, St. John’s will provide a lunch 
for this choir. More information will come at a later date for the hosts and also regarding this lunch.  
Thank you for assisting St. John’s in welcoming Great Plains Lutheran High School choir. 
 
 



 

 

Men of His Word Conference ~ Over the past 9 years the Men of His Word seminar in Oshkosh, 
WI has grown to become an event that draws over 600 men!  Last year, God blessed the 3rd year of 
Men of His Word in Rochester with over 200 attendees, and we look to build on that number this 
October. The day holds great promise.  Our keynote speaker will talk about how we can Get Out of the 
Boat like Peter did and live in a world of unknowns with hearts of faith. Speakers will talk about how 
to be the spiritual leader of your household, creation science, handling the stress of unexpected and 
difficult circumstances, avoiding the distractions that life throws our way, using technology for God’s 
glory and many more topics. This conference is designed to serve Christian men of all ages. If you 
want more details, please go to www.menofhisword.org. 
 
MVL News ~ Charging for a Cure on Oct 4: Wear your pink and cheer on the Chargers volleyball 
team to help support the fight against breast cancer! Games vs. the GFW Thunderbirds start at 
4:45pm, 6pm, and 7pm in the MVL gym. Additional activities include face painting, silent auction, and 
cookie sales. Proceeds benefit the New Ulm Medical Center Foundation Virginia Piper Cancer 
Institute and Mayo Clinic Health System Andreas Cancer Center. Homecoming - Oct 5: Alumni, 
parents, & Chargers fans: Come on out to Johnson Park in New Ulm for Homecoming 2018! The 
tailgate party starts at 6 pm, and the Chargers take the field at 7 pm. The post-game social at the New 
Ulm Community Center is free and all are welcome! The social includes Mr. and Ms. 40th 
Anniversary spirit-wear contests, exciting door prizes, Bingo, and complimentary beverages and 
snacks. Golf Extravaganza - Oct 6: You're invited to the second annual Golf Extravaganza at 
Minneopa Golf Club in Mankato. The $25 entry fee includes a casual buffet dinner, drink ticket, and 
nine holes of glow-in-the-dark night golf. Registration is open to the first 28 golfers. Contact Kristin 
Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org or 507-233-8662 for more info and to register. "Dad's Belgian 
Waffles" - Oct 7: The MVL Booster Club is excited to serve the annual "Dad's Belgian Waffles" 
brunch. Join us Sunday, Oct 7 between 9 am and 1 pm for all you care to eat waffles, flavored syrups, 
sausages, and beverages. Advance tickets can be purchased at home volleyball games, or call the 
school office at 507-354-6851. 
 
MLC Homecoming ~ Are you looking for a fun, affordable activity for your family? Look no 
further! On Saturday, October 13, the MLC Alumni Association invites you to campus for 
Homecoming. The events begin with the Sprinter Fun Run/Walk at 9 am. This 1-mile course begins 
at the Sprinter statue by the gymnasium and meanders through the main campus. You are able to take 
strollers on the whole route! While this event is FREE and you are able to just come and participate, 
you must register by October 11th to be eligible for one of many community-sponsored door prizes. 
Learn more and sign up at https://mlcsprinter18.eventbrite.com. After the Fun Run/Walk, enjoy 
more FREE fun that includes a bounce house, a QB Challenge, a photo booth, Bubble Soccer, sweet 
treats, and much more! Later that day you’ll be able to watch the football and volleyball teams play at 
home at 12 pm. Alumni are invited to finish the day off with an evening reception (4-7 pm – free) at 
the Kegel Klub. If you need childcare during the evening reception, contact Sarah Zahrt at 
zahrtse@gmail.com. Check out www.mlc-wels.edu/events/homecoming for the full slate of events 
and come see what is new at your college of ministry!  
 
About the Cover ~ The cover artwork is by WELS artist, Ian M. Welch. (Copyright 2015 Ian M. 
Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com.) We are reminded that Jesus didn’t come to have a 
wonderful life, but to take up a cross to rescue us from sin, death, and hell. Likewise, we should not 
expect that our lives will always be fun, easy, or free of suffering and pain. But rather, we too are 
called upon to suffer for the sake of the Kingdom as we take up our crosses to follow Jesus. 


