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Satisfied in 2021 
  
About this time of the year, millions of people make New Year’s resolutions.  We make them 
because there is some area of our lives that we would like to change.  We want to stop doing 
something (overeating, smoking, drinking) and start doing something else (being a better parent, 
doing a better job at work, living a healthier lifestyle).  Can we find satisfaction in keeping our 
resolutions?  Maybe, at least we can for awhile.  Usually, most people end up breaking their 
resolutions.  Then what kind of emotions set in?  Frustration: “Oh, I can’t believe it is January 5th, 
and I'm already back to my same old unhealthy diet.”  Despair: “I'm never going to be able to stop 
doing that (whatever that may be).”  Failure: “Why even try?  There is no way I will ever be able to 
do it.  I’m such a loser.” 
  
Then there's another problem that causes us to feel a lack of satisfaction and fulfillment in our 
lives.  We can’t control things.  The storm hits and causes damage to the roof – expensive 
damage.  The interest rates go up and cause that loan to be a little more stressful to pay off.  The 
boss decides that he is going to give the other person the promotion even though you worked 
harder and did better work.  Do we wonder if we can ever find true and lasting satisfaction in this 
kind of a world? 
 
Thank God the answer is a resounding “Yes.”  In Psalm 107:9, God tells us that “he satisfies the 
thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.”  Here is the catch, but it is a good one.  The 
“good things” God gives us are not the good things we normally are looking for.  Certainly God can 
give us a good job, the willpower to keep our resolutions, and the good fortune not to have 
unforeseen accidents come into our lives.  However, those things are minor compared to the real 
“food” that God gives us.  God truly satisfies us and gives us fulfillment in life when he shows us in 
his Word that we have a Savior in Jesus. 

No job, no relationship, no possession, no person can give us the satisfaction and 
fulfillment that God offers and gives us in Jesus.  In Jesus we are assured of forgiveness of our 
sins.  In Jesus we know that God is our loving Father.  In Jesus we are confident that we will be in 
heaven one day because of what he has done for us. 

Jesus lived and died for you.  He has opened heaven to you.  Believe in him and find the peace and 
fulfillment he wants you to have in this life and in the one to come. Happy New Year, saints! 2021 
will be a great year of satisfaction! 
 
In Him, 
Pastor Guenther 



 Thank You!  

  
Dear members of St. John's,  
 

Thank you so much for the very generous Christmas gift! Thanks also for the 
continued prayers and support of our ministry among you and of our families. 
All are very much appreciated far more than expressed! Thank you!  
  
May God continue to bless you and to bless our service to him together that 
many more may be blessed through us!  
 
In Him, 
The Staff of St. John's 
  

 

 

 

 Tuesday, Tuesday,  

January 26  

at 7 pm 
  

In person  
in the church basement and also online at:  

bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass 
  

January 26  

at 7 pm 
  

In person  
in the church basement and also online at:  

bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass 
  

 

 

 

 



Evangelism 
  

Greetings Brothers and Sisters- 
  
The Board of Evangelism is currently laying the groundwork for our 2021 evangelism, outreach and 
fellowship plans. We are working to align our efforts and activities to the desired needs and wants of 
our St. John’s congregation as identified through our Ministry Review survey.  
  
The three main areas we plan to cover throughout the year are listed below with a general overview 
of each area. You will see a unified theme across our updates through the Fortress, social media, 
bulletins and more. Stay tuned for another wonderful year of evangelism, outreach and fellowship.   
  
Educate members on evangelism and outreach activities taking place at St. John’s.  
We will keep the congregation informed of activities and events we undertake to make you all aware 
of not only what is planned in the  near future, but also the results of those activities.  
  
Develop opportunities for member involvement in evangelism and outreach. 
We will strive to provide ways for every single member of our congregation to actively participate in 
evangelism and outreach. There are opportunities for everyone with every skill level. Introvert or 
extrovert, busy or time to spare - we’ll have opportunities for you.  
  
Provide educational opportunities for evangelism and outreach. 
We will work to provide the tools and instruction needed for our congregation to make the best use 
of our time and talent to spread the Word of God to others.  
  
Your brother in Christ- 
Jesse Zahrt 
  

 

 

 

January Sermon Texts 

  

 

 

Jan. 3 Ephesians 3:1-12 It’s a Mystery 

Jan. 10 Mark 1:4-11 Two Amazing Baptisms! 

Jan. 17 1 Samuel 3:1-10 Speak LORD, for Your Servant is Listening 

Jan. 24 2 Timothy 1:1-7 Fa God’s Gifts into Flame! 

Jan. 31 Mark 1:21-28 Jesus Is So Amazing 



Weekday Bible Classes  

will meet in the Church Basement 
  

The classes can also be found at  

bit.ly/StJohnsBibleClass 

  

 

Sundays at 9:30 am First 1,000 Years of Christianity Prof. Keith Wessel 

      

Thursdays at 10:30 am Angels Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 

  

    

Thursdays at 7 pm Book of Revelation Pastor Rob Guenther 

 

 

Council Digest 
The Church Council met on December 15.  A summary of reports and action from the meeting not 
reported elsewhere in the Fortress follows: 
 Membership changes approved 
 Transfers In 
 Clyde and Karen Long from St. Paul’s, New Ulm, MN 
 Ministrations  
 Funeral 
 21 Nov  LeRoy Lothert 
 The December council meeting often serves as a mini-orientation for new members who will begin 

three-year terms of service on the council the following year.  Jessie Zahrt will join the council in 
the new year as Board of Evangelism chairman, replacing Bill Pekrul who has completed the 
maximum-allowable tenure of six years in the position.  Paul Wessel will replace Board of Youth 
and Education chair Heath Dobberpuhl who also served for six years, most recently as chairman.  
Two key financial personnel, Paul Gunderson and Mike Thom, will also conclude their service at 
the end of the year.   Paul has served as treasurer for the past six years; no replacement has been 
found as of this writing.  Mike Thom, recently hired as the congregation’s new bookkeeper, 
submitted his resignation after one year of service on the council as financial secretary to avoid a 
conflict of interest.  Once again, no replacement has been found for his position.  We thank Bill, 
Heath, Paul, and Mike for their past service on the council in their respective roles and pray that 
God will bless Jessie, Paul, and Mike as they carry out new responsibilities on behalf of the 
congregation.   Installation of all council, board and committee members elected to new terms at 
the voters’ meeting last October will take place during the 11:00 a.m. service on Sunday, January 
10, 2021. 

 President Thiesfeldt was given a list of names to contact in the coming weeks about filling 
vacancies in the positions of treasurer, financial secretary, and Board of Stewardship (2) by 
appointment and subject to congregational approval.  The congregational constitution requires 
that all these positions be filled by qualified male voting members.  If you would like to nominate 
someone (or volunteer for consideration yourself), please contact Steve Thiesfeldt at 507-217-



9516. 
 Pastor Bovee reported that Sunday morning Bible class will resume on January 10 at 9:30 a.m. in 

the fellowship hall.  At this time it appears that pandemic restrictions will limit face to face 
instruction to a socially-distanced maximum attendance.  As a result, arrangements are being 
made to offer the sessions via Google Meet.  Look for additional details in the Sunday bulletin as 
the date approaches.  Because space limitations prevent appropriate social-distancing, no Sunday 
school for children will be offered as the new year begins. 

 Board of Elders chair Bill Dinse reported that the congregation has responded well to a request to 
replenish the Benevolence Fund.  Recent gifts have brought the balance to over $9,000 even after 
the identified needs of some members have been met. 

 Treasurer Paul Gunderson noted the possibility of year-end deficits in our commitments for 
financial support to Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School and the WELS Congregational 
Mission Offering.  He anticipates a year-end home operating fund balance and recommended that 
those funds be applied to any year-end deficits as needed.  The recommendation was approved. 

 Dan Borgwardt, Board of Stewardship chair, reported that initiative 1.1 of Hope in the Lord, the 
congregation’s strategic ministry plan, received priority attention at a recent meeting.  The 
initiative directs the board to “complete an every-member time and talent inventory and 
determine the level of support for congregational volunteerism.” Other items receiving attention 
included support for families with tuition expenses, completion of the Time and Talents handbook, 
and development of a plan to make our members aware of the Equipping Christian Witnesses capital 
campaign at MLC.  MLC president and St. John’s member Rich Gurgel has indicated a willingness 
to share the details of the campaign by preaching and conducting a Bible class sometime during 
the first quarter of 2021 pending arrangements to work out the details. 

 Led by chair Mark Bauer, the Endowment Fund Committee met recently and is recommending a 
distribution of $15,000 for 2020, to be used at the council’s discretion.  The Board of Stewardship 
will consider the distribution and bring a recommendation to the council for consideration at a 
future meeting. 

 Reporting for Bill Pekrul who was excused to attend a brother’s funeral, Board of Evangelism 
member Jesse Zahrt provided an update on recent board activity. In an event sponsored by John 
and Paul Ministries, a joint effort of our two New Ulm WELS congregations, two thousand door 
knob hangers were distributed in the community to make area residents aware of the ministries of 
St. John’s and St. Paul’s.  Children’s Christmas books were distributed to families of children 
attending the MLC Early Childhood Learning Center and St. Paul’s Preschool with the intention 
that the event will be repeated annually.  The board is developing a fourth strategic ministry goal 
for Hope in the Lord with a focus on gospel outreach.  They hope to have it ready for presentation 
to the voters at the annual meeting in January. 

 Board of Trustees chair Scott Deters provided a progress report on three items: 1) the conversion 
to LED lighting in the office area and adding a dimmer switch to the secretary’s work area; 2) 
development of an annual property checklist; and 3) the washing machine at the 601 South 
Washington rental property is in need of repair or replacement.  

 The council decided to bring recommendations to the voters at the annual meeting in January for 
the extension of two divine calls: 1) To make the one-year call of Emily Stoering as one of our 
teachers at St. Paul’s School permanent; and 2) To extend the call of Staff Minister James Dretske 
for one more year. 

Future meetings: 
 The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 19, at 7:00 p.m. 
 The annual voters’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 26, at 7:00 p.m.  Reports for this 

meeting are due in the church office no later than Monday, January 11.  
  

Steven R. Thiesfeldt,  
Congregational Chairman 



  

Our Synod at Work 

WELS Commission on Worship 
  

A few columns back we talked about the WELS Commission on Worship’s work on the Hymnal 
Project.  We stated that most of the members of the Commission in recent years have been 
preoccupied with the forthcoming new WELS hymnal and its comprehensive suite of resources.  
We also stated that the Commission had agreed on an earlier release or Advent 2021 instead of 2024.  
However, there are other activities that the Commission is involved with and we want to take a 
closer look at those activities in this month’s column. 
  
The Commission publishes two bi-monthly newsletters:  Worship the Lord and Preach the Word.  These 
newsletters are used also in Hong Kong, Ukraine, Sweden, Indonesia, and parts of Latin America.  
Some non-WELS pastors also make use of the Preach the Word newsletters.   
  
Back issues of both newsletters are available online.  Preach the Word is also available on the 
seminary’s Grow in Grace web site as an online searchable database.  The past two years covered 
these topics: 
  

1. Preach the Word:  Pastor Nathan Nass encouraged pastors to preach simply and clearly for the 
benefit of all hearers.  Dr. Michael Berg wrote a series about apologetics in preaching; 

2. Worship the Lord:  David Hosbach offered guidance and solutions for room acoustics, sound 
systems, and hearing assistance.  In addition, Dr. Phil Huebner wrote about “What do you do 
with children in worship?” 

  
Two significant video-based training resources became available in early 2020.  They are:  (1) Effective 
Service Playing:  The Partnership between Organist and Congregation, which offers coaching to organists—
many of whom are somewhat or largely self-taught; and (2) Worship Led by a Modern Ensemble, which 
demonstrates the potential for leading worship with an ensemble consisting of piano, guitar, and 
other instruments. 
  
The Commission on Worship, in partnership with other Congregational Services, continues to 
provide resources for synod-wide programs.  Worship resources include a comprehensive worship 
plan, camera-ready worship folders, sermon ideas, and newly commissioned music for choir, 
children, or soloist. 
  
The Commission on Worship also heads up the National Conference on Worship, Music, and the 
Arts.  With over 1,000 attendees, the conference is the largest worship conference among North 
American Lutheran church bodies.  The next conference is scheduled to take place the first week of 
August, 2021, at Carthage College in Kenosha, Wisconsin.  There will be a strong emphasis on new 
hymnal resources.  This later than usual week was selected for two reasons:  (1) to find an available 
week where the conference is not in competition with other large groups on campus, and (2) to 
assure that some key Hymnal Project resources are available at the conference.  
  
Gerald Woodley 
  

 

 



St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
  

splnewulm.org/school/  
  
St. Paul's continues to serve 333 students and have been blessed so far to still be able to do so face-
to-face. In December, St. Paul's was blessed to see our COVID isolation count trend down, creating 
optimism to stay in person with our learning model.  You may have seen the great work the kids did 
on the "virtual" children's Christmas program. (Here is the link in case you missed 
it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ldDN4TFntg&feature=youtu.be)  
  
The board decided to cancel classes on Fridays in December and January to give teachers and 
quarantined students a day to catch up and work on missed lessons. Watch for our preschool open 
house events coming up in January (the 15th from 3 pm to 6 pm, and the 18th from 3 pm to 6 pm). 
Let any friends with preschoolers know about it too! Thanks for your continued prayers and support 
for St. Paul's Lutheran School!  
  
In Christ,  
Jon Bleick 
  
  
Already starting in December 2020, we have families beginning to enroll in St. Paul’s Preschool. This 
is a sign that  means preschool spots are being filled, and our preschool will soon be having their 
Open House for those interested in enrolling for 2021-2022. This year families need to sign up for 
times to come to the Open House due to restrictions and social distancing. The days for signing up 
are January 16 and January 18. Parents should contact the preschool office by phone (507) 354-2329 
or by email preschool@splnewulm.org to arrange a time to visit the preschool and learn more about 
the program which is now licensed by the state of Minnesota. 
  
We still offer half days of either morning or afternoon sessions. Parents can choose a two-half days 
or three-half days option for their child. The newest part of the preschool is the option to be in a 
full time preschool during the school days from 8am - 3 pm. With the after school program, children 
can stay as late as 6 pm. 
  
Are you a parent with a preschool age child? Do you know a young family with a preschool age 
child? Would you be willing to share information about the preschool with them? Please invite them 
to contact the preschool using the email address noted above. 
  
As we have done for over 130 years, St. Paul’s mission continues to be to assist families through 
excellence in Christ-centered education.  
  
Pete Markgraf 
St. Paul’s School Principal 
  

 

 

 

 



Church Library 
  
Happy New Year! We pray that the Lord will give us a better year in 2021. Vaccines can be a 
blessing. We also pray that the restrictions on church attendance can be eased or lifted. The church 
library has received much less traffic this year, but it is still there and available. The cord at the top 
of the steps can be moved so you can get to the books. Just use the sanitizer first.  
  
New this month are two books on the life of Luther. Luther’s Fortress by Reston in 2015, and Luther 
and His Times by Schweibert in 1950. The information is timeless. Luther’s Fortress has a 6 - CD set to 
listen to, also.  
  
Another new book is Mitford Bedside Companion by Jan Karon, and her sister Brenda Furman who 
put it all together. If you have read some or all of the series, you will enjoy it. We have two short 
Christmas books (a set) written by Jan Karon, also.  
  
For a Christmas romance, there are three anthologies on the fiction shelf. Each book has four 
stories loosely tied together. Christmas Homecoming has three granddaughters finding romance when 
they come to their grandmother’s wedding.  
  
Happy reading in the new year! 
  
LeiLani Rahn,  
Church Librarian 

  

 

Women of St. John’s 
  
While we all prepare our hearts for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the officers of the 
Women of St. John's are preparing for the new year!   
  
Our last meeting was held back in March of 2020.  We were privileged to have Lois Willems teach 
us how to make her very special decorative easter eggs!  Since that time, we have not had any 
meetings due to Covid 19.   
  
We are putting together a tentative plan of meetings, speakers and events for the upcoming 
year.  We hope that we can hold in person meetings again in the spring of the year to again enjoy 
fellowship, food and fun  
  
together!  All women of St. John's are members of this organization and are encouraged to 
join!  Please watch for communication on upcoming meetings and events in the church bulletin and 
the Fortress. 
  
While we may not know how Covid 19 will continue to impact our lives, we know that we have a 
Savior that loves us dearly and died to save us from our sins!  May we go rejoicing in this 
knowledge! 
  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
  
Denise Karstens, President 



MLC Ladies Auxiliary 
  

MLC Ladies Auxiliary supports the Food Bank which offers free "shopping" once a month for 
married students. With so many more families making use of it this past semester as well as the next 
semester, the Food Bank is always in need of donations of non perishable foods as well as any items 
needed in the home for cleaning, laundry etc. The coordinator thanks those of you  who answered 
the request for more support which enabled the Food bank to keep up with the increased 
distribution needs.  
  
Please continue to support this endeavor as well as the projects for this school year. Your prayers 
and encouragement for the students are greatly appreciated. Plan ahead for Bingo Night. More 
information will come. 
  
Jeneane Thiesfeldt 
thiesfjm@gmail.com, 507-240-4523 
  

 

OWLS 
  

The OWLS group will not be meeting in 2021 until further notice because of the COVID-19 
concerns and restrictions. Our meeting format and our age make a meeting quite risky for spreading 
the pandemic. We are very grateful that the Lord is providing us with an effective vaccine and we 
will be pleased if many of us are able to receive the second of the two required shots by June/July. 
This makes our outdoor picnic in August a likely opportunity to celebrate getting together once 
again. We shall see. Please do not expect bulletin announcements announcing or canceling our 
meetings till midyear. 
Just a reminder:  OWLS national dues ($15) are due in January.  Checks should be made out to 
OWLS and mailed to Becky Markgraf, Box 84, New Ulm.  National expenses such as office space 
rent, office secretary, telephone, insurance continue even though local chapters are not meeting. 
--- 
Senior ministry to one another and to others inside and outside the congregation remains an 
important ministry. Seniors can serve well into old age. The Christmas story is an encouragement to 
its importance: Zechariah and Elizabeth were old; nevertheless our God appointed them to be 
father and mother to the Savior’s Forerunner promised by the prophets. Can’t you imagine the 
mutual encouragement that took place between this couple for months--even though Zechariah had 
to write on a tablet? Then for a time the quiet of their house was broken by Mary, the appointed 
mother-to-be of the Savior. She spent three months with Elizabeth. Oh, how these mothers-to-be 
must have talked to each other about their exciting pregnancies and their roles in God’s service. 
Both their womanly conversations and just their presence together must have been a blessing of 
love. They needed encouragement in their shocking circumstances. Don't you wonder if young Mary 
may have sung to Elizabeth her song: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit 
has rejoiced in God my Savior?” (The Magnificat) 
  
When John was born and his father Zechariah regained his speech, we are told: Fear came on all 
who lived around them. In the entire hill country of Judaea the people were talking about these 
things. Old Zechariah knew just what to say: “Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has 
visited us and prepared redemption for his people.” That’s the beginning of the song of Zechariah 
we still sing today. 
 
 



Then comes Jesus’ birth and his presentation in the temple. The oldish man Simeon was present, 
holding Jesus in his arms. As family and others round about them listened, he said : “Lord, you now 
dismiss your servant in peace, according to your word, because  my eyes have seen your salvation.” 
This is a word of faith we often sing to one another after communion, a fine testimony from the old 
to the young. 
 
Then comes the climactic old voice of all in the temple on that day. Standing nearby and with a 
curious crowd gathered round, prophetess Anna, probably already a bit over 100 years old, “gave 
thanks to the Lord” and “kept speaking about the child to all who were waiting for the redemption 
of Israel.” Perhaps you, too, have talked a bit about Jesus this Christmas. 
 
All this and more in just the first two chapters of Luke’s Gospel! Father, strengthen these old lips of 
ours to speak our faith in Jesus to ears who are old like ours, to beloved family's ears, and to others 
who await redemption. Our old voices can still be important in our Lord’s ministry to our world.  
  
Dar Raddatz 
  

 


