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DYING FOR SINNERS 

Romans 5:6-8  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for 

the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man 

someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

This past week someone posted a photo on Facebook of a group of young white people, sitting on a 

curb, chained together, and wearing t-shirts that said, “So sorry…” The message they were 

attempting to convey is that they as representatives of the white race are sorry for the abuses that 

have been heaped by them on the black race over these many years.  

Certainly, we as Christians condemn racial prejudice, hatred, and abuse of people of any color. The 

atrocities connected with African slavery are something we find abominable. 

However, I cannot apologize for someone else who has stepped on your toe. I can try to sympathize 

with your pain and try to help you if your toe is broken, but it is not my place nor does it mean 

anything if I try to say I’m sorry for something I personally did not do. I would not be honest in 

taking the blame for another person’s actions. 

Yes, we join the cause in doing all we can to stamp out and to alleviate hatred and bigotry in our 

midst. We can sympathize with the pain and frustration of those who have been victims of such 

sins. Each of us individually will want to follow the example of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to 

love our neighbor as we love ourselves and to reach out in love and understanding to people of 

every race and nation who need help. Yet it is still not our place to try to make amends for what 

others have done. 

However, that is the beauty of what Jesus did for all of us. He was able to take the blame for 

something others did. When Jesus died on the cross, he took all our sins on himself – our hatred, 

our dishonesty, our prejudices of every kind, our grudges, our anger – and he was punished for 

them. He paid the debt to God for all our sins. 

What is more, he became our perfection in the sight of God. He imputed his own righteousness to 

our credit so that we are justified in the sight of God. Through faith in Jesus Christ we are 

everything God wants us to be. The hostility that once stood between us and our holy Creator has 

now been removed so that we are reconciled to him. 



St. Paul reminds us: God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. Jesus didn’t come to this earth to live and die for us after we proved ourselves 

worthy and did everything right. His unconditional love for us sent him to this world even when we 

hated and despised him – even when we were sinners, Christ died for us. 

No, we cannot apologize to the victim of a crime we personally did not commit. It is not our place 

and it means nothing. 

Jesus did not come to make apologies either. He came to completely rectify the situation between us 

and God, and between one another, by being for us what we could not be by nature. 

In this world of unrest, hatred, violence, and prejudice, when we may feel so powerless to turn 

things around, let us remember the Word of God: You see, at just the right time, when we were 

still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Jesus is the power of the powerless. Jesus who had 

no sin of his own took our guilt on himself to deliver us from it. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee 

  

 

 

Our Synod at Work 

WELS Commission on Congregational Counseling 
  
The WELS Commission on Congregational Counseling offers four consultation programs:  Self-
Assessment & Adjustment Program, AXIS Program, Ministry Organization & Staffing Evaluation, 
and Merging for Mission.  In this month’s column we will provide a brief explanation of what these 
consultation programs are about. 
  
Self-Assessment & Adjustment Program (SAA) 
  
The SAA program is for congregations that want to (1) assess current ministry programs, (2) better 
understand their community in their effort to plan ministry strategy, and (3) make tactical 
adjustments deemed necessary to enhance current ministry efforts.  Through a comprehensive 
pulse survey, the congregation identifies strengths and weaknesses of the current ministry efforts.  
In addition, through demographic and ethnographic research, the congregation grows in 
understanding of its community and culture, determining possible ministry opportunities and 
threats. 
  
AXIS Program 
  
The AXIS program is for congregations that want to produce a long-range/strategic plan to direct 
their ministry efforts.  It helps congregations to produce a long-range plan.  The congregational 
counselor helps the congregation define their mission and commit to it.  He aids them in clarifying 
their core values, the strongly-held convictions that drive mission, and define how it will be carried 
out.  Congregation-wide listening sessions are part of the program. 
  



Ministry Organization & Staffing Evaluation (MOSE) 
  
MOSE is for congregations that seek to better understand what human resources are needed to 
implement strategic and tactical plans.  It determines the quantity and types of services that are 
available through congregational volunteerism.  It assesses the interests and skills of called workers 
and staff and attempts to align them with congregational goals and objectives.  MOSE also assesses 
congregational governance, organization, and operational systems and can make recommendations 
for adjustments.   It operates through a series of interviews. 
  
Merging for Missions (M4M) 
  
M4M helps congregations located in geographic proximity consider whether conducting ministry 
together in some manner might better serve the kingdom of God than operating independently.  If 
the participating congregations determine it would be beneficial to work together or even merge, 
the M4M program guides the planning and logistics of that partnership.  Working with a joint 
leadership team, the counselor helps the congregations in the M4M program produce a long-term 
strategy for a merged ministry effort. 
  
The Commission on Lutheran Schools also offers a number of different consultation programs that 
are designed to dovetail with the above programs when a congregation also has a Lutheran 
elementary school and/or some sort of early childhood ministry. 
  
Gerald Woodley 

  

 

 

 

Church Library  
  

Have you been in church lately? It is so nice to be able to join again with others to hear God’s 
Word, and sing and pray together. Back to normal may take a while though. 
  
There is one new book in our church library this month. It is titled: “Dancing with Angels, a Cancer 
Chronicle; a Journey of Faith.”  Glenn Lussky posted, on social media, the journey his wife had with 
cancer. Glenn posted updates on her treatment, while Becky posted her personal feelings and 
reactions to the treatments. Her initial diagnosis came in 2008 and eventually she was told she was in 
remission only to find out a few days later that she was back to cancer. But this doesn’t defeat 
Becky. She keeps her job at our WELS area high school in Onalaska, teaching part time. She keeps 
her faith and shares it with her family, her friends, and her students. The book is copywritten in 
2020. 
  
I also read a book already in the library titled “What They Need to Hear; Sharing Christ with Family 
and Friends “ by Klemet I. Preus. The pastor author writes to his father-in-law who is a lapsed 
Christian who is dying, and doesn’t believe in miracles. So the author begins with the miracles of a 
virgin birth and the miracle of the Resurrection. The author writes 91 letters to his father-in-law in 
California, from his home in Minnesota. He was told later that his father-in-law had become a 
Christian in the intervening 18 months. It gives ideas for sharing Christ with our family or friends. 



God works through it all.  
  
We also have a copy of the 2019-2020 school yearbook from St. Paul’s Lutheran Grade School.  
  
Have a good summer! 
  
LeiLani Rahn,  
Church librarian 
  

 

 

 

Council Digest 
  
The St. John’s Church Council met on June 16.  A summary of reports and action not reported 
elsewhere in the Fortress follows: 
 Membership changes  
 Transfers Out 
  Micah Biesterfeld to St. John’s, Baraboo, WI 
 Youth Confirmation 
 Eva Bellig Jacob Guenther 
 Aaron Black Ella Hunter 
 Gabbie Bleick Pearl Kowalke 
 Miranda Deters Meaghan Martin 
 Kathryn Dinse Sebastian Smith 
 Mercy Dobberpuhl Peyton Toltzman 
 Zachary Fischer Ella Wurster 
 Cassondra Goeglein 
 Pastor Bovee reported that a plan for an abbreviated Vacation Bible School hosted by St. John’s is 

being considered for the days near the end of July.  The Sleepy Eye swimming pool has been 
reserved for August 1 and a closing pool party.  Watch for additional details as the plans develop. 

 Mr. Dretske provided his last report as administrative teacher for the congregation after 22 years.  
On July 1, he will begin service as a staff ministry.  He has already begun meeting with our 
pastors to identify and define the support role he will play in service to St. John’s during the 
coming year. 

 President Thiesfeldt reported that 154 individuals responded to the Ministry Review survey sent to 
all congregational families.  A summary of the results has been made available to all council 
members.  Board chairmen have been asked to review the results of the survey sections and the 
mission statement Bible classes held last May that apply to the work being done by their 
respective groups between now and the July council meeting and each identify 2 or 3 issues that 
arise from the data.  A composite list of issues will be developed at the July council meeting and 
be presented to the voters a week later for prioritization.  The top five issues will form the basis 
for a strategic plan developed by the council and presented to the voters at a special meeting in 
September. 

 
 



 Reports from the financial secretary and the treasurer indicated that receipts and disbursements are 
comparable to a typical year at St. John’s in spite of the lack of face to face worship opportunities 
until recently because of the Covid-19 pandemic.  Receipts are averaging about 85% of budgeted 
levels and the budget is being underspent to make up the shortfall. 

 Board of Youth and Education Chair Heath Dobberpuhl Heath reported that the St. John’s 
teachers at St. Paul’s Lutheran School have been used as a focus group to gather additional 
feedback for the Ministry Review process.  Now that worship services have resumed, plans are 
being made to recognize 40 years of service and the retirement of teacher Jean Schroeder.  The 
service of thanksgiving is likely to be held sometime later this summer in connection with regular 
weekend worship.  Watch for additional details as the plans develop. 

 Prof. Jonathan Schaefer has resigned from the Board of Youth and Education because he will be 
on a professional sabbatical next school year at Martin Luther College (MLC).  Rev. Joel 
Thomford of MLC has agreed to fill his unexpired term of office.  The voters will be asked to 
ratify this appointment in July.  

 Chair Scott Deters reported that the Trustees are investigating the addition of hand sanitizing 
stations with the assistance of custodian Geri Conrad.  A number of vendors will be interviewed 
before selecting a product. 

 Rev. Tom Westendorf has accepted a part-time call to teach three sections of sophomore religion 
at Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School next year. 

 Some upcoming events were scheduled as noted below: 

 Next regular council meeting - July 21, 7:00 p.m. 
 Next voters’ meeting - Tuesday, July 28, 7:00 p.m. 
  
Submitted by Steven Thiesfeldt,  
Congregational chairman 
  

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
  

splnewulm.org/school/  
 

Present Call 
SP Congregation extended a one-year Call to Mrs. Becky Guenther at their annual Voter’s meeting 
on June 14. The Call is flexible in nature ranging from 60-100% based on PreK enrollment. The 
BOCD was given the right to extend another call, should Mrs. Guenther return the call.  
  
Registration Day 
With the health restrictions for August unknown at this time, the procedures for an actual 
Registration Day have not been determined. An email will go out to parents with information on 
Registration.  
  
Families are encouraged to reenroll their children through the FACTS Management system.  
  
 



2020-21 School Year 
St. Paul’s School is making plans for the coming school year. Even though the conditions for 
starting school seem to be in question, the plan is to have a normal start to the school year, yet 
keeping in mind that things could change. Updates to the plans will be communicated to parents 
through school communications.  
  
School Information will be communicated in the Bulletin when made available. 
  
Calendar 
 Aug. 5 Registration and Pictures TBD 
 Aug. 30 Installation: Mrs. Emily Stoering (Gr. 5-6),  Mrs. Christine Baganz (Gr. K),  
  Mr. James Dretske (Staff Minister) 
 Sep 1 First Day of School: 8:20 Opening Service 
 Sep 4 & 7 NO School: Labor Day Weekend 
  
Respectfully Submitted, James Dretske,  
SJ Administrative Teacher  
  

 

 

MLC Ladies’ Auxiliary 
  

Thank you for your generous support of the MLC Food Bank.  Please continue to support the Food 
Bank with nonperishable items, cash and gift cards to local businesses where our manager can 
purchase needed items for the students and their families.  Students are appreciative of this support 
from which they benefit once a month. 
  
We have one or more members of our congregation who qualify for this support.  A list of items 
needed and a donation box are located in the narthex.  Donations can also be sent to MLC or 
delivered if you call ahead.  Thank you.   
  
Jeneane Thiesfeldt, contact person thiesfjm@gmail.com or 507-240-4523 
  

 

 

Sending Offerings through Bill Pay 

Several members of St. John’s have asked if there is a way for them to make their weekly offerings 
automatically either online or by an automatic bank transaction.  
  
St. John’s is investigating our online giving options, but are not yet ready to receive online gifts.  For 
the time being, we suggest that our members consider using your bank’s online Bill Pay service to 
make weekly or monthly gifts to St. John’s. 
  
If you have questions about using Bill Pay to make donations, please contact Financial Secretary 
Mike Thom at 507-217-7671. 



  

Student of the Month 
  
St. John’s recognizes the importance of supporting the future called workers of the WELS and has 
created the Ministerial Student Scholarship Fund as a means of assistance to St. John’s members 
training for service in the ministry. These funds are equally distributed to the St. John’s members 
who are third and fourth year students at Martin Luther College or attending the Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary.  
  
Carl Boeder is one of the students who is receiving funds and is attending Martin Luther College.  
  
What made you decide to become a pastor or a teacher?  
There is nothing more important than sharing the gospel with other people, and working in the 
public ministry seems like the best way for me to do that. I’ve been encouraged to use my gifts in 
that way by family and teachers, and I want to follow in the footsteps of many of my family 
members who have served before me! I’ve seen what it takes to be a great music teacher, and I pray 
that through study and dedication I can honor those who taught me in the past.  
  
How many years of school do you have left?  
I have two years left of school. I’m returning to MLC to study secondary instrumental music 
education and secondary vocal music education. I started these programs before I earned my pre-
seminary degree, but after my seminary experience, I decided to explore further what I can do with 
my musical gifts.  
  
What class do you enjoy the most?  
I love every opportunity to study God’s Word in class, and the doctrine classes at MLC are some of 
my favorites. 
  
What class do you find the most challenging?  
Classes that combine different aspects of education are tough, but it’s rewarding to talk about real 
people and how to serve them. 
  
Do you have a job while you're in school? If so, what do you do? How do you balance work 
and studies?  
I work at Green Mill in New Ulm. It requires a lot of focus to get the schoolwork done effectively 
and in a timely manner, but I know that the ministry is busy too! It’s good training.  
  
What are your hobbies when you're not in class or studying (or at work)?  
I like to make music and write music. I like to hang out with my wife Jennie and watch movies and 
TV shows!  
  
Anything else you'd like to say to the St. John's members who support you?  
I’m very thankful for the relationships and service opportunities that St. John’s has provided me! 
I’ve loved serving in worship with the other talented musicians. It’s been a blessing to see St. John’s 
grow since my family joined so many years ago!  
  

 

 



“Man Proposes, but God Disposes”   
- Proverbs 19:21 

  
A History of St. John’s Lutheran Congregation, New Ulm 

Part 2 
The Religious Beginnings of New Ulm 

  
Judging from the unpromising religious beginnings of New Ulm, you would never suspect that, one 
day, it would be the site of a Roman Catholic bishopric (Trinity Cathedral) and a Lutheran college 
for training called workers (Martin Luther College)!  
  
In the fall of 1854, several men took a steamer up the Minnesota River Valley. They were sent by the  
German / Chicago Land Association to find a suitable place to settle. They eyed land a few miles 
beyond Le Suer and almost decided on Milford Township (Essig) before settling on present day 
New Ulm. Later in 1855, another German land company from Cincinnati joined them there.  
  
Most of the Germans who settled here came from the German state of Baden-Wuerttemberg.  
Therefore, they named their new home after one of its prominent cities: “Ulm.”  (The name Ulm is 
really an acronym for the ancient Roman phrase: “Ultra Limites Militares” which means “beyond the 
reach (border) of the Roman military.” 
  
As sentimental as they may have been about the old Ulm, there was one aspect of the fatherland that 
most settlers did not want to import into their home on the prairie: the state church of Germany.  
The Gospel freedom which men like Martin Luther brought to their homeland three centuries 
earlier had been regulated by the German government. You didn’t pay for the church’s services 
through the offerings of believers. Believer and atheist alike had to pay for the upkeep of churches 
and the salaries of pastors with their taxes. The government decided who your pastor would be and 
what he was allowed to preach.   
  
But the German church was half the story. Many German people had undergone a spiritual change, 
as well. New Ulm’s settlers had drunk deeply from the Age of Enlightenment that subtracted Jesus, 
the Bible and miracles from religion. Man became the measures of all things. “Dare to Know!” was 
the cry of their philosophers. If a person sharpened his wit and exercised his body, he could conquer 
diseases, overcome any obstacles and win wars.  “Sound Mind!  Sound Body!” was the mantra of 
their new religion. These preferred the Turnerverein (The Gymnastic Society) as their social outlet, 
rather than the church. One of the foundational resolutions of the German society of New Ulm 
was: “The object (of this community) is to produce a home for every German laborer, popish priests 
and lawyers excepted, in some healthy and productive district, located on some navigable river.” A 
similar declaration may be found mounted on the east wall of the upstairs bar of the present day 
Turner Society.  
  
This is not to say that there may not have been pious, Christian families among the early residents of 
New Ulm. Perhaps the exclusion of “popish priests” (i.e. Roman Catholic priests) suggests wiggle 
room for those of the Protestant persuasion. In fact, one early father of our city firmly asserted in a 
speech that religion had never been banned from New Ulm.  
  
The first church on record was the First Methodist Church on the northeast corner of Third North 
and North State Street. After that building was destroyed by a tornado in 1881, a second church was 



built there. Finally, in 1929, the second building was razed and the Methodist congregation moved 
to it’s present location on the corner of Broadway and Center Street.  
  
The first record of Lutherans arriving in New Ulm was 1862, some seven years after the settlement 
of the city. Over the next three years, an influx of other German Lutherans swelled their numbers 
until Friedrich Booch opened his house in 1865 to explore the possibilities of  building a Lutheran 
church in New Ulm. The group decided to purchase three lots from Henry Steinhauser for $130 on 
the southeast corner of State Street North and Second North (now a parking lot, but the site of what 
many would remember as the original St. Paul’s School - prior to 1970). 
  
They voted to build a church of brick with the very modest dimensions of 26’ x 42’.  
  
The group decided on the name: Evangelical Reformed St. Paul’s Church, showing that it was 
attempting to straddle the different beliefs of Calvinists and Lutherans as had become fashionable in 
the old country. When St. Paul’s sought membership in the Minnesota Synod, the church was denied 
membership unless it dropped “reformed” from the name with the expectation that reformed 
teachings would cease as well. The name was changed and membership was granted (The Minnesota 
Synod became a district of the Wisconsin Synod in 1918). 
  
The cornerstone was laid on September 3, 1865. By Easter of 1866, the church was used for worship 
and on July 17, 1866, the building was formally dedicated.  
  
The same “cyclone” of 1881 that destroyed the First Methodist Church, just one block north, took 
the steeple and roof off of the Lutheran church. Immediately, plans were made to rebuild diagonally, 
across the intersection of Second North and State - St. Paul’s present location.  
  
To borrow a phrase from the book of Acts: The Word of the Lord grows.  Sometimes it grows 
because of the Holy Spirit working in the hearts of redeemed people. At other times it grows when 
the ascended Christ guides the actions of wicked and ignorant people. But we have the reassurance 
that the true God is not one who winds up His creation like a clock and dispassionately steps aside 
as it winds itself down. He descended into our world, took on flesh and personally wrestled with our 
evil foe - for us and for our salvation. Even after he rose in victory, he does not leave us on our 
own, but is “with us always, even to the end of the age.”   
  
Thank God that he placed into the hearts of our forebears the fervent desire to meet together 
around Word and Sacrament. Because of that we have a blessed fellowship of like-minded saints 
already on earth! 
  
Rejoicing with you in that Great Cloud of Witnesses, 
Pastor em. Wayne Laitinen 
  


